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To  His  Excellency y  N.  Green, 

Governor  of  the  State  of  Kansas: 

The  Trustees  of  the  State  Institution  for  the  Education  of 
the  Blind,  in  this  their  first  Annual  Report  of  their  Board,  have 
the  honor  and  pleasure  of  presenting  their  interesting  charge  to 
your  Excellency,  as  in  a  flourishing  and  prosperous  condition. 

The  remarkable  progress  made  by  the  various  pupils  received 
into  this  institution,  during  the  past  year  in  the  various  branches 
of  study  and  occupation  pursued,  is  highly  commendable,  both 
to  themselves,  and  the  oflScers  entrusted  with  the  immediate 
charge  of  the  Institution. 

This  Institution,  under  the  supervision  of  Mr.  H.  H.  Si^vryer, 
^ho  is,  in  all  respects,  admirably  qualifled  for  the  position  ho 
occupies,  whose  heart  is  in  the  work,  and  who  devotes  his  entire 
time  to  its  prosperity,  assisted  by  a  matron  and  a  corps  of 
teachers,  unsurpassed  anywhere  for  benevolence  and  atttention 
to  the  wants  of  their  pupils,  has  fully  realized  the  most  sanguine 
expectations  of  those  of  its  friends  and  the  public,  wjio  hav© 
given  it  a  personal  inspection. 

The  Report  of  the  Superintendent,  which  is  herewith  trans- 
mitted to  your  Excellency  shows  in  detail  all  of  the  expendi- 
lurca  for  the  current  year,  and  the  Trustees  refer  to  that  Reporfc 
with  much  pleasure,      showing  an  economical  expenditure  o  f 
tbe  public  monies,  and  although  this  is  the  first  yopvr  o I  the 
existence  of  the  Institution,  and  very  many  obstacles  had  to  bo 
overcome  to  get  it  into  successful  operation,  vfe  have  no  hesi- 
tation in  saying,  without  designing  to  disparage  any  other  of 
tlie  State  Institutions,  that  there  is  no  Institutioii.  in  or  out  of 
iJae  Slate,  that  is  conducted  with  a  grcatci*  regard  to  tba 
welfare  of  its  pupils  and  the  interestiB  of  the  State. 
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Ilie  Trustees  would  here  state  to  your  Excellency,  that  they 
h:i7e  carefully  examined  the  report  of  Mr.  H.  H.  Sawver,  the 
Superintendent,  and  fully  concur  therein;  lopecially  the  sng- 
g?3tions  made  by  him,  with  regard  to  the  furlher  improTement  . 
c  t  the  huildinga  of  the  x\5Yliim  and  the  grounds  belongit^g;* 
i'tereto,  and  we  fully  indorse  the  estimates  he  ha^  made  with 
regard  to  the  probable  amounts  necessary  to  be  expen^^ 
-    ::\mp!etion  of  the  same,  and  we  respectfully  request  tlikt. 
;  IT  Excellency  would  impress  upon  the  Legislature  the  neces'-^, 
51*7  and  importance  of  making  the  necessary  appropriations 
Lherefor;  and  m  addition  thereto,  such  sums  as  may  be  deemnd  • 
-    per  for  the  services  and  expenses  of  ths  Trustees  f or  . 
..Trent  vear,  for  which  as  yet,  no  appropriation  has  been' 
niide. 

The  Trustees  would  further  request  that  your  Excellency 
sjould  call  the  anention  of  the  Legislature  to  the  fact  that  iio 
rr^jvision  has,  as  yet,  been  made  to  compensate  the  Superint^i^ 
i ant  for  his  arduous  and  valuable  services,  and  we  take  the 
;:"b3rty  to  suggest  that  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars  be 
^.j^brbpriated  fer  that  purpose  for  the  current  year,  and  the 
=  ?.ne  amount  for  the  year  1869,  so  that  the  officers  and  those 
::nnected  with  the  Institution  may  not  be  compelle  I  :  ~:^i'r. 
rinnre  le^slatiofl  for  payment  of  services. 

The  Board  would  close  this  Report  by  respectfully  9skin^  ^ 
::r  the  appointment  of  a  committee  from  the  Legislature  io 
'  jpect  the  buildings  of  :he  Asylum  at  Wyandotte,  and  the 
.ns  of  the  Board  relating  thereto,  and  finally,  that  you  ta\e 
luch  further  action  in  reference  to  this  whole  subject  as  may 
est  subserve  the  wants  aud  necessities  of  the  unfortunate 
Blind  within  the  State. 

Respectfullv  Submitted, 

Wm.  Lardler  ^ 

F.  P.  Bakbr     \  Trustees. 

Fred.  Speck  S 
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^6  th^  Board  of  Trustees. 

nioil  Gentlemen: — In  accordance  ^itii  il^s 

])j-law8  adopted  b J  you  for  the  government  and  regulation  of 
the  Kansas  State  Institution  for  the  education  of  the  Blind,  1 
take  grea:t  pleasure  in  laying  before  you  my  report  of  'ffil 
general  conditio^  and  progress  of  the  same,  for  the  year  18^8, 
the  same  being  the  first  lyear  of  its  existence. 

According  to  the 'best  means  of  iiiformation  on  the  subjet^f, 
at  hand,  we  have  reason  to  believe,  that  there  are  now  in  ifet 
State  of  Kansas,  at  least  one  hundred  and  twenty  (120)  p'ei^- 
sbns''wh'6'  dite  deprived  of  sight,  either  totally  or  to  8ucH''4ii 
extent/ as  to  prevent  them  from  pursuing  the  ordinary  aVoc^a- 
tions  of  life,  of  which  number  about  thirty  are  between  the 
of  nine  and  twenty-one  years, [[and  are  fit  subjects  to  enter  this 
institution;  ^btit'bj  refi&rring  in]  the  caMogue  of  pupils  hereto 
annexed,  it  Will  b'e  seen- that  not  more  than  one  half  of  thit 
number  have,  as  yet,  availed' themselves  of  the  benefits  of'tiiis 
Institution.  .  .,  m,^ 

It  is  desirable  that  the  benefits  of  this  Institution  should  be 
extended  to  every  unfortunate  of  this  class  within  the  limitfe^of 
the  State  of  Kansas,  and  to  this  end  an  appeal  is  made  to  t'He 
officers  of  the  different  counties,  to  our  Legislators, and  to  al? 
friends  of  these  unfortunates,  to  make  known  the  objects  a^^^ 
existence  of  this  institution  and  to  influence  all  proper  8ubje<i!te 
to  enter  it. 

The  School  has  been  conducted  on  the  plan  adopted  by  VLt 
most  approved  institutions  of  the  kind  in  the  United  States, 
and  the  studies  pursued  have  been  the  same  as  that  of  sia-ter,. 
institutions.    Indeed  all  the  branches  taught  are  such  as  are 
adopted  fcr  seeing  children  in  our  high  schools  and  academies 
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and  embrace,  during  the  present  session,  Spelling,  Reading 
and  printing  (In  Braille) y  Mental  Arithmetic  and  Descriptive 
Geography,  Physical  Geography,  Mental  i?hilosopby,  Ray's 
Higher  Arithmetic,  Grammar  and  Analysis,  Etymology  &c.  • 
Special  attention  is  also  paid  to  Music,  both  vocal  and  instni- 
mental.  To  these  may  be  added,  an  hour's  reading,  daily  from 
the  current  news  of  the  day  aiul  from  interesting  and  instruc- 
tive authors.  Each  pupil  is  actively  employed  from  eight  to 
ten  hours  daily,  in  lessons,  in  music  and  in  the  shop. 

Much  of  the  instruction  necessarily  has  to  be  imparted  orally^ 
but  in  the  prosecution  of  some  of  the  preceding  studies,  great 
advantage,  has  been  derived  from  the  Braille  system.  Its  advan- 
tages, in  my  opinion  over  any  of  the  old  systems  ar^  obvious, 
because  it  enables  the  blind  to  communicate  freely  with  each 
other  by  means  of  writing.  It  is  used  in.  this  institution  exclu- 
sively in  music,  and  to  a  great  extent  in  all  the  other  studies; 
In  the  pursuit  of  tome  of  the  studies  it  places  the  pupils  nearly 
on  an  equality  with  seeing  children;  the  alphabet  is  so  simple 
that  it  mav  be  readily  learned;  that  once  accomplished,  the 
teacher  then  dictates,  and  the  pupils  piint  their  lessons,  these 
then  may  be  studied  at  leisure,  as  a  seeing  child  vrould  study 
tl:em.  This  system,  however,  must  be  seen  and  understood  be  ore 
its  value  to  the  pupils  can  le  properly  appreciated. 

In  the  woikshop,  the  labor  during  the  past  session  has  been 
confined  to  the  manufacture  of  brooms.  This  is  a  trade  easily 
learned,  and  is  one  too,  in  which  the  blind  are  entirely  indepen- 
dent of  the  seeing,  but  owing  to  the  limited  appropriation  for 
the  present  year,  it  was  impracticable  to  purchase  stock  and 
machinery,  consequently  I  made  an  arrangement  with  J-  L. 

Oanavan  to  furnish  stock  and  the  necessai-y  apparatus  for 
manufacturing  brooms  and  to  instruct  the  pupils  in  the  art,  he 
4o  receive  his  board  and  washing  for  his  frcrvices,  and  he  alao 
to  take  upon  himself  all  responsibility  o!"  h.fts  or  gain. 
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In  the  female  work  department,  little  has  been  attained  as 
vet,  owing  to  the  want  of  means  to  conduct  the  same  succeas- 
fullj,  we  hope,  however,  to  be  able  in  the  future  to  instruct  th« 
female  pupils  more  efficiently  in  the  arts  of  Knitting,  Sewing, 
Crocheting,  Tetting  and  Beadwork.  Most  of  the  work  of  this 
kind  which  has  been  done,  has  been  performed  outside  of  the 
regular  hours  of  study,  and  although  this  department  has  not 
as  yet  been  put  in  regular  working  order,  still  the  pupils  have 
succeeded  in  drawing  several  prizes  at  the  State  Fair  for 
proficiency  in  fancy  work. 

Too  much  praise  cannot  be  awarded  to  the  pupils  in  the 
various  branches  taught  in  the  school,  not  only  for  their  pro- 
ficiency in  their  various  studies  but  also  for  their  good  moral 
behavior,  and  cheerful  obedience  to  the  various  rules  and  regu- 
lations from  time  to  time  made  and  established  for  their  govern- 
ment and  discipline.  In  fact,  considering  the  short  time  this 
Institution  has  been  in  existence  and  the  difficulties  to  be  over- 
come in  getting  it  into  successful  operation,  I  challenge  fair 
competition  from  any  similar  Educational  Institution  of  seeing 
children,  in  or  out  of  the  State. 

The  health  of  the  inmates  of  this  Institution  has  been  remark- 
ably good  during  the  past  season.  Dr.  Frederick  Speck,  the 
attending  physician,  has  made  his  visits  frequently,  but  fortu- 
nately for  us,  his  professional  skill  has  been  seldom  called  into 
requisition,  or  rather,  his  skill,  we  might  better  say,  has  been 
manifested  in  imposing  sanitary  rules  and  regulations,  by  which 
disease  has  been  anticipated  and  guarded  against. 

It  has  already  been  stated  that  this  is  the  first  yeaj  that  this 
Institution  has  been  in  operation,  therefore, '  everything 
connected  with  the  same  has  necessarily  been  in  a  very  imper- 
fect condition,  and  I  consider  it  my  duty  to  make  such 
suggestions  as  my  experience  dictates  for  the  best  interests  of 
the  pupils  and  the  State  at  large,  in  the  future. 
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The  present  building  being  in  an  unfinished  condition  on 
account  of  the  insufficiency  of  the  appropriation  therefor,  it  Is 
neeessarj  that  it  should  be  completed,  and  the  rooms  for  a 
dining  room  and  kitchon  finished  in  the  basement,  also  a 
bathing  room  and  apparatus.  Thi^-  is  essential  to  the  health 
and  personal  cleanliness  of  the  pupils  of  the  Institution. 

I  think  it  essential  that  workshops  should  be  consti'ucted  '6n 
the  grounds,  and  of  sufficient  dimensions  to  carrj  on  the  different 
branches  of  handicraft  taught  in  the  Institution. 

The  grounds  belonging  to  the  Asylum  comprise  ten  acres 
of  land  which  is  beautifully  situated  with  a  soil  of  unsurpassed 
fertility,  yet  it  is  still  in  a  state  of  nature  covered  with  under- 
brush and  uninclosed.  These  grounds  should  be  properly 
enclosed  at  an  early  day,  and  a  sufficient  portion  thereof 
reduced  to  cultivation  to  form  a  vegetable^garden  and  for  other 
purposes;  thus  saving  to  the  State,  in  the  course  of  a  few 
years,  its  entire  cost,  and  the  remainder  should  be  cleared  off 
so  as  to  leave  a  sufficient  number  of  the  young  forest  trees  to 
make  a  pleaeant  shade  for  purposes  of  ornament  and  outdoor 
recreation  for  the  pupils  of  the  Institution  at  recess  in  summer 
hours. 

It  is  further  necessary,  that  two  large  privies  ehoul/i.be  b\iilt, 
one  for  the  males  and  the  other  for  the  females;  there  bein^g 
nothing  of  the  kind  on  the  grounds  at  the  present  time,  except 
a  small  temporary  structure. .  ..  . 

Among  the. absolute  necessities  for  supccess^ully  carrying  on 
the  affairs  of  the  Institution,  are  Musical  Instruments  of  various 
kinds.  Text  Books,  Apparatus  for  object  teaching  peculiar  to 
schools  for  the  blind.    Also,  furniture  and  gtock  of  various 

"kinds.  One  piano  has  already  been  purchased  and  is  now  Id 
use,  but  it  is  not  yet  paid  for,  and  ^  another  iis  imperatively 

, needed. 

Another  cistern  is  likewise  necessary  to  furniBn  wat^r 
sufficient  to  supply  the  demand  of  the  Ajylum. 
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1  have  made  careful  estimates  of  the  probable  cost  of  the  f  ore- 
i^oing  improvements,  together  with  the  current  expenses  for 
the  ensuing  year,  which  are  as  follows,  to  wit: 

For  completing  present  buildings       -       -       $2,000  00 
Constructing  workshop        -       -       -         3,000  00 
Enclosing  and  improving  grounds         -         2,000  00 
"  Privies,  barn  &c.       -       -       -       -         1,500  00 
Musical  Instruments,  Text  Books,  Furniture, 

Stock,  Apparatus &c.     -       -       -         8,000  00 

Cistern,  Pump,  Hose  &c.  -  -  -  300  00 
Insurance  -  -  -  -  -  150  00 
Salaries  of  Officers,  Teachers,  Medical  Atten- 
dance and  help  &c.  -  -  -  4,000  00 
Current  expenses,  provisions  fuel  &;c.  -  3,500  00 
Salaries  of  Superintendent  and  Trustees  -  1,500  00 
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The  following  is  a  correct  statement  in  detail,  of  the  disburse- 
ments made  by  nie  up  to  the  30th  day  of  November,  A.  D. 
1868.  •  > 


NO.  OF 
DATE.     I  v'CH'r.  I 


TO  WHOM  PAID. 


FOR  WHAT  PAin. 


AMOUNT 


1868.  . 

May  13 

1 

do 

2 

do 

3 

do 

4 

do 

5 

do 

6 

do 

7 

do 

8 

June  10 

9 

do 

10 

do 

11 

do 

12 

do 

3 

do 

14 

do 

15 

do 

Ifi 

do 

17 

do 

18 

do 

19 

do 

20 

do 

21 

do 

22 

July  4 

23 

do 

24 

do 

25 

do 

26 

do 

27 

do 

28 

do 

29 

g 

QV 

do 

O  X 

do 

32 

Aug.  19 

83 

do 

34 

do 

35 

36 

do 

87 

do 

38 

do 

89 

do 

40 

41 

42 

do 

43 

do 

;  44 

do 

I  45 

do 

i  46 

do 

i 

do 

i  48 

..o 

1.  49 

A.  G.  Wolcott 
Woods  &  Abernathy 
C.  B.  Stevens  &  Co. 
Johnson  &  Eamos 
"Watson  &  Haskina 
J.  Schoonmaker 
N.  A:  Rucheneker 
Searlc  Bros. 

C.  B.  Stevens  &  Co. 
J.  H  Harris 
James  Brown 
George  Lehman 
Marion  Sawyer 

D.  W.  Batchelder 
John  Kemp 
Julia  Talbot 
Sallie  Bomaine 
George  Lehman 
Abernethy  Bro's 
H.  Kobyn 

C.  M.  Toney 
H.  H.  Sawyer 
Marion  Sawyer 
John  Kemp 
James  Brown 
Julia  Talbott 
Sallie  Romaine 
James  H.  Harris 

C.  B.  Stevens  &  Co. 
James  H.  Harris 

D.  W.  Ratchelder 
Searle  Bro's 

C.  B.  Stevens  &  Co. 
H.  H.  Sawyer 
Lizzie  Houcke 
John  Kemp 

Julia  Talbott 
Maria  Wales 
Marion  Sawyer 

D.  W,  Batchelder 

C.  B.rStevena  &  Co 

D.  W.  Batchelder 
Julia  Talbott 
Matilda  Hicki 

J.  E.  Canav&n 
Marion  Sawyer 
Lizzie  Houcko 
H.  H.  Sawyer 
Dr.Frad.  Speck 


Lumber 
Furniture 
Pr'vis'ns  .&  QrocVs 
Queensware 
Furniture 
Cistern  and  pump 
Furniture 
Furnace  and  stove 
Pr'vs'n  &  Groceries 
jBuilding 
I  Labor 
jBuilding 
Salary  as  Matron 
'Building 
jLahor 
Waiter 
Cook 
Building 
Horse,  Wagon  &c 
Slates,  paper,  books 
{Seamstress 
Current  expenses 
Salary  as  Matron 
Labor 
Labor 
Waiter 
Cook 
Building 
Provisions  4C 
Building 
Building 
Building 
Provisions  &c 
Current  expense! 
Teacher 
Labor 
Waiter 
Cook 

Salary  as  Matron 

Building 

Provisions  &c* 

Building 

Cook 

Waiter 

Teacher 

Matron 

Teacher 

Current  expenses 
'Medical  Service* 
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Oct.  «. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
Xov.  7 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


80 


50lC.  B.  Stevens  &  Co 

51  Julift  T:ilbott 

52  Mfttilda  Hicks 

53  Marion  Sawyer 

54  Lixzie  Houcko 

55  J.  L.  Canavan 


Matilda  Hicks 
Marion  Sawyer 
Lizzie  Houcko 
J.  L.  Canavan 
Millie  Gardner 
C.  B.  Stevens  & 
M.  Arthur  &  Co 
Joab  Toney 

64  C.  B.  Stevens  & 

65  Lizzie  Houcko 
66: J.  L.  Canavan 
67iMarion  Sawyer 

68  Julia  Talbott 

69  Lucy  Henderson 


Co 


Co 


Brovisions  &c 

ooo.oo 

J  J,o\J 

O^i  oo 

Vv'^aiter 

Ooolc 

Provisions  &c 

Provisions  flour  &c. 

97,06 

.Wood 

200,00 

Provisions  ac. 

20,39 

Teacher 

26,00 

Teacher 

26,00 

Service  as  Matron 

25,00 

Cook 

18,83 

Waiter 

25,00 

Amount  in  full 

$10,600,00 

6. 


Charles  Hines 
Alexander  Cooper, 
Calvin  Plowman » 
Belle  Painter, 
Sarah  Morgan, 
John  F.  Lusk, 
Martha  A.  Lusk, 
Margaret  FerguRon, 
William  A.  Plowman, 
Mary  R.  Way  mire, 
John  Binger, 
John  Martin 
M*ry  Nogle, 


Jefferson  county. 
Wyandotte  county. 
Leavenworth  county. 
Jefferson  county. 
Franklin  county. 
Linn  county. 
Linn  county. 
Wyandotte  county. 
Leavenworth  county. 

Linn  county. 
Leavenworth  county. 
Neosho  county. 
Baurl}On  cotij^ty. 


^ ''.  i  f  '  ^'■'■y:  AU'i  noi 
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In  conclusion,  Gentlemen,  allow  me  tt  .say  that  I  have 
endeavored  to  give  you  a  concise  and  succinct  statement  of -the 
present  condition  and  necessary  wants  of  the  Institution.  Should 
my  views  meet  the  approval  of  the  Board,  as  I  believe  they  will, 
I  earnestly  hope  you  will  use  all  honorable  means  to  secure  the 
necessary  appropriations  for  carrying  forward  your  noble  work 
of  humanity  for  the  unfortunate  '^Children  of  Night." 

I  have  in  behalf  of  the  Officers  and  pupils  of  the  Institution, 
to'^xpress  our  heartfelt  thanks  to  the  publishers  of  the  following 
newspapers  which  have  been  kindly  furnished  to  the  Institution 

without  charge: 

Kansas  State  Record;  (Weekly),  Topekia, 

Kansas  Daily  Tribune,  Lawrence. 

Wyandotte  Gazette,  Wyandotte. 

Wyandotte  Democrat,  Wyandotte. 

Leavenworth  Daily  Commercial. 

Leavenworth  Daily  Times  and  Conservative. 
These  papers  will  confer  a  special  favor  by  continuing  their 
welcome  visits. 

Our  thanks  are  also  due  to  various  Clergymen  for  conducting 
religious  services  in  the  Institution  on  Sundays. 

Finally,  Gentlemen,  feeling  as  I  do,  the  strongest  desir^  to 
keep  the  expenses  of  the  Institution  within  the  narrowest  limits 
consistent  with  its  efficiency,  I  feel  compelled  to  ask  that  you 
would  urge  upon  the  Legislature  the  necessity  of  making  an 
appropriation,  in  the  aggregate  to  the  amount '  of  the  various 
items  hereinbefore  enumerated.  J>.o'J[  :>i  adoi, 

Respectfully  Submitted^  »^ 

•  H.  H.  Sawybr,  Sup'.L 

.\SiK  .. '  -  >- . .     ■  ■ " 
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tti  conformity  with  the  act  of  the  Legislature  establishing 
the  Kansas  State  Institution  for  the  Blind,  and  providing  for 
the  management  thereof,  the  following  code  of  by-laws  is 
hereby  approved  by  the  Board  of  Trustees:  '^^ 

ARTICLE  1. — DESiaN  OP  THE  INSTITUTION. 

Seotton  1^    The   design  of  the  Asylum  shall  be  strictly 
educational,  having  reference  only  to  the  physical,  mental, 
and  moral  training  of  the  blind,  of  both  sexes,  residing  in  the  '  • 
State,' and  not  the  providing  of  '^A  Home"  for  the  eged  or 
infirm,  or  a  * 'Hospital"  for  the  treatment  of  blindness. 

Sec.  2  It  shall  be  regarded  as  a  department  of  public  in- 
struction, and  therefore  its  privileges  shall  be  tendered,  free 
of  expense,  to  all  suitable  applicants  ffrom  within  the  State. 
But  where  the  parents  or  gaurdians  are  able  and  disposed  to 
pay  the  expenses  of  a  child  or  a  portion  thereof,  it  shall  be 
received  by  the  Superintendent,  and  accounted  for  in  his 
report  to  the  Trustees. 

Sec  3  Pupils  from  without  the  State  may,  at  the  discretion 
of  thd  Trustees,  participate  in  the  benifits  of  the  Institution  by 
paying  a  reasonable  sum  for  their  support  and  education. 

article  n. — BOAHD  OF  TRUSTEES 

Section  1.  The  Board  of  Trustees  shall  hold  its  regular 
meetings  at  tbe  Asylum,  aiii'  the  day  of  meeting  shall  be 
the  first  Thursday  in  each  month,  unless  otherwise  ordered 
in  special  cases. 
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Sec  2.  The  majoritj  of  the  members  shall  constitute  a  qaonim 
for  the  transaction  of  business. 

Sbc.  3.  Special  meetings  may  be  called  by  the  President, 
or  by  one  of  the  Trustees  and  the  Superintendent 

Sbc.  4  The  Trustees,  at  their  first  meeting  in  April  of  each 
year,  shall  elect  from  their  own  members,  a  President  and  & 
Secretary. 

Sec.  5  The  Secretary  shall  keep  regular  minutes  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  board,  furnishing  attested  copies  of  the 
«ame  to  those  whom  they  may  concern,  when  appropriate  to 
do  80,  and  perform  gecerdlly  such  duties  as  appertain  to  thd 
office. 

ARTICLE  III. — THE  3DPSRINTENDEXT. 

Section  1.  The  Superintendent  shall  be  the  executiTe 
head  of  the  Institution  and  the  medium  of  communication 
between  it  and  the  board  of  Trustees. 

Sec.  He  shall  have  the  appointment,  subject  to  confirmation 
by  the  Board  of  all  the  teachers  and  other  assistant  officers, 
in  the  Institution,  and  also  of  the  attending  Physician,  and 
Ahall  be  responsible  for  the  faithful  performance  of  their  sever- 
al duties,  as  well  as  for  the  advancement  and  good  behaviour  ^ 
cf  the  pupils. 

Sec.  3  He  shall  keep  a  register  of  all  the  pupils  received 
into  the  Insitution,  embracing  their  names  and  ages,  the  causes 
and  degrees  of  their  blindness,  the  dates  of  their  admission 
and  discharge,  the  post-office  address  of  parents  or  guardians, 
and  such  other  information  concerning  them  as  may  be  deemed 
important. 

Skc.  4  In  the  School  Department  he  shall  prescribe  the 
course  nnd  methods  of  instruction,  the  time  to  be  devoted  by 
itjacLers  and  pupife  to  the  several  branches  of  study,  the  appa- 
ratus and  text-books  to  be  employed,  the  j-y:-x^m  of  discipline, 
and  other  matters  pertaining  to  the  mental  and  moral  improve - 
ment  of  the  pupils.    And  it  shall  be  his  duty  to  make  frequeat 
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visits  to  the  several  class-i  ooms  during  the  hours  of  instruction, 
for  the  purpose  of  keeping  himself  'nformed  as  to  the  progress 
and  deportment  of  the  pupils,  and  of  making  such  suggestions 
to  the  pupils  as  he  may  deem  useful. 

Sec.  5  In  the  Kork  department  he  shall  prescribe  the  kinds 
of  work  to  be  learned  by  the  pupils,  and  the  number  of  hours 
per  day  to  be  devoted  to  labor;  and  shall  be  required  to  pass 
frequenly  thr^^ugh  the  several  shops  and  work-rooms,  for  the 
purpose  of  keepir.g  himself  informed  of  the  progress  and 
improvement  ol:  the  pupils,  and  of  making  such  suggestions  to 
the  master  mechanic  and  other  employees,  as  he  may  deem 
useful. 

Sec  6.  In  the  Household  Department  he  shall  prescribe  the 
number  of  domestics  and  other  assistants  oi  a  like  character  to 
hd  employed,  fix  the  rates  of  compensation  to  be  allowed,  and 
pay  their  wages,  presenting  a  monthly  account  to  the  Board, 
which  account  or  pay-roll  shall  exhibit  the  number  and  wages, 
of  the  persons  employed. 

Sec.  7.  He  shall  see  that  all  the  pupils  are  comfortably 
and  respectably  clad;  and  when  their  friends  through  inability, 
fail  to  provide  ^em  with  the  necessary  clothing,  he  shall  sup- 
ply the  same,  and  present  the  accounts  therefor  to  the  Board 
for  allowance. 

Sec.  8.  All  other  ordinary  expenses  whether  of  the  House- 
hold or  School  Department,  shall  be  defrayed  by  the  Superin- 
tendent, and  accounts  for  the  same  laid  before  the  Board  for 
examination  and  allowance. 

Sec.  9  He  shall  have  care  of  all  the  buildings  and  ground* 
of  the  Institution,  and  shall  see  that  they  be  kept  constantly  ia 
order  both  as  to  cleanliness  and  repairs. 

Sec.  10.  Ho  shall  exercise  due  care  in  the  promotion  of  tbo 
health  of  the  pupils,  by 'requiring  of  them  frequent  and  thorough 
ablutions,  exercise  in  the  open  air,  and  entire  abstinence  from  all 
injurious  practices  and  providing  them  with  plain  substantial  diet 
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together  with  comfortable  dormitorjr  accomodations;  and  in  all 
cases  of  sickness  shall  see  that  they  have  prompt  medical  treat- 
ment as  well  as  every  other  necessary  attention. 

Sue.  11.  He  shall  use  his  utmost  endeavors  to  imbue  the 
minds  of  the  pupils  with  the  strictest  principles  of  morality, 
and  to  induce  them  to  avoid  all  unbecoming  personal  habits; 
requiring  them  to  attend  upon  public  worship,  at  such  places 
as  may  be  severally  chosen  by  themselvs  or  their  friends. 

Sec.  12.  While  he  is  enjoined  to  pay  particular  -dttention 
to  the  religous  instruction  of  the  pupils,  he  shall  studiously 
avoid  and  prevent  the  inculcation  of  sectarian  views;  and  the 
same  care  shall  also  be  observed  in  regard  to  partizan  politics. 

Sec.  13.  He  shall  make  an  annual  report  to  the  Trustees, 
embracing  an  account  of  the  condition  and  progress  of  the 
several  departments  of  the  Institution,  of  the  course  of  instruct- 
tion  pursued,  of  the  health  and  general  improvement  of  the 
pupils;  also  a  detailed  statement  of  all  the  allowances  made 
during  the  year,  setting  forth  the  names  of  the  parties  to  whom 
the  allowances  were  made,  and  on  what  account,  with  sugges- 
tions for  the  advancement  of  the  objects  of  the  Institution. 

Sec.  14.  He  shall  certify  to  all  accounts,  for  whatever 
purpose,  before  the  same  shall  be  presented  to  the  Board  for 
examination  and  allowance. 

Sec.  15.  The  Superintendent,  with  his  family,  if  he  have 
any,  shall  reside  in  the  Institution. 

ARTICLE  IV.^ — ABMISSion  AND   DISCHARGE  OF  PUPILS. 

Sec.  1,  All  blind  persons  residing  in  the  State  of  'Kansas, 
who  are  between  the  ages  of  nine  and  twenty- one  years^  and 
who  are^not  incapacitated  by  physical  mental  or  moral  infirm- 
ity for  useful  instruction,  shall  be  considered  eligible  for 
admission  as  pupils  of  the  Insitution;  but  no  one  whose  age 
does  not  come  within  the  limits  just  prescribed  shall  be  received, 
excepting  in  peculiar  cases,  and  by  special  action  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees. 
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Sec,  2.  The  Superintendent  ehall  have  authorit/  to 
admit  all  applicants  who  come  within  the  prescribed  rules  as  to 
age  etc,  etc. ,  but  shall  refer  all  other  cases  to  the  Board. 

Sec.  3.  There  being  no  limit  fixed  by  law  for  the  time 
during  which  a  pupil  may  remain  in  the  Institution,  it  shall  be 
left  to  the  Superintendent  and  Trustees  to  determine  in  each 
ease  as  to  the  proper  time  for  dismissal. 

Bkc.  4.  Pupils  may  be  expelled  by  the  Superintendent  for 
misconduct,  or  when  in  his  judgment  the  good  of  the  Institution 
demands  it;  but  his  action  in  all  cases  must  be  reported  to  the 
Board  for  final  adjustment.  H.  H.  Sawyer,  Supt, 

roved  by  the  Board  of  Trustees  April  23,  1868. 
tteat:  Fred.  Speck,  Sec*y 
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KAX^AS  INSnTUTSTOTv  TIIF,  liDUCATrON*  OF  THE  BLINT). 

Ti's'Trisjitution  il  lolvtod  at  Wyandotte,  K:ir.sas,  occupying 
a  liealfjif.ulaml  beiiutK^^  the  western  partoftho  cItj, 

nndk^now  open  IPor  tie 'reception  of  pupils.  It  is  strictly 
an  Educational  establishment,  having  for  its  object  the  moral, 
intellectual  and  physical  training  of  the  young  blind  of  both 
Bexc?  residing  in  the  State,  and  is,  therefore,  neither  an  Asylum 
for  the  ag<:d  and  helpless,  nor  a  hospital  for  the  treatment  o£ 
disease.  For  tho  information  of  applicants  and  other  interested 
parties,  the  following  compilation  is  made  from  the  regula- 
tions of  the  Institute  viz: 

1 .  As  a  rule,  applicants  who  are  under  nine  or  over  twcnty-ono 
years  of  age,  are  not  admitted;  but  exceptions  are  sometimes 
made  in  peculiar  cases  at  the  discretion  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees. 

2.  No  persons  of  imbecile  or  unsound  mind,  or  of  confirmed 
immoral  character,  will  be  knowingly  received  into  the  Institute 
and  in  case  any  pupil  shall,  after  a  fair  trial,  prove  incompetent 
for  useful  instruction,  or  disobedient  to  the  rules  of  the  Insti- 
tute, such  pupil  will  be  thereupon  discharged. 

3.  No  charge  is  to  be  made  for  the  instruction  of  pupils. 
Bhould  parents  or  guardians  who  are  able  to  pay  for  tha 
education  of  their  children  desire  to  do  so,  they  can  receive 
the  terms  by  application  to  the  Superintendent. 
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4.  All  are  required  to  come  with  an  adequate  supply  of  good 
comfortable  clothing,  embracing  suitable  articles  for  both 
summer  and  winter  wear,  in  such  quantity  as  to  admit  of  the 
necessary  changes  for  washing  and  repairing. 

5.  Each  article  of  clothing  should  be  distinctly  marked  with 
the  owner's  name,  in  order  to  prevent  confusion  or  loss,  and 
must  be  sent  in  good  order  and  condition,  not  only  on  the 
first  entrance  of  the  pupil,  but  also  at  each  subsequent  return 
from  home  after  the  v  ications. 

6.  Persons  bringing  pupils  to  the  iDStitute  or  visiting  them 
while  there,  cannot  be  accommodated  withboardiaj  and  lodging 
during  their  stay  in  the  city. 

7.  All  travelyig  expenses  incurred  by  pupils  in  coming  to  or 
going  from  the  Institute,  must  be  defrayed  by  their  parents  or 
guardians. 

8.  All  letters  to  the  pupils  should  be  addressed  to  the  care 
of  the  Institute,  in  order  to  insure  their  prompt  delivery. 

9.  Persons  wishing  to  procure  the  admission  of  pupils, 
ghould  apply  to  the  Superintendent,  by  letter  or  otherwise,  for 
instructions  as  to  the  procedure;  and  no  pupil  should  be 
gent  to  the  Institute  until  such  instructions  s  hall  have  been 
complied  with.  H.  H.  Sawyer,  Supt. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT. 


To  His  Excellency, 

James  M.  Harvey,  G-overnor  of  Kansas. 

In  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  the  law,  and  in 
obedience  to  our  duty,  we  submit  our  Second  Annual  Re- 
port of  the  State  Institution  for  the  care  and  education  of 
the  Blind.  Our  visits  to  the  Institution  the  past  year  have 
been  frequent,  and  our  scrutiny  of  its  inward  workings  close. 
We  know  something  of  the  attention,  care  and  responsibility 
requisite  in  those  having  in  charge  a  class  of  people  who  are 
not  only  subject  to  all  the  ills  of  others  of  the  human  family, 
but  in  addition  thereto,  are  shut  out  from  light  forever,  and 
with  that  knowledge  have  endeavored  to  seek  the  defects  in 
the  general  management,  and  suggest  remedies.  In  some 
cases,  such  suggestions  have  been  made  and  readily  adopted 
by  the  Superintendent  and  Matron. 

The  improvement  of  the  pupils  and  members  has  been  of  a 
very  marked  character.  The  entire  energies  of  those  having 
the  Institution  in  charge,  including  the  teachers,  seem  to  have 
been  devoted  tp  their  spiritual,  intellectual  and  physical  im- 
provement. Harmony  and  cheerfulness  characterize  the 
household  ;  and  whether  they  sit  down  to  work  or  rise  up  to 
play,  these  children  of  night  seem  equally  happy.  We  agree 
with  the  Superintendent  in  his  report,  in  regard  to  the  necessity 
and  economy  of  completing  the  present  building,  and  erecting 
a  work  shop.  The^most  valuable  portion  of  the  house  is  use- 
less for  the  want  of  finishing.  The  work-shop  is  equally 
needed,  and  we  believe  under  the  direction  of  the  present 
Superintendent,  would  be  made  to  pay  the  interest  on  the 


I  money  required.    We  call  your  especial  attention  to  that 
I  part  of  his  report    We  have  regarded  with  great  satisfaction 
the  economy  with  which  the  Institution  has  been  managed  the 
past  year,  and  the  advantageous  sale  of  our  depreciated  j 
State  scrip,  and  especially  commend  the  tables  of  expendi-  I 
tures  to  your  notice.    We  have  in  connection  with  the  report  : 
of  the  Superintendent,  examined  and  carefully  compared  all 
his  vouchers  in  detail,  and  have  in  no  instance  found  them 
incorrect  or  wanting. 

We  herewith  submit  the  report  of  the  Superintendent,  and  ! 
fully  indorse  all  his  recommendations  and  believe  they  are  for  j 
the  best  interests  of  the  Asylum  and  the  public.  We  have  I 
found  his  efforts  and  the  efforts  of  his  wife,  the  matron,  at 
all  times,  by  day  and  night  directed  to  the  best  interests  of  j' 
the  inmates,  and  to  the  enlargement  of  the  usefulness  of  the  ' 
Institution  in  every  practical  form.  Their  experience  in  , 
connection  with  their  hearts  and  hands,  have  put  the  Institu-  !• 
tion  on  a  sound  workin^:  basis,  and  we  are  sure,  in  its  s'eneral 
management  will  compare  favorably  with  those  of  the  older  i 
States.  We  concrratulate  you  on  the  flourishincr  condition  j 
and  the  bright  future  of  the  Institution.  The  people  of  the  j 
city  of  Wyandotte,  take  a  commendable  pride  in  co-operating  j 
with  the  Superintendent,  in  decorating  a.nd  improving  the  i 
grounds.  They  have  already  and  are  still  improving  the  ap- 
proaches to  the  house  of  the  Blind,  and  before  another  year  ' 

has  ended  we  think  a  larsje  broad  avenue  from  the  river  will  ! 
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be  entirely  opened  and*  completed  to  the  very  door  of  the  | 
building.  We  commend  the  report  of  the  Superintendent  to  \ 
your  especial  attention. 

Wyaxdotte,  November  30,  18<39. 

WM.  LARIMER. 
F.  P.  BAKER, 
FRED.  SPECK. 

Trustees. 


SUPERINTENDENT'S  REPORT. 


Gentlemen  : — In  obedience  to  the  By-Laws  of  your  Hon- 
orable Board,  I  herewith  submit  my  annual  report.  The 
condition  and  progress  of  the  Institution  since  my  last  annual 
report  is  briefly  stated  as  follows  : 

The  number  of  pupils  in  attendance  during  the  year,  is  j 
twenty,  of  this  number  thirteen  were  in  the  Institution  last 
year ;  two  have  been  discharged,  one  has  died.  With  the 
exception  of  the  case  last  mentioned,  the  general  health  of 
the  pupils  has  been  good.  They  are  classified  as  to  sex  as 
follows  :  Number  of  males  ten  ;  number  of  females  ten. 

Referring  to  the  plan  of  studies  adopted  in  the  Institution, 
I  have  no  material  change  to  announce  from  that  stated  in  | 
my  last  report.    The  only  change  of  any  sort,  is  that  aris-  | 
ing  from  maturer  knowledge  and  experience  in  the  system 
adopted  in  the  beginning. 

The  general  aim  has  been  to  combine  instruction  and 
amusement  with  christian  duty  in  the  daily  life  of  the  pupil  jj 
added  to  the  routine  study,  a  portion  of  each  day  is  set  apart  || 
for  amusement  and  general  reading.    Care  has  been  taken  jj 
to  surround  the  pupil  with  such  amusement  as  shall  be  inno- 
cent in  its  results. 

A  gymnasiam  has  been  established  in  the  Institution.  Its 
efi'ect  upon  the  physical  system  of  the  pupils  is  already  mark- 
ed. In  the  department  of  manufacture  attached  to  the 
Institution,  the  making  of  brooms  is  the  principal  branch  of 
industry.  I  have  to  report  a  change  in  this  department.  On 
the  first  of  March  last,  Mr.  J.  L.  Canavan,  who  prior  to  that 


8 

time  had  charge  of  the  department,  furnished  material  and 
manufactured  brooms  on  his  own  account,  retired.  I  then 
employed  Mr.  Perlej  Pike,  the  present  efficient  foreman  to 
take  charge  of  the  department  and  run  it  on  account  of  the 
Institution.  The  change  has  been  in  every  particular  advan- 
tageous. Mr.  Pike  is  an  efficient  agent  in  his  department. 
The  progress  of  the  pupils  under  his  charge  has  been  rapid. 
The  benefit  to  the  State  arising  from  the  manufacture  of 
brooms  in  this  Institution  since  the  1st  of  March  last,  above 
all  expenses,  is  upwards  of  three  hundred  dollars.  The  qual- 
ity of  brooms  manufactured  is  good,  as  is  witnessed  by  the 
fact  that  at  the  State  Fair  the  first  premium  on  this  article 
was  awarded  to  this  Institution. 

In  the  department  of  female  work,  the  pupils  are  taught 
the  usual  branches  of  knitting,  sewing,  crochetting,  totting, 
bead-workj  &c.  Th*^  progress  in  that  department  is  satisfac- 
tory. The  conduct  of  the  pupils  under  my  charge  is  in  every 
respect  commendable.  Their  progress  in  the  several  branches 
of  study,  has  been  as  rapid  and  thorough  as  could  be  expect- 
ed. In  the  Literary  Department,  a  change  of  teachers  has 
been  effected  since  last  year,  and  the  number  increased  by 
one.  Miss  Nettie  Warren  took  the  place  of  J.  L.  Canavan, 
on  his  retirement  in  March  last  in  this  department.  Miss 
Kate  Burgard  has  been  added  to  the  corps  and  has  charge  of 
the  Primary  Department.  Mrs.  Lizzie  Houck  has  been  re- 
tained, and  put  in  sole  charge  of  the  Musical  Department. 
In  this  department  two  pianos  are  in  constant  use.  It  has 
been  attempted  to  make  music  a  specialty,  with  a  great  de- 
gree of  success  I  think.  In  short,  in  the  various  divisions  of 
the  entire  Literary  Department,  little  more  need  be  said, 
than  that  all  the  teachers  have  performed  the  part  assigned 
them  with  fidelity,  care  and  efficiency.  To  some,  the  num- 
ber of  teachers  employed  may  seem  extravagant.    It  must 
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be  remembered  that  the  pupils  of  this  Institution  arc  blind 
and  helpless,  comparatively  speaking.     Could  illustrations 
j  be  adduced  to  the  eye  as  well  as  the  ear,  one  teacher  might 
ll  perform  all  the  duties  which  require  two  now.    As  it  is,  each 
!j  pupil  must  be  instructed  separately,  and  largely  through  the 
sense  of  touch.    In  no  way  could  the  number  of  teachers 
be  lessened  and  the  efficiency  of  the  school  maintained.  The 
buildino-s  connected  with  the  Institution  stand  in  the  same 
I   incomplete  condition  they  were  left  last  year,  with  the  excep- 
i|  cion  of  a  bath  room  and  wash  room  which  have  been  added. 

I  The  grounds  have    been  fenced  with  a  good  board  fence 

I I  and  partly  cleared.    Substantial  brick  walks  have  been  laid 

fl  sufficient  to  accommodate  the  present  wants  of  the  occupants. 

ii  Cisterns  and  out-buildinors  have  been  erected  to  meet  present 
ll  . 

!;  needs.  A  portion  of  the  grounds  to  the  extent  of  about  five 
;!  acres,  have  been  reclaimed  and  about  two  acres  cultivated  in 
ij  garden  the  present  season.  It  is  intended  to  pUint  a  portion 
||  of  the  grounds  with  fruit  and  ornamental  trees  at  the  earliest 
ll  possible  time.  The  Asylum  ought  to  be  completed.  It  is 
ij  now  full  and  all  the  rooms  are  absolutely  needed  for  present 
'!  use.  When  it  is  completed  in  accordance  with  the  original 
!|  plan,  it  will  be  necessary  to  erect  a  work  shop  to  enable  the 
Ij  State  to  successfully  carry  on  the  business  of  broom  manu- 
|;  facture.  The  second  story  of  the  work  shop  should  be 
jj  divided  into  sleeping  apartments  for  occupancy  of  the  male 
1 1  pupils.  It  is  desirable  that  the  sexes  should  occupy  separate 
I  buildings  in  an  Institution  like  this,  if  possible.    It  will  cost 

I  about  two  thousand  dollars  to  complete  the  Asylum  building, 
j  A  suitable  work  shop  could  be  built  and  furnished  as  above 

II  indicated  for  three  thousand  dollars. 

ij  I  submit  the  following  estimate  for  the  current  expenses  of 
jj  the  ensuing  year. 

I 
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For  ProvisioDs,  Fuel,  Med.  attendance,  kc,  §5,000  00 

Teacher's  Salary,    -       -       -       -  1,200  00 

Salary  of  Matron,       -       -       .       -  300  00 

Servants  Wa^es,   1.000  00 

•  -  Salary  of  Trustees,    -       -       -       -  300  00 

Superintendent,       -       -  -     800  00 


Total,       -----  88,600  00 

The  following  is  submitted  as  an  estimate  of  necessary  ex- 
penditure aside  from  the  current  expenses  : 

For  completing  the  Asylum  BniMing,       -    82.000  00 
The  erecrion  of  a  work  shop,      "  -  3,000  00 

"  Furniture  and  School  Apparatus.      -        1,000  00 


Total,       -----  86.000  00 

Attached  to  this  report  will  be  found  a  schedule  uf  dis- 
bursements on  account  of  ihe  Asylum  for  the  period  coTered 
since  mv  last  annual   statement.      I  be^  to  tender  my 
acknowledgments,  as  well  as  those  of  my  charge,  to  the  pro-  , 
prietors  of  the  following  papers,  which  have  been  furnished  to  , 
us  the  past  year  gratuitously :  ' 

Daily  Kansas  State  Reeord:  Daily  Kansas  Tribune  : 
Daily  Journal  and  Eepublican ;  Leavenworth  Commercial 
Tri-Weekly  ;  Leavenworth  Times  and  Conservative;  Wyan- 
dotte Gazette  :  Kansas  Farmer. 

In  concluding  this  paper,  permit  me,  gentlemen,  to  tender 
to  you  my  earnest  thanks  for  the  many  courtesies  for  \\ 
which  I  am  indebted  to  you.  The  spirit  of  fairness  that  has 
characterized  all  your  official  acts  toward  me,  have  always 
been  a  source  of  strength  in  the  management  of  the  affairs 
of  the  Asylum.  The  harmony  of  our  relations  has  impressed 
it:<  lesson  upon  every  inmate. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

H.  H.  SATTYER, 

Superintendeni . 
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]3ROOM  DEPARTMENT  ACCOUNT. 

Dr. 

To  amount  paid  for  Machinery  and  Tools  $179  80 

To  amount  paid  for  materials   826  84 

To  amount  paid  for  Foreman  and  overwork  of  pupils          138  35 

$1,144  55 
Cr. 

By  brooms  sold  .$1,096  80 

By  brooms  on  hand   84"  00 

By  materials  on  hand   100  00 

By  machinery  and  tools   175  00 

$1,455  80 
1,144  55 


Net  profit  $  311  2- 


DISBURSEMENTS. 

Salaries  of  teachers  $  958  00 

Salary  of  matron   300  00 

Wages  of  Servants   800  00 

Current  expenses   5,251  40 

Salarv  of  trustees,  1808   284  80 

Salary  of  trustees,  18(>0   300  00 

Salarv  of  Superintendent,  1868   600  00 

Salary  of  Superintendent,  1869   800  00 

Cisterns,  privy  and  walks   400  00 

Musical  instruments,  books  d'c   1,000  00 

Improvements   1,000  00 

Support  of  John  Bingcr   150  00 

$11,844  20 

RECEIPTS. 

Amount  State  scrip  drawn  Si0,092  80 

Amount  State  scrip  undrawn  ($57.20)  

Amount  realized  on  SSW  scrip  over  basis   65  00 

Amount  realized  on  $5,000  scrip  over  basis   750  00 

Amount  realized  on  ?^1,542  /30  scrip  over  basis   308  50 

Amount  realized  on  interest  accrued  $207   196  65 

Amount  realized  from  broom  department   311  25 

Amount  realized  on  $150  ,   120  Ot) 

$11,844  20 

Vouchers  for  every  dollar  of  tlie  above  expenditure  have 
been  taken  in  every  instance,  and  are  on  file  in  mj  office, 
subject  to  inspection. 
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I  submit  the  following  explanation  relative  to  the  State 
warrants  which  have  been  sold  by  me. 

The  scrip  was  drawn  from  the  Auditor,  on  the  basis  of 
eighty  cents  on  the  dollar.  That  is,  if  $80  00  cash  was  due. 
I  drew  §100  in  scrip  to  pay  the  bill,  and  took  my  voucher  for 
the  amount  of  scrip.  But  by  reference  to  the  above  state- 
ment it  will  be  seen  I  was  able  to  realize  a  much  higher  sum. 
To  do  this  I  borrowed  tnoney  at  ten  per  cent  interest,  and 
pledged  the  scrip  as  security,  and  thus  was  enabled  to  take 
advantage  of  the  scrip  market,  so  that  out  of  $7,042.50  of 
State  w'arrants  sold,  there  has  been  realized,  in  cash,  the  sum 
of  $6,954.15. 

Amount  of  cash  received  from  sale  of 

$  500.00  scrip  @  93  cents  $  465  00 

5000.00  scrip     95  cents   4750  00 

1542.50  scrip     100  cents   1542  50 

207  scrip  interest  accrued  @  95  cents   196  65 

$6,954  15 


DAILY  ROUTINE. 


6    o'clock,  Rise. 

6|  to  8, 

Breakfast  and  Recess. 

8  to  12, 

Literature. 

12  to  1, 

Dinner  and  Recess. 

1  to  6, 

Music,  Calisthenic  exercise  and  Labor. 

6  to  7, 

Supper  and  Recess. 

7  to  8, 

Reading  aloud. 

8  to  9, 

Recess  and  retire. 
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PROPOSITION  FOII  INSUIIANCE. 


I  herewith  submit  a  communication  of  A.  B.  Bartktt  & 
Son,  which  I  desire  your  careful  consideration.  At  this 
time  I  believe  we  should  insure : 

Wyandotte,  Kansas,  ") 
November  23d,  1869.  / 

H.  II.  Sawyer.,  Esq..,  Supt  Blind  Asylum  : 

Dear  Sir — We  make  the  following  proposition,  to  insure 
the  State  Blind  Asylum  located  in  this  city : 

We  propose  to  insure  $15,000  on  the  building,  divided 
equally  among  the  Aetna^  of  Hartford;  the  Phamix,  of  Hart- 
ford, and  Home  of  New  Haven.  The  rates  you  will  observe 
are  higher  in  proportion  for  one  year,  thaii  for  a  series  : 

This  is  the  rule  of  the  Companies  and  the  reasons  are 
obvious. 

$15,000  for  1  year  (a',  1  per  cent,  $150  00 

15,000  for  3  years  (cu  1^  per  cent,  225  00 

15,000  for  5  years  («>  2i  per  cent,  337  50 

The  furniture,  pianos,  etc.,  in  the  building,  will  be  taken  by 
these  Companies  at  a  slight  per  cent  lower,  (10  per  cent 
probably.)  In  regard  to  the  solvency  and  fire- tried  virtues 
of  these  Companies,  we  need  say  nothing.  The  payment  of 
$20,000  on  the  State  Insane  Asylum  of  Ohio,  and  of  $10,000 
on  the  Union  School  building  at  Atchison,  only  last  month, 
speak  louder  than  words.  The  placing  of  State  Insurance 
with  home  companies  is  most  laudable,  when  the  companies 
are  able  to  bear  unshaken  severe  losses.  But  we  have  seen 
from  experience  that  large  sweeping  fires,  and  sometimes  a 
sin2;le  heavy  loss  will  prostrate  home  companies  whose  capital 
is  not  co-equal  with  their  energy  and  enterprise. 

Hoping  sir,  that  you  will  consider  this  proposition  favor- 
ably, and  recommend  the  same  to  the  consideration  of  the 
State  board,  w^e  are 

Yours  very  truly, 
(Signed)       A.  B.  BARTLETT  &  SON, 

AgeMs. 


CIRCULAR. 


KANSAS  INSTITUTE  FOR  THE  EDUCATION   OF  THE 

BLIND. 

This  Institution  is  located  at  Wyandotte,  Kansas,  occupy- 
ing a  healthful  and  beautiful  site  in  the  western  part  of  the 
city.  It  is  strictly  an  Educational  establishment,  having  for 
its  object  the  moral,  intellectual  and  physical  training  of  the 
young  blind  of  both  sexes  residing  in  the  State,  and  is,  there- 
fore, neither  an  Asylum  for  the  aged  and  helpless^  nor  a 
hospital  for  the  treatment  of  disease.  For  the  information 
of  applicants  and  other  interested  parties,  the  following 
compilation  is  made  from  the  regulations  of  the  Institute,  viz: 

1.  As  a  rule,  applicants  who  are  under  nine  or  over  twenty- 
one  years  of  age,  are  not  admitted  ;  but  exceptions  are  some- 
times made  in  peculiar  cases  at  the  discretion  of  the  board  of 
trustees. 

2.  No  persons  of  imbecile  or  unsound  mind,  or  of  con- 
firmed immoral  character,  will  be  knowingly  received  into 
the  Institute,  and  in  case  any  pupil  shall,  after  a  fair  trial, 
prove  incompetent  for  useful  instruction,  or  disobedient  to  the 
rules  of  the  Institute,  such  pupil  will  be  thereupon  discharged. 

8.  No  charge  is  to  be  made  for  the  instruction  of  pupils. 
Should  parents  or  guardians  Avho  are  able  to  pay  for  the 
education  of  their  children  desire  to  do  so,  i\iQy  can  receive 
the  terms  by  application  to  the  Superintendent. 

4.  All  are  required  to  come  with  an  adequate  suppi}^  of 
good  comfortable  clothing,  embracing  suitable  articles  for 
both  summer  and  winter  wear,  in  such  quantity  as  to  admit 
of  the  necessar}^  changes  for  washing  and  repairing. 


I  —=^-  ^  ==1 

|.                                  -15  j 

j       5.  Each  article  of  clothing  should  be  distinctly  marked 

I  with  the  owner's  name,  in  order  to  prevent  confusion  or  loss,  j 
i   and  must  be  sent  in  good  order  and  condition,  not  only  on 

the  first  entrance  of  the  pu^^il,  but  also  at  each  subsequent 

return  from  home  after  the  vacations. 

6.  Persons  bringing  pupils  to  the  Institute  or  visiting  them  j 
while  there,  cannot  be  accommodated   with   boarding  and 
lodging  during  their  stay  in  the  city.  j 

7.  All  traveling  expenses  incurred  by  pupils  in  coming  to  ! 
or  going  from  the  Institute,  must  be  defrayed  b^?  their  parents 
or  guardians-  j: 

8.  All  letters  to  the  pupils  should  be  addressed  to  the  care  [| 
I  of  the  Institute,  in  order  to  insure  their  prompt  delivery.  I| 
I  '  9.  Persons  wishing  to  procure  the  admission  of  pupils,  ; 
\   should  apply  to  the  Superintendent,  by  letter  or  otherwise,  ! 

j   for  instructions  as  to  the  procedure;  and  no  pupil  should  be  I 

!  sent  to  the  Institute  until  such  instructions  shall  have  been  I; 
I   complied  with. 

H.  H.  SAWYER,  | 

Su2?eri7itendent.  \ 
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OFFICEllS  OF  THE  INSTITUTION. 


TRUSTEES. 

WILLIAM  LAKIMEE,  Leavenworth. 
F.  P.  BAKBE,  Topeka. 
FKEDEEICK  SPECK,  Wyandotte. 


Superintendent : 
W.  W.  UPDEGEAFF. 
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Teachers  of  Literature : 
Miss  Nettie  Warren,  Miss  Kate  Burgard. 


Teacher  of  ^Music: 
Mrs.  Lizzie  Houck. 


REPORT  OF  TRUSTEES. 


To  His  Excellency  James  M.  Harvey,  Governor  of  Kansas  : 

lu  obedience  to  law,  the  Trustees  of  the  State  Institution 
for  the  Education  of  the  Blind  herewith  transmit  to  your 
Excellency  their  Third  Annual  Eeport. 

Accompanying  this  you  will  also  find  the  report  of  the 
Superintendent.  We  take  pleasure  in  bearing  testimony  to 
the  faithful  discharge  of  their  duties  by  the  Superintendent, 
Matron  and  Teachers.  The  progress  of  the  pupils,  and 
general  condition  of  the  Institution  is  all  that  could  be  ex- 
pected under  all  the  circumstances  in  which  the  Institution 
is  placed.  The  suggestions  made  by  the  Superintendent,  in 
his  report,  are  respectfully  submitted  for  your  consideration. 
We  would  particularly  refer  you  to  that  portion  in  regard  to 
the  construction  of  a  workshop  and  sleeping  apartments.  It 
is  almost  indispensable  to  the  success  of  the  Institution  to 
provide  apartments  to  enable  the  boys  and  girls  to  be  lodged 
in  separate  buildings. 

A  workshop  is  badly  needed,  and  in  connection  there- 
with sleeping  rooms  for  boys  can  be  provided  with  but  little 
additional  expense,  and  at  the  same  time  the  capacity  of  the 
Institution  will  be  doubled.  According  to  the  best  informa- 
tion in  our  possession,  the  outlay  for  a  workshop  and  sleep- 
ing rooms  would  be  about  $3,000. 

In  reference  to  the  clothing  of  indigent  pupils,  we 
recommend  that  such  legislation  be  had  as  will  authorize  the 
Superintendent  to  provide  such  clothing  as  is  necessary, 
where  the  parent  or  guardian  is  unable  to  do  so.    It  might 
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be  so  arranged  that  the  county  from  which  the  pupil  comes 
should  refund  the  amount  expended  for  clothing,  if  it  was 
thought  best. 

Experience  has  taught  us  that  to  fullfil  the  objects  of  the 
Institution,  it  is  necessary  that  those  to  be  benefitted  by  it 
should  be  made  acquainted  with  everything  in  relation 
thereto.  Correspondence  with  parents  or  guardians  does 
not  seem  to  answer  the  purpose,  and  it  has  been  necessary  to 
make  personal  visits.  This  will  have  to  be  done  in  the 
future,  and  to  cover  the  necessary  expense,  we  recommend 
that  a  small  appropriation  be  made. 

The  report  of  the  Superintendent  being  so  full  in  respect 
to  the  affairs  of  the  Institution  and  its  needs,  we  conclude 
by  again  calling  attention  thereto,  and  urging  a  continuance 
of  the  fostering  care  of  the  State,  to  the  unfortunate  children 
committed  to  our  charge. 

Eespectfully  submitted, 

FRED.  SPECK, 
WM.  LARIMER, 
P.  BAKER, 

Trustees. 

November  30,  1870. 


REPORT  OF  SUPERINTENDENT. 


To  the  Board  of  Trustees : 

Genltemen:  In  presenting  you  the  Third  Annual  Report 
from  this  office,  it  is  necessary  to  state  that  it  embraces  only 
the  portion  of  the  fiscal  year  from  March  24th  to  November 
30th.  My  predecessor  having  left  no  books,  records,  or 
vouchers  of  any  kind  in  this  office,  I  have  no  data  from 
which  to  make  up  the  transactions  of  the  Institution  prior 
to  the  24th  of  March. 

I  have  opened  a  set  of  books  which  show  the  trans- 
actions of  this  office,  and  which  will  remain  in  it  as  the 
property  of  the  Institution. 

The  number  of  pupils  in  attendance,  during  the  year,  is 
twenty-three,  and  several  others  would  have  been  in  attend- 
ance only  for  lack  of  proper  clothing.  The  Legislature  hav- 
ing made  no  provision  for  such  case,  I  was  unable  to  aiford 
the  necessary  assistance. 

With  a  view  to  obtain  the  number  of  blind  persons  in 
the  State,  their  names  and  postoffice,  I  addressed,  in  July,  a 
circular  letter  to  the  officers  engaged  in  taking  the  census, 
members  of  the  last  Legislature,  clergymen,  etc.,  but  have 
received  but  few  responses.  There  appears  to  be  at  least  ten 
of  school  age  who  have  not  been  in  school. 

The  indifference  of  some  parents  to  the  education  of 
their  blind  children,  and  the  ungrounded  fears  of  others  that 
theirs  would  not  be  kindly  treated,  are  alike  to  be  regretted, 
inasmuch  as  the  children  fail  to  receive  the  benefits  of  one 
of  the  noblest  enterprises  of  modern  civilization.  It  is  a 
singular  circumstance  that  a  lack  of  information  in  regard  to 
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the  terms  of  admission  should  be  offered  as  an  excuse  for  not 
sending  pupils  here  when  the  information  could  be  had  for 
the  asking.  The  plan  of  sending  out  agents  to  confer  di- 
rectly with  those  interested  (practiced  by  some  of  the  other 
States)  is,  perhaps,  the  only  effective  method  of  removing 
prejudice,  and  awakening  the  necessary  interest.  As  no 
means  have  been  provided  for  that  service,  it  is,  perhaps,  best 
that  we  avail  ourselves  of  every  opportunity  to  spread  the 
necessary  information.  With  that  object  in  view,  I  shall  be 
excused  for  making  the  following  brief  statements  : 

1.  This  Institution  is  a  school  for  the  education  of  the 
blird  youth  of  the  State,  and  not  an  infirmary  where  diseases 
of  the  eye  are  treated  ;  nor  an  asylum  or  home  for  the  poor, 
the  aged,  nor  the  infirm. 

2.  The  object  and  scope  of  the  Institution  is  the  im- 
parting of  an  education  to  the 'blind,  equivalent  to  that 
received  by  seeing  children  in  the  common  schools;  with  the 
addition  of  a  thorough  knowledge  of  music,  and  some  trade 
or  handicraft  that  may  be  useful  in  after  life. 

3.  Children  who  are  not  entirely  blind,  but  whose  eye- 
sight is  naturally  so  defective,  or  whose  eyes  are  so  much 
impaired  from  accident  or  disease,  as  to  prevent  them  from 
being  educated  with  seeing  children,  are  entitled  to  admis- 
sion here,  as  well  as  the  totally  blind. 

4.  Tuition,  board,  washing,  and  the  use  of  school  books 
and  musical  instruments  are  free.  So  also  are  instruction  in 
handicraft,  and  medical  attendance  in  sickness. 

5.  The  Institution  does  not  furnish  clothing  nor  trans- 
portation to  nor  from  it. 

The  pleasures  and  advantages  to  be  derived  from  the 
possession  of  an  education  by  the  blind  need  not  be  ampli- 
fied here.  They  are  surely  worthy  the  attention  of  the  phi- 
lanthropist, and  the  best  effort  of  the  teacher  and  pupil. 
While  it  is  the  aim  of  this  Institution  to  impart  general  cul- 
ture, its  efforts  are  more  especially  directed  to  those  branches 
of  study,  and  that  course  of  training  which  will  enable  each 
pupil  to  do  the  most  good,  and  derive  the  greatest  amount  of 
pecuniary  profit  from  the  exercise  of  his  or  her  accomplish- 
ments. 
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Some  blind  persons  become  successful  teachers  of  music, 
and  even  of  literature.  Some  find  the  tuning  of  musical  in- 
struments a  profitable  employment,  and  some  doubtless  do ; 
and  many  more  might  receive  a  part  of  the  means  of  support 
from  the  various  religious  congregations,  where  church  music 
constitutes  a  part  of  the  service.  Some  succeed  in  the  pro- 
duction of  useful  and  ornamental  articles  of  handicraft;  and 
some  even  by  operating  the  sewing  machine. 

But  if  an  education  does  not  open  up  many  avenues  to  a 
competency  to  the  blind,  it  at  least  opens  up  some,  and  to 
those  who  become  qualified  to  tread  them,  they  are  of  great 
importance. 

While  teaching  the  blind  is  a  slow  and  laborious  work, 
it  is  pleasurable  to  observe  that  they  usually  make  satisfac- 
tory progress  and  properly  appreciate  their  acquisitions. 

The  system  of  instruction  in  this  Institution  is  that 
which  is  known  as  the  Braille.  No  other  is  used.  In  fact  it 
leaves  very  little  to  be  desired,  save  the  adoption  of  a  few 
word  and  part  word  signs,  and  a  change  in  the  alphabet,  so 
that  the  sounds  which  occur  most  frequently  in  the  language 
shall  be  represented  by  the  simplest  signs.  And,  perhaps, 
also  the  changing  of  the  greater  length  of  the  face  of  the 
type  from  the  perpendicular  to  the  horizontal,  with  a  view  to 
the  saving  of  space  in  printing,  as  suggested  by  Mr.  Wait  of 
the  New  York  Institute  for  the  Blind. 

For  a  clear  statement  of  the  advantages  of  the  point 
system,  and  an  able  argument  in  favor  of  its  adoption,  we 
have  only  to  refer  to  Mr.  Wait's  report  for  the  year  1868, 
and  from  which  I  take  the  liberty  of  making  the  following 
extract :  "  But  it  is  urged  against  the  point  signs  that  they 
are  arbitrary  and  unlike  the  signs  used  by  the  seeing.  If 
this  objection  were  valid,  it  is  difficult  to  see  why  the  blind 
should  have  many  of  the  facilities  they  now  enjoy,  inasmuch 
as  they  differ  from  the  means  used  by  the  seeing  for  the  same 
object." 

"  There  is  in  reality  no  force  in  this  objection ;  for  it  is 
illogical  to  say  that  a  system  made  for  the  blind  is  defective, 
simply  because  it  does  not  suit  the  seeing,  nor  conform  to  that 
which  the  seeing  use  for  a  like  purpose.  The  necessities  of 
the  blind  grow  out  of  their  condition,  and  the  true  value  of 
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anything  made  for  their  use  is  found  in  the  fact  that  it  is 
adapted  to  their  condition  and  meets  their  necessities,  regard- 
less of  other  considerations.  Doubtless  this  objection  has 
grown  out  of  the  general  principle  that  the  blind  should  be  as 
much  like  the  seeing  as  possible.  This  is  true  of  the  ends  or 
final  results,  but  is  in  nowise  true  of  means  used  to  produce 
results.  Thus  all  the  seeing  of  school-able  age  read,  or  at 
least  may  if  they  will.  Then,  in  order  to  be  like  the  seeing, 
all  the  blind  of  schoolable  age  should  be  able  to  read.  Now, 
which  is  the  more  important;  that  all  the  young  blind  should 
be  able  to  read,  thus  being  in  fact  like  the  seeing,  or  that 
they  should  be  taught  an  alphabet  which,  in  some  sort,  re- 
sembles that  used  by  the  seeing,  but  by  doing  which,  only 
thirty-four  per  cent,  of  them  will  ever  be  able  to  read  with 
any  pleasure  or  profit?  The  answer  of  every  blind  person 
and  e^ery  practical  educator  is  obvious." 

"  The  important  point  is,  that  the  blind  shall  be  like  the 
seeing  in  what  they  know  and  can  do,  no  matter  whether  the 
means  of  knowing  and  doing  be  the  same  as  are  used  by  the 
seeing  or  not." 

"But  the  point  signs  have  another  important  advantage 
besides  that  of  being  easily  learned  at  any  time  of  life,  by  any 
blind  person.  They  can  be  used  in  writing  music,  keeping 
accounts,  and  transcribing  books ;  so  that  in  one  and  the  * 
same  system  the  blind  can  read  and  write,  thus  relieving  the 
memory  of  heavy  burdens,  and  enabling  them  to  grasp  a  far 
greater  range  of  subjects,  or  to  engage  more  deeply  and  suc- 
cessfully in  any  given  study  or  pursuit." 

The  great  value  of  this  system  is  fully  demonstrated  in 
this  Institute.  'Not  having  the  means  of  purchasing  books, 
we  are  under  the  necessity  of  making  them.  The  teachers 
read  the  lessons,  every  word  of  which  is  carefully  printed 
by  the  pupils.  The  sheets  are  corrected  and  numbered,  and 
when  the  book  is  completed,  it  is  bound.  Thus  the  pupil  has 
a  neat  and,  to  him,  valuable  book,  which  his  own  hands  have 
made.  Sixteen  volumes  have  already  been  made,  consisting 
of  spellers,  readers  and  grammars. 

It  is  stated  in  the  Third  Annual  Eeport  of  the  Trustees 
of  the  American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind,  that  "  In  the 
library  of  the  Kentucky  school  for  the  blind,  are  books 
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printed  in  six  distinct  alphabets ;  in  England  five  different 
systems  are  in  use,  and  the  alphabets  on  the  continent  of 
Europe  are  totally  different  from  those  employed  in  England." 

In  this  country  we  have  the  Roman  Capital,  or  Philadel- 
phia Letter,  the  Angular  Lower  Case,  or  Boston,  and  the 
Braille ;  and,  also,  a  combination  of  the  Philadelphia  and 
Boston  systems,  and  a  material  modification  of  the  Braille ; 
making,  in  fact,  four  distinct  systems. 

This  is  equally  remarkable  as  perplexing.  That  its  per- 
plexities should  long  continue,  to  the  great  detriment  of  the 
blind,  when  the  method  of  their  removal  is  so  obvious,  would 
be  still  more  remarkable.  Why  an  Association  of  Superin- 
tendents of  American  Institutions  for  the  Blind,  with  annual 
meetings,  has  not  been  formed,  I  am  unable  to  say.  It  would 
be  the  province,  and  wholly  within  the  power  of  such  an 
association,  to  settle  upon  and  adopt  a  uniform  system  for 
the  whole  country.  A  system  which  would  confer  the  ability 
upon  every  educated  blind  person  in  the  United  States  to 
confer  with  any  other.  It  would  render  all  printed  matter 
for  the  blind  uniform;  render  the  business  of  the  publisher 
more  stable ;  warranting  him  in  increasing  his  facilities,  and 
in  extending  the  amount  and  variety  of  his  publications ; 
and,  ultimately,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  and  believed,  greatly  less- 
ening the  cost.  The  system  agreed  upon  should  be  faithfully  . 
adhered  to  for  a  series  of  years. 

But  the  settling  of  a  system  would  not  be  the  only  good 
resulting  from  the  meetings  of  the  association.  The  discus- 
sion of  the  methods  of  instruction,  the  branches  to  be  taught, 
with  their  known  or  probable  utilitarian  results ;  the  train- 
ing or  handicraft  most  likely  to  enable  the  blind  to  procure 
the  means  of  subsistence  and  comfort ;  the  location  and  con- 
struction of  buildings,  etc.,  would  not  only  interest  the  mem- 
bers, but,  what  is  of  more  consequence,  redound  to  the  great 
advantage  of  the  blind.  It  might  be  a  matter  not  only  of 
interest,  but  of  advantage,  to  admit  blind  persons  to  mem- 
bership in  such  an  association.  At  any  rate  the  blind  could 
make  their  views  and  wishes  known  to  such  an  association 
effectively  by  letters,  addresses,  petitions,  etc. 

Dr.  Howe,  of  the  Massachusetts  Asylum  for  the  Blind, 
and  Mr.  Wait,  of  the  New  York  Institute  for  the  Blind,  have 
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signified  to  me  their  readiness  for  the  formation  of  such  an 
association. 

It  would  be  a  circumstance  greatly  to  be  regretted 
should  it  be  found  that  among  those  possessed  of  position 
and  iDfluence,  adequate  to  the  success  of  a  so  much  needed 
reform,  any  should  be  found  too  much  attached  to  their 
present  systems ;  so  much  prejudiced  against  change ;  pos- 
sessed of  too  much  pride  of  opinion  to  yield  anything;  a 
desire  to  compel  the  relinquishment  of  all  other  systems,  save 
their  own  pet  system  ]  or  more  unfortunate  still,  be  so  much 
interested,  pecuniarily,  in  some  publishing  house,  as  to  be  led 
to  oppose  this  much  needed  reform.  They  surely  could  not 
be  indifferent  to  the  great  advantages  its  successful  accom- 
plishment would  bring  to  the  blind. 

For  the  more  definite  information  of  those  interested,  it 
may  be  well  to  state  that  this  Institution  is  eligibly  situated 
in  the  western  limits  of  the  city ;  that  the  building  stands 
near  the  center  of  the  ten  acres  of  land  donated  by  the  city 
for  the  use  of  the  Institution.  The  house  is  substantially 
built  of  brick,  on  a  stone  basement;  in  size  it  is  42x61  feet, 
and  two  stories  in  height  above  the  basement,  and  divided 
as  follows:  Basement — into  broom-shop,  store-room,  wood- 
room,  cellar,  hall,  furnace-room  and  bath-room.  The  first 
floor — parlor,  office,  two  school-rooms,  dining-room  and 
kitchen.  Upper  story  divided  into  eight  bed-rooms.  A  hall 
runs  through  the  centre  of  each  story,  from  east  to  west. 

Nearly  one-half  of  the  building,  the  portion  erected  last 
year,  was  unfinished  until  recentty.  Advantage  was  taken 
of  the  past  vacation  to  complete  it.  The  building  presents 
an  attractive  and  neat  appearance,  and  answers  well  the  pur- 
pose for  which  it  was  erected. 

The  stable  and  wagon  shed  are  temporary  affairs  and 
should  be  replaced  by  something  more  substantial.  A  cross 
fence,  to  render  the  pasture  available  without  the  annoyance 
of  stock  around  the  building,  is  much  needed. 

An  orchard  of  apple,  peach,  pear  and  cherry  trees  was 
planted  last  spring,  and  has  done  well,  though  a  few  failed  to 
grow  on  account  of  spring  drought. 

The  yield  from  the  gardens  was  satisfactory.  The  stock 
has  done  well.    The  two  hogs  purchased  in  April  for  $19.20, 
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increased  to  nine  in  July ;  five  of  which  were  sold  the  last  of 
September  for  $15  ;  leaving  two  worth  $4  each,  one  $16,  and 
one  $25.  The  cost  of  keeping  them,  over  and  above  the 
slops,  is  $7.50.  An  additional  cow,  making  two,  was  pur- 
chased in  the  spring,  but  not  proving  satisfactory,  was  sold 
and  another  purchased  recently. 

In  the  broom  department,  but  little  has  been  done.  In 
the  spring  there  was  no  broom  corn  on  hand,  and  as  it  was 
scarce  and  dear,  $170  per  ton,  but  little  was  procured.  The 
shop  was  closed,  of  course,  during  vacation.  It  was  re-opened 
at  the  commencement  of  the  present  term,  since  which  time 
forty-three  dozens  of  brooms  have  been  made ;  but  the  supply, 
recently,  being  far  in  excess  of  the  demand,  the  business 
ceases  to  be  remunerative.  Our  boys  being  too  young  to 
learn  the  broom  trade  with  profit  to  themselves  or  the  Insti- 
tution, I  have  not  pushed  matters.  The  broom-shop  has  been 
self-sustaining. 

Of  the  four  thousand  dollars  appropriated  for  provisions, 
lights,  fuel,  etc.,  for  the  fiscal  year  about  to  close,  two  thou- 
sand one  hundred  and  ninety-six  dollars  and  ninety-four 
cents  were  required  during  the  first  quarter  of  the  fiscal  year, 
leaving  me  but  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  three  dollars 
and  six  cents,  for  the  three  remaining  quarters.  I  regret  to 
state  that  the  strictest  economy  has  not  enabled  me  to  reach 
the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  on  that  amount. 

The  appropriation  for  the  pay  of  teachers  was  one  thou- 
sand dollars.  Three  teachers  are  necessary,  and  three  are 
employed,  at  a  salary  of  forty-three  dollars  per  month  each, 
and  as  the  session  lasts  nine  months,  the  amount  falls  short 
of  paying  them  by  eighty  dollars,  not  taking  the  discount  of 
the  scrip  into  account,  which,  at  seven  per  cent.,  would  be 
eighty  dollars  and  eighty-five  cents  more ;  making  eleven 
hundred  and  sixty-five  dollars  necessary  for  the  pay  of 
teachers. 

It  is  necessary  that  there  be  one  teacher  for  the  primary 
class,  one  for  the  grammar  class,  and  one  for  music,  knitting, 
sewing,  crocheting,  tetting,  bead  work,  etc.  I  reproduce  the 
very  Just  remarks  of  my  predecessor  in  his  report  of  last 
year  :  "  To  some  the  number  of  teachers  may  seem  extrava- 
gant.   It  must  be  remembered  that  the  pupils  of  this  Insti- 
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tution  are  blind  and  helpless,  comparatively  speaking.  Could 
illustrations  be  adduced  to  the  eye,  as  well  as  the  ear,  one 
teacher  might  perform  all  the  duties  which  require  two  now. 
As  it  is,  each  pupil  must  be  instructed  separately,  and  largely 
through  the  sense  of  touch.  In  no  way  could  the  number  of 
teachers  be  lessened  and  the  efficiency  of  the  school  main- 
tained." 

A  portion  of  the  roof  was  so  bare  of  paint  that  paint- 
ing was  a  necessity,  and  the  entire  roof  will  need  an  addi- 
tional coat  next  spring. 

The  furnace  top  having  so  completely  burned  out  as  to 
fill  the  house  with  smoke,  I  had  it  replaced  with  a  new  one. 
I  trust  it  may  answer  for  the  winter ;  but,  of  course,  it  will 
speedily  prove  a  nuisance,  as  all  such  aj)pliances  do.  The 
method  of  warming  buildings  by  hot  air  alone  is  defective, 
and  the  appliances  heretofore  employed,  save  steam  pipes, 
still  more  so. 

The  air  furnished  the  inmates  of  this  Institution,  in 
their  school  and  sleeping  rooms,  is  the  common  air  of  the 
broom-shop,  the  wood-room,  the  store-room  and  the  cellar. 
After  having  been  once  used  (a  portion  of  it)  by  the  work- 
men in  the  broom-shop  and  the  wood-room,  it  comes  up 
slightly  "  warmed  over,"  to  the  rooms  above,  often  loaded 
with  dust  odors  and  gasses,  if  not  with  smoke,  to  produce 
headache  and  disgust.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  we  should 
be  longer  obliged  to  use  a  method  so  defective  and  bungling, 
for  warming  and  ventilating.  The  air  to  be  heated  should 
have  been  furnished  directly  from  the  outside  of  the  build- 
ing. The  hot  air  flues  should  have  been  in  the  corridor  walls 
instead  of  the  exterior  walls.  There  are  nine  large,  expen- 
sive and  unsightly  tin  pipes,  each  fifteen  feet  or  more  in 
length,  running  through  the  basement,  not  one  foot  of  which 
was  necessary. 

To  provide  enlarged  accommodations  it  will  soon  be 
necessary  to  convert  the  broom-shop  and  store-room  into  a 
dining-room  and  kitchen,  and  then  those  pipes  will  be  an 
especial  annoyance.  Again,  the  ventilating  flues  open  on 
the  outside  of  the  building,  just  below  the  cornice,  and  on 
the  side  of  the  building  against  which  the  wind  may  be  blow- 
ing, instead  of  carrying  the  air  out  of  the  rooms  as  intended, 
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they  carry  it  in,  in  a  full  stream.  On  a  windy  day,  when  as 
tightly  closed  as  they  are  capable  of  being,  they  admit  a 
stream  of  air  sufficient  to  move  a  large  handkerchief.  The 
outside  openings  of  these  flues  will  have  to  be  closed  and 
others  made  on  the  inside  in  the  attic  where  they  will  not  be 
affected  by  the  wind. 

If  the  method  of  warming  the  buildings  by  heated  air 
alone  is  not  radically  defective,  it  is  at  least  unsatisfactory. 
The  temperature  of  a  room  that  may  be  agreeable  to  one, 
may  be  uncomfortable  to  another;  the  degree  of  warmth 
that  may  be  sufficient  for  a  person  who  has  been  some  time 
in  a  room,  may  be  wholly  insufficient  for  one  who  has  just 
come  in  from  the  cold  or  the  wet.  The  degree  of  heat  re- 
quired must  be  equal  to  the  necessities  and  conditions  of 
those  who  require  most,  and  that  is  a  discomfort  to  those 
who  require  less  to  least. 

A  rational  method  would  be  to  admit  an  adequate  sup- 
ply of  fresh  air  partially  warmed — say  to  a  degree  of  heat  a 
little  less  than  sufficient  for  those  who  require  least,  and  then 
make  up  the  deficiency  by  direct  radiation  from  heaters  of 
some  kind  in  the  room. 

Steam  is  now  the  favorite  agent  in  warming  buildings  ; 
and  I  know  of  no  better  arrangement  than  a  room  wholly 
separated  from  all  others — especially  the  furnace  and  engine 
room — but  opening  freely  to  the  external  air,  and  containing 
a  sufficient  number  of  steam  pipes  to  heat  a  sufficient  amount 
of  air  to  the  minimnm  degree  required  in  the  rooms  above, 
and  then  further  heat  a  portion  of  it  by  a  radiator  on  one 
side  of  the  room  to  the  maximum  degree  required.  But  it 
may  be  asked:  Would  not  the  radiator  soon  heat  all  the  air 
in  the  room  to  the  maximum  degree  ?  Yes,  if  there  were  no 
ventilation.  But  not  so  if  there  are  ventilators  of  proper 
construction,  and  in  proper  order ;  for  the  greater  the  degree 
of  heat,  the  more  rapidly  will  the  air  be  changed. 

Of  course,  ventilation  ought  to  be  forced ;  not  by  fans, 
but  by  having  the  ventilating  flues  carried  into  the  main 
chimney,  and  separated  from  the  furnace  flue  only  by  thin 
metal  partitions. 

A  good  and  cheap  method  of  warming  buildings  (and  the 
one  I  recommend  you  to  adopt  in  this  Institution)  would  be 
a  safely  constructed  stove  with  an  air  chamber  in  the  back, 
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the  bottom  of  which  shall  freely  communicate  with  the  ex- 
ternal atmosphere.  The  air  thus  admitted  is  partially  heated 
by  the  stove  (and  by  that  part  of  it  from  which  but  little  ra- 
dial heat  is  derived,  usually,  as  most  house  stoves  sit  near  a 
wall)  and  is  then  further  heated  by  passing  between  the 
smoke-carrying  pipe  and  a  larger  and  outer  one,  to  pass  into 
the  room  near  the  ceiling.  The  cold  air  in  the  room  is  re- 
moved, partly  by  supplying  the  fire  and  partly  through  a 
register  just  above  the  base  board,  and  which  opens  into  the 
ventilating  flue,  running  up  beside  the  smoke- carrying  flue, 
and  separated  from,  it  by  a  thin  partition  of  metal.  The  air 
in  the  ventilating  flue  becoming  warmed  by  its  contact  with 
the  metal  partition,  ascends,  while  the  cold  air  (and  with  it  the 
carbonic  acid  gas)  in  the  lower  part  of  the  room  passes  into 
the  flue.  An  additional  ventilator  near  the  ceiling,  to  be 
opened  occasionally,  suggests  itself 

But  the  question  may  be  asked :  Are  stoves  safe  for  the 
blind?  I  answer:  I  should  have  no  hesitancy  in  employing 
them,  if  of  proper  construction,  and  with  guards  to  prevent 
contact  of  clothing,  etc. 

The  necessities  of  the  Institution  will  soon  require  a 
work-shop.  It  should,  when  erected,  be  two  stories  in  height, 
with  the  upper  one  arranged  for  dormitories  for  the  male  pu- 
pils. Even  a  small  building  thus  arranged,  together  with  a 
change  of  the  dining-room  and.  kitchen  to  the  basement, 
would  about  double  the  capacity  of  the  Institution,  render- 
ing its  accommodations  suflScient  for  several  years  to  come. 

Additional  bedding,  school  books,  maps,  globes,  etc.,  are 
now  a  necessity. 

An  additional  instrument  of  music  is  much  needed,  and 
I  suggest  that  an  organ  be  the  kind  asked  for.  This  instru- 
ment is  selected  in  preference  to  the  piano  for  the  reason  that 
we  have  the  piano ;  and  the  further  and  better  reason  that  an 
organ  will  incline  our  pupils  to  a  better  knowledge  of  church 
music  ;  and  a  knowledge  of  church  music  may  place  some  of 
them  in  the  position  of  organists  with  pecuniary  compensa- 
tions ;  and  surely  we  should  strive  to  open  to  them  as  many 
avenues  to  a  subsistence  as  possible. 

The  wagon  Ave  have  is  very  unsuited,  in  construction,  to 
some  of  our  uses.    It  should  be  sold  and  one  better  adapted 
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to  our  piirpoRCS  purchased  in  its  stead.  To  this  end  a  small 
sum  will  bo  necessary.  The  possession  of  a  plow  and  other 
garden  implements  is  desirable.  I  found  it  a  disagreeable 
necessity  to  borrow  such  things  the  past  season. 

There  is  yet  about  one-third  of  the  grounds  belonging  to 
the  Institution  (say  about  three  acres)  thickly  covered  with 
large  hazel  brush,  and  which  from  several  considerations, 
should  be  grubbed  out.  Having  grubbed  out,  with  my  own 
hands,  an  acre  or  more,  the  past  season,  my  ambition  in  that 
direction  is  satisfied,  and  I  have  concluded  to  let  the  State 
grub  the  residue.  Especially  as  the  compensation  received 
is  no  just  reward  for  the  duties  and  responsibilities  involved. 
Under  an  official  bond  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  my  time  fully 
occupied,  and  no  other  compensation  than  eight  hundred 
dollars  in  State  scrip.  I  suggest  that  you  ask  for  whatever 
amount  you  may  find  necessary  to  clear  out  the  residue  of 
the  grounds.  Also,  a  small  sum  to  replace  the  fruit  trees 
(40)  killed  by  the  dry  weather  and  for  the  purchase  of  a  few 
more  evergreens. 

It  would  seem  a  matter  worthy  of  your  consideration 
that  a  small  sum  be  appropriated  to  enable  indigent  pupils  to 
attend  school,  by  furnishing  the  necessary  clothing.  I  doubt 
not,  you  will  see  the  propriety  of  asking  for  it. 

The  following  sums  will  be  necessary  to  conduct  the  In- 
stitution to  the  close  of  the  next  fiscal  year : 
For  provisions,  lights,  fuel,  medical  attendance, 

medicines,  postage,  stationery,  etc.,  -       $5,000  00 

Salaries  of  Teachers  (including  deficiency  of  $108.36 

for  past  year)        _  .  .  .  1,273  36 

Salary  of  Matron   -  -  -  -  -        500  00 

Salaries  of  Trustees,     -  -  -  -  300  00 

Salary  of  Superintendent,  -  -  -     1,000  00 

Wages  of  Servants,  Gardener,  etc.,      -  -  900  00 

There  should,  also,  be  appropriated  the  following  sums: 
Tor  Furniture  and  Bedding,        -  -  -       $250  00 

For  Books,  Maps,  Globes,  Printing,  etc.,     -  -     150  00 

For  Clearing  Grounds     -  -  -  -  60  00 

For  Fencing,  -  -  -  -  -     100  00 

For  Wagon,  -  -         -  -     ^    -        150  00 

For  Organ,  350  00 

For  Painting  and  Kepair  of  Building,  -  100  00 
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For  other  repairs,  Horse-Shoeing,  Garden  Imple- 
ments, etc.,        -----    $100  00 
For  Clothing,        -  -  -  -  -         100  00 

For  Eeplacing  40  Fruit  Trees,  $10,  and  for  Purchas- 
ing 50  Evergreens,  $25,  -  -  -  -  35  00 
Our  thanks  are  due  Mr.  Adolph.  Meyer,  Yice  President, 
and  Gen.  A.  Anderson,  Superintendent  of  the  Kansas  Pacific 
Eailway ;  Major  B.  S.  Henning,  Superintendent  of  the  Mis- 
souri Eiver,  Fort  Scott  and  Gulf  Eailway;  E.  S.  Stephens, 
Esq.,  Superinteudent  of  the  Missouri,  Kansas  and  Texas  Eail- 
way, and  T.  J.  Peters,  Esq.,  Superintendent  of  the  Atchison, 
Topeka  and  Santa  Fe  Eailway,  for  passes  for  officers  and 
pupils  of  the  Institution. 

Our  thanks  are  also  due  the  publishers  of  the  Daily  State 
Becord^  Topeka;  Republican  Daily  Journal  and  Kansas  Daily 
Tn^w/ie,  Lawrence;  TFe'eZ:??/  Tmes,  Leavenworth  ;  Wyandotte 
Gazette  and  Columbus  Independent,  for  the  receipt  of  their  re- 
spective papers.  There  being  no  library  in  the  Institution, 
these  papers  have  been  especially  useful  in  furnishing  inter- 
esting reading  matter  with  which  to  entertain  and  instruct 
the  pupils.  Eegarding  the  newspaper  as  an  indispensable, 
where  there  is  even  ever  so  good  a  library,  their  continuance 
is  earnestly  solicited. 

To  you.  Gentlemen,  and  to  the  Matron  and  Teachers,  I 
am  under  obligation  for  uniform  kindness  and  efficient  assist- 
ance. 

In  conclusion,  I  earnestly  commend  the  Institution  to 
the  fostering  care  of  a  generous  people,  and  to  that  God 
whose  Providence  has  given  us  so  goodly  a  heritage  as  our 
noble  young  State. 

W.  W.  UPDEGEAFF, 

Superintejident, 
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REPORT  OF  TRUSTEES. 


To  His  Excellency  James  M.  Harvey,  Governor  of  the  State  of 
Kansas : 

In  compliance  with  law,  the  Trustees  of  the  Asylum  for 
the  Blind  herewith  transmit  to  your  Excellency  their  Fourth 
Annual  Report. 

Accompanying  you  will  find  the  report  of  W.  W.  Upde- 
graff,  Superintendent,  to  which  we  call  your  attention  in  all 
its  details,  in  reference  to  the  future  success  of  the  Instituti  on 

For  the  year  just  closed  and  under  the  supervision  of* 
the  worthy  Superintendent,  Matron  and  Teachers,  the  con- 
dition of  the  Institution  is  all  that  could  be  desired.  The 
pupils  seem  to  be  making  rapid  progress  and  enjoying  them- 
selves in  a  very  satisfactory  manner. 

The  Trustees  regret  to  part  with  Dr.  Updegraff  and  his 
excellent  wife,  the  Matron.  From  their  own  choice  they 
have  decided  to  leave  the  Institution  for  a  home  in  the  great 
west.  The  vacancy  is  now  filled  by  the  appointment  of 
Professor  J.  D.  Parker  and  his  wife,  who,  from  the  represen- 
tations of  their  friends,  will,  no  doubt,  worthily  fill  the 
responsible  position  now  entered  upon. 

The  Trustees  wish  to  call  the  special  notice  of  your 
Excellency  and  the  Legislature  to  the  wants  and  necessities 
of  this  Institution.  The  blind  are  of  all  others  the  most 
unfortunate,  and  greatly  need  educational  advantages,  and  it 
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is  hoped  that  the  Legislature  will  see  that  they  are  properly 
cared  for.  The  suggestions  contained  in  the  Superintendent's 
Keport  in  reference  to  the  needs  of  the  Institution  for  the 
ensuing  year  have  been  carefully  considered  by  us,  and  we 
regard  them  as  reasonable  and  just. 

The  building  is  very  scantily  provided  with  furniture, 
and  we  earnestly  recommend  an  appropriation  for  the  pur- 
pose of  supplying  it  with^carpets,  chairs,  tables,  closets,  beds, 
bedding,  an^  for  painting  the  rooms. 

We  would  respectfully  call  the  attention  of  the  Legisla- 
ture to  the  fact  that  there  are  children  enjoying  the  privil- 
eges of  the  Institution  who  have  parents  abundantly  able  to 
support  them,  and,  as  it  is  the  custom  in  some  of  the  States 
for  parents  thus  circumstanced  to  be  required  to  contribute 
to  the  maintenance  of  their  children  in  public  asylums,  would 
suggest  that  legislation  be  had  in  that  direction. 

Trusting  that  the  afflicted  and  almost  helpless  inmates 
of  the  Asylum  will  receive  generous  consideration  at  your 
hands,  our  report  is  respectfully  submitted. 

WM.  LARTMEE,  ■) 

FRED.  SPECK,  [  Trustees, 

S.  D.  MACDONALD,  ) 


Wyandotte,  Nov.  30,  187  L 


REPORT 


OF  SUPERINTENDENT. 


To  the  Board  of  Trustees : 

Gentlemen:  Id  presenting  this,  the  Fourth  Annual 
Report  from  this  office,  1  am  enabled  to  state,  through  the 
Divine  Mercy,  that  neither  death  nor  dangerous  sickness 
visited  the  household  during  the  past  3'ear.  The  progress  of 
the  pupils  has  been  satisfactory,  their  deportment  mainly 
commendable,  and  the  fidelity  of  the  teachers  and  subordin- 
ates praiseworthy. 

The  number  of  pupils  at  present  in  school  is  twenty. 
There  are  several  seeking  admission,  but  are  either  over  or 
under  age.  As  there  is  room  for  but  two  additional  pupils, 
I  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  reserve  it  for  those  of  school  age. 
Additional  room  should  be  provided,  that  all  who  seek  admis- 
tion  may  be  received. 

As  an  event  of  great  interest  in  the  specialty  in  which 
we  are  engaged,!  may  mention  the  assembling  of  the  second 
convention  of  educators  of  the  blind,  in  the  city  of  Indian- 
apolis, in  August  last.  They  formed  an  association  to  meet 
annually  for  the  consideration  of  matters  pertaining  to  the 
work  in  which  they  are  engaged. 

The  convention  recommended  for  adoption  the  New  York 
two  line  point  system  of  writing,  devised  by  Mr.  Wait, 
instead  of  the  Braille,  or  three  line  system.  As  it  was  gen- 
erally understood  that  this  system  would  be  adopted,  I 
ordered  the  additional  slates  needed  here  from  Mr.  Wait ; 
t 
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also  new  rules,  or  guides  for  the  slates  on  hand,  that  we 
might  fully  adopt  the  new  method.  We  part  with  the  Braille 
with  regret,  and  adopt  the  new  for  the  sake  of  uniformity. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  present  term  new  teachers 
were  employed  in  the  literary  department — the  former 
teachers  not  desiring  to  retain  their  situations.  The  interest 
the  new  teachers  manifest  is  an  earnest  of  future  usefulness. 
Mrs.  Binger  continues  to  instruct  in  the  musical  department 
with  entire  satisfaction. 

The  profits  of  the  broom  shop  not  being  sufficient  to  pay 
a  foreman,  I  arranged  with  Mr.  John  Binger,  a  former  pupil 
of  this  Institution,  to  conduct  it  on  his  own  account.  He 
instructs  the  boys  in  broom  making  for  the  use  of  the  shop 
and  his  board.    I  think  the  arrangement  a  good  one. 

In  the  report  of  last  year  I  asked  for  one  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars  for  the  purchase  of  a  new  spring  wagon,  and 
fifty  dollars  for  agricultural  implements.  One  hundred  and 
fifly  dollars  was  granted  for  both  purposes,  and  not  being 
sufficient  for  both,  the  implements  were  purchased,  and  the 
old  wagon  repaired  from  time  to  time  at  considerable  expense. 
It  may  last  till  spring,  but  is  liable  to  give  out  at  any  time. 
The  purchase  of  a  suitable  wagon  will  require  one  hundred 
and  seventy-five  dollars,  as  very  little  if  anything  can  now 
be  realized  from  the  old  one.  The  residue  of  this  fund — one 
hundred  and  five  dollars  and  filteen  cents — remains  undrawn. 

The  fruit  trees  and  grape  vines  have  grown  finely,  and 
are  destined  soon,  I  trust,  to  be  of  great  value  to  the  Institu- 
tion. A  hedge  on  the  west  and  north  would  protect  the 
orchard  and  gardens  somewhat  from  the  evil  effects  of  wind, 
and  also  from  petty  pilfering;  for,  unfortunately,  there  are 
those  in  low  as  well  as  in  high  positions  who  think  it  no 
crime  to  steal  from  the  State. 

The  roofs  of  the  buildings  were  repaired  and  well 
painted  during  the  last  vacation,  and  the  inside  wood  work 
should  be  painted  during  the  next  vacation.  This,  together 
with  the  ordinary  repairs  of  the  building,  will  require  about 
one  hundred  dollars. 
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A  change  should  be  made  in  the  heating  arrangements, 
by  which  the  air  to  be  heated  could  be  drawn  from  the  out- 
side of  the  building  instead  of  the  basement,  as  at  present. 
If  the  inmates  are  to  be  kept  here  for  the  purpose  of  being 
slowly  poisoned,  the  present  arrangement  is  a  good  one.  The 
ventilators  should  be  changed  so  that  their  openings  shall  be 
in  the  attic  instead  of  under  the  cornice,  as  at  present,  so 
that  the  wind  may  not  affect  them.  A  large  ventilator  should 
be  constructed  in  the  roof  These  changes  could  be  made  for 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

A  substantial  fence  was  built  across  the  grounds  last 
spring  which  has  rendered  the  pasture  available  without  the 
annoyance  of  sto<3k  about  the  buildings.  The  residue  of  the 
grounds  were  cleared  of  underbrush  ;  the  forest  trees  left 
standing  were  trimmed,  and  additional  evergreens  planted, 
which  together  give  the  place  a  much  improved  appearance. 

The  yield  from  the  gardens  was  satisfactory.  In  return 
for  the  expense  of  keeping  the  stock,  we  have  had  a  suffi- 
ciency of  milk  for  ten  months  of  the  year,  and  as  the  num- 
ber of  cows  will  soon  be  increased  to  four  by  the  addition  of 
the  two  nice  ones  we  have  raised,  a  two  months  destitution 
may  hereafter  be  avoided.  The  pigs  sold  during  the  year 
brought  sixty-three  dollars  and  ten  cents,  besides  one  worth 
twenty-four  dollars  which  was  used  in  the  Institution. 

The  small  appropriation  (one  hundred  dollars)  made  to 
aid  a  part  of  the  pupils  by  furnishing  a  portion  of  their 
clothing  was  of  great  benefit.  By  reference  to  the  accounts 
of  the  pupils  in  this  office  you  will  ascertain  for  what  articles 
and  for  whose  benefit  the  fund  was  used.  At  least  an  equal 
sum  should  be  asked  for  the  next  year.  The  amount 
expended  was  seventy-eight  dollars  and  eighty-seven  cents. 
The  residue — twenty-one  dollars  and  thirteen  cents — was 
paid  over  to  my  successor. 

Of  the  two  hundred  dollars  appropriated  for  furniture, 
bedding,  etc.,  the  sum  of  seven  dollars  and  sixty- two  cents 
was  paid  over  to  my  successor.  Two  hundred  and  fifty  dol- 
lars will  be  required  the  ensuing  year,  from  the  fact  that  a 
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new  cook  stove,  some  new  carpets,  cupboard  ware,  cutlery, 
linen,  etc.,  will  be  needed. 

The  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  appropriated  for 
books,  globes,  maps,  etc.,  was  not  enough  to  furnish  the 
articles  needed.  The  globes  and  maps  purchased  are  yet  to 
be  prepared  for  the  use  of  the  blind.  This  work,  together 
with  the  necessary  paper,  printing  and  binding  the  books 
made  in  the  Institution,  etc.,  will  require  at  least  one  hun- 
dred dollars.  The  change  from  the  Braille  to  the  New  York 
system  of  point  writing  involved  an  expense  of  forty -one  dol- 
lars and  ninety  cents. 

An  additional  instrument  of  music  is  needed,  and  I  trust 
you  will  ask  for  three  hundred  dollars  for  the  purchase  of 
an  organ,  that  our  pupils  may  the  better  learn  church  music. 

You  will  remember  that  the  appropriation  for  the  fiscal 
year  ending  ^'ovember  30th,  1870,  for  provisions,  lights,  fuel, 
etc.,  was  four  thousand  dollars.  On  taking  charge  of  the 
Institution  on  the  24th  of  March  of  that  year  I  found  that 
twenty-one  hundred  and  ninety  six  dollars  and  ninety-four 
cents  had  been  expended  during  the  first  quarter,  leaving  me 
but  eighteen  hundred  and  three  dollars  and  six  cents  for  the 
three  remaining  quarters ;  in  consequence  of  which  I  was 
obliged  to  make  purchases  in  excess  of  the  funds  which  came 
into  my  hands  to  the  amount  of  four  hundred  and  forty-seven 
dollars  and  thirty-six  cents.  This  amount  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  agreed  to  insert  in  the  appropriation  bill, 
and  it  was  understood  by  the  representatives  from  this 
county,  and  reported  in  the  daily  newspapers,  that  it  passed 
the  two  houses  with  that  item  in  it.  But  not  appearing  in 
the  law  as  published,  of  course  could  not  be  drawn.  I  took 
the  responsibility  of  pacing  the  debt  from  the  funds  of  the 
curreiit  year.  I  have  the  satisfaction  of  surrendering  the  Insti- 
tution into  other  hands  at  the  close  of  this  fiscal  year 
wholly  free  from  debt.  To  appropriate  a  less  amount  for 
provisions,  lights,  fuel,  medicines,  etc.,  than  three  thousand 
five  hundred  dollars  for  the  next  fiscal  year  will  be  simply 
not  to  provide  for  the  necessities  of  the  Institution.  But  it 
seems  to  be  the  policy  of  the  Legislature  to  appropriate 
less  as  the  number  of  pupils  increases. 
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Havintr  some  time  Bince  toiidered  my  resignation  of  the 
Superinteiidenc}^  to  the  Grovcrnor,  I  will  not  be  suspected  of 
interested  motives  in  remarking  that  the  saUiry  should 
be  raised  from  eight  hundred  to  one  thousand  dollars 
at  least.  A  man  fitted  for  the  position  may  perchance  be 
'had  for  eight  hundred  dollars,  but  it  is  not  right  that  such  an 
one  should  be  required  to  serve  for  that  sum. 

As  the  Superintendent  is  under  bond  for  ten  thousand 
doll  ars,  and  can  draw  no  funds  except  on  order  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees,  the  appropriation  law  ought  to  be  so  drawn  as 
to  enable  him  to  present  to  the  Board  of  Ti'ustecs  an  item- 
ized statement  of  the  amount  needed  for  the  next  ensuing 
quarter,  which,  if  allowed  by  the  Board,  (or  the  amount 
allowed),  he  may  draw  in  advance,  that  he  may  have  the 
advantage  of  ready  cash  in  his  purchases. 

Should  the  Institution  be  removed  from  its  present  loca- 
tion to  the  State  capital,  1  trust  the  error  of  locating  it  in 
the  suburbs  of  the  city  will  not  be  repeated.  It  should  be 
in  the  midst  of  the  city,  where  churches,  lecture  rooms  and 
concert  halls  are  of  easy  access  to  the  blind.  Extensive 
grounds  are  not  needed. 

The  amounts  required  for  the  support  of  the  Institution 
for  the  next  fiscal  3*ear  will  be  as  follows  : 


,For  provisions,  lights,  fuel,  me 'icine!),  etc  $3500  00 

teachers   1080  00 

empl  iyees   900  00 

Buperintendtnt   1000  00 

matron   4<i0  00 

books,  paper,  prinrir  g,  et^   100  00- 

changing  luruace  and  ventilators   150  00 

stove,  cutlery,  cn  ckery,  carpets,  liaen,  etc   250  00 

organ    300  00 

pupils'  clothing   100  00 

painting  and  repairs   100  00 

trustees  ($100  each)   3l0  00 


The  receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  year  just  closed 
were  as  follows : 
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From  Auditor  of  State 

For  prov'sions,  lights,  fVei,  etc  

teacliers  

eni|ilo  eG<  

fiM-i  itU'e.  biddiiifi.  etc  

biif'ks,  gidli-  s.  eic  

clc;irii  }r  grounds  

leucing  

•nag  n  ami  iniplemeiits  

paint  ai;d  l  epaiis  ot  r<  ot  

clotli'ng  for  pnpi  s  

reulacing  iriiit  tr.  es  

From  pigs  sold  


$35no  00 
II  (IS  30 
800  00 
200  I  0 
150  00 

6<t  00  j 
ino  00 
150  00  I 
10  •  CO  I 
10"  00  j 
35  00  I 


63  10 

I  .«63  6  40  !  i     $622;^  11 


$35ri  56 
1108  30 
80  >  00 
19-2  38 
l.iO  OO 

60  00 
li>(i  00 

37  00 
100  0 

78  87 

35  00 


Paul  successor  on  provision  fii'id  $    i  54 

"  "  fnrni-ihing  fund   7  62 

"  "  clotliing  lutid   21  13 

"  "  iinplem.nt  fuiod   7  85 

Undrawn   105  15 


$ttS66  40 

The  Institntivon  was  iin  der  oblic^ations  to  the  officers  of 
the  Kansas  Pacific,  Missouri  River,  Fort  Scott  &  Gulf,  Leav- 
enworth, Lawrence  &  Galveston,  and  Atchison,  Topeka  & 
Santa  Fe  Railroads,  for  passes.  To  the  Week)}'  Commonwealth^ 
Daii}'  State  JRecord,  Topeka;  Weekly  Times,  Leavenworth. 
Daily  Jonrnnl  and  Daily  Tribvne,  Lawrence  ;  Southern  Kan- 
sas Statesman,  Humboldt;  Miami  County  Republican,  Paola, 
and  Florence  Pioneer,  Florence,  for  their  regular  and  very 
"  welcome  visits.  Also  to  some  frie  idly  but  unknown  hand 
for  a  copy  of  the  Scriptures  (8  vols.)  in  raised  letter  print. 

Allow  me  to  express  in  this,  my  final  pommunication,  my 
deep  sense  of  obligation  to  you,  gentlemen,  for  the  very 
kindly  spirit  you  ever  evinced  in  our  official  and  social  inter- 
course. Leavino;  the  Institution  to  your  vio-i lance  and  care 
and  the  position  I  have  held,  I  trust  to  abler  hands,  I  can  have 
no  unusual  solicitude  for  its  welfare.  I  commend  it  to  the 
divine  protection  ?.nd  guidance. 

W.  W.  UPDEGBAFP, 

Superintendent 

Wyandotte,  Nov.  30,  187  L 
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TRUSTEES'  REPORT. 


To  His  Excellency y  James  M.  Harvey,  Governor  of  the  State 
of  Kansas: 

In  compliance  with  law,  the  Trustees  of  the  Asylum  for 
the  Blind  herewith  transmit  to  your  Excellency  their  fifth 
annual  report. 

The  year  just  ended  has  been  one  of  the  many  years  of 
BucccRs  of  the  Institution,  under  the  management  of  our 
efficient  Superintendent,  Prof.  J.  D.  Parker,  and  that  of  his 
wife,  the  worthy  matron,  and  excellent  teachers.  The 
pupils  seem  to  be  making  rapid  progress  in  their  different 
studies. 

The  Trustees  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  your  Excel- 
lency and  the  Legislature,  to  the  able  report  of  the  Super- 
intendent in  all  its  details.  His  estimates  for  the  coming 
year  are  all  reasonable  and  just.  It  is  necessary  to  make 
use  of  the  basement  for  dining  room  and  kitchen,  in  order 
to  accommodate  the  increaning  number  of  pupils  with  class 
and  sleeping  rooms.  Much  room  will  thus  be  utilized  that 
is  now  lying  idle.  There  is  but  litMe  furniture  in  the 
building,  and  that  of  the  poorest  kind.  Only  trifling  appro- 
priations have  even  been  made  for  that  purpose.  We  ask 
special  attention  to  these  matters. 

The  committee  that  will  be  appointed  by  the  Legisla- 
ture to  visit  this  Institution,  we  are  confident,  will  find,  on 
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an  examination  of  the  books,  voacherB,  receipts,  etc.,  that  it 
has  been  managed  in  the  mont  economical  manner. 

TruHtino-  that  the  State  will  properl}"  care  for  its  unfor- 
tunate children,  we  remain 

Yours  very  respectfully, 

WM.  LARIMER, 

FRED.  SPECK, 

S.  D.  MAC  DONALD, 

Trustees. 


SUPEEI>'TENDENT'S  REPORT. 


To  the  Board  of  Trustees  : 

Gentlemen  :  I  herewith  submit  to  you  the  fifth  aDmial 
report  of  this  Institution.  Having  been  called  unexpectedly 
to  this  position,  I  owe  much  to  the  kindness  of  my  prede- 
cessor for  the  facility  with  which  the  duties  of  the  office 
were  assumed. 

The  past  year  has  been  one  of  general  prosperity  to  the 
Institution.  The  whole  number  of  pupils  in  attendance 
during  the  year  has  been  twenty-six.  Of  these,  two  have 
gOne  out  from  the  industrial  department.  The  matron  and 
teachers  have  labored  faith.^ully  in  the  performance  of  their 
several  duties,  and  the  pupils  are  steadily  advancing  in  all 
that  pertains  to  true  being. 

•  SANITARY  CONDITION. 

During  a  year  of  prevalent  sickness  and  unusual  mor- 
tality, all  our  pupils  have  been  mercifully  preserved  from 
death,  or  serious  illness.  Eigid  hygienic  measures  have 
been  enforced  as  far  as  our  means  allowed,  and  all  the  pupils 
have  been  trained  in  reference  to  bathing,  dieting,  ventila- 
tion, taking  exercise,  and  all  the  laws  of  right  living.  The 
radical  defects  of  the  building,  however,  prevent  it  from 
being  thoroughly  warmed  or. ventilated.  I  have  frequently 
observed  that  a  north  or  south  wind,  blowing  only  three  or 
four  on  the  Smithsonian  scale,  will  drive  nearly  all  the  beat 
out  of  the  windward  side  of  the  building  through  the  supply 
tube.  The  pupils  are  thus  driven  on  cold  wiiidy  days  from 
one  side  of  the  building  to  the  other,  the  building  losing  for 
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actual  occupancy  about  one-half  of  its  capacity.  The  ther- 
mometer has  stood  at  the  freezing  point  in  the  north  recita- 
tion room,  hanging  only  three  feet  from  the  hot  air  register, 
■with  the  full  blast  of  the  furnace  on  for  five  hours!  Col. 
William  Tweeddale,  of  Topeka,  very  kindly  came  down, 
without  charge,  and  examined  the  building,  and  made  some 
suggestions  for  warming  it  the  coming  winter.  The  pupils 
need  a  room  for  gymnastics,  two  more  bath-rooms  that  can 
be  warmed  in  the  winter,  and  more  extensive  walks  for  out- 
door exercise. 

OBJECT  OF  THE  INSTITUTION. 

The  Institution,  in  a  word,  is  a  family  school.  Its  lead- 
ing object  is  to  educate  the  blind  youth  of  the  State,  and 
prepare  them  for  the  practical  duties  of  life.  It  is  not  pri- 
marily an  infirmary  where  diseases  of  the  eye  are  treated, 
nor  a  home  for  the  poor  or  infirm,  nor  a  hospital  for  the 
sick.  Pupils  come  here  to  be  developed  into  all  that  makes 
manhood  and  womanhood  good  and  beautiful  and  true. 
Education  in  its  largest  sense  embraces  the  whole  being,  and 
unfolds  all  the  powers  of  body  and  mind.  It  embraces 
general  culture,  with  a  practical  knowledge  of  the  skilled 
industries.  With  this  in  view,  the  following  courses  have 
been  adopted : 

• 

LITERARY  DEPARTMENT. 

Preparatory  Course — First  Year: 
Spelling. 
New  York  Point  System. 
Primary  Arithmetic. 

Geography. 
Language  Lessons. 


Second  Year: 
Eeading  in  Boston  Type. 
Writing  with  Grooved  Card. 
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Now  York  Point  System. 
Geography. 
Arithmetic. 
Language  Lessons. 
Phonic  Analysis. 

Third  Year: 
Arithmetic. 
Geography. 
Grammar. 
Com.position. 
History  of  the  United  States. 
Class  Lectures  through  the  Course. 


Academic  Course — First  Year: 

Arithmetic. 
Grammar. 
Meteorology. 
Ancient  History. 
Composition. 


Second  Year : 
Physiology. 
Analysis. 
Algebra. 
Ancient  History. 
Constitution  and  Government. 


Third  Year: 
Geometry. 
Ehetoric. 
Natural  Philosophy. 
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Natural  History. 
Modern  History. 


Fourth  Year : 
Trigonometry. 
/  Chemistry. 

Mental  Philosophy. 
Literature. 
Evidences  of  Christianity. 
Class  Lectures  through  the  Course. 


MUSICAL  DEPARTMENT. 

This  department  has  been  put  under  the  charge  of  Miss 
Clara  F.  Fuller,  a  graduate  of  Tilden  Female  Seminary, 
New  Hampshire.  Miss  Fuller  has  received  a  thorough 
musical  education,  and  has  had  considerable  experience  in 
teaching.  She  is  assisted  by  Mr.  Isaac  La  Hue  in  vocal 
culture,  who  also  gives  instruction  on  the  stringed  instru- 
ments. 

This  department  embraces  a  thorough  course  of  training 
in  both  instrumental  and  vocal  music.  The  instruction  for 
the  piano  begins  with  an  effort  to  form  a  correct  system  of 
lingering,  followed  by  a  careful  drill  on  the  scales,  and  those 
exercises  which  prepare  the  pupil  for  the  exricution  of  the 
higher  class  of  music.  As  advancement  is  made  into  the 
diflScult  compositions,  special  regard  is  paid  to  the  age  and 
acquirements  of  the  pupils.  Careful  training  is  also  given 
for  the  stringed  instruments. 

The  instruction  for  the  voice  is  intended  to  be  both 
intellectual  and  disciplinary.  The  sentiment  of  music  is 
studied,  and  the  mind  and  voice  both  sought  to  be  exercised 
and  benefited. 

industrial  department. 
The  new  industrial  building  enables  us  to  give  this 
department  more  prominence  in  our  educational  curriculum. 
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I  have  been  so  fortunate  as  to  secure  the  services  of  Mr. 
Isaac  La  Eue,  a  blind  man  of  fine  mechanical  talents.  Mr. 
La  Rue  is  a  graduate  of  the  Iowa  College  for  the  blind 
where  ho  spent  nine  years,  with  five  years  of  previous 
study  at  the  Ohio  Institution  for  the  education  of  the  blind,- 
and  is  thoroughly  skilled  in  all  the  trades  profitable  to  the 
blind.  We  have  already  introduced  mattress  making,  and 
it  is  my  purpose  to  introduce,  as  soon  as  the  circumstances 
admit,  the  follov^ing  additional  trades,  viz.:  Cane-seating 
chaiis,  mat-making,  brush-making,  and  general  upholstering. 
Experience  has  taught  that  the  best  results  are  secured  when 
the  industrial  department  U  under  the  immediate  control  of 
the  Institution,  and  is  run  in  the  interests  of  the  education 
of  the  students. 

The  girls  are  also  instructed  daily  in  plain  sewing, 
knitting  and  fancy  work. 

.SABBATH  INSTRUCTION. 

In  addition  to  the  daily  reading  of  the  Scriptures  at 
morning  and  evening  worship,  a  bible  class  is  held  every 
Sabbath  afternoon  which  is  attended  by  all  the  officers  and 
pupils  of  the  Institution.  Pupils  are  expected  to  attend 
morning  service  at  some  one  of  the  churches  in  town,  and  an 
evening  service  is  held  in  the  Institution  during  the  inclement 
season.  While  all  the  pupils  are  left  entirely  unbiased  in 
religious  matters,  the  great  truths  of  our  common  Christian- 
ity are  constantly  held  before  the  mind,  and  the  practical 
duties  of  life  are  dwelt  upon. 

SOCIAL  CULTURE. 

It  is  the  aim  of  the  Institution  to  give  the  pupils  such 
social  culture  as  will  render  them  agreeable  members  of  the 
family  and  of  the  social  circle.  Good  manners,  it  is  believed, 
spring  from  the  heart,  and  only  find  expression  in  the  outer 
life.  Persons  of  good  social  and  moral  culture  are  rarely 
thrown  upon  the  public  for  support.  In  proportion  as  one 
has  social  power  to  win  the  favorable  opinions  of  others  the 
journey  of  life  is  made  easy  and  pleasant.    This  social  power 
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has  unusual  significance  with  tho  unfortunate.  There  are 
very  few  who  cannot,  by  a  proper  development  of  their  moral 
and  social  powers,  secure  friends  who  will  share  with  them 
their  homes,  and  a  portion  of  the  proceeds  of  their  daily  toil. 
But  this  should  be  held  as  a  reserved  force  in  life,  in  case  one 
is  prevented  from  earning  a  livelihood  by  honest  toil.  Self- 
support  is  taught  all  our  pupils,  in  the  order  of  time,  as  the 
first  law  of  life,  that  they  may  be  independent  of  the  charities 
of  others.  And  while  general  culture  is  not  neglected,  pupils 
are  encouraged  to  develop  themselves  specially  in  the  line  of 
direction  of  mental  gifts. 

DISCIPLINE. 

Good  order  is  essential  to  the  well-being  of  any  family  or 
school.  Without  this,  no  substantial  progress  can  be  made 
in  unfolding  character,  or  acquiring  knowledge.  Powers  dis- 
ciplined and  trained  are  the  basis  of  all  true  success  in  life. 
It  WHS  affirmed  of  olden  time  that  "  he  that  ruleth  his  spirit 
is  better  than  he  that  taketh  a  city." 

The  discipline  of  the  Institution  is  mild  but  firm.  The 
children  for  the  time  being  become  members  of  one  family, 
where  they  receive  the  healthful  and  sunny  influences  of  a 
christian  home.  The  administration  of  no  other  depart- 
ment, perhaps,  requires  so  much  skill.  Some  pupils  have 
been  spoiled  at  home  by  being  indulged  and  petted  until  they 
have  lost  all  sense  of  gratitude,  and  have  become  thoroughly 
selfish  and  exacting,  expecting  to  receive  everything  and 
return  nothing.  In  these  t^e  selfish  tides  of  life  must  be  re- 
strained and  turned  backward,  and  the  better  nature  of  the 
child  evolved.  Some  have  been  left  orphans  in  early  life, 
and  have  known  very  little  of  parental  love  and  care. 
These  need  to  feel  the  warm  love  of  christian  hearts.  Some 
have  been  entirely  unrestrained,  and  have  become  utterly 
lawless  and  reckless.  These  need  to  be  held  by  a  firm  hand 
until  they  can  be  governed  by  moral  power.  Blindness 
sometimes,  though  rarely,  sets  forth  the  innate  dignity  and 
nobility  of  human  nature  in  bolder  relief.  These  need  to  be 
encouraged  and  led  onward  in  the  path  df  rectitude. 
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It  requires  a  keen  inspection  into  human  nature,  and 
rare  wisdom,  to  take  children  that  have  been  under  all  the 
influences  incident  to  life,  and  bind  them  together  into  one 
harmonious  and  loving  family.  Yet  this  is  the  difficult  task 
set  before  us,  and  it  is  believed  that  some  progress  has  been 
made  in  the  right  direction. 

THE  NEW  BUILDING. 

A  substantial  brick  building  of  two  stories  with  stone 
basement,  was  erected  and  inclosed,  with  the  small  appro- 
priation of  62,120.  'Etvery  dollar  of  the  appropriation  was 
carefully  and  economically  expended  but  it  was  found  too 
small  to  complete  the  building.  Although  the  building  is  in 
an  unfiuiwhed  condition,  we  have  been  compelled  to  occupy 
it  with  the  industrial  department,  and  to  use  the  upp^r  story 
as  a  lodging  room  for  the  boys.  As  we  shall  soon  need  the 
upper  room  also  for  a  workshop,  I  suggest  that  the  original 
plan  of  doing  it  off  into  lodging  rooms  be  given  up,  which 
will  be  a  saving  to  the  State.  The  estimates  for  finishing  the 
building,  and  for  purchasing  the  necessary  machinery  for  the 
industrial  department,  will  be  found  in  their  proper  place. 

IMPROVEMENTS. 

The  year  has  been  full  of  plans  and  labor  for  the  more 
thorough  organization  of  the  Institution,  and  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  building  and  grounds.  A  multitude  of 
things  have  been  remodeled  and  changed,  only  a  few  of 
which  need  to  be  mentioned. 

With  youy  consent,  I  had  a  large  supply  tube  constructed 
to  the  furnace  leading  through  the  front  wall  of  the  build- 
ing, and  an  evaporator  placed  in  the  hot-air  chamber  of  the 
furnace.  We  now  have  pure  air  to  breathe  instead  of  the 
fine  dust  of  the  broom  shop. 

During  long  vacation,  the  whole  building  was  thoroughly 
repaired  and  cleansed  throughout,  as  far  as  our  means 
allowed.  The  walU  were  kalsorained,  the  wood  work 
painted,  the  floors  oiled,  and  the  doors  grained. 
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We  have  set  out  and  cultivated  strawberries,  blackberries 
and  raspberries  enough  to  furnish  the  pupils,  in  a  fruitful 
year,  with  a  bountiful  supply  of  these  healthful  fruits. 

The  ijardens  have  produced,  the  past  year,  about  175 
bushels  of  potatoes,  1,000  cabbages,  several  bushels  of  grapes, 
and  as  many  vegetables  as  we  have  required.  The  orchard 
begins  to  bear  a  little.  A  few  trees  have  died  and  need  to 
be  replaced. 

The  old  wagon  has  again  been  repaired,  but  looks  as  if, 
some  fine  morning,  it  might,  like  the  famous  "one-horse 
shay,"  disappearin  a  cloud  of  dust.  The  increase  of  students, 
and  the  demands  of  the  industrial  department,  render  an- 
other horse  and  conveyance  a  necessity. 

TRIP  EAST. 

Last  summer,  during  long  vacation,  while  on  my  way  to 
attend  the  National  Convention  of  Instructors  for  the  Blind, 
at  South  Boston,  I  visited  the  institutions  for  the  education 
of  the  blind  at  Philadelphia,  New  York  and  Boston.  I  was 
kindly  received  by  the  officers  of  all  these  institutions,  and 
allowed  the  fullest  opportunily  to  study  their  workings.  I 
made  careful  observations,  as  far  as  my  time  allowed,  in 
every  department,  taking  notes  of  the  same  for  future  refer- 
ence. These  institutions  are  munificently  endowed  and 
comparatively  mature,  and  are  very  suggestive  to  a  person 
studying  the  best  methods  for  conducting  an  institution  for 
the  education  of  the  blind.  The  Matron  has  also  visited  the 
institution  jor  the  education  of  the  blind  at  Columbus,  Ohio, 
for  the  same  purpose. 


Superintendent's  Eeport. 


13 


FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 


The  receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  past  year  have 
been  as  follows : 


For  what  Purpose. 


For  provisions,  lights,  fuel,  medicine,  etc . . . 

For  teachers  '.  

For  employi-es  

For  Superintendent  

For  Vfatron  

For  books,  paper,  printing,  etc  

For  ctfanging  furnace  and  ventilators  

For  stove,  cutlery,  crockery,  carpets,  linen. 

For  pupils'  clothing  

For  painting  and  repairs  

For  Trustees,  ($100  each)  

For  broom  shop  

For  inaur*nce    


Received, 


Expended. 


$  t,500  00 

$  3,500  00 

1,080  00 

1,0S0  00 

900  00 

900  00 

1,000  00 

1,(H)0  00 

400  00 

400  00 

100  00 

100  CO 

150  00 

150  00 

250  00 

250  00 

100  00 

100  00 

100  00 

100  00 

31  0  00 

300  00 

1,120  00 

2,12  •  00 

100  00 

100  00 

$10,100  00 

$10,100  00 

ESTIMATES  FOR  THE  CURRENT  YEAR. 

The  amounts  necessary  for  the  support  of  the  Institution 
during  the  next  fiscal  year,  will  be  as  follows  : 

For  provisions,  lights,  fuel,  medical  attendance  $  5,000  00 

For  teachers   1,420  00 

For  employees  :   1,120  00 

For  Superintendent   1,000  00 

For  Matron   400  00 

For  books,  paper,  printing,  school  apparatus   400  CO 

For  furnishing  new  building  and  furniture   1,200  00 

For  organ   200  00 

For  pupils'  clothing   100  00 

For  painting  and  repairs   250  00 

For  horse  and  wagon   400  00 

For  insurance   100  00 

For  changing  building   1,600  00 

For  school  furniture   100  00 

For  Trujtees,  ($100  each)   800  00 

Total  $13,490  00 
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HINTS  TO  PARENTS. 

This  Institution  receives  pupils  from  nine  to  twenty-one 
years  of  age.  The  education  of  children  should  begin  at 
home,  where  they  can  learn  many  things  before  they  enter 
the  Institution.  They  can  learn  to  dress  themselves  and  per- 
form their  toilet.  They  can  learn  to  count,  add,  subtract, 
multiply  and  divide.  They  can  learn  to  repeat  the  multi- 
plication table,  to  spell  common  words  of  one  or  two  sylla- 
bles, to  define  the  meaning  of  common  words,  to  read  letters 
in  raised  print  (which  will  be  furnished  on  application  by  the 
Institution,)  to  give  facts  in  geography,  such  as  the  town, 
county  and  state  in  which  the  child  lives,  to  repeat  hymns 
and  passages  of  Scripture,  and  to  sing  tunes,  or  play  on  some 
simple  instrument.  Children  should  not  be  neglected  because 
they  are  blind,  but  receive  more  care  and  instruction.  Blind 
children  can  commence  attending  public  school,  where  they 
can  be  taught  every thirg  except  reading. 

Children  of  imbecile  or  unsound  mind,  or  of  confirmed 
immoral  character,  are  not  admitted  to  the  Institution.  The 
Institution  is  fr^e  to  ail  blind  children  of  the  State  of  Kansas, 
with  the  exception  of  clothing,  traveling  and  incidental 
expenses.  Pupils  should  be  supplied  with  comlortable 
clothing  for  summer  and  winter  wear  in  sufficient  quantities 
for  necessary  changes  for  washing  and  repairs.  Every 
article  should  be  distinctly  marked  with  the  owner's  name, 
to  prevent  loss  or  confusion. 

The  State  has  granted  one  hundred  dollars  a  year  for 
clothing  for  the  most  destitute  pupils,  and  some  of  the 
counties  are  making  small  appropriations  for  their  children. 
All  pupils  must  be  removed  from  the  Institution  during  the 
long  summer  vacation,  as  there  is  no  appropriation  for  their 
support  during  that  time.  All  letters  should  be  addressed  to 
the  care  of  the  Institution,  to  insure  prompt  delivery.  Per- 
sons desirous  of  securing  an  admission  lo  the  Institution 
should  apply  to  the  Superintendent  for  printed  instructions. 
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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 

Wo  are  indebted  to  the  Superintendents  of  the  follow- 
ing railroads  lor  repeated  favors,  without  whose  constant 
aid  the  efficiency  of  the  Institution  would  be  greatly- 
impaired  : 

Kansas  Pacific  Eailway. 

Missouri  Kiver,  Fort  Scott  and  Gulf. 

Atchison,  Topeka  and  Santa  Fe. 

Missouri,  Kansas  and  Texas. 

Leavenworth,  Lawrence  and  Galveston. 

We  have  also  received  special  favors  from  the  Superin- 
tendents of  the  following  railroads,  to  whom  we  tender  our 
grateful  acknowledgments: 

Hannibal  and  St.  Joseph. 

Chicago,  Burlington  and  Quincy. 

Lake  Shore  and  Michigan  Southern. 

Philadelphia  and  Erie. 

Cleveland,  Columbus,  Cincinnati  and  Indianapolis. 
We  are  also  indebted  to  the  publishers  of  the  following 
newspapers : 

Daily  Commonwealth^  Topeka. 
Daily  Journal,  Lawrence. 
Topeka  Record. 
Leavenworth  Times, 
Paola  Democrat. 
Miami  Republican. 
Wyandotte  Gazette. 
Wyandotte  Herald. 

We  are  in  receipt  of  a  box  of  school  books  for  the  blind, 
from  Dr.  Samuel  G.  Howe,  Superintendent  of  the  Perkins 
Institution,  South  Bcetcn,  containing  also  the  Old  Curiosity 
Shop  printed  in  raised  letters  for  the  blind  in  America,  by 
the  generosity  of  the  late  Charles  Dickens. 
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Returning  thanks  for  the  uniform  kindness  and  consid- 
eration which  3^ou  have  shown  in  our  official  and  social 
intercourse,  and  invokin<y  a  continuance  of  the  Divine  favor 
and  guidance,  I  respectfully  submit  the  foregoing  report. 

JOEN  D.  PARKER, 

Superintendent. 

Wyandotte,  November  30,  1872. 
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TRUSTEES'  REPORT. 


To  His  Excellency,  Thomas  A.  Osborn,  Governor  of  the  State  of 
Kansas : 

The  Trustees  of  the  Kansas  Institution  for  the  Blind  present 
the  following  as  their  Sixth  Annual  Report : 

Up  to  the  2d  of  April  last  the  Board  of  Trustees  consisted  of 
the  members  mentioned  in  previous  report.  At  that  date  the 
operation  of  a  law  entitled  an  "Act  to  provide  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  Regents  and  Trustees,  for  the  control  of  the  public 
institutions  of  the  State,  and  defining  certain  powers  thereof," 
vacated  the  oiSces  of  the  Regents  and  Trustees  of  all  the  State 
Institutions.  For  the  new  Board  of  this  Institution  your  Excel- 
lency appointed  Welcome  Wells,  Wm.  B.  Slosson,  David  Gordon, 
S.  M.  Wood,  Dr.  F.  Speck,  J.  D.  Brumbaugh.  Mr.  Brumbaugh 
declining  to  serve,  C.  Reasoner  was  appointed  in  his  stead.  The 
report  now  presented  covers  an  entire  year's  operations. 

The  Institution  is  in  a  prosperous  condition,  performing  its 
benevolent  work  in  a  manner  creditable  to  the  State.  The  num- 
ber in  regular  attendance  has  been  greater  than  in  any  previous 
year.  It  now  has  ample  and  convenient  accommodations  for  all 
who  are  likely  to  be  present  for  several  years.  Reference  is  made 
to  the  appended  report  of  the  Superintendent  for  an  account  of 
its  educational  operations,  and  for  other  matters  pertaining  to 
the  general  subject  of  the  education  of  the  blind.  The  reports 
of  the  Treasurer  and  Secretary  and  Visiting  Committee,  are  also 
appended.  The  Secretary's  report  exhibits  in  detail  all  the 
disbursements  of  the  Board  since  April  2,  1873.  Of  the  appro- 
priation of  $4,000  for  provisions,  fuel,  lights,  and  medical  attend- 
ance, $2,295.49  was  expended  by  the  old  Board  at  their  March 
meeting,  leaving  only  $1,704.51  to  run  the  Institution  for  the 
balance  of  the  year,  and  with  the  utmost  economy  we  find  a 
deficiency  of  $223.10. 
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JOHN  D.  TARKEIl  IN  ACCOUNT  WITH  TRUSTEES  KANSAS  INSTITUTION  FOR 


THE  BLIND. 
1873.  Dr. 

March  19.    To  cash  from  State  Treiisurer   55,089.87 

Or. 

June  14.    By  paid  bills  per  order  of  the  Board   $4,603.79 

June  14.    By  balance  paid  to  Treasurer   486.08 


FRED.  SPECK,  TRE.\SURER,  IN  ACCOUNT  WITH  TRUSTEES  KANSAS  ASYLUM 
FOR  THE  BLIND. 

1873.  Dr. 

June  14.  To  cash  from  Supt.  J.  D.  Parker   S  486.08 

.June  14.  To  casii  from  State  Treasurer   2,863.16 

Nov.  21.  To  cash  from  State  Treasurer   2,399.61 

Nov.  30.  To  amount  overpaid  on  orders   4.29 

1873.  Cr. 

.June  14.  By  paid  orders,  Nos.  1  to  72,  inclusive   $3,147.83 

Nov.  30.  Bv  paid  orders,  Nos.  1  to  65,  inclusive,  2d 

"Series   2,605.35 


$5,753.18  $5,753.18 


SUPERINTE]N^)ElsrT'S  REPORT. 


To  THE  Board  of  Trustp:es  —  Gentlemen:  I  take  great  pleas- 
ure in  submitting  to  you  the  Sixth  Annual  Report  of  this  Insti- 
tution. The  past  year  has  been  to  us  one  of  unusual  prosperity. 
The  Institution  is  rapidly  advancing  in  all  lines  of  true  develop- 
ment. Marked  progress  has  been  made  in  every  department. 
The  number  of  pupils  is  rapidly  increasing.  The  health  of  all 
the  students  has  been  remarkably  good.  The  most  perfect  har- 
mony prevails  in  the  Institution.  Carefully  laid  plans  are  matur- 
.  ing,  correct  ideals  are  being  realized,  and  some  fruits  of  true 
culture  are  being  garnered.  The  officers  and  teachers  have 
labored  faithfully  in  the  discharge  of  their  respective  duties,  and 
the  pupils  are  beginning  to  respond  to  the  influences  of  right 
living  and  thinking. 

educational  CHAFvACTER. 

The  Institution  is  assuming  more  of  an  educational  character 
year  by  year.  The  curriculum  of  studies  adopted  last  year  for 
the  literary  department,  is  being  followed  with  some  slight  modi- 
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fications.  It  is  the  present  })()licy  to  employ  none  hut  the  very 
best  teachers,  experts  in  theii-  respective  professions,  in  the  several 
departments.  It  is  coming  to  be  recognized  more  and  more  every 
year,  that  institutions  for  tiie  blind  are  to  be  classed  among  the 
higher  institutions  of  learning,  and  that  those  who  have  charge 
of  them  should  be  educators,  men  of  thorough  and  liberal  cul- 
ture, who  find  their  chief  delight  in  the  training  of  youth.  And 
the  plans  and  spirit  of  the  Superintendent  can  only  be  carried 
out  by  trained  and  skillful  teachers,  who  are  all  aglow  with  their 
work. 

In  view  of  the  educational  character  of  the  Institution,  and 
the  erroneous  impression  that  the  present  name  is  causing  in  the 
State,  I  would  suggest  that  the  name  be  changed  from  Kansas 
Blind  Asylum,  to  Kansas  Institution  for  the  Blind. 

LITERARY    DERA  RvTMr:NT. 

Mind  finally  gives  value  to  all  things.  Man  finds  his  true 
welfare  and  happiness  in  the  growth  and  perfection  of  his  being. 
The  full  and  harmonious  development  of  all  the  powers  of  body 
and  mind,  therefore,  constitutes  the  ultimate  goal  of  human 
activities.  Nothing  can  be  of  greater  importance  to  a  human 
being,  the  conditions  of  living  being  supplied,  than  to  grow  natur- 
ally and  symmetrically.  Hence  arises  that  form  of  education 
generally  termed  liberal,  as  distinguished  from  professional  train- 
ing, or  science  applied  to  the  practical  affairs  of  life. 

Liberal  education  consists  of  two  elements :  mental  develop- 
ment, or  the  powder  acquired  through  exercise  of  the  faculties  of 
a  more  vigorous,  continued  and  varied  activity;  and  knowledge, 
or  a  mer^  possession  of  truths. 

With  this  in  view,  the  Institution  ha^  established  a  literary 
department  for  the  purpose  of  intellectual  training,  and  of  put- 
ting the  mind  in  possession  of  truths. 

It  is  believed  that  there  is  no  real  antagonism  between  liberal 
culture  and  professional  training.  The  former,  as  a  general  res- 
ervoir of  knowledges  and  living  forces,  rather  flows  into  the 
latter,  as  a  large  fortune  sometimes  flows  into  the  channel  of 
some  particular  business,  in  Avhich  its  possessor  may  be  engaged, 
and  adds  to  the  volume  of  the  stream.  The  stronger  the  man  in 
all  general  poAvers,  and  tiie  greater  his  knowledge,  other  things 
being  equal,  the  more  he  can  accomplish  in  any  given  direction. 

The  Institution,  therefore,  proposes  to  give  a  thorough  intellec- 
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tual  training  to  all  of  its  students.  It  aims  to  enlarge,  strengthen 
and  discipline  all  the  powers  of  mind.  The  graduate  is  carried 
over  as  nuu-h  ground  as  in  the  highest  and  best  academies.  It 
is  designed  also  to  make  the  quality  of  the  instruction  given 
equal  to  that  in  the  best  schools  of  the  seeing.  We  desire  to 
send  (jut  graduates  thoroughly  educated,  not  only  skilled  in 
manual  trades,  but  cultivated  in  all  those  higher  powers  of  being 
that  render  men  and  women  a  blessing  to  the  society  in  which 
they  live. 

STATEMENT  IN  DETAIL  OF  ORDERS  DRAWN. 


1>7:;. 

June  li. — Gerhardt  &  Froelich,  hardware   SS8  87 

June  11. — McGrew  &  Ives,  provisions   16  80 

June  11. — J.  P.  Alden  &  Co.,  medicines   11  70 

Junell.— Matt.  Foster,  stationery,  &c   118  80 

June  11. — Kansas  State  Record,  printing  blanks   8  00 

June  11. — S.  Smith,  harness  repairs   75 

June  11. — Jas.  McGrew,  meat   7  90 

June  1 1 . — Conover  Bros.,  mu-ic  strings   1  00 

June  11. — American  Association,  reports   36  17 

June  11. — C.  E.  Wilcox,  provisions   29  10 

June  11. — E.  T.  Hovey,  furnishing   6  10 

•Tune  11. — Kansas  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.,  freight   85 

Juriell. — Novelty  Iron  Works,  school  fixtures   97  10 

June  11. — 1).  Austin  &  Co.,  hardware   5  77 

June  11. — Woods  &  Abemathy  furnishing   194  00 

Junell.— T.  B.  Bowling,  clothing   22  45 

June  11. — T.  M.  James,  furniture   33  00 

June  11.— Thos.  B.  Bowling,  clothing   12  95 

Junell. — F.  Arends,  shoes  and  repairs   11  70 

Junell. — Gordon  <t  Bisbee,  groceries   2  70 

Junell. — T.  L.  Wajrenselier,  lumber     15  79 

Junell. — Shaw  <S:  Bewsher,  tiling   28  65 

June  1 1.— Kam>ay,  Millett  &  Co.,  paper   15  00 

Junell. — John  Doggett,  furnishing   •57  15 

June  11.— Holzbeierlein,  lumber   128  39 

Junell. — r.  S.  ?>xpress  Co   2  60 

June  11. — L.  Bernett,  violin  repairs   3  90 

June  1 1 .— H.  (J'Cam,  hauling   50 

June  11. — Jacob  Xierraeyer,  music  teacher   Ill  11 

Junell.— Mrs.  J.  A.  Shelton,  cook   60  00 

Jun-ll. — Chas.  Shelton,  corn   5  75 

.Junell. — Mis- .Jennie  Slaven,  teacher   100  00 

Jun.- 11.— Martha  Harris,  labor   40  00 

Junell. — McGrew  &  Co.,  provisions   10  00 

June  11. — J.  Groeninger,  locksmith   1  25 

Junell. — .J.  L.  Sheldon,  tunincf  piano-   5  50 
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June  11 — Dr.  F.  Speck,  medical  attendance   $52  50 

June  1 1 —Kansas  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.,  freight   8  15 

June  11. — J.  E.  Howie,  furnishing   6  00 

June  11. — Iloersman  &  Bro.,  repairing  wagon,  &c   6  85 

June  11. — Mrs.  A.  M.  Speck,  music  and  needles   3  60 

June  11. — J.  D.  Parker,  cash  advanced,  sundries   4  80 

June  11. — Harriet  Harris,  labor   7  00 

June  11. — Nancy  Murray,  laundress   43  50 

June  11. — D.  B.  Hadley,  notary  public   4  50 

June  11. — Mary  Harris,  labor   5  00 

June  11. — Mary  Snedden,  labor   32  25 

June  11. — Hester  Shelton,  chaniberniaid   30  00 

June  11. — Jas.  Harris,  labor,  &c   20  .50 

June  11. — Isaac  LaRue,  master  handicraft  •.  83  34 

Junell.— Miss  May  Miller,  teacher   100  00 

June  11. — Chas.  Shelton,  janitor   60  00 

Junell. — M.  Moraine,  labor  on  hedge   8  00 

Junell. — Geo.  Cullen,  carpenter  labor   99  75 

June  11. — D.  Killin,  provisions   10  00 

Junell. — J.  A.  Davis,  painting   13  20 

Junell. — Mrs.  N.  A.  Parker,  cash  for  sundries   12  30 

Junell. — J.  V.  Bequillard,  violin  strings   1  50 

June  11. — T.  L.  Wagenseller,  express   2  06 

Junell. — Perkins  Institution  for  the  Blind,  books   103  90 

Junell. — Mrs.  A.  M.  Speck,  organ   200  00 

Junell. — Short  &  Co.,  wagon   165  00 

Junell. — (ieo.  D.  Bowling,  groceries   372  32 

June  11. — John  Bolton,  meat.   42  57 

Junell. — G.  .T.  Neubert,  medicines   15  30 

June  11. — H.  Hafiier,  meat   47  50 

Junell. — PI  L.  Buesche,  provisions,  &c   77  10 

Junell. — A.  D.  Downs, 'postage,  &c   7  05 

Junell. — Aug.  Walters,  meat   2  15 

Junell.— Fuller,  Warren  &  Co.,  furnace   185  00 

Junell. — Robt.  Burton,  mason   8  00 

June  11.— Nancy  Murray,  laundress   6  00 

Nov.  18. — Isaac  LaRue,  master  handicraft   83  34 

Nov.  18. — Jacob  Niermeyer,  music  teacher   Ill  11 

Nov.  18. — Miss  .Jennie  Slaven,  teacher   100  00 

Nov.  18.— Miss  May  Miller,  teacher   100  00 

Nov.  18.— Chas.  Shelton,  Janitor   100  00 

Nov.  18.— Mrs.  .1.  A.  Shelton,  cook   100  00 

Nov.  18.— Mrs.  H.  M.  LaRue,  saamstre^s   41  66 

Nov.  18. — Jane  Robinson,  chambermaid   35  00 

Nov.  18.— Martha  Harris,  labor  '.   35  00 

Nov.  18. — Mrs.  N.  Murray,  laundress   45  00 

Nov.  18. — Joseph  Hanford,  carpenter  work   67  50 

Nov.  18. — Mrs.  Sturgeon,  seamstress   10  00 
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Nov.  18— C.  C.  Hare,  labor  on  furnace    $10  00 

Nov.  18. — E.  T.  Hovev,  dry  goods   7  58 

Nov.  18. — Conover  Bros.,  violin  strings   1  40 

Nov.  18.— T.  B.  Bowling,  clothing  pupils   25  12 

Nov.  18. — F.  A.  Arends,  clothing  pupils   4  70 

Nov.  18.— E.  H.  Newton,  provisions   33  21 

Nov.  18. — L.  Judd,  provisions   9  50 

Nov.  18.— B.  Woodward,  M.  D.,  attendance   25  00 

Nov.  18. — John  Hauts,  provisions   10  00 

Nov.  18. — O.  K.  Serviss,  provisions   53  76 

Nov.  18. — J.  B.  Trasher,  horseshoeing   1  50 

Nov.  18. — C.  P.  Hoppin,  paper  and  paper  hanging   4  03 

Nov.  18.— Frederick  Speck,  M.  D.,  attendance   45  00 

Nov.  18, — McGrew  &  Ives,  provisions   3  70 

Nov.  18. — Gordon  &  Bisbee,  provisions   4  30 

Nov.  18.— J.  P.  Alden  &  Co.,  medicines   15  55 

Nov.  18.— A.  Welsh,  bread   5  05 

Nov.  18. — C.  E.  Wilcox,  provisions   5  50 

Nov.  18.— T.  F.  Moore,  apples   2  50 

Nov.  18. — P.  J.  Chief bawer,  groceries  and  provisions   100  65 

Nov.  18.— R.  H.  Atwell,  ice   3  40 

Nov.  18.— H.  Hafner,  meat   92  31 

Nov.  18. — A.  D.  Downs,  postage,  &c   13  49 

Nov.  18. — E.  L.  Buesche,  provisions   117  30 

Nov.  18.— G.  J.  Neubert,  medicines,  &c   29  80 

Nov.  18. — Jas.  Hannessy,  plastering   30  50 

Nov.  18. — C.  Crothers,  blacksmithing   13  50 

Nov.  18.— D.  Austin  &  Co.,  hardware   3  63 

Nov.  18.— A.  G.  Wolcott,  lumber   154  25 

Nov.  18. — M.  Foster  &  Co.,  wall  paper  and  labor   57  18 

Nov.  18. — U.  S.  P^xpress  Co.,  express  charges   2  75 

Nov,  18. — H.  H.  Sawyer,  acconnt  book   2  50 

Nov.  18. — Hoersman  Bros.,  blacksmithing   1  85 

Nov.  18. — Banks  &  Graves,  lime   7  00 

Nov.  18. — J.  L.  Sheldon,  tuning  pianos   6  00 

Nov.  18. — J.  D.  Parker,  expenses   6  90 

Nov.  18. — Geo.  Stumpf,  labor  and  tin  ware   24  20 

Nov.  18.— Gould  &  Co.,  tools  ;   17  10 

Nov.  18. — Jacob  Muenzenmayer,  brick  •   20  30 

Nov.  1 8. — Lyon  &  Healy,  music  books   5  84 

Nov.  18.— Mike  Killin,  hauling   12  15 

Nov.  18.— Eobt.  Burton,  mason  work   22  00 

Nov.  18. — .John  Bond,  mason  work   24  00 

Nov.  18.— Dan.  Killin,  fruit,  &c   14  20 

Nov.  18. — Gerhardt  &  Froelicli,  pump,  &c   18  10 

Nov.  18. — Atlantic  and  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.,  freight  furnace   26  35 

Nov.  18. — G.  D.  Bowling,  potatoes  and  labor   30  55 

Nov.  18. — J.  J.  Bernhard,  paper   30 
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Nov.  18.— Jolin  I)oj?g-ett,  dry  g-oods,    $87  85 

Nov.  18, — Kriickmun  &  ('o.,  dry  goods,  &c   'ii")  92 

Nov.  18.— Mrs.  A.  M.  Speck,  music  and  needles   8  30 

Nov.  18. — (x.  I).  Bowling,  groceries  and  provisions   052  27 

Nov.  18. — F.  Speck,  for  insurance  on  asylum   100  00 

Total  $496  94 


MUSICAL  DEPARTMENT. 

Thiy  department  has  been  put  under  the  charge  of  Prof.  Jacob 
Niermeyer,  a  graduate  of  the  Iowa  College  for  the  Blind,  and  a 
former  teacher  in  that  institution.  Prof.  Niermeyer  brings  to 
his  department  a  thorough  musical  education,  a  large  experience 
in  teaching  the  blind,  and  great  enthusiasm  for  his  work. 

The  musical  department  is  in  a  progressive  state,  advancing 
step  by  stej)  towards  that  high  standard  to  which  the  musical 
world  invites  us.  Music  here  is  taught  as  a  science,  and  not 
merely  as  an  accomplishment.  The  department  affords  a  thor- 
ough course  of  training  in  both  vocal  and  instrumental  music. 
Careful  attention  is  given  to  harmony,  which  is  necessary  to  make 
one  proficient  in  this  art. 

Shut  out  from  the  world  revealed  by  sight,  the  blind  give  the 
sense  of  hearing,  the  queen  of  the  senses  in  all  the  higher  realms 
of  thought,  the  greatest  possible  development.  Many  of  them, 
therefore,  have  a  passionate  fondness  for  music.  It  is  the  design 
of  the  Institution  to  furnish  the  very  best  facilities  for  the  study 
of  this  fine  art.  All  the  pupils  are  carefully  instructed  in  mu  ic 
according  to  their  respective  capacity,  and  to  such  as  have  the 
natural  ability  we  propose  to  give  a  professional  training. 

The  department  needs  another  piano  to  afford  the  increased 
number  of  pupils  an  opportunity  to  practice.  We  also  desire  to 
form  an  orchestra  of  from  twelve  to  fifteen  performers,  and  need 
the  instruments  for  the  sanie.  With  these  instruments  this  depart- 
ment will  soon  be  a  source  of  gratification  to  all  its  friends. 

INDUSTRIAL  DEPARTMENT. 

This  department  w^as  reorganized  one  j'^ear  ago,  under  the  same 
rules  and  regulations  of  the  other  departments  of  the  Institution, 
and  placed  in  charge  of  Mr.  Isaac  LaRue,  a  skillful  mechanic, 
who  has  had  a  long  experience  in  teaching  the  blind.  The 
department  has  labored  under  many  difficulties  the  past  year,  as 
there  was  no  appropriation  to  purchase  the  necessary  machinery 
and  stock.    It  was  like  trying  to  create  something  out  of  noth- 


10 


ing.  The  profits  of  the  shop,  however,  have  been  applied  in  this 
direction,  and  many  difficulties  have  been  overcome.  Our  brooms 
and  mattresses  are  of  excellent  construction  and  finish,  and  find 
when  offered  a  ready  sale  in  various  portions  of  the  State.  In 
addition  to  these  trades  we  have  recently  introduced  brush- 
making  and  cane-seating  chairs,  as  a  long  experience  has  shown 
that  these  trades  are  best  adapted  to  the  blind. 

In  teaching  the  blind,  different  tools  are  employed  from  those 
used  by  the  seeing.  Where  the  seeing  use  a  mark  the  blind  must 
have  a  tangible  gauge.  Tools  of  thl*  description  are  not  manu- 
factured except  to  order.  We  have  made  some  improvements 
in  this  direction  the  past  year. 

It  is  our  aim  and  earnest  effort  to  render  the  graduates  of  this 
department  self-supporting.  The  world  needs  more  skilled  labor- 
ers. Multitudes  are  found  who  are  out  of  employment  because 
they  are  not  disciplined  to  do  am-thing  intelligently  iind  well. 
Solely  on  this  account  their  services  are  not  in  demand.  It  is 
the  purpose  of  thl^  department  to  enable  its  graduates  to  com- 
pete, in  theii*  respective  trades,  with  the  most  skillful  workman- 
ship of  the  seeing. 

SOCIAL  CULTURE. 

The  Institution  is  a  family  school,  and  aims  to  give  all  its 
pupils  a  full  and  thorough  social  culture.  True  politeness  finds 
its  fountain  in  the  inner  life,  among  the  hidden  springs  of  being, 
aiid  flows  out  to  enrich  all  the  other  powers  and  make  them 
fruitful.  It  is  specially  important  that  the  unfortunate  shoidd 
develop  all  their  social  and  moral  powers  to  make  the  journey 
of  life  pleasant  and  easy. 

SABBATH  I N  S  T  K  U  C  T  ION. 

In  addition  to  the  daily  reading  of  the  Scriptures  at  morning 
and  evening  worship,  a  Bible  class  is  held  every  Sabbarh  after- 
noon in  the  Institution.  An  evening  service  is  also  held  in  the 
Institution  during  the  inclement  season.  All  the  pupils  are 
expected  to  attend  morning  service  at  some  one  of  the  churches 
in  town,  where  they  may  desire,  or  their  parents  may  direct.  The 
pupils  are  left  entirely  unbiased  in  religious  matters,  but  are 
carefully  instructed  in  the  fundamental  truths  of  our  common 
Christianity,  aud  in  the  practical  duties  of  life. 

BOOKS  AND  APPARATUS. 

A  few  books  have  been  added  to  the  library  the  past  year  in 
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the  Boston  type,  and  a  portion  of  Holbrook's  apparatus  has  been 
purchased.  Miss  May  Miller,  one  of  our  literary  teachers,  has 
printed  in  her  chiss  an  edition  of  spellers  containing  over  a 
thousand  words  in  ordinary  use,  with  the  rules  for  spelling  the 
same. 

We  need  a  consulting  library  for  our  teachers  to  enrich  their 
minds  before  going  to  their  classes.  We  are  testing  the  New^ 
York  point  system  of  musical  notation,  recently  invented  by 
Mr.  William  B.  Wait,  of  the  New  York  Institution,  and  find  it 
systematic,  and  weM  adapted  for  writing  music.  The -American 
Bible  Society  has  promised  to  publish  the  Bible  in  the  New  York 
point  system,  the  most  legible  and  compact  of  all  systems  of 
printing  for  the  blind.  This  work  when  accomplished  will  confer 
a  great  blessing  upon  the  blind.  Nothing  now  is  more  needed 
than  a  full  series  of  text-books  printed  in  the  New  York  point 
system.  A  great  many  valuable  miscellaneous  works,  scattered 
all  through  literature,  have  been  printed  in  the  various  alphabets 
devised  for  the  blind.  But  it  has  not  seemed  to  occur  to  these 
having  this  matter  in  charge,  that  the  blind  need  a  full  series  of 
text-books,  for  practical  purposes  in  the  school  room,  as  much  as 
the  seeing.  If  this  work  could  be  put  into  competent  hands,  the 
hands  of  practical  educators,  and  done  at  once,  I  believe  it  would 
double  the  effectiveness  of  our  literary  departments. 

THE  XEW  LAW. 

The  new  law  for  collecting  the  statistics  of  the  blind  would  be 
more  effective,  if  township  trustees  would  report  the  names  of 
all  those  who  are  prevented  from  acquiring  a  common  school 
education  by  reason  of  defective  vision.  The  Institution  is  in- 
tended to  supplement  the  common  schools  of  the  State  in  this 
respect,  so  that  no  youth  may  be  deprived  of  the  advantages  of 
gaining  an  education  by  reason  of  any  defect  of  vision. 

LE(iACIE8. 

Funds  have  been  established  ii>  connection  with  institutions  in 
the  older  States  for  the  benefit  of  the  blind.  Some  things  are 
not  provided  by  State  institutions  to  which  such  funds  might 
judiciously  be  applied.  Graduates  are  often  unable  to  purchase 
the  necessary  outfit  when  they  leave  the  Institution  to  start  in 
busine>ss.  Orphans  sometimes  need  to  be  provided  for  during 
long  vacation  when  they  are  not  at  the  Institution.  Pupils 
musically  inclined  by  nature  receive  benefit  and  comfort  by  own- 


12 


ing  .some  musical  iustrument  which  they  cannot  buy.  Pupils 
often  need  more  clothing  than  they  are  supplied  with  during  the 
inclement  season  of  the  year.  A  few  need  extra  help  to  pursue 
professional  courses  of  education  after  they  leaye  the  Institution. 
These  things,  and  others,  of  a  kindred  nature,  appeal  to  those 
who  feel  that  "it  is  more  blessed  to  giye  than  to  receiye." 

TREATMENT  OF  THE  EYE. 

It  is  sad  to  contemplate  the  injury  done  in  yarious  portions  of 
the  country  by  the  unskillful  treatment  of  the  eye.  As  an  illus- 
tration of  this,  a  man  came  into  St.  Johns,  Putnam  county, 
Missouri,  a  few  years  since,  and  set  up  as  an  oculist.  In  about 
two  months  time  he  succeeded  in  putting  out  twelve  eyes  in  that 
neighborhood,  rendering  them  totally  blind.  In  attempting  iu 
one  instance  to  put  sweet  oil  into  a  man's  eyes,  he  filled  them  with 
croton  oil.  The  eye  is  the  most  complicated  and  sensitiye  of  all 
the  organs  of  the  body,  and  should  receiye  corresponding  treat- 
ment. 

IMPROYEMENTS. 

The  basement  has  been  finished  off  and  occupied  with  all  the 
culinary  operations.  This  needed  improyemeut  has  added  mate- 
rially to  the  effectiyeness  of  the  Institution.  A  new  furnace  has 
taken  the  place  of  the  old  one,  and  is  giying  as  good  satisfaction 
a^J  such  heaters  eyer  do. 

The  year  has  been  full  of  plans  and  work  for  the  improyemeut 
of  the  buildings  and  grounds. 

The  dryness  of  the  season  affected  the  later  products  of  the 
garden  to  some  extent.  AYe  haye  had,  howeyer,  an  abundance 
of  small  fruits,  the  strawberries  producing  more  than  twenty 
bushels  of  fruit  of  the  finest  quality. 

THE  DORMITORY  SY8TEM. 

As  some  States  are  sending  out  circulars  asking  for  information 
iu  reference  to  founding  new  institutions,  I  venture  to  suggest  the 
following  plan  to  those  who  are  engaged  iu  this  work : 

Institutions  for  the  blind,  in  accordance  with  this  system,  should 
be  suburban,  located  near  a  large  city  so  as  to  enjoy  its  literary, 
musical  and  religious  privileges,  and  the  advantages  of  street 
railways,  water,  gas  and  police  regulations;  but  removed  far 
enough  to  possess  ample  grounds.  A  lawn,  garden,  orchard  and 
pasture  would  require  at  least  forty  acres  for  the  smallest  insti- 
tution. 
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The  plan  consists  in  having  one  hirgc  buihliug  devoted  ahnost 
exckisively  to  general  educational  purposes,  and  dormitories  each 
accommodating  from  twenty  to  twenty-five  pupils.  Workshops 
should  be  detached  from  the  main  building,  and  placed  in  the 
rear.  The  main  building  should  be  heated  by  steam,  with  radi- 
ators or  pipes  in  the  rooms.  The  engine  house,  constructed  in 
the  rear  of  the  main  building  for  safety,  may  have  the  laundry  in 
the  second  story.  The  best  walks  are  constructed  of  cement  and 
cobble-stones,  like  those  in  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan.  This  system 
is  thought  to  possess  several  advantages : 

1.  It  affords  more  room  for  general  educational  purposes.  The 
main  building  could  be  planned  with  strict  reference  to  the  needs 
of  sii^ch  institutions,  in  the  construction  and  arrangements  of  its 
public  rooms,  such  as  chapel,  library,  nuiseum,  gymnasium,  music 
halls,  and  recitation  rooms. 

2.  It  affords  more  room  for  dormitory  purposes.  The  house- 
hold department  would  be  always  full  but  never  crowded,  as  new 
dormitories  could  be  added  to  meet  all  the  necessities  of  growth. 

8.  It  is  believed  that  there  would  be  greater  economy  in  build- 
ing the  larger  institutions  in  accordance  with  this  system. 

4.  Home  influences,  so  precious  in  the  education  of  youth, 
would  be  retained,  and  carried  to  all  the  pupils  alike.  In  this 
respect  it  would  accord  with  the  divine  plan  in  establishing 
households. 

5.  By  dividing  the  grounds  in  the  center,  it  provides  for  the 
easy  and  complete  separation  of  the  sexes  except  in  the  presence 
of  officers  and  teachers.  It  thus  avoids  the  dangers  incident  to 
an  indiscriminate  mingling  of  the  sexes,  and  secures  all  the 
advantages  of  co-education. 

6.  It  reduces  the  dangers  incident  to  fires  to  a  minimum. 
Should  one  of  the  huge  consolidated  piles,  now  used  by  the  larger 
institutions  for  the  blind,  burn  on  a  severe  winter  night,  what  a 
frightful  loss  of  life,  and  terrible  suffering  from  exposure,  might 
result.  On  the  dormitory  plan,  the  main  building  containing  all 
the  valuable  collections  might  be  rendered  practically  fire-proof. 
Should  a  dormitory  burn,  the  small  number  of  pupils  thrown  out 
could  be  accommodated  temporarily  in  the  other  buildings. 

7.  It  reduces  the  noise  attendant  on  larger  institutions  to  a 
minimum. 

8.  Pupils  in  the  dormitories  can  be  arranged  according  to  age 
and  acquirements. 
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9.  Refractory  pupils  can  be  separated  from  others,  and  be 
more  easily  restrained. 

10.  Ii  is  more  hygienic.  The  pile  system  masses  the  pupils  in 
the  larger  institutions  too  much  for  health. 

11.  It  accommodates  the  largest  number  of  students  in  one 
institution.  AVith  full  power  to  appoint  all  the  subordinate 
officers,  teachers  and  employes,  which  is  absolutely  necessary  to 
render  an  institution  perfectly  homogeneous,  and  with  the  physi- 
cal conditions  perfect  according  to  the  most  approved  models,  it 
Is  believed  that  a  competent  superintendent  might  conduct  an 
institution  on  this  plan  with  a  thousand  pupils. 

It  is  wise  in  laying  foundations  to  have  regard  to  the  size  and 
weight  of  the  superstructure.  Ought  we  not  to  lay  the  founda- 
tions of  our  Institutions  for  the  blind  in  reference  to  the  imntense 
populations  that  will,  at  no  very  remote  period  of  time,  occupy 
the  new  worLl? 

CATALOGUE  UF  PUPILS  1872-3. 
Namtr>.  Post  Office.  Tountr. 

Jame?:  A.  Cameron  Rockville  Miami. 

Matthew  Cowley  Eldorado  Buder. 

William  H.  Ellis  Paola  Miami. 

Emma  C.  Ellison  Wyandotte  Wyandotte. 

Margaret  Fergason  Pomeroy  Wyandotte. 

Reul^en  Harris  Wyandotte  Wyandotte. 

George  A.  Hvmer  Paola  Miami. 

Lewis  C.  Jackson  Wamego  Pottawatomie. 

John  W.  Janes  Olathe  Johnson, 

Elizabeth  Lewellen  .Solomon  Rapid-  Mitchell. 

Martha  A.  Lusk  Centerville  Linn. 

Flora  A.  Meyers  Oskaloosa  Jelferson. 

Charles  T.  Messingale  Wyandotte  Wyandotte. 

Samuel  G.  Mitchel  Winchester  Jefferson. 

Samuel  S.  Moore  Cottonwood  FaUs  Chai?e. 

EUen  E.  Moore  Leavenworth  Leavenworth. 

Martha  A.  Neill  Baxter  Springs  Labette. 

Lillian  V.  Overton.'  Kanwaka  Douglas. 

Kate  E.  Parker  BamesviUe  Osage. 

Cal vin  Plowman  Lea ven wort h  Leavenworth . 

William  A.  Plowman  Leavenworth  Leavenworth. 

Charles  Reach  Wyandotte  Wyandotte. 

Matilda  C.  RascjeU  New  Albany  Wilson. 

Elizabeth  Scribner  BamesviUe  Osage. 

Joseph  A.  Secrest  Glen  Elder  Mitchell. 

Manha  Pt^  Smith  „. Lawrence  Dougla.s. 

Dewitt  C.  Stevens  Eureka  Greenwood. 
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Mary  R.  Waymire.. 

Ezra  Willis  

Alice  J.  Young  

Mary  E.  Young  

Cornelia  H,  Y'oung. 


Isabell  Stilwell 


.Eureka  

.Mound  City. 

.Eureka  

Paola  

Paola  

,  Wvandotte . 


(xreenwood. 
Linn. 

.Greenwood. 


Miami. 
Miami. 


Wyandotte. 


sug(tKsti()ns  to  parents. 


This  Institution  receives  pupils  from  nine  to  twenty-one  years 
of  age.  The  education  of  blind  children  should  begin  at  home. 
They  can  learn  to  dress  themselves  and  perform  their  toilet,  which 
is  essential  before  coming  to  the  Institution.  They  can  learn  to 
count,  add,  subtract,  multiply  and  divide.  They  can  learn  to 
repeat  the  multiplication  table,  to  spell  common  words  of  one  or 
two  syllables,  to  define  the  meaning  of  words,  to  read  letters  in 
raised  print,  ( which  will  be  furnished  on  application  by  the  Insti- 
tution,) to  give  facts  in  geography,  to  repeat  hymns  and  passages 
of  Scripture,  and  to  sing  tunes  or  play  on  some  simple  instrument. 
Children  should  not  be  neglected  or  petted  because  they  are  blind. 
Blind  children  can  be  taught  everything,  except  reading,  in  pub- 
lic schools. 

Children  of  imbecile  or  unsound  mind,  or  of  confirmed  immoral 
character,  are  not  admitted  to  the  Institution.  The  Institution 
is  free,  with  the  exception  of  clothing,  traveling  and  incidental 
expenses,  to  all  blind  children  in  the  State  of  Kansas.  Students 
should  be  supplied  with  comfortable  clothing  for  summer  and 
-winter  wear  in  sufficient  quantities  for  necessary  changes  for 
washing  and  repairs.  Every  article  should  be  distinctly  marked 
with  the  owner's  name,  to  prevent  loss  or  confusion. 

All  pupils  must  be  removed  from  the  Institution  during  the 
long  summer  vacation,  as  there  is  no  appropriation  for  their  sup- 
port during  that  time.  All  letters  should  be  addressed  to  the 
care  of  the  Institution,  to  insure  prompt  delivery.  Persons 
desirous  of  securing  an  admission  to  the  Institution  should  apply 
to  the  Superintendent  for  printed  instructions. 


INDUSTRIAL  DEPARTMENT. 


DR. 


To  amount  paid  for  materials  

To  amount  paid  for  machinery  and  tools, 
To  amount  paid  for  overwork  of  pupils.. 


$197.77 
52.93 
9.85 


$260.55 


CK. 


By  brooms  sold  , 

By  brooms  on  hand 


$218.20 
86.00 
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By  making  twenty-one  mattresses  for  Institution   $21.*00 

By  broom  materials  on  hand  '   35.90 

By  brush  materials  on  hand   8.95 

By  machinery  and  tools   52.93 


$422.98 
.  260.55 


Balance  in  lavor  of  Department   $162.43 

I':ST1MATI-:S  FOR  THE  (JURRENT  YEAR. 
The  amounts  necessary  for  the  support  of  the  Institution  during  the  next 
fiscal  year,  will  be  as  follows: 

For  provisions  and  medical  attendance  $5,000 

For  teachers   1,580 

For  employes   1,200 

For  superintendent   1,000 

For  matron   400 

For  furniture  and  finishing   600 

For  fuel  and  lights  ^   600 

For  books,  paper  and  postage   400 

For  orchestral  instruments   350 

For  pupils'  clothing   100 

For  painting  and  repairs   400 

For  well  '.   200 

For  privy   100 

For  cattle  shed   50 

For  school  furniture   50 

For  insurance     100 


$12,130 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 

We  are  indebted  to  the  superintendeuts  of  the  following  rail- 
roads for  many  favors :  Kansas  Pacific  Railway,  Missouri  River, 
Fort  Scott  &  Gulf,  Atchison,  Topeka  &  Santa  Fe,  Leavenworth, 
Lawrence  &  Galveston,  Hannibal  &  St.  Joseph,  St.  Louis,  Kan- 
sas City  &  Northern. 

We  are  indebted  also  to  the  publishers  of  the  following  news- 
papers :  Daily  Commonwealth,  Topeka ;  Daily  Journal,  Lawrence ; 
Topeka  Record,  Leavenworth  Times,  Kansas  Farmer,  Miami 
Republican,  Kansas  Evangel,  Osborn  Times,  AVyandotte  Gazette, 
Wyandotte  Herald. 

Believing  that  this  Institution  has  been  faithful  to  its  trust, 
and  relying  upon  the  Giver  of  all  good  for  his  constant  guidance 
and  care,  I  respectfully  submit  the  foregoing  report. 

JOHN  D.  PARKER,  Superintendent. 

Wyandotte,  Nov.  30,  1873. 


REPORT  OF  THE  VISITING  COMMITTEE. 


The  undersigned,  having  been  requested  by  one  of  the  Trustees 
of  the  Kansas  Institution  for  the  Blind,  to  attend  the  public  ex- 
aminations of  the  same,  and  to  report  in  reference  to  the  various 
departments,  and  such  other  things  as  may  come  under  our  obser- 
vation, submit  the  following: 

We  have  taken  special  pains  to  inform  ourselves  in  reference 
to  the  facts,  by  attending  the  various  examinations,  conversing 
with  the  teachers  and  officers,  mingling  with  the  pupils,  and 
inspecting  the  grounds  and  buildings,  and  various  plans  and 
improvements  now  in  progress  and  already  accomplished. 

In  the  Literary  Department  we  note  a  decided  improvement 
in  the  educational  character  of  the  Institution,  which  is  now 
taking  high  rank  among  the  liteiary  and  scientific  institutions  of 
the  State.  We  examined  the  class  exercises,  and  were  highly 
gratified  to  witness  the  tact  of  the  teachers  and  the  proficiency 
of  the  pupils  in  arithmetic,  history,  physiology,  spelling  and  rhe- 
torical exercises. 

The  Department  of  Music,  at  present  conducted  by  Professor 
Jacob  Niermeyer,  has  called  out  and  developed  the  vocal  and 
instrumental  talents  of  the  pupils  to  a  wonderful  degree.  All  of 
the  pupils  take  special  delight  in  this  exercise,  and  look  upon  it 
as  a  privilege  instead  of  a  task. 

The  Industrial  Department,  under  the  management  of  Mr. 
Isaac  LaRue,  a  blind  man  of  fine  mechanical  talents,  claims  our 
special  attention.  The  new  building  is  well  arranged,  and  fur- 
nished for  broom-making  and  mattress-making,  and  the  superin- 
tendent is  making  arrangements  to  introduce  cane-seating  chairs, 
mat-making  and  brush-making,  the  coming  term.  The  brooms 
of  the  pupils,  on  exhibition  for  the  annual  prizes,  were  of  excel- 
lent construction  and  of  beautiful  finish. 

The  pi  ib'dc  grounds  around  the  building  have  been  very  greatly 
improved  in  appearance;  the  stumps  have  been  removed  from 
the  ten  acres,  trellis- work  has  been  erected,  several  hundred  ever- 
greens have  been  planted,  the  grounds  have  been  seeded  in  white 
clover  and  blue-grass,  and  a  great  variety  of  shrubs  and  climbers 
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have  been  set  out.  In  the  garden  we  found  a  great  variety  of 
vegetables  growing,  and  a  very  great  abundance  of  small  fruits, 
sucb  as  strawberries,  grapes,  raspberries,  gooseberries,  currants 
and  blackberries. 

The  household  department  we  also  found  in  an  excellent  con- 
dition. Great  economy  is  exercised  in  the  purchase  of  supplies, 
but  the  tables  are  furnished  with  an  abundance  of  the  most 
wholesome  food.  In  this  respect  the  Institution  is  a  model  of 
economy,  neatness  and  order. 

We  were  also  impressed  with  the  general  good  order  and 
thorough  discipline  observable  in  all  departments  of  the  Institu- 
tion. A  genial  and  home-like  feeling  seems  to  pervade  the  whole 
Institution,  and  to  envelo])  officers,  teachers  and  pupils  alike. 
All  the  pupils  have  the  utmost  freedom  of  access  to  the  Superin- 
tendent at  all  times,  and  he  administers  to  their  wants  and  neces- 
sities with  a  father's  care.  The  Superintendent  has  exercised  the 
greatest  care  in  the  selection  of  instructors  in  the  various  depart- 
ments, choosing  none  but  those  who  bring  to  their  several  trusts 
the  highest  qualifications  of  ability  and  personal  character. 
While  all  sectarianism  is  rigorously  excluded,  the  pupils  are 
carefully  instructed  in  the  fundamental  truths  of  Christianity, 
and  in  all  the  moral  precepts  of  right  li^ung.  The  Superin- 
tendent, assisted  by  the  Matron,  with  one  purpose  of  heart,  seem 
to  direct  and  control  all  the  affairs  of  the  Institution  in  an 
admirable  manner  worthy  of  all  commendation. 

J.  S.  STOCKTON, 
O.  C.  PALMER. 

I  regret  that  my  time  has  been  so  occupied  with  other  duties 
that  I  have  been  unable  to  examine  into  the  condition  of  the 
grounds  and  buildings,  the  method  or  economy  of  the  manage- 
ment; but  so  far  as  I  could  gain  information  by  attendance  at 
the  examination  for  a  single  day,  I  concur  heartily  in  all  that  the 
report  says  of  the  proficiency  of  the  scholars,  the  personal  kind- 
ness of  the  teachers  toward  the  pupils,  and  the  home  feeling  that 
binds  together  the  pupils  and  the  family  of  the  Superintendent. 
I  believe  that  the  general  condition  and  management  of  the  Insti- 
tution is  such  as  to  reflect  honor  upon  the  State,  and  great  ci^dit 
upon  the  gentleman  who  has  the  direct  superintendence  of  it; 
and  to  confer  increasing  benefits  on  the  afflicted  class  whom  the 
State  here  gathers  under  her  special  protection. 

JAMES  G.  DOUGHERTY. 
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EEPORT  OF  THE  TRUSTEES. 


To  His  Excellency,  Thomas  A.  Osborn,  Governor  of  the  State 
of  Kansas: 

Sir:  The  Trustees  of  the  Kansas  Institution  for  the  Blind 
respectfully  present  the  following  as  their  Seventh  Annual  Re- 
port. This  being  the  first  year  that  we,  as  Trustees,  have  had 
charge  of  the  Institution  for  the  whole  year,  are  glad  to  be  able 
to  report  such  an  improvement  in  the  financial  condition  of  the 
Institution  as  will  be  seen  by  the  Reports  accompanying.  The 
appropriation  of  the  Legislature  for  current  expenses  made  at 
the  last  session,  has  by  strict  economy,  and  by  making  purchases 
at  the  lowest  wholesale  rates,  been  sufiScient  to  keep  the  Institu- 
tion in  good  working  order,  and  leave  a  small  balance  of  the 
appropriation  still  undrawn  from  the  State  Treasurer.  This  is 
especially  gratifying  when  it  is  considered  that  the  expenditure 
is  less  than  that  of  any  previous  year,  with  over  thirty-five  per 
cent,  increase  in  the  number  of  pupils  who  have  enjoyed  the 
privileges  of  the  school.  In  the  estimate  made  in  the  accom- 
panying report  for  the  amount  needed  for  the  Institution  for  the 
coming  fiscal  year,  of  $9,500,  we  would  suggest  that  we  can 
expend  the  amount  needed  more  economically  by  having  the 
appropriation  made  without  having  it  divided  into  separate 
funds,  as  some  funds  are  expended  before  the  year  closes,  while 
others  are  not  all  expended. 

We  are  pleased  to  report  to  your  Excellency  that  the  educa- 
tional work  of  the  Institution  is  all  that  could  be  hoped  for  by 
the  friends  of  the  unfortunate  blind  of  our  State.  The  pupils 
are  enjoying  all  the  advantages  given  by  our  State  in  its  free 
schools  to  seeing  children,  and  are  besides  furnished  with  a  home 
during  the  school  year,  and  when  their  education  is  completed 
are  prepared  with  some  avocation  to  earn  self-support  in  after- 
life. All  the  young  men  and  boys  are  learning  the  trades  of 
broom,  brush  and  mattress  -  making,  in  the  workshop,  and  the 
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young  ladies  and  girk  are  taught  in  needle -work,  knitting, 
basket-making,  etc.,  ^yhile  in  vocal  and  instrumental  music,  in 
which  nearly  all  the  blind  are  deeply  interested,  and  in  which 
many  excel,  they  are  furnished  with  competent  instruction.  The 
number  of  applicants  for  admission  is  increasing,  and  will  prob- 
ably reach  forty  pupils  during  the  coming  winter.  The  appro- 
priation which  we  recommend  will,  by  strict  economy,  support 
the  Institution  for  the  coming  year,  although  the  number  of 
pupils  is  constantly  increasing.  For  a  further  insight  into  the 
workings  of  the  Institution,  we  would  refer  your  Excellency 
to  the  Reports  of  the  Superintendent  and  attending  Physician, 
appended  with  Report  of  the  Secretary,  showing  in  detail  the 
receipts  and  expenditures  during  the  year  just  closed. 

WELCOME  WELLS,  President. 
W.  B.  SLOSSON,  Secretary. 


RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES. 


The  following  statement  exhibits  the  receipts  and  disbursements 
of  the  Institution  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  November  30,  1874 : 


1874.  RECEIPTS. 

Mar.  13. — Received  from  State  Treasurer  by  J.  D.  Parker   $400  00 

.June  13. — Received  fi'om  State  Treasurer  by  J.  D.  Parker   300  00 

Sept.  10.— Received  from  State  Treasurer  by  J.  D.  Parker   300  00 

Mar.  13.— Received  by  F.  Speck   3,655  60 

June  13.— Received  by  F.  Speck   1,385  36 

Sept.  10.— Received  by  F.  Speck   436  65 

Nov.  13.— Received  by  F.  Speck   2,402  76 


$8,880  37 

1874.  DISBURSEMENTS. 

Mar.  13.— Disbursed  by  J.  D.  Parker   $400  00 

June  13.— Disbursed  by  J.  D.  Parker   300  00 

Sept.  10.— Disbursed  by  J.  D.  Parker   300  00 

Mar.  13.— Disbursed  by  F.  Speck   3,645  60 

June  13.— Disbursed  by  F.  Speck   1,393  86 

Sept.  10.— Disbursed  by  F.  Speck   436  65 

Nov.  13.— Disbursed  by  F.  Speck   2,401  76 

Nov.  13. — Amount  to  balance  .•   2  50 


$8,880  37 

Appropriation  for  1874   9,422  00 


Balance  undrawn   $541  63 
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1874.  STATEMENT  IN  DETAIL  OF  ORDERS  DRAWN. 


Mar.  10— G.  D.  Bowling,  provisions  $223  10 

Mar.  10. — A.  D.  Downs,  postage,  papers   24  05 

Mar.  10. — Ramsey  &  Co.,  paper   11  07 

Mar.  10. —  Conover  Bros.,  books,  paper   6  20 

Mar.  10.— Matt.  Foster,  books,  paper   39  70 

Mar.lO.— V.  J.  Lane  &  Co.,  printing   2  25 

Mar.  10. — H.  M.  LaRue,  seamstress   20  81 

Mar.  10. — Emma  Pride,  laundress   72  00 

Mar.lO. — Nancy  Murray, cook   80  00 

Mar.lO. — Martha  Harris,  dining-room  work   48  00 

Mar.lO. — Reuben  Harris,  janitor   80  00 

Mar.lO. — Mary  Harris,  chambermaid   48  00 

Mar.lO.— Mary  Miller,  teaching   160  00 

Mar.  10. — Jennie  Slaven,  teaching   160  00 

Mar.lO.— I.  N.  LaRue,  teaching   81  66 

Mar.lO. —  Jacob  Niermeyer,  teaching   177  76 

Mar.  10. — Matthew  Cowley,  teaching   30  00 

Mar.  10.— B.  B.  Taylor,  wood   46  00 

Mar.lO.— T.  W.  Combs,  wood   348  00 

Mar.  10.— T.  B.  Bowling,  pupils'  clothing   5  50 

Mar.lO.— E.  T.  Hovey,  pupils'  clothing   1  80 

Mar.lO.^ — F.  A.  Arends,  pupils'  shoes   10  55 

Mar.lO. —  John  Doggett,  pupils'  clothing  and  furnishing   69  64 

Mar.  10. — Bruckman  &  Co.,  pupils'  clothing  and  furnishing   9  15 

Mar.  10. — Woods  &  Abernathy,  furnishing   325  24 

Mar.  11. — Dalton  Bros.,  sewing  machine   75  00 

Mar.  11. —  C.  Crothers,  repairs   5  75 

Mar.ll.—G.  Stumpf,  repairs   22  95 

Mar.  11. — Cole  Bros.,  pump   18  00 

Mar.  11. — E.  Zoellig,  repairs   25 

Mar.  11. —  J.  Handford,  carpenter  work   19  37 

Mar.  11. — Hoersman  Bros.,  repairs   16  50 

Mar.  11. — F.  Poehler,  drayage   50 

Mar.  11.— A.  G.  Walcott,  lumber   45  84 

Mar.  11. — Bullene  &  Co.,  furnishing   22  04 

Mar.  11. — Daniel  Killen,  provisions   1  20 

Mar.  11. —  Jennie  Slaven, -expenses   2  30 

Mar.  11. —  James  McGrew,  provisions   6  04 

Mar.  11. — Dr.  F.  Speck,  medical  attendance   42  00 

Mar.  11. — P.H.Collins,  provisions   10  50 

Mar.  11.— Pat.  Tracy,  feed   2  75 

Mar.  11.— T.  W.  Combs,  provisions   22  27 

Mar.  11. — N.  A.  Parker,  cash  advanced  for  provisions...   32  77 

Mar.  11. — P.  Collins,  provisions   2  75 

Mar.  11. — G.  D.  Bowling,  provisions   855  94 

Mar.  11. — E.  L.  Buesche,  provisions   75  15 
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Mar.  11. — O.  K.  Serviss,  provisions   50  48 

Mar.  11. — G.  J.  Neubert,  medicines   26  30 

Mar.  11. — T.  W.  Combs,  provisions  17  42 

Mar.  11. — E.  Jndd,  provisions   8  40 

Mar.  11. — H.  Hafner,  provisions   142  86  * 

Mar.  11. — F.  Speck,  provisions   4  29 

Mar.  11. — J.  P.  Aid  en,  medicines   8  25 

Mar.  11. — Mary  Snedden,  sewing   9  00 

Mar.  11. — Kosa  Smith,  teaching   8  00 

Mar.  11. — L.  Overton,  teaching   5  00 

Mar.  11.— Kate  Parker,  teaching   3  00 

Mar.  11. — Green  Packard,  pupils'  shoes   2  25 

June  10. — Geo.  Stumpf,  repairs   1  00 

June  10. — C.  Crothers,  repairs   3  90 

June  10. — N.  R.  Ferguson,  provisions   154  20 

June  10. — P.  H.  Collins,  provisions   4  40 

June  10. —  J.  C.  Ives,  provisions    12  45 

June  10. — R.  Judd,  provisions   10  75 

June  10.— Geo.  Shingle,  flour   64  75 

June  10. — Daniel  Killin,  provisions   12  52 

June  10. — P.  Luguibihl,  provisions   10  15 

June  10.— C.  Shelton,  milk    ,   5  00 

•  June  10. — N.  A.  Parker,  cash  advanced  for  provisions   21  50 

June  10. — J.  P.  Alden,  medicines   3  15 

June  10. — G.  J.  Neubert,  medicines   11  50 

June  10. — F.  Speck,  medical  attendance   44  00 

June  10. — G.  D.  Bowling,  provisions   140  26 

JunelO.—H.  Hafner,  meat   114  37 

June  10. — E.  L.  Buesche,  provisions   27  70 

June  10. — O.  K.  Serviss,  provisions   28  43 

JunelO. — Clarke  &  McWilliaras,  provisions   40  81 

June  10. — J.  D.  Parker,  cash  advanced   3  30 

JunelO.— T.  B.  Bowling,  pupils'  clothing   10  25 

JunelO. — F.  A.  Arends,  shoes   3  70 

JunelO. — John  Doggett,  pupils'  clothing   4  80 

JunelO. — N.  A.  Parker,  cash  advanced   1  30 

JunelO. — James  Mills,  paper   9  15 

JunelO. — A.  D.  Downs,  postage  and  paper..  ".   10  07 

JunelO.— R.  B.  Taylor,  printing   2  00 

JunelO. — J.  Groeniger,  repairs   1  20  . 

JunelO. — L.  Bernett,  musical  repairs   4  50 

JunelO. — Ramsey  &  Co.,  paper   9  24 

JunelO. — Matt.  Foster  &  Co.,  stationery   9  45 

JunelO. — Conover  Bros.,  music   3  07 

JunelO. — J.  L.Sheldon,  repairing  and  tuning  pianos   11  00 

JunelO.— T.  W.  Combs,  wood   5  44 

JunelO. — Jennie  Slaven,  teaching   100  00 
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June  10.— May  Miller,  teaching   100  00 

June  10. — William  Rooney,  teaching   114  05 

JunelO. — Reuben  Harris,  janitor   60  00 

June  10. — Martha  Harris,  dining-room  work   30  00 

JunelO. — Emma  Pride,  washerwoman   54  00 

JunelO. — Nancy  Murray,  cook   60  00 

JunelO. — Mary  Harris,  chambermaid   30  00 

JunelO. — Blanche  Harris,  seamstress   44  00 

JunelO. — Matthew  Cowley,  teaching   2  50  , 

Sept.  8.— J.  P.  Alden  &  Co.,  medicines   7  20 

Sept.  8.— G.  J.  Neubert  &  Co.,  medicines   1  00 

Sept.  8. — Geo.  Hay  ward,  provisions   4  00 

Sept.  8. — N.  A.  Parker,  cash  advanced  for  provisions  ,   13  70 

Sept.  8. — A,  Walter,  provisions   45 

Sept.  8. — N.  R.  Ferguson,  provisions   26  37 

Sept.  8. — Geo.  Stumpf,  provisions   10  40 

Sept.  8. — Charles  Brown,  provisions   2  00 

Sept.  8. — E.  L.  Buesche,  provisions   39  35 

Sept.  8.— James  McGrew,  provisions   49  76 

Sept.  8. — Henry  Hafner,  meat   33  45 

Sept.  8. — Geo.  D.  Bowling,  provisions   94  09 

Sept.  8.— Nancy  Murray,  cook   60  00 

Sept.  8.— Reuben  Harris,  janitor   60  00 

Sept.  8. — Mary  Harris,  chambermaid   7  00 

Sept.  8. — Susan  Finney,  work   4  73 

Sept.  8.— A.  G.  Wolcott,  lumber.   3  25 

Sept.  8. — S.  Jontz,  repairs   4  10 

Sept.  8.— F.  W.  Meyer,  wire  clothes  line   3  30 

Sept.  8. — J.  Handford,  carpenter  work   5  50 

Sept.  8.— V.  J.  Lane  &  Co.,  printing   7  00 

Nov.  10. — N.  R.  Ferguson  &  Co.,  provisions   264  11 

Nov.  10. — E.  L.  Buesche,  provisions   14  50 

Nov.  10. — J.  D.  Parker,  cash  advanced   7  65 

Nov.  10. — G.  D.  Bowling,  provisions   147  77 

Nov.  10. — T.  W.  Combs,  provisions   5  00 

Nov.  10. — Hoersman  &  Bros.,  repairing   5  90 

Nov.  10. — Clarke  &  Mc Williams,  provisions   31  54 

Nov.  10.— H.  Hafner,  meat   89  97 

Nov.  10. — R.  Judd,  provisions   8  67 

Nov.  10. — H.  R.  Harris,  medicines   1  80 

Nov.  10. — McGrew  &  Stone,  meat   75 

Nov.  10. — James  McGrew,  provisions   22  02 

Nov.  10.— S.  F.  Mather,  medicines   16  30 

Nov.  10— C.  Brown,  straw   1  00 

Nov.  10.— Mrs.  Bowman,  cow   25  00 

Nov.  10.— C.  Kohl,  corn   20  25 

Nov.  10. — Stephen  Baumgarten,  hay   8  99 


8  Institution  foe  the  Blind. 


Nov.  10. — Joseph  Windish,  provisions   24  80 

Nov.  10.— Mrs.  N.  A.  Parker,  cash  advanced   47  30 

Nov.  10.— Daniel  Killin,  provisions   11  33 

Nov.  10. — Serviss  &  Vanzandt,  potatoes   90  00 

Nov.  10.— J.  P.  Alden,  medicines   4  25 

Nov.  10. — Dr.  B.  Woodward,  medical  attendance   6  00 

Nov.  10.— Dr.  F.  Speck,  medical  attendance   52  00 

Nov.  10. — J.  L.  Sheldon,  tuning  pianos   6  00 

Nov.  10. — G.  Stumpf,  repairs.-.   8  50 

Nov.  10. — Bruckman  &  Co.,  furnishing   7  10 

Nov.  10. — Serviss  &  Vanzandt,  provisions   94  90 

Nov.  10. — George  Shingle,  flour   142  51 

Nov.  10.— C.  Crothers,  blacksmithing   6  96 

Nov.  10.— A.  G.  Wolcott,  lumber   2  50 

Nov.  10. — J.  Doggett,  furnishing   45  29 

Nov.  10. — Woods  &  Abernathy,  furnishing   39  65 

Nov.  10.— T.  B.  Bowling,  pupils'  clothing   4  00 

Nov.  10. — F.  'Arends,  pupils'  clothing   2  60 

Nov.  10.— T.  Bowling,  pupils'  clothing   14  63 

Nov.  10.— W.  B.  Wait,  slates   37  70 

Nov.  10. — Bamsev  &  Co.,  paper  and  books   19  92 

Nov.  10. — American  Bible  Society,  testaments   27  45 

Nov.  10.— A.  D.  Downs,  postage   10  13 

Nov.  10.— Matt.  Foster,  books   40  85 

Nov.  10. — V,  J.  Lane,  printing   14  25 

Nov.  10. — Estelle  Nelson,  teaching   100  00 

Nov.  10.— Eva  Miller,  teaching   100  00 

Nov.  10.— May  Miller,  teaching   100  00 

Nov.  10.— George  C.  Guthrie,  teaching   83  32 

Nov.  10. — C.  Crothers,  repairing   6  79 

Nov.  10. — Keuben  and  Mary  Harris,  work   70  00 

Nov.  10.— Anna  Williams,  work   30  00 

Nov.  10. — Mrs.  Martha  Jennings,  work   45  00 

Nov.  10. — Mrs.  Nancy  Murray,  work   40  00 

Nov.  10. — Miss  O.  Dodge,  work   16  66 

Nov.lO.— Wm.  Shelton,  work   1  00 

Nov.  10.— J.  D.  Parker,  salary   133  33 

Nov.  10. — Nancy  A.  Parker,  salary   66  66 

Nov.  10.— Mrs.  A.  M.  Speck,  cow!   25  00 

Nov.  10. — Fred.  Speck,  provisions   50  00 

Nov.  10.— L.  Buskirk,  wood   100  56 

Nov.  10. — J.  DeBerry,  repairs   1  60 

Total   $7,877  87 


EEPORT  OF  SUPERINTENDENT. 


To  THE  Board  of  Trustees:  I  hereby  submit  to  you  the 
Seventh  Annual  Report  of  this  Institution.  The  past  year  has 
been  one  of  continued  prosperity.  The  whole  number  of  students 
in  attendance  since  the  last  report  has  been  thirty-five.  The 
general  health  of  all  the  students  has  been  good.  The  teachers 
are  unusually  well  qualified  for  their  positions,  and  have  labored 
faithfully  in  the  performance  of  their  respective  duties.  The 
greatest  harmony  prevails  among  all  the  members  of  the  Insti- 
tution. 

CHANGES. 

Miss  Jennie  Slav  en,  who  has  given  faithful  service  for  several 
years  as  a  teacher  in  the  Literary  Department,  has  resigned,  and 
accepted  a  situation  in  the  public  schools  of  Wyandotte,  and 
Miss  Eva  Miller,  a  teacher  of  rare  promise,  has  been  elected  to 
fill  her  place.  Last  winter,  Mr.  Jacob  Niermeyer  resigned  his 
situation  as  teacher  of  music  on  account  of  ill-health,  and  Miss 
Estelle  Nelson  has  taken  charge  of  the  Musical  Department, 
and  already  gives  evidence  of  success.  Mr.  Isaac  La  Rue  has 
resigned  his  charge  of  the  Mechanical  Department,  and  gone 
into  business  in  Iowa,  and  Mr.  George  C.  Guthrie,  of  the  Illinois 
Institution  for  the  Blind,  has  been  elected  to  fill  his  place.  Mr. 
Guthrie  seems  to  possess  the  requisite  qualifications  for  this 
position,  and  has  already  infused  a  new  life  into  this  department. 

STUDIES  PURSUED. 
Pupils  have  received  instruction  during  the  year  in  the  follow- 
ing branches:  Reading  in  Boston  Type  and  New  York  Point, 
Spelling,  Writing  with  Grooved  Cards,  Arithmetic,  Geography, 
Grammar,  Physical  Geography,  Rhetoric,  Printing  in  New  York 
Point,  Ancient  History,  United  States  History,  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  Geometry,  and  Vocal  and  Instrumental  Music. 
The  boys  have  been  taught  in  broom-making,  brush-making  and 
mattress-making,  and  the  girls  have  received  instruction  in  plain 
sewing,  knitting,  bead  and  fancy  work. 
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The  essential  features  of  the  several  departments  of  the  Insti- 
tution remain  unchanged,  and  have  been  fully  set  forth  in  the 
last  two  reports. 

SABBATH  IXSTEUCTION. 

In  addition  to  the  daily  reading  of  the  Scriptures  at  morning 
and  evening  worship,  a  Bible-class  is  held  every  Sabbath  after- 
noon in  the  Institution,  which  is  attended  by  all  the  teachers  a^id 
pupils.  The  publication  of  the  Gospel  of  John  by  the  American 
Bible  Society  in  the  2^ew  York  Point,  will  add  very  much  to  the 
interest  of  this  exercise.  All  the  pupils  are  expected  to  attend 
morning  service  at  some  one  of  the  churches  in  town,  where  they 
may  desire,  or  their  parents  may  direct.  The  pupils  are  left 
entirely  unbiased  in  religious  matters,  but  are  carefully  instructed 
in  the  fundamental  truths  of  our  common  Christianity^  and  in  the 
practical  duties  of  life. 

TRAVELING  EXPENSES. 

Most  of  the  railroads  in  the  State  have  so  far  granted  the  pupils 
free  passes  in  going  to  and  from  the  Institution  at  the  beginning 
and  end  of  the  school  year.  The  roads,  however,  show  more 
reluctance  in  granting  these  favors  from  year  to  year.  Should 
the  main  lines  refuse  to  grant  such  passes,  some  arrangement  must 
be  effected  with  the  counties  to  meet  the  traveling  expenses  of 
such  pupils  as  are  limited  in  their  means,  or  the  attendance  on 
the  Institution  would  be  greatly  reduced.  The  State  of  New 
York  has  a  law  providing  for  these  expenses,  and  for  clothing 
needy  pupils,  as  follows : 

"  If  the  friends  of  any  pupil  from  within  the  State  of  New  York  shall 
fail,  through  neglect  or  inability,  to  provide  the  same  with  proper  clothing, 
or  with  funds  to  defray  hLs  or  her  traveling  expenses  to  and  from  the  Insti- 
tution, or  to  remove  him  or  her  therefrom,  the  trustees  shall  furnish  such 
clothing,  pay  such  traveling  expenses,  or  remove  such  pupil  to  the  care  of 
the  overseer  of  the  poor  of  his  or  her  township,  and  charge  the  cost  of  the 
same  to  the  county  to  which  the  pupil  belongs,  provided  that  the  annual 
amount  of  such  expenditure,  on  account  of  any  one  pupil,  shall  not  exceed 
the  sum  of  sixty  dollars." 

As  the  number  of  students  increases,  the  necessity  of  some  such 
law  in  Kansas  becomes  more  apparent. 

GARDEN  AND  ORCHARD. 
The  garden  produced  the  usual  supply  of  early  vegetables,  but 
was  affected  somewhat  by  the  late  drouth.    Several  of  the  apple 
trees  were  attacked  by  the  twig-blight,  but  were  restored  to  a 
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healthy  and  vigorous  growth  by  the  use  of  sulphur.  The  Insti- 
tution has  grown  in  more  or  less  abundance  the  following  fruits: 
currants,  gooseberries,  grapes,  strawberries,  blackberries,  rasp- 
berries and  peaches.  Notwithstanding  the  best  cultivation,  the 
late  drouth  the  past  two  seasons  has  reduced  the  strawberry  vines 
considerably. 

On  the  29th  of  August  we  received  from  the  west  our  first 
shower  of  Rocky  Mountain  Locusts.  At  that  time  we  had  about 
8,000  American  Drumheads  in  the  finest  condition.  We  tried 
smoke,  but  the  locusts  came  in  such  showers  from  day  to  day 
that  the  cabbages  were  almost  totally  ruined.  They  had  been 
planted  with  the  purpose  of  buying  another  horse,  as  our  vener- 
able Charlie  is  superannuated,  and  may  fail  us  at  any  time.  We 
need  a  strong,  vigorous  horse  to  deliver  goods,  and  to  meet  the 
demands  of  the  Mechanical  Department. 

I  cannot  describe  the  luxury  derived  by  our  Institution  from 
growing  the  various  kinds  of  fruits.  Their  cultivation  yields  a 
large  return  of  those  peculiar  pleasure:  that  cluster  around  a 
rural  life.    An  Institution  for  the  blind,  in  a  word,  should  be  a 

RUKAL  HOME. 

Embowered  among  the  trees,  within  an  easy  Avalk  of  some  large 
city ;  its  ample  grounds  should  embrace  woodland  and  lawn, 
winding  roads  and  graveled  walks,  orchard  and  garden,  with 
fountain,  fruits  and  flowers.  The  blind  and  purblind  are  not 
insensible  to  the  charms  of  Nature.  Institutions  for  the  blind 
are  among  the  richest  and  ripest  fruits  of  our  Christian  civili- 
zation. We  lavish  upon  our  children,  deprived  of  the  blessings 
of  vision,  the  wealth  of  our  heart's  affection.  Science  brings  and 
lays  its  offerings  at  their  feet.  Art  beautifies  their  home  with  its 
choicest  gifts.  Nature  adds  its  ample  stores.  Living  amidst 
such  scenes,  the  child  almost  forgets  its  blindness,  and  drinks  in 
the  beauties  of  its  rural  home.  The  gladsome  days  glide  by 
with  scarcely  a  ripple  upon  the  stream  of  life.  The  other  senses 
of  the  child  unfolded  yield  their  latent  powers  to  such  a  degree 
as  almost  to  substitute  the  sense  of  vision.  The  child  is  led 
onward  by  easy  paths,  and  gentle  surprises,  and  new  delights, 
and  fresh  scenes,  and  glimpses  of  the  higher  life.  Each  day 
brings  its  sunshine.  Guarded  from  the  rude  assaults  of  the 
world,  the  ideal  Institution  is  a  little  Paradise  on  earth,  where 
childhood  unfolds  its  powers  and  ripens  for  the  Paradise  above. 
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In  the  development  of  this  Institution  this  ideal  has  always 
been  held  before  us.  Already  we  have  begun  to  garner  some 
fruits  of  patient  toil  and  care.  Pupils  are  yielding  their  hearts 
and  lives  to  the  genial  influences  that  surround  them.  As  fruit 
gradually  ripens  and  mellows  under  the  influences  of  sunshine 
and  shower,  so  human  lives  become  mellow  and  plastic  under 
the  sunshine  of  loving  hearts.  Rarely  now  do  our  pupils  even 
need  reproof.  The  rules  of  the  Institution  seem  to  be  obeyed 
from  choice,  with  a  consciousness  that  in  perfect  obedience  to 
right  laws  the  pupil  finds  his  gi*eatest  good. 

Perhaps  we  may  learn  a  lesson  in  the  education  of  the  blind 
from  the  people  of  Saxony,  who  begin  the  training  of  their  blind 
children  at  the  tender  age  of  four  years.  For  this  purpose  they 
have  established  a 

KINDEEGARTEX 
at  Hubertsburg,  where  the  little  ones  are  received  and  trained 
after  Froebel's  methods  of  unfolding  the  young  life  of  the  child 
according  to  the  laws  of  its  own  nature.  After  remaining  in  the 
Kindergarten  a  few  years  the  child  is  removed  into  the  main 
Institution  at  Dresden,  where  its  education  is  carried  forward  in 
every  department  until  the  pupil  is  graduated  and  sent  out  into 
the  world  for  its  life's  work. 

THE  AMERICAN  PEINTIXG  HOUSE 
for  the  Blind,  at  Louisville,  Kentucky,  has  been  established  by 
philanthropic  gentlemen  of  Louisville,  who  are  deeply  interested 
in  the  education  of  the  blind,  and  feel  the  importance  of  securing 
a  constant  supply  of  good  reading  for  them.  Their  aim  from 
the  beginning  has  been  to  make  a  national  institution,  to  be 
managed  under  the  direction  and  with  the  co-operation  of  all 
those  engaged  in  the  actual  work  of  teaching  the  blind,  and  to 
publish  such  works  as  they  may  desire.  The  undertaking  is 
purely  benevolent,  no  profit  being  allowed  on  the  publications, 
while  the  indigent  blind  of  States  contributiug  to  the  funds  are 
supplied  with  books  free  of  charge.  Kentucky,  Pennsylvania, 
Ohio,  New  Jersey  and  Delaware,  have  made  annual  appropria- 
tions in  aid  of  this  enterprise,  and  it  is  very  desirable  that  all 
the  States,  having  Institutions  for  the  blind,  should  co-operate  in 
this  good  work,  and  share  in  its  advantages. 

During  the  last  two  years  the  xlmerican  Printing  House  for 
the  Blind  has  printed  a  large  number  of  books  recommended  by 


Seventh  Annual  Report. 


13 


the  superintendents  of  the  different  institutions  for  the  blind  in 
the  United  States.  The  list  of  books  printed  comprises  school 
readers,  arithmetics,  histories,  geographies,  Proctor's  popular 
essays  on  Astronomy,  the  New  York  Point  System  of  Musical 
Notation,  Robinson  Crusoe,  and  some  of  Miss  Edgeworth's  moral 
tales.  The  Superintendent  of  the  Institution  for  the  Blind  at 
Louisville  has  also  constructed  at  considerable  expense  large 
raised  maps  of  North  America  and  Europe,  copies  of  which 
ought  to  be  in  this  Institution.  The  American  Printing  House 
has  also  made  arrangements  for  the  publication  of  a  full  series 
of  school  readers  in  the  New  York  Point  System.  If  well  done 
this  will  be  an  invaluable  work  for  all  our  institutions. 

The  Trustees  of  the  American  Printing  House  are  among  the 
most  distinguished  citizens  of  Louisville,  whose  names  are  a  suf- 
ficient guarantee  of  the  integrity  and  energy  with  which  the 
enterprise  will  be  conducted. 

NATIONAL  CONVENTION. 

The  second  biennial  meeting  of  the  American  Association  of 
Instructors  of  the  Blind  was  held  in  the  chapel  of  the  New  York 
State  Institution,  at  Batavia,  on  the  18th,  19th  and  20th  of  Au- 
gust, 1874.  Eighteen  institutions  for  the  blind  were  represented 
by  some  thirty  members,  with  a  large  number  of  corresponding 
members,  some  representatives  being  present  from  Europe.  Sev- 
eral papers  were  read  which  treated  of  the  practical  education  of 
the  blind,  followed  by  a  discussion  of  the  same  subject.  Nothing 
is  of  greater  importance  than  a  comparison  of  views,  of  living 
instructors  of  the  blind,  and  an  agreement  in  reference  to  the 
best  alphabet,  books,  apparatus  and  methods  to  be  employed  in 
the  education  of  this  class  of  defectives.  The  results  reached  by 
the  convention  were  evidently  in  the  right  direction.  Among 
other  things,  Mr.  Richardson,  of  the  Arkansas  Institution,  exhib- 
ited an  ingenious  contrivance,  invented  by  himself,  by  the  aid  of 
which  the  blind  may  successfully  work  at  harness-making,  thus 
furnishing  a  neio  trade  for  the  blind.  An  international  committee 
was  appointed  to  examine  and  compare  the  Braille  and  New 
York  Point  System  of  Musical  Notation.  If  Europe  and  America 
could  agree  on  the  best  alphabet  it  would  probably  increase  the 
literature  for  the  blind  a  hundred  fold. 

The  New  York  State  Institution,  under  the  direction  of  Dr. 
A.  D.  Lord,  a  model  institution  for  the  blind,  contributed  pow- 
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erfully  by  its  superb  accommcxlatiorLS,  its  perfect  arrangemeDts, 
and  its  munificent  hospitality,  to  the  complete  success  of  the  con- 
vention. 

On  my  way  to  the  national  convention,  I  spent  several  days 
with  the  Matron  of  this  Institution,  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  for  the 
purpose  of  comparing  and  studying  the  physical  arrangements 
and  methods  of  instruction  of  the  public  institutions  of  that  State. 
Every  facility  was  offered  me  to  make  my  visit  pleasant  and 
profitable.  Ohio  has  treated  her  benevolent  institutions  with  an 
intelligent  liberality  worthy  of  all  commendation.  The  atmos- 
phere pervading  these  institutions  reminds  one  forcibly  of  the 
Latin  maxim.  Vita  sine  Uteris  mors  est. 

CONGRESS  AT  VIENNA. 
The  first  Congress  of  Instructors  of  the  Blind,  held  in  Vienna 
in  August,  1873,  was  a  notable  event.  The  necessity  for  some 
meeting  of  educators  of  the  blind  throughout  the  world  has  long 
been  felt.  The  meeting  was  attended  by  delegates  from  Europe, 
America,  Asia  and  Africa,  among  whom  were  some  of  the  first 
living  educators  of  the  world.  It  could  not  be  expected  that  so 
many  men,  coming  from  so  many  nations  and  speaking  so  many 
different  languages,  could  be  harmonized  in  five  days  of  con- 
sultation and  discussion,  but  it  was  a  good  beginning.  The  next 
meeting  wiU  be  held  in  Dresden,  in  1876. 

CATALOGUE  OF  PUPIIA  1S7;3- 

yhmet.  Past  O^tA. 

Mary  .Jane  Brown  Parker  

SuLsanna  Brock  Borlingame  

James  A.  Cameron   Rockville  , 

Maria  Jane  Cowan  Independence  

Matthew  Cowlev  Eldorado   

Jesse  Herron  Dawson  Independence  

Helen  Emmert  Fort  Scott  

Emma  C.  Ellison  Wyandotte.... 

Francis  Lambert  Friend  Paola  

Jolia  M.  Gilliand  Wyandotte  

Reuben  Harris  Wyandotte  

Walter  K.  Hubbert  Leavenworth  

Louis  C.  Jackson  Wamego  

John  W.  Janes  Olathe  

Harrietta  Long  Clay  Center  

Martha  A.  Losk  Centerville  

Charles  W.  Masterson  Oak  Mills  


„  Montgomery. 
...Osage. 
..Miami. 
..Montgomery. 
..Bntler. 
..Montgomery. 
...Bonrbon. 
.  Wyandotte. 
..Miami. 
..Wyandotte. 
..Wyandotte. 
..Leavenworth. 
..Pottawatomie. 
.  .Johnson. 
...Clay. 
..Linn. 
..Atchiaofn. 
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Charles  F.  Messingale  Wyandotte  Wyandotte. 

Samuel  S.  Moore  Cottonwood  Falls  Cluuse. 

Ellen  E.  Moore  Leavenworth  Leavenworth. 

G.  W.  A.  Morgan  Eureka  Greenwood. 

Martha  A.  Neill  Baxter  Springs  Cherokee. 

Lillian  V.  Overton  Kanwaka  Douglas. 

Kate  E.  Parker  Barnesville  Osage. 

William  A.  Plowman  Leavenworth  Leavenworth. 

Charles  Reach  Wyandotte  Wyandotte. 

John  Harrison  Reynolds  James'  Crossing  Jackson. 

Elizabeth  Scribner  Barnesville  Osage. 

Joseph  A.  Secrest  Glen  Elder  Mitchell. 

Martha  R.  Smith  Lawrence  Douglas. 

Isabell  Stilwell  Eureka  Greenwood. 

DeWitt  C.Stevens  Eureka  Greenwood. 

Frank  W.  Syler  Topeka  Shawnee. 

Asa  J.  Toles  Arkansas  City  Cowley. 

Mary  R.  Waymire  Mound  City  Linn. 

Ezra  Willis  ,  Eureka  ..Greenwood. 

Freddie  Willard  Concordia  Cloud. 

Martha  Anna  Young  Paola  Miami. 

Mary  E.  Young  Paola  Miami. 

Alice  J.  Young  Paola  Miami. 

HINTS  TO  PARENTS. 
The  Institution  receives  pupils  from  nine  to  twenty-one  years 
of  age.  The  education  of  blind  children  should  begin  at  home. 
They  can  learn  to  dress  themselves  and  perform  their  toilet, 
which  is  essential  before  coming  to  the  Institution.  They  can 
learn  to  count,  add,  subtract,  multiply  and  divide.  They  can 
learn  to  repeat  the  multiplication  table,  to  spell  common  words 
of  one  or  two  syllables,  to  define  the  meaning  of  words,  to  read 
letters  in  raised  print,  to  give  facts  in  geography,  to  repeat  hymns 
and  passages  of  Scripture,  and  to  sing  tunes  or  play  on  some  sim- 
ple instrument.  Blind  children  can  be  taught  everything  except 
reading  in  public  schools.  Children  should  not  be  neglected  or 
petted  because  they  are  blind.  Parents  exercise  true  love  for 
their  children  when  they  seek  their  highest  good,  even  if  they 
cross  the  lines  of  their  natural  dispositions.  Morbid  sympathy 
lets  the  evil  nature  of  the  child  develop  into  a  selfish  life ;  true 
love  develops  the  better  nature  of  the  child  into  the  purer  and 
higher  life. 

Children  of  imbecile  or  unsound  mind,  of  fixed  immoral  char- 
acter, or  of  confirmed  ill-health,  are  not  admitted  to  the  Institu- 


16  Institution  for  the  Blind. 


tion.  The  Institution  is  free,  with  the  exception  of  clothing, 
traveling  and  incidental  expenses,  to  all  blind  children  of  legal 
age  in  the  State  of  Kansas.  All  regular  pupils  are  required  to 
be  in  attendance  at  the  Institution,  at  the  beginning  of  each  ses- 
sion, and  to  remain  until  the  close  of  the  same,  unless  prevented 
by  sickness,  or  some  other  exigency,  for  which  a  sufficient  excuse 
must  be  rendered.  Students  should  be  supplied  with  comforta- 
ble clothing  for  summer  and  winter  wear  in  sufficient  quantities 
for  necessary  changes  for  washing  and  repairs.  Every  article 
should  be  distinctly  marked  with  the  owner's  name,  to  prevent 
loss  or  confusion. 

All  pupils  must  be  removed  from  the  Institution  during  the 
summer  vacation,  as  there  is  no  appropriation  for  their  support 
during  that  time.  All  letters  should  be  addressed  to  the  care  of 
the  Institution,  to  insure  prompt  delivery.  Persons  desirous  of 
securing  an  admission  to  the  Institution  should  apply  to  the  Su- 
perintendent for  printed  instructions. 

ESTIMATES  FOR  THE  CURRENT  YEAR. 
The  amounts  necessary  for  the  support  of  the  Institution 


during  the  next  fiscal  year  will  be  as  follows : 

For  provisions  and  lights  $4,000  00 

For  teachers   1,420  00 

For  employes   1,120  00 

For  superintendent   800  00 

For  matron   400  00 

For  furniture  and  bedding   300  00 

For  fuel   500  00 

For  medicines  and  medical  attendance   300  00 

For  books,  paper  and  postage   400  00 

For  painting  and  repairs   300  00 

For  pupils'  clothing   150  00 

^  $9,690  00 

INDUSTRIAL  DEPARTMENT. 

Dr. 

To  amount  on  hand  November  30,  1873  $130  85 

To  amount  paid  for  materials  (broom)   355  81 

To  amount  paid  for  brush  materials   11  40 


$498  06 
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Or. 

By  brooms  sold  1342  87^ 

By  brooms  on  hand   23  37.^ 

By  broom  material  on  hand   168  28 

By  broom  machinery  and  tools   51  93 

By  brushes  on  hand   6  34 

By  brush  material  on  hand   3  90 

By  brush  machinery  and  tools   30  23 

By  tools  sold   1  00 


1627  93 
498  06 

Balance  in  favor  of  Department  $129  87 


ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 

We  are  indebted  to  the  Superiutendeats  of  the  following  rail- 
roads for  many  courtesies:  Kansas  Pacific  Railway,  Missouri 
River,  Fort  Scott  and  Gulf,  Leavenworth,  Lawrence  and  Galves- 
ton, Atchison,  Topeka  and  Santa  Fe,  Hannibal  and  St.  Joseph, 
Chicago,  Burlington  and  Quincy,  Pittsburgh,  Cincinnati  and  St. 
Louis,  Cleveland,  Columbus,  Cincinnati  and  Indianapolis,  and 
St.  Louis,  Kansas  City  and  Northern. 

We  are  also  indebted  to  the  publishers  of  the  following  news- 
papers: Daily  Commonwealth,  Topeka;  Daily  Journal,  Lawrence; 
Topeka  Record;  Leavenworth  Times;  Wyandotte  Gazette  and 
Wyandotte  Herald.  Publishers  of  journals  will  confer  a  favor 
on  the  blind  by  sending  copies  of  their  publications  to  the  Insti- 
tution. 

We  have  also  received  donations  of  books  from  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution;  the  American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind, 
at  Louisville,  Kentucky;  and  from  W.  Moon,  of  Brighton,  Eng- 
land. 

In  submitting  the  foregoing  Report,  I  wish  to  express  the 
deepest  gratitude  of  heart  for  the  constant  protection  and  guid- 
ance of  the  Giver  of  all  good,  to  whose  care  I  would  commit  all 
the  sacred  interests  of  this  Institution. 

JOHN  D.  PARKER,  Superintendent 
Wyandotte,  November  30,  1874. 
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PHYSICIAX^S  REPORT. 


To  the  Board  of  Trustees  Kansas  Institution  for  the  Blind: 

Gextlemex:  In  accordance  with  regulation,  as  physician  to 
the  Institution,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report: 

During  the  year  just  past,  whatever  sickness  that  has  occurred 
in  the  Institution  has  generally  been  of  a  mild  character,  with 
perhaps  a  few  exceptional  cases.  At  present  the  sanitary  con- 
dition is  all  that  could  be  desired.  To  the  careful  management 
and  services  of  the  Superintendent  and  Matron,  in  attention  to 
the  sanitary  regulations,  may  without  doubt  be  ascribed  our  free- 
dom from  all  such  disorders  as  are  avoidable. 

Eespectfully  submitted.  FRED.  SPECK,  M.  D. 

Wyandotte,  Kas.,  Xovember  10,  1874. 
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TOPEKA,  KANSAS: 
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BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES. 


TO  SERVE  THREE  YEARS  FROM  1873: 

W.  B.  SLOSSON,  Sabetha.  WELCOME  WELLS,  Manhattan. 

TO  SERVE  TWO  YEARS  FROM  1873: 
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Secretary,     ....      WM.  B.  SLOSSON. 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  INSTITUTION. 


SUPERINTENDENT, 

GEO.  H.  MILLER. 

MATRON, 

Mrs.  JULIA  A.  MILLER. 

TEACHERS, 

Miss  MAY  MILLER,  Miss  C.  C.  LILLY. 

MUSIC  TEACHER, 

Miss  ESTELLE  NELSON. 

MASTER  OF  HANDICRAFT, 

L.  D.  TAYLOR. 

PHYSICIAN, 

Dr.  FRED.  SPECK. 


TRUSTEES'  EEPOET. 


To  his  Excellency,  Thomas  A.  Osborn,  Governor  of  Kansas  : 

The  Trustees  of  the  Kansas  lastitution  for  the  Blind  present 
the  following  as  their  eighth  annual  report: 

We  are  gratified  to  be  able  to  report  continued  prosperity  in 
the  workings  of  the  Institution;  both  in  its  literary  character 
and  more  especially  in  the  Industrial  Department,  where  the 
students  are  being  furnished  with  an  avocation  or  trade  which 
will  gurantee  an  independent  support  in  after-life. 

During  the  year  a  change  of  Superintendents  has  been  made  in 
the  Institution.  The  resignation  of  Supt.  J.  D.  Parker  having 
been  tendered  to  the  Board  of  Trustees,  was  accepted  on  the 
10th  of  June,  1875,  and  the  Hon.  Geo.  H.  Miller  elected  as 
Superintendent,  and  Mrs.  Julia  A.  Miller  as  Matron. 

We  are  pleased  to  report  that  under  the  new  management 
the  Board  have  been  enabled  to  carry  out  the  original  plan  of 
making  more  efficient  the  working  of  the  Industrial  Department 
of  the  Institution;  thus  securing  to  each  pupil,  not  only  a  good 
common-school  education,  but  also  a  trade  or  avocation,  which 
gives  him  independence  instead  of  that  dependence  which 
usually  afflicts  the  blind.  In  our  estimation,  no  greater  legacy 
can  be  left  them  by  the  State  than  the  means  of  self-support, 
and  to  this  end  we  are  particularly  shaping  the  workings  of  this 
institution. 

We  have  been  enabled  during  the  past  year,  by  having  all 
the  purchases  for  the  institution  made  at  wholesale  rates,  and 
by  practicing  the  strictest  economy,  to  make  the  appropriations 
of  the  Legislature  for  the  year  meet  the  current  expenses  with- 
out incurring  indebtedness;  although  the  number  of  pupils 
has  largely  increased  during  the  last  term,  with  no  correspond- 
ing appropriations  for  expenses.  Although  the  number  of 
pupils  has  increased  during  the  present  term  about  forty  per 
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cent.,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  estimate  made  of  the  amount 
needed  ($10,240)  in  the  Institution  for  the  coming  fiscal  year, 
is  a  far  less  per  cent,  of  expense  estimated,  and  a  smaller  sum 
per  capita,  than  heretofore  expended;  and  less  than*  reports 
show  granted  in  other  States  to  institutions  of  like  character. 

Number  of  pupils  in  actual  attendance  at  the  Institution  dur- 
ing 1874,  was  twenty-eight  (28).  The  schedule  published  by  the 
Superintendent  in  1874  included  all  who  had  been  in  attendance 
during  1873  and  1874,  and  applications  for  admittance  then  on 
file. 

Number  of  pupils  now  in  actual  attendance,  thirty-nine  (39). 
Number  of  applications  for  admission  now  on  file,  four  (4). 
Total  number  of  those  in  attendance  and  those  who  have  applied 
for  admission,  forty-three  (43). 

The  estimate  for  the  appropriations  for  the  year  1876,  of 
$10,240,  appearing  in  the  accompanying  report  of  the  Super- 
intendent of  this  Institution,  has  been  carefully  prepared,  and  is, 
we  believe,  the  least  amount  that  will  be  needed  for  current  ex- 
penses to  accommodate  the  growing  needs  of  the  Institution;  and 
we  would  suggest  to  your  Excellency,  that  if  the  amount  appro- 
priated foi*  current  expenses  for  the  fiscal  year  was  made  in  bulk, 
instead  of  in  several  separate  funds,  it  could  be  more  economically 
expended  by  the  Board,  as  some  funds  are  expended  before  the 
year  closes,  while  others  may  not  be  all  expended  during  the 
year. 

The  State  buildings  located  here  are  capable  of  accommodating 
forty  pupils,  and  as  will  be  seen  by  estimates  made  in  this  report, 
more  than  this  number  of  pupils  are  now  inmates  of  this  In- 
stitution, or  have  made  application  for  admission ;  and  it  will 
be  seen  at  once  that  to  accommodate  the  growing  demands  of  the 
State,  more  room  is  imperatively  required.  In  this  connection, 
we  would  state  that  we  have  ascertained  the  fact  that  only  a 
lease,  instead  of  a  title  in  fee  simple,  to  the  ten  (10)  acres  of 
ground  on  which  the  Institution  is  located,  was  obtained  by  the 
locating  committee  appointed  by  the  Legislature  in  1867.  We 
have  obtained  assurances  from  the  City  Council  of  Wyandotte, 
that  if  the  appropriation  of  $12,000  for  a  wing  to  the  Institution, 
so  much  needed  for  the  future  use  of  the  blind  of  the  State,  is 
made  this  coming  winter,  a  deed  in  fee  simple  will  be  at  once 
made  to  the  State  for  the  whole  property,  now  amounting  to  over 
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$25,000.  With  these  circumstances,  and  from  the  fact  that  the 
building  is  now  much  needed,  and  as  a  matter  of  economy  to  the 
State  in  securing  such  title,  we  believe  such  an  appropriation 
should  be  made  this  winter  by  the  Legislature.  We  would  sug- 
gest, that  if  such  an  appropriation  be  made,  that  it  be  made 
conditional  that  such  title  be  procured  before  any  of  said  appro- 
priations be  used  for  the  purpose. 

We  would  also  suggest  that  the  present  building  is  in  need  of 
repairs,  and  we  would  think  it  wise  that  the  Legislature  make  an 
appropriation  of  $150  for  that  purpose. 

For  a  further  insight  into  the  workings  of  the  Institution,  we 
would  refer  your  Excellency  to  the  report  of  the  efficient  Super- 
intendent of  the  Institution ;  also  of  the  Treasurer  and  attending 
Physician,  showing  in  detail  the  receipts  and  expenditures  during 
the  year  just  closed.    All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

WELCOME  WELLS,  President. 

W.  B.  SLOSSON,  Secretary, 

R.  W.  WRIGHT. 

DAVID  GORDON. 

F.  SPECK. 

W.  H.  PILKENTON. 
Wyandotte,  Kansas,  November  11,  1875. 


TREASUEEK'S  REPORT. 


RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES. 
The  following  statement  exhibits  the  receipts  and  expenditures 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  November  30,  1875: 


RECEIPTS. 

1875.   Mar.  12  — Received  by  F.  Speck  from  State  Treasurer   $3,  090  08 

June  12  —  Received  by  F.  Speck  from  State  Treasurer   2. 156  50 

Sept.  10  — Received  by  F.  Speck  from  State  Treasurer   1,175  11 

Nov.  15— Received  by  F.  Speck  from  State  Treasurer   2,566  05 

To  balance   80 


88, 988  54 

EXPENDITrRES. 

1875.   Mar.  12  — Disbursed  by  F.  Speck   $3,090  08 

June  12  — Disbursed  by  F.  Speck   2,157  30 

Sept.  10  — Disbursed  by  F.  Speck   1,175  11 

Nov.  15  — Disbursed  by  F.  Speck   2,566  05 


$8,988  54 


Respectfully  submitted. 

FRED.  SPECK,  Treamre^\ 


SUPERINTENDENT'S  REPORT. 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Kansas  State  Institution 
for  the  Blind: 

Gentlemen  :  In  presenting  you  the  Eighth  Annual  Report 
of  this  Institution,  it  will  be  necessary  to  state,  on  account  of  the 
chaotic  condition  in  which  I  found  the  affairs  of  my  predecessor 
in  this  office  when  I  entered  upon  the  duties  of  Superintendent, 
that  it  embraces  only  the  portion  of  the  fiscal  year  from  June  10th 
to  November  30th. 

CHANGES. 

At  the  close  of  the  last  term  it  became  necessary  to  make  the 
following  changes  for  the  ensuing  year :  On  account  of  ill-health. 
Miss  Eva  Miller  resigned  her  position  as  literary  teacher.  Miss 
C.  C.  Lilly,  a  graduate  of  the  Leavenworth  Normal  School,  of 
fine  promise,  has  been  elected  to  fill  her  place,  and  already  gives 
very  flattering  evidence  of  success.  Miss  May  Miller,  who  has 
been  a  teacher  in  this  Institution  for  three  years,  was  made  Prin- 
cipal of  the  Literary  Department.  She  manifests  great  interest 
in  her  work,  and  the  proficiency  of  the  pupils  under  her  charge 
proves  her  to  be  the  right  person  in  the  right  place.  Miss  Estelle 
Nelson  was  re-elected  to  take  charge  of  the  Musical  Department 
until  January  1,  1876,  and  under  her  instruction  the  pupils  are 
making  rapid  progress.  Mr.  L.  D.  Taylor  was  elected  Master  of 
Handicraft,  in  place  of  Mr.  Geo.  C.  Guthrie,  the  former  incum- 
bent. The  department  under  his  skillful  management  has  been 
transformed  into  a  reality.  The  Mechanical  Department,  instead 
of  turning  out  some  eight  dozen  brooms  per  month,  is  now  making 
about  forty  dozen  per  month,  and  bids  fair  to  be  a  source  of 
revenue.  If  funds  were  furnished  us  to  replace  the  four  elbow 
machines  with  foot  ones,  embracing  the  modern  improvements, 
we  could  increase  the  number  of  brooms  manufactured  nearly  or 
quite  one-third.    It  was  a  great  mistake  to  purchase  elbow  ma- 
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chines,  for  by  the  use  of  them  the  pupils  are  laboring  under  great 
disadvantages.  All  their  work  must  be  done  bv  the  sense  of 
feeling,  and  this  style  of  machine,  to  a  great  extent,  impedes  the 
free  use  of  one  hand ;  whereas,  if  they  had  those  operated  by  the 
foot,  they  could  have  the  entire  use  of  both. 

STUDIES  PURSUED. 
Pupils  received  instruction  during  the  year  1875  in  the  follow- 
ing branches:  Reading  in  New  York  Point  and  Boston  Type, 
Writing  in  Xew  York  Point,  Writing  with  Grooved  Cards, 
Spelling,  Geography,  Grammar,  Arithmetic,  Algebra,  United 
States  History,  Modern  History,  Ancient  History,  Botany, 
Rhetoric,  Natural  Philosophy,  and  Vocal  and  Instrumental 
Music. 

The  boys  are  taught  broom-making.  At  present  we  are  not 
making  brushes,  as  the  material  from  which  brushes  have  been 
manufactured  heretofore  is  of  such  an  inferior  quality  that  it  is 
impossible  for  us  to  compete  with  other  manufacturers.  As  soon 
as  we  can  secure  material  from  which  to  make  first-class  brushes, 
we  shall  resume  this  branch  of  industry.  The  girls  receive  in- 
struction in  knitting,  plain  se^ving,  bead  and  fancy  work,  and 
make  daily  progress  in  each  of  the  above  branches. 

NUMBER  OF  PUPILS  IN  ATTENDANCE. 
The  number  of  pupils  in  attendance  exceeds  that  of  any  former 
year  by  forty  per  cent.,  and  still  the  demands  for  admission  are 
constantly  increasing.  But  owing  to  the  limited  capacity  of  the 
building,  we  cannot  accommodate  more  than  forty  pupils ;  and 
even  for  this  number,  every  available  foot  of  space  is  fully  occu- 
pied. To  accommodate  the  large  number  now  seeking  admission, 
it  will  be  necessary  to  increase  our  school-room  accommodations. 
Our  necessities  can  be  met  only  by  an  appropriation  sufficient  to 
enable  us  to  build  an  addition  of  fifty  by  seventy  feet  on  the  north 
side  of  the  main  building,  giving  us  a  school  room  twenty-five  by 
forty,  and  an  assembly  room  fifty  by  fifty  feet.  The  latter  is 
almost  indispensable,  as  we  have  no  room  sufficiently  large  in 
which  to  assemble  the  pupils,  either  for  chapel  or  other  exercises. 
In  addition  to  this,  the  upper  story  can  be  arranged  into  sleeping 
apartments  for  the  boys,  thus  enabling  us  to  use  the  entire  shop 
building  for  industrial  purposes. 
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CATALOGUE  OF  PUPILS. 


NAMES. 


Maria  J.  Cowan  

Jesse  H.  Dawson    

Helen  Emmert  

Francis  L.  Friend  

Martha  A.  Young  

Mary  E.  Young  

Julia  M.  Gilliand  

Walter  K.  Hubbard  

William  A.  Plowman  

Ellen  E.  Moore  

Charles  Masterson  

Louis  C.  Jackson  

John  W.  Janes  

Martha  A.  Lusk  

Mary  R.  Wayraire  

Charles  Reach  

Charles  F.  Messingale  

Samuel  S.  Moore  

Martha  A.  Neil!  

Kate  E.  Parker  

John  H.  Reynolds  

Joseph  A.  Secrest  

Martha  R.  Smith  

Isabel  Stilwell  

Frank  W.  Syler  

Isa  J.  Toles  

Freddie  Willard  

Flora  R.  Myers  

Catherine  M.  Kennedy  

Moutah  E.  Brooks  

Anna  G.  Brooks  

Jane  A.  Justice  

Mary  E.  J.  Worthington.... 

Isaac  N.  Albin  

Annie  M.  E.  Honneymann. 

Hattie  A.  Angell  

Nathan  Reynolds  

Lizzie  M.  Tibbets  

Lucinda  Harris  


POST  OFFICES. 


Independence .... 

Independence   

Fort  Scott  

Paola  

Paola  

Paola  

Wyandotte  

Leavenworth  

Leavenworth  

Leavenworth  

Leavenworth  

Warn  ego  

Olathe   

Centerville  

Mound  City  

Wyandotte  

Wyandotte  

Cottonwood  Falls 
Baxter  Springs... 

Barnsville  , 

James's  Crossing. 

Glen  Elder  

Lawrence  , 

Eureka  , 

Topeka  

Arkansas  City — 

Concordia  

Oskaloosa  , 

Newton   , 

Newton   , 

Newton   , 

Prescott  

Pleasanton  

Fruitland  

Seneca  

Phillipsburg  

Fort  Scott  

Oswego  

Wellington  


COUNTIES. 


Montgomery. 

Montgomery. 

Bourbon. 

Miami. 

Miami. 

Miami. 

Wyandotte. 

Leavenworth. 

Leavenworth. 

Leavenworth. 

Leavenworth. 

Pottawatomie. 

Johnson. 

Linn. 

Linn. 

Wyandotte. 

Wyandotte. 

Chase. 

Cherokee. 

Osage. 

Jackson. 

Mitchell. 

Douglas. 

Greenwood. 

Shawnee. 

Cowley. 

Cloud. 

Jefferson. 

Harvey. 

Harvey. 

Harvey. 

Linn. 

Linn. 

Cherokee. 

Nemaha. 

Phillips. 

Bourbon. 

Labette. 

Sumner. 


APPLICATIONS  ON  FILE. 
The  following  applications  have  been  accepted  and  placed  on 
file,  but  we  are  unable  to  admit  the  pupils,  on  account  of  the 
crowded  condition  of  the  building: 


NAMES. 

POST  OFFICES. 

COUNTIES. 

John  Low  Miller  

Great  Bend  

Barton. 
Crawford. 
Pottawatomie. 
Johnson. 

Olathe  
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EELIGIOUS  INSTRUCTION. 
In  addition  to  the  regular  morning  and  evening  devotional 
exercises,  we  have  arranged  with  one  of  the  resident  pastors  of 
Wyandotte  to  preach  to  us  each  Sabbath  afternoon.  On  account 
of  the  distance  to  be  traveled  in  going  to  and  returning  from 
church,  this  will  be  of  great  convenience  to  the  pupils ;  especially 
in  bad  weather.  The  intention  is  to  afford  the  students  instruc- 
tion in  the  plain,  practical  truths  and  principles  of  Christianity, 
without  attempting  to  give  any  peculiar  bias  to  their  religious 
belief.  At  the  same  time  they  are  allowed  and  expected  to 
attend  the  church  of  their  choice  once  each  Sabbath,  when  their 
own  health  and  the  weather  will  permit. 

THE  BLIND  OF  OUR  STATE. 
The  number  of  blind  of  our  State  is  much  larger  than  is 
usually  supposed.  Even  with  the  limited  means  at  my  com- 
mand, and  the  short  time  I  have  had  to  search  out  these  afflicted 
people,  I  am  convinced  there  are  a  great  many  who  would  be 
glad  to  avail  themselves  of  the  advantages  of  the  Institution, 
if  the  proper  inducements  were  held  out  to  them.  Some  of 
these  are  adults  suddenly  smitten  in  the  vigor  and  prime  of  life ; 
while  others  have  grown  up  without  knowing  the  real  value 
of  eyesight,  having  never  seen  a  ray  of  sunlight.  Many  of  these 
are  very  poor,  for  the  misfortune  itself,  in  some  cases,  brings 
poverty  and  want  upon  them.  Some  are  too  old  to  pursue 
studies  by  the  sense  of  touch ;  the  muscles  of  their  hands  have 
been  so  developed  and  hardened  that  they  can  never  become 
good  musicians;  their  characters  cannot  be  re-formed,  nor  their 
minds  re-modeled,  but  they  can  be  taught  to  work,  so  that  in- 
stead of  leading  a  life  of  dependence  and  beggary,  they  will  be 
able  to  earn  an  honest  livelihood.  Would  it  not  be  well  to  ask 
the  Legislature  to  enact  a  law  calling  upon  the  several  County 
Superintendents  to  report  all  cases,  whether  totally  or  partially 
blind,  to  the  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  in  order 
that  we  may  know  the  exact  number  of  such  within  the  State ; 
and  that  proper  steps  be  taken  to  render  them  such  assistance 
as  may  be  within  our  power? 

GARDEN  AND  ORCHARD. 
Our  supply  of  early  vegetables  and  fruits  was  entirely  cut  off 
by  the  millions  of  locusts  which  devastated  the  eastern  counties 
of  the  State.    They  destroyed  a  large  share  of  our  small  fruits 
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and  vines,  making  it  necessary  for  us  to  replant  currants,  goose- 
berries, raspberries  and  strawberries.  Tliis  loss  will  be  largely 
felt  by  us,  as  some  time  must  elapse  before  they  will  furnish  the 
supply  so  much  needed.  Notwithstanding  the  lateness  of  the 
planting  season,  we  have  been  able  to  grow  the  following  amounts 
of  vegetables:  One  hundred  and  eighty-eight  bushels  of  fine  pota- 
toes, seventy-five  bushels  of  turnips,  five  bushels  of  beans,  five 
bushels  of  tomatoes,  fifteen  bushels  sweet  potatoes,  fifteen  bushels 
of  Swedish  turnips,  besides  a  sufficient  supply  of  squashes,  cab- 
bages, peas,  etc.  In  addition  to  this,  we  have  put  up,  from  our 
own  vines,  ninety-five  gallons  of  fine  cucumber  pickles.  The* 
above  enumerated  articles  will  help  largely  in  furnishing  our 
table  during  the  coming  winter. 

OUR  RAILROADS. 

Our  thanks  are  due  to  the  generous  Superintendents  of  the 
following-named  railroads,  for  free  passes  furnished  the  pupils  in 
attendance  during  the  present  term ;  for  without  this  timely  aid 
some  would  have  been  unable  to  return  to  the  Institution:  The 
Kansas  Pacific,  Missouri  River,  Fort  Scott  and  Gulf,  Leaven- 
worth, Lawrence  and  Galveston,  and  Atchison,  Topeka  and 
Santa  Fe. 

We  are  also  indebted  to  the  publishers  of  the  following  news- 
papers :  Leavenworth  Daily  Commercial,  Topeka  Daily  Common- 
wealth, Leavenworth  Times,  Wyandotte  Gazette  and  Wyandotte 
Herald. 

ESTIMATES  FOR  THE  CURRENT  YEAR. 

The  amounts  for  the  support  of  the  Institution  during  the  next 
fiscal  year  will  be  as  follows: 


For  provisions  and  medical  attendance   $4,  200  00 

For  Superintendent   800  00 

For  Matron   400  00 

For  teachers   1,650  00 

For  employes   1,290  00 

For  furniture  and  bedding   400  00 

For  fuel  and  lights   500  00 

For  pupils'  clothing   125  00 

For  school  furniture   75  00 

For  books  and  papers   450  00 

For  painting  and  repairs   250  00 

For  insurance   100  00 

Total   $10,240  00 
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KECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITUEES  OF  THE  INDUSTKIAL 
DEPAETMENT  SINCE  JUNE  10,  1875. 


CR. 

By  brooms  sold  since  June  10th,  1875   $279  26 

Stock  on  hand   85  00 

Forty-five  dozen  brooms  on  hand   112  50 

Cash  on  hand   174  89 

Bills  receivable   72  00 

  $723  65 

DR. 

To  material  on  hand  June  10th,  1875   $60  00 

Cash  on  hand  June  10th,  1875   36  94 

Bills  receivable  on  June  10th,  1875   133  92 

Paid  for  labor  and  material  since  June  10th,  1875   296  79  $527  65 


$196  00 

Leaving  a  balance  in  favor  of  the  Department,  since  June  10, 
1875,  of  $196. 

KEPAIRS. 

I  have,  so  far  as  the  unexpended  amount  of  appropriation 
made  by  the  last  Legislature  for  painting  and  repairs  would 
admit,  made  some  much-needed  alterations,  consisting  of  balus- 
trades to  the  porches,  to  prevent  accidents  that  were  liable  to 
occur  to  the  blind;  also,  the  painting  and  calcimining  of  the 
halls,  music  and  school  rooms,  which  make  them  much  more 
pleasant  and  healthful.  In  addition  to  this,  I  have  arranged  for 
heating  the  sleeping  apartments  for  the  boys,  so  the  little  ones 
may  not  be  obliged  to  dress  in  a  cold  room.  All  of  this  has  been 
accomplished  with  but  small  expense  to  the  State,  as  I  was  able 
to  do  it  nearly  all  myself  during  vacation,  besides  finding  ample 
time  to  remodel  the  heating  apparatus  throughout. 

THE  HEATING  APPARATUS. 
I  found  the  house  badly  arranged  for  heating  and  ventilating. 
The  former  I  have  remedied  to  a  great  extent,  by  taking  down 
the  furnace  and  resetting  it,  placing  it  some  two  feet  lower,  in  a 
pit  prepared  for  the  purpose.  By  this  I  am  enabled  to  lead  the 
heating  pipes  directly  from  the  top  of  the  furnace  to  the  floor- 
registers,  placed  as  close  as  possible  to  the  heater.  Thus  the 
heated  air  is  conveyed  directly  to  the  several  rooms  and  corridors 
without  such  an  enormous  waste  of  heat  by  radiation  and  fric- 
tion, as  was  the  case  heretofore.  This  arrangement  gives  a  nicely- 
heated  house  at  all  times,  with  a  saving  of  fully  thirty  per  cent, 
of  fuel.  The  ventilation  it  will  be  impossible  to  remedy  without 
the  aid  of  a  heated  shaft.  The  ventilation  of  a  building  is  ordi- 
narily accepted  to  be  the  removal  of  the  foul  air  from  within. 
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and  its  replenishment  by  pure  air  from  without.  We  must  how- 
ever not  only  effect  a  change  of  air,  but,  in  our  climate,  and  par- 
ticularly in  the  winter,  the  requisite  temperature  must  be  imparted 
to  it,  and  it  must  be  moved  through  the  building  in  such  a  manner 
that  counter-currents,  as  far  as  possible,  may  be  avoided.  There 
is  no  possible  way  of  securing  this  movement  of  air  requisite  to 
a  perfect  ventilation,  except  by  the  use  of  a  heated  shaft.  The 
currents  of  air,  when  the  room  to  be  heated  is  closed,  move  verti- 
cally instead  of  laterally ;  so  that  the  fresh  pure  air  from  without, 
coming  through  the  furnace  properly  heated,  ascends  directly  to 
the  ceiling  the  moment  it  enters  the  room,  leaving  cooler  and 
impure  air  upon  the  floor.  Therefore,  if  the  windows  be  lowered 
from  the  top  for  ventilation,  the  pure  air  which  we  ought  to 
breathe  passes  out,  leaving  poisonous,  vitiated  air  for  us  to 
breathe  and  rebreathe. 

By  a  small  expenditure  of  money  for  the  above-mentioned 
shaft,  we  could  have  as  pure  air  to  breathe  in  winter,  with  our 
building  closed,  as  we  have  in  midsummer  with  all  the  windows 
thrown  open  to  admit  the  bright  rays  of  sunlight,  and  the  fresh 
breezes  that  come  from  the  broad  prairies  and  fruitful  fields  laden 
with  the  sweet  perfume  of  vegetation.  If  we  expect  our  pupils 
to  have  good  health  while  attending  the  Institution,  and  secure 
a  sound  physical  and  mental  development,  we  must  give  them 
pure  air  to  breathe.  If  we  do  not,  we  must  not  be  surprised  if 
they  do  not  make  that  rapid  advancement  that  they  would  if 
they  were  provided  with  good,  well-ventilated  school  and  sleeping 
rooms. 

A  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  BLIND  SHOULD  BE  A  MODEL  HOME, 
COMBINING  UTILITY  AND  BEAUTY. 

The  object  should  be  the  unique  development  of  all  the  faculties 
and  powers,  physical,  mental  and  moral,  and  the  qualification  of 
the  student  for  the  real  duties  and  the  legitimate  enjoyments  of 
life.  The  recitation  room  is  needed  for  the  impartation  of  in- 
struction, the  workshop  for  practical  training,  and  the  garden 
and  orchard  to  furnish  necessaries  and  luxuries  for  the  table. 
There  should  also  be  graveled  walks,  suited  to  pleasant  and 
healthful  exercise,  and  a  gymnasium  adapted  to  the  wants  of  the 
students.  Nor  are  the  demands  for  esthetical  culture  less  im- 
perative than  these.  It  should  not  be  neglected.  Deprived  of 
the  sense  of  sight,  the  other  senses  become  more  active  and  acute. 
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They  are  easily  reached  and  developed.  All  the  finer  sensibilities 
may  be  awakened,  if  proper  means  be  employed.  The  blind  are 
by  no  means  insensible  to  Nature's  charms  and  Art's  attractions. 
Let  there  be  level  lawns,  emerald  groves,  refreshing  fountains, 
terraced  mounds,  and  odorous  flowers  of  varied  hue.  Let  these 
all  be  made  vocal,  not  only  with  happy  human  voices,  but  also 
with  the  hum  of  the  bee  and  the  song  of  the  bird.  The  hours  of 
recreation  may  be  passed  amid  these  charming  surroundings. 
The  wearying  routine  of  daily  tasks  is  scarcely  remembered 
under  the  mystic  spell  of  such  benign  influences.  Imbibing  these 
sweet  pleasures  through  all  the  unimpaired  senses,  the  loss  of 
sight  is  well-nigh  forgotten.  The  "love  of  the  beautiful"  is 
evoked,  a  desire  for  the  chaste  and  pure  and  lovely  is  begotten, 
and  the  soul  is  expanded  and  ripened  for  richer  and  higher 
enjoyments  in  the  great  Hereafter. 

INDUSTRIAL  EDUCATION. 
There  are  two  ideas  which  underlie  the  establishment  of  insti- 
tutions for  the  blind,  and  probably  the  more  important  of  the 
two  is,  to  provide  some  means  whereby  this  class  so  afflicted  can 
be  made  intelligent  men  and  women.  The  second  is,  to  teach 
some  suitable  trade,  so  that  when  they  arrive  at  the  age  of  ma- 
jority they  can  make  their  own  living  honestly,  and  become 
independent  members  of  society.  Whatever  might  have  been 
the  original  idea  in  establishing  institutions  for  the  blind,  it  is 
now  a  settled  fact  and  principle  that  the  State  does  not  support 
its  institutions  for  the  benefit  of  the  individuals  that  fill  them, 
but  for  the  State's  benefit.  No  one  will  deny  but  the  benefits  are 
mutual ;  that  you  cannot  benefit  the  individual  without  advantage 
to  the  State.  The  State  is  of  more  importance  than  the  indi- 
vidual, and  in  the  establishment  of  asylums  the  leading  idea  is 
the  State,  and  not  the  individual.  There  are  not  a  few  senti- 
mentalists who  have  visionary  ideas  in  regard  to  our  charitable 
institutions.  They  talk  about  "preparing  the  blind  to  take  part 
in  the  noble  duties  of  life,"  which,  if  it  means  that  the  aim  is  to 
make  preachers,  teachers  and  missionaries  of  them,  and  with  this 
in  view  the  blind  must  be  taught  higher  mathematics,  theology, 
Latin,  Greek,  mythology,  and,  if  possible,  make  them  intellectual 
giants,  the  above  opinion,  which  is  the  most  popular,  we  claim  to 
be  wrong.  It  is  disastrous  alike  to  the  State  and  the  individual. 
It  is  magnanimous  in  thought,  beautiful  in  theory,  but  decidedly 
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impracticable.  The  demand  for  blind  teachers  and  preachers  is 
exceedingly  limited,  and  very  few  have  either  the  ability  or  desire 
to  become  what  might  be  termed  professional.  The  problem  is, 
Can  the  State  better  afford  to  educate  the  blind  than  support 
them  during  life  ?  The  question  arises.  What  do  we  mean  by 
educating  the  blind?  Is  it  to  give  them  a  classical  education, 
and  include  with  it  all  the  higher  English  branches?  Or  is  it  to 
give  them  a  good  common-school  education,  including  a  thorough 
musical  training,  so  that  those  who  have  a  taste  or  desire  for 
music  may  fully  prepare  themselves  as  instructors  in  this  branch, 
and  with  a  view  of  fitting  the  pupils  for  some  special  industry, 
as  their  desire  may  develop  for  such  industries  or  trade,  so  that 
when  they  leave  the  Institution  they  can  earn  for  themselves  an 
honest  living?  It  is  not  the  policy  or  the  business  of  the  State 
to  make  the  blind  professional  men  and  women ;  but  it  is  wisdom 
on  the  part  of  the  State  to  educate  these  pupils  in  such  a  manner 
that  they  will  not  become  dependent  members  of  society.  It  is 
self-evident  that  a  good  common-school  education,  combined  with 
a  good  industrial  education,  is  what  the  blind  need.  Broom  and 
brush  making  are  industries  especially  adapted  to  the  boys.  For 
reasons  already  given,  broom  making  is  to  be  preferred ;  while 
music  and  fancy  work  are  equally  well  adapted  to  the  girls,  and 
can  be  made  to  render  them  independent  when  left  to  their  own 
resources.  It  must  be  remembered  that,  while  we  desire  to  make 
them  broom-makers,  musicians,  etc.,  we  also  desire  to  make  them 
intelligent  ones,  which  can  be  done  by  giving  them  a  good  com- 
mon-school education.  The  blind  are  very  sensitive;  they  do 
not  wish  to  be  called  "unfortunate;"  neither  do  they  like  to  be 
looked  upon  as  dependent,  and  should  be  fitted,  so  far  as  the 
practical  affairs  of  life  are  concerned,  that  they  may  occupy  the 
same  positions  as  the  seeing.  And  for  this  reason  the  industrial 
education  is  the  most  important  part  of  the  education  of  the 
blind. 

We  are  well  provided  with  teachers  who  can  give  them  a  good 
common-school  education,  but  we  need  increased  and  better  facili- 
ties in  the  Industrial  Department.  We  need,  as  we  have  already 
stated,  a  few  machines  which  can  be  so  used  that  the  Mechanical 
Department  can  be  made  self-sustaining  —  that  is,  from  the  profits 
of  the  sale  of  brooms  the  department  can  supply  all  of  the  ma- 
chinery necessary  in  the  future,  and  furnish  each  boy  with  a 
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complete  outfit  of  tools  for  the  maDufacture  of  brooms  and 
brushes  when  he  graduates. 

GEN.  LAEIMER. 

Gen.  William  Larimer's  name  has  been  associated  with  the 
Institution  for  the  Blind  since  its  organization.  He  was  the  first 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  and  a  man  well  fitted  for 
that  position  of  honor  and  trust.  He  possessed  generous  im- 
pulses, a  philanthropic  spirit,  and  a  large  heart  which  beat  in 
sympathy  for  the  afflicted.  In  his  death  the  Institution  has  lost 
a  firm  friend,  the  State  one  of  her  oldest  and  noblest  citizens. 
He  was  appointed  by  Gov.  Crawford,  in  1868,  as  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  Trustees,  and  was  made  President  of  the  Board  at 
its  organization,  in  which  capacity  he  served  until  April,  1872. 
The  Institution  was  a  necessity,  and  was  called  into  being  by  a 
law  of  the  State.  Gen.  William  Larimer  of  Leavenworth,  F.  P. 
Baker  of  Topeka,  and  Dr.  Fred.  Speck  of  Wyandotte,  were 
selected  by  the  Governor  to  execute  the  law.  The  duty  assigned 
them  was  so  well  performed  that  the  wisdom  of  the  Governor  is 
shown  by  the  selection  which  he  made.  The  noble  mind  and 
generous  heart  of  Gen.  Larimer  are  impressed  alike  upon  the 
beautiful  surroundings  of  the  Institution  and  the  pupils  who  are 
receiving  their  education  here.  It  is  a  monument  more  enduring 
than  marble,  a  history  better  than  can  be  written. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  let  me  say  in  closing  this 
report,  that  our  success  during  this  term  is  largely  due  to  your 
untiring  eflbrts  to  make  this  Institution  in  all  its  branches  a  model 
school.  While  I  thank  you  for  the  warm  and  generous  support 
I  have  received  from  each  of  you  in  the  discharge  of  my  official 
duties  as  Superintendent,  I  trust  there  shall  be  in  the  future  as 
in  the  past,  no  contention  "but  that  noble  contention,  or  rather 
emulation,  of  who  can  best  work  or  best  agree." 

Respectfully  submitted. 

GEO.  H.  MILLER,  Superintendent 

Wyandotte,  November  30,  1875. 
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To  the  Board  of  Trustees,  Kansas  Institution  for  the  Blind: 

Gentlemen:  Since  the  last  annual  meeting  there  has  occurred 
DO  sickness  in  the  Institution  of  such  a  character  as  to  require 
any  lengthy  notice.  Many  of  the  pupils,  on  their  return  to 
school  in  the  fall,  were  suffering  from  chills  and  fever;  in  some 
of  whom,  fevers  of  a  more  continued  character  were  developed; 
all,  however,  yielding  kindly  to  treatment.  We  may,  indeed, 
congratulate  ourselves  on  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  Institu- 
tion; and  from  the  improvements  in  heating,  ventilating  and 
draining  of  the  building,  made  by  the  Superintendent,  Mr.  Geo. 
H.  Miller,  it  is  hoped  our  heretofore  exemption  from  avoidable 
diseases  may  be  permanent. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

FRED.  SPECK,  M.  D. 

Wyandotte,  November  30,  1875. 
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To  his  Excellency  Thomas  A.  Osborn,  Governor  of  Kansas: 

The  Trustees  of  the  Charitable  Institutions  of  Kansas  respect- 
fully present  this,  the  Ninth  Annual  Eeport  of  the  Kansas  In- 
stitution for  the  Blind. 

We  are  gratified  to  be  able  to  report  that  this  institution  is 
accomplishing  all  that  its  most  sanguine  friends  have  hoped,  both 
In  Jts  literary  and  industrial  departments.  During  the  year  just 
closed,  while  the  literary  department  of  the  Institution  has  been 
very  successfully  conducted,  as  shown  by  the  marked  advance- 
ment of  the  pupils,  the  success  attained  by  the  management  of  the 
industrial  department  is  marked,  and  we  say  confidently  is  not 
exceeded  by  any  institution  of  like  character  in  the  United 
States.  Broom  and  brush-making  for  the  boys  is  in  vogue  in 
nearly  all  like  institutions  to  a  limited  extent,  but  the  question 
of  providing  a  remunerative  employment  for  the  blind  girls  from 
inexpensive  material  has  been  repeatedly  discussed,  tried,  and 
abandoned,  by  very  many  institutions  for  the  blind  throughout 
the  country.  The  experiment  of  making  straw  hats,  an  article 
always  salable,  and  in  which  nearly  the  whole  cost  is  the  labor, 
was  suggested  by  one  of  the  teachers,  and  at  once  adopted  by  the 
management,  and  already  promises  to  be  a  success,  and  we  hope 
will  solve  the  labor  problem  in  this  direction. 

The  report  of  the  Trustees  made  to  your  Excellency  in  No- 
vember, 1875,  showed  that  the  capacity  of  the  building  for  the 
accommodation  of  blind  pupils  was  forty,  and  as  that  number 
was  already  in  the  Institution,  or  had  made  application  for  ad- 
mission, more  room  was  required,  and  they  asked  for  an  appro- 
priation of  $12,000  for  a  wing  to  the  main  building.  The 
Legislature  declined  to  make  such  appropriation,  but,  recogniz- 
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ing  the  imperative  needs  of  a  laundry  and  bath  rooms,  made  an 
appropriation  of  $1,500  for  that  purpose. 

The  Board  of  Trustees  has  by  contract  erected  a  substantial 
building  20x35  feet ;  the  first  story  of  stone,  the  other  two  stories 
of  brick,  with  a  tin  roof ;  providing  a  laundry  and  bakery  in  the 
first  story,  two  bath  rooms,  with  water  supply  in  the  second  story, 
and  in  addition  have  a  school  room,  18x18  feet,  in  the  second  story, 
which  is  now  occupied,  and  the  whole  of  the  third  story  is  left  for 
sleeping  apartments  for  the  boys,  which  will  add  to  the  capacity 
of  the  Institution  accommodations  for  at  least  twenty -five  more  pu- 
pils. This  also  gives  the  much-needed  room  in  the  workshop,  by 
removing  the  laundry  to  the  new  building,  so  that  there  will  be 
no  necessity  for  further  appropriation  for  buildings  for  several 
years  to  come. 

This  building  has  been  completed,  including  necessary  plumb- 
ing, with  the  $1,500  appropriation  made  by  the  Legislature,  and 
$185.50  transferred  from  the  Industrial  Department  of  a  surplus 
or  profit  accruing  to  this  department  on  broom-making  during 
the  year. 

In  the  broom  factories  the  boys  are  making  rapid  progress,  and 
acquiring  a  thorough  knowledge  of  this  trade,  making  an  article 
that  takes  the  preference  in  the  market,  and  show  in  numbers 
500  dozen  brooms  made  this  year  against  72  dozen  made  in  any 
one  year  before  Superintendent  Miller  took  charge  of  the 
Institution. 

The  Board  of  Trustees  last  year  estimated  $10,240  as  the 
amount  needed  for  current  expense  for  the  year,  but  the  Legis- 
lature reduced  the  amount  appropriated  to  $9,100,  which  re- 
quired the  closing  of  the  school  two  weeks  earlier  in  June,  in 
order  not  to  exceed  the  appropriation.  The  estimates  given  in 
the  Superintendent's  report  are  made  with  much  care,  and  with 
the  view  of  continuing  the  present  plan,  adopted  by  the  Board, 
of  having  all  purchases  made  at  the  lowest  cash  wholesale  rates, 
which  we  have  done  during  the  last  half  of  this  year,  and  the 
amounts  are,  in  our  judgment,  the  smallest  sums  that  will  pay 
the  current  expenses  of  the  Institution  for  the  next  two  years. 

Total  estimates  for  1877  $10,135  00 

Total  estimates  for  1878   10,385  00 

The  following  table  will  show  at  a  glance  the  comparison  of 
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cost  of  this  with  similar  institutes ;  also,  the  comparison  of  the 
cost  per  capita,  and  reduction  for  four  years,  in  this  institution. 
The  number  of  pupils  given  is  the  average  for  the  year: 

No.  pupils.    Cost  per  capita. 


Virginia  Institution                                                 113  $364  79 

Georgia  Institution                                                    50  318  30 

CaUfornia  Institution                                               114  312  48 

Indiana  Institution                                                  113  338  36 

New  York  State  Institution                                       190  250  47 

New  York  City  Institution                                        183  443  87 

Wisconsin  Institution                                                   84  230  80 

Kansas  Institution,  for  1873                                        24  431  36 

Kansas  Institution,  for  1874                                        26  341  55 

Kansas  Institution,  for  1875                                        31  302  66 

Kansas  Institution,  for  1876                                        42  216  66 


One  of  the  pianos  of  the  Institution  has  so  far  collapsed,  by 
age  and  use,  that  a  new  one  to  take  its  place  is  one  of  the  needs 
which  should  be  supplied.  The  offer  submitted  to  Superintendent 
Miller  by  the  agent  of  the  Stein  way  Piano  Company  is  a  good 
one,  if  it  is  deemed  best  to  purchase  as  expensive  one  as  sug- 
gested. But  if  considered  best  to  purchase  a  less-expensive 
instrument,  a  very  good  one  for  the  present  needs  of  the  Institu- 
tion can  be  purchased  for  $400 ;  and  we  would  recommend  an 
appropriation  sufficient  to  purchase  a  good  instrument  in  the 
amount  appropriated  for  1877. 

For  a  better  insight  into  the  workings,  attainments  and  needs 
of  this  institution,  we  would  refer  your  Excellency  to  the  accom- 
panying report  of  the  efficient  Superintendent  of  this  institution, 
Geo.  H.  Miller,  who,  with  Mrs.  Miller,  the  Matron,  and  the  able 
corps  of  teachers,  have  labored  assiduously  and  successfully  to 
make  this  State  institution  one  of  which  its  citizens  may  feel 
justly  proud.  We  would  also  refer  your  Excellency  to  the 
financial  report  of  the  Treasurer  of  this  Board,  and  the  attend- 
ing physician,  accompanying. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

T.  T.  TAYLOR. 
JOHN  T.  LANTER, 
J.  P.  BAUSERMAN, 
JOHN  H.  SMITH, 
WM.  B.  SLOSSON, 

Board  of  Trustees. 


TREASUKEES'  EEPORTS. 


The  following  statement  exhibits  the  receipts  and  expenditures 


for  the  first  quarter  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  Nov.  30,  1876 : 
1876.  Received  March  14,  by  F.  Speck,  from  State  Treasurer...  $3,957  25 

1876.  EXPENDITURES. 

March  14.  Disbursed  by  F.  Speck   $3,957  25 

Respectfully  submitted.  Fred  Speck,  Treasurer. 


TREASURER'S  REPORT  OF  RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES 
OF  BLIND  ASYLUM. 
1876.  receipts. 

May  1.  To  cash  of  State  Treasurer  for  laundry   $1,500  00 

To  cash  of  State  Treasurer  for  current  expenses   5,142  48 

Total  receipts   $6,642  48 

1876.  disbursements. 

June  1.  By  orders  No.  65  to  113,  inclusive   $2,041  96 

Sept.  7.  By  orders  No.  114  to  142,  inclusive   915  56 

Nov.  17.  By  orders  No.  143  to  161,  inclusive   2,182  14 

By  amount  paid  on  laundry   1,500  00 

By  cash  on  hand   2  82 

Total   $6,642  48 

Respectfully  submitted.  J.  T.  Lanter, 


Treasurer  Blind  Asylum. 


SUPERINTENDENT'S  EEPOET. 


To  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Kansas  Institution  for  the  Blind: 
Gentlemen:  In  obedience  to  law,  I  herewith  submit  the  Ninth 
Annual  Report  of  this  institution.  So  uniform  is  the  routine  of 
the  several  departments  of  our  institution,  and  so  familiar  to  you 
jhas  this  become,  that  outside  of  the  statistics  usually  presented, 
there  would  seem  to  be  little  necessity  for  a  formal  report. 

CHANGES. 

At  the  close  of  the  term,  June  1st,  owing  to  the  retirement  of 
Miss  May  Miller,  a  most  excellent  teacher,  from  the  first  position 
in  our  corps  of  instructors,  Miss  C.  C.  Lilly,  who  held  the  posi- 
tion of  first  assistant,  was  chosen  to  fill  the  vacancy,  and  judging 
from  the  interest  and  ability  manifested  by  her  during  the  last 
term,  I  am  convinced  we  could  have  made  no  better  selection. 
Mifis  Mary  Lilly  has  been  selected  as  assistant  teacher  to  fill  the 
vacancy  made  by  the  promotion  of  Miss  C.  C.  Lilly,  and  although 
she  has  had  no  experience  in  teaching  the  blind,  our  expectations 
are  being  fully  realized,  so  efficiently  does  she  perform  the  work 
assigned  her.  At  your  suggestion,  I  opened,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  this  term,  a  primary  department,  with  Miss  Ella  Houser 
as  teacher,  and  am  quite  confident  of  its  ultimate  success,  as  she 
brings  into  the  work  a  degree  of  energy  and  intelligence  which 
always  produces  good  results. 

Now  comes  one  of  those  sad  incidents  to  which  all  institutions 
are  subject —  a  change  made  necessary  by  God's  providence.  Prof, 
li.  D.  Taylor,  a  blind  man,  who  filled  the  place  of  master  of 
handicraft  last  year,  on  account  of  his  superior  musical  talent 
and  skill  was  chosen  to  the  position  of  music  teacher.  Com- 
mencing, the  present  term  in  poor  health,  he  gradually  declined 
until  the  10th  of  October,  when  he  was  obliged  to  discontinue 
his  labors,  and  on  the  sixteenth  of  October  he  passed  from  this, 
to  him  a  world  of  darkness,  to  a  world  of  light.  Prof.  Taylor 
possessed  fine  musical  talents,  and  a  most  amiable  disposition ; 
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was  beloved  by  all  who  knew  bim,  and  bis  life  gives  ns  a  strik- 
ing illustration  of  wbat  a  blind  man  can  accomplisb  who  has  re- 
ceived a  practical  industrial  education,  and  sets  out  in  life  with 
a  determination  to  succeed. 

Prof  Jacob  Mays,  a  graduate  of  the  Indiana  Institution  for 
the  Blind,  of  fine  musical  talent  and  execution,  was  chosen  to  fill 
the  vacancy,  and  is  diffusing  new  life  and  energy  into  this  depart- 
ment, where  so  many  are  seeking  to  secure  that  knowledge  that 
shall  fit  them  to  care  for  themselves  in  after-life. 

The  position  of  master  of  handicraft  is  filled  by  Mr.  S.  S. 
Moore,  one  of  the  graduating  class  of  this  institution  last  term^ 
and  with  his  experience  as  a  mechanic  and  thorough  business 
qualifications,  we  shall  be  able  to  take  a  step  in  advance  of  all 
former  years  in  the  mechanical  department,  where  our  young 
men  are  being  provided  with  that  perfect  knowledge  of  mechan- 
ism by  which  they  can  command  a  dollar  to  keep  the  wolf  from 
their  door  in  after-life. 

STUDIES  PURSUED. 

Pupils  have  received  instruction  during  the  year  1876  in  the 
following  branches :  Reading  in  New  York  point,  and  Boston 
type ;  writing  in  New  York  point,  and  with  grooved  cards ; 
spelling,  geography,  grammar,  arithmetic,  algebra,  United  States 
history,  modern  history,  ancient  history,  botany,  rhetoric,  natural 
philosophy,  English  history,  physiology,  civil  government,  vocal 
and  instrumental  music. 

In  addition  to  the  mechanical  pursuits  of  last  year,  we  have 
added  brush-making  for  the  boys  —  thus  enabling  us  to  utilize 
the  labor  and  time  of  the  small  boys  who  are  too  young  to  begin 
the  trade  of  broom-making,  thinking  by  the  time  they  are  ready 
to  commence  the  latter  trade,  they  will  have  become  proficient  in 
the  former.  For  the  girls,  we  have  introduced  an  entirely  new 
feature  of  industry  for  the  blind,  consisting  of  the  manufacture 
of  straw  hats.  This  is  a  vocation  that,  after  a  practical  test, 
proves  to  be  particularly  adapted  to  this  class  of  pupils,  and  one, 
I  think,  that  will  furnish  a  solution  to  that  perplexing  question 
coming  up  for  every  institution  for  the  blind :  What  can  we  set 
the  girls  at,  in  order  that  they  may  profitably  employ  their  time, 
and  earn  their  support  after  they  have  left  our  institutions? 
There  is  scarcely  a  New  England  family  whose  members  are  not 
taught  the  art  of  hat-making;  and,  in  fact,  some  of  them  pro- 
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vide  the  entire  means  of  support  for  the  household  from  this 
branch  of  industry,  thereby  allowing  the  whole  proceeds  of  the 
farm  or  shop  to  be  set  aside  for  other  purposes.  From  our  little 
experience  I  am  confident  that  it  can  be  made  not  only  self-sus- 
taining, but  furnish  a  revenue  whereby  w^e  may  purchase  such 
tools  and  appliances  as  are  actually  needed  for  the  manufacture 
of  hats,  as  there  are  no  funds  to  speak  of  accumulated  from  the 
employment  of  the  girls  in  the  manufacture  of  fancy  work  and 
bead  work,  ray  predecessor  having  accounted  to  me  only  forty- 
five  cents  in  cash  for  his  entire  term  of  office.  I  have  been  com- 
pelled to  borrow  from  the  broom  department  the  necessary  funds 
with  which  to  make  this  experiment,  which  amount  will  be  reim- 
bursed, for  the  purpose  of  furnishing  new  machinery  for  its  use, 
as  it  was  contemplated  by  your  predecessors  to  furnish  such  pupils 
as  should  graduate  each  year,  with  a  complete  outfit  of  tools  for 
the  manufacture  of  brooms  and  brushes. 

PUPILS  IN  ATTENDANCE. 
The  number  of  pupils  enrolled  is  54;  the  average  number  in 
daily  attendance,  42 ;  the  number  remaining  to  the  close  of  June 
term,  38,  four  having  been  suspended  during  the  year  for  various 
causes.  The  discipline  of  pupils  has  been  mild  and  persuasive, 
this  course  having  been  found  to  accomplish  better  results  than 
could  be  had  by  a  strictly  arbitrary  course.  My  thanks  are  due 
to  the  efficient  corps  of  teachers  in  the  several  departments  for 
the  earnest  manner  in  which  they  have  entered  into  and  assisted 
in  carrying  forward  the  work  of  the  past  year.  It  has  been  one 
of  the  most  successful  and  prosperous  in  the  history  of  the  Insti- 
tution. 

CATALOGUE  OF  PUPILS. 

MALES. 

Names.  Postoffice  Address .  Counties. 

William  A.  Plowman  Leavenworth  Leavenworth. 

J.  H.  Dawson  Independence   Montgomery. 

Francis  L.  Friend  Paola  Miami. 

Walter  K.  Habbert  Leavenworth  Leavenworth. 

Charles  Masterson  Leavenworth  Leavenworth. 

Louis  C.  Jackson  Wamego  Pottawatomie. 

John  W.  Janes  Olathe  .   Johnson. 

Charles  K.  Reach  ;  Wyandotte  Wyandotte. 

Charles  F.  Messengale  Wyandotte  Wyandotte. 
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Samuel  S.  Moore  Cottonwood  Falls  Chase. 

John  H.  Reynolds  James  Crossing  Jackson. 

Joseph  A.  Secrest  Glen  Elder  Mitchell. 

Frank  W.  Syler  Topeka  Shawnee. 

Asa  J.  Toles  Arkansas  City  Cowley. 

Freddie  Willard  Concordia  Cloud. 

Nathan  Reynolds  Fort  Scott  Bourbon. 

John  W.  Plummer  Mound  Valley  Labette. 

Albert  Adams  Montana  Labette. 

George  H.  Smith  Grant  Douglas. 

Willie  Robinson  Atchison  Atchison. 

G.  F.  Lucas  Kansas  City  Wyandotte. 

I.  N.  Albin  Fruitland  Cherokee. 

Elijah  A.  Drake  Sherman  City  Cherokee. 

Levester  P.  Cole  Columbus  Cherokee. 

John  W.  Dillon  Abilene  Dickinson. 

FEMALES. 

Helen  Emmert  Fort  Scott  Bourbon. 

Maria  J.  Cowan  Independence  Montgomery, 

Martha  A.  Young  Paola  Miami. 

Mary  E.  Young  Paola  Miami. 

Julia  Gilliand  Wyandotte  Wyandotte. 

Ellen  E.  Moore  Leavenworth  Leavenworth. 

Martha  A.  Lusk  Centerville  Linn. 

Mary  R.  Waymire  Mound  City  Linn. 

Martha  A.  Neill  Baxter  Springs  Cherokee. 

Kate  E.  Parker   Barnesville  Osage. 

Martha  R.  Smith  Lawrence  Douglas. 

Isabel  Stillwell  Eureka  Greenwood, 

Ada  Brown  Fame  Greenwood, 

Flora  R.  Meyers  Oskaloosa  Jefferson. 

C.  M.  Kennedy  Newton   Harvey. 

Moutah  E.  Brooks  Newton   Harvey. 

Anna  G.  Brooks  Newton   Harvey. 

Jane  A.  Justus  Prescott  Linn. 

M.  E.  J.  Worthington  Pleasanton  Linn. 

Annie  M.  E.  Honneymann  Seneca  Nemaha. 

Lizzie  M.  Tibbets  Oswego  Labette. 

Lucinda  Harris  Wellington  Sumner. 

Lillian  Marr  Fort  Scott  Bourbon. 

Medora  B.  Ambrose  Lane  Franklin. 

Virginia  A.  Culp  Doniphan  Doniphan. 

Minnie  E.  Ellis  Columbus  Cherokee, 

M.  C.  King  Stanton  Miami. 

M.  E.  Scribner  Barnesville  Bourbon. 

Eldora  Plummer  Mound  Valley  Labette, 
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RELIGIOUS  INSTRUCTION. 
At  the  commencement  of  the  last  term,  on  account  of  the 
distance  to  be  traveled  in  going  to  and  returning  from  church 
and  the  bad  condition  of  the  walking  during  the  most  of  the 
term,  we  made  arrangements  with  some  of  the  resident  pastors 
of  Wyandotte  to  preach  to  us  once  each  Sabbath.  This  plan 
has  proved  very  convenient  to  us,  and  will  be  continued  during 
the  present  term.  The  intention  is  to  afford  the  students  in- 
struction in  the  plain,  practical  truths  and  principles  of  Chris- 
tianity, without  attempting  to  give  any  peculiar  bias  to  their 
religious  belief.  Pupils  are  allowed  and  expected  to  attend  the 
church  of  their  choice  once  each  Sabbath,  when  their  health  and 
the  walking  will  permit. 

VOUCHERS. 

There  has  been  the  past  year,  for  the  first  time  since  the 
institution  was  organized,  a  regular  system  of  accounts  kept  with 
each  person  from  whom  the  State  has  had  an  occasion  to  pur- 
chase supplies.  At  the  close  of  each  quarter  the  accounts  have 
been  put  into  vouchers,  and  before  being  audited  or  allowed,  the 
name  of  the  party  to  whom  paid  is  attached  in  the  form  of  an 
affidavit.  These  vouchers  are  placed  on  file  in  this  office  for 
inspection.  They,  in  connection  with  the  books,  give  a  full 
exhibit  of  the  expenditure  of  all  money  appropriated  by  the 
'Legislature  for  the  year  1876,  the  first  series  numbering  from 
No.  1  to  161  inclusive. 

ESTIMATES. 

The  estimates  for  the  support  of  the  Institution  during  the 
next  two  years  will  be  as  follows: 

ESTIMATE  FOR  1877. 

Provisions   $3,600  00 

Medical  attendance   200  00 

Superintendent   1,000  00 

Matron   400  00 

Teachers   2,060  00 

Employes  *.   1,000  00 

Furniture  and  bedding   500  00 

Fuel  and  lights   500  00 

Indigent  pupils'  clothing   150  00 

School  furniture   75  00 

Books  and  papers   300  00 

Painting  and  repairs   200  00 

Feed  for  cows  and  horses   150  00 

Total  .%  $10,135  00 


12 


INSTITUTION  FOE  THE  BLIND. 


ESTIMATE  FOR  1878, 


Provisions   $3,800  00 

Medical  attendance   200  00 

Superintendent   1,000  00 

Matron   400  00 

Teachers   2,060  00 

Employes   1,050  00 

Furniture  and  bedding   500  00 

Indigent  pupils'  clothing   150  GO 

School  furniture   75  00 

Books  and  papers   300  00 

Painting  and  repairs   200  00 

Fuel  and  lights   600  00 

Feed  for  horses  and  cows   150  00 

Total   110,385  00 


INDUSTRIAL  DEPARTMENT. 

At  the  commencemeDt  of  the  last  term,  I  inaugurated  the  plan 
of  paying  the  boys  in  the  broom  shop  for  their  labor.  It  has 
been  magical  in  its  results.  It  increased  the  manufacture  of 
brooms  to  five  hundred  dozen  last  year,  where,  under  the  old 
system  of  the  year  preceding,  there  were  but  seventy-two  dozen 
made.  Under  thfe  new  system  the  boys  feel  their  independence. 
Many  of  those  attending  our  institution  have  to  depend  upon  the 
charity  of  friends  to  provide  them  with  clothing,  or  the  means  to 
purchase  the  same ;  now,  they  are  able  to  provide  for  themselves, 
or  nearly  so.  Aside  from  this  consideration,  they  are  brought 
in  contact  with  the  practical,  business  part  of  the  institution,  as 
each  one  keeps  his  account  with  the  shop,  and  at  the  end  of  each 
month  they  receive  the  amount  due  for  brooms  made  during  that 
month.  The  progress  made  by  those  employed  in  the  broom 
department,  during  the  past  year,  has  been  remarkable.  Five 
out  of  the  eight  boys  thus  employed  at  the  close  of  the  last  term, 
were  capable  of  earning  for  themselves  from  $1.50  to  $2.00  per 
day  at  broom-making,  if  they  were  provided  with  the  necessary 
machinery  and  tools. 

Asa  J.  Toles,  residing  at  Arkansas  City,  was  permitted  to  leave 
the  Institution  in  March,  for  the  purpose  of  planting  and  culti- 
vating broom  corn,  to  be  worked  by  himself  dujing  the  coming 
winter.  He  writes  me  that  he  has  raised  a  fine  crop,  but  lacks 
the  machinery  with  which  to  manufacture  it ;  and  not  being  in- 
structed by  you  to  furnish  such  machinery,  I  have  thought  best 
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to  take  some  that  was  cast  aside  as  worn  out,  and  repaired  it,  so 
that  it  will  answer  every  purpose.  Thus,  one  boy  has  been  sup- 
plied with  tools  at  a  small  cost  to  the  department.  There  remain 
two  more  of  those  who  left  the  Institution  at  the  close  of  last 
term  to  be  supplied  with  necessary  tools,  in  order  that  they  may 
provide  for  themselves  an  honest  livelihood. 

In  surveying  the  management  of  institutions  for  the  blind,  it 
is  very  perceptible  that  a  great  effort  has  been  made  to  make 
these  institutions  especially  literary.  Superintendents  have  prided 
themselves  on  the  social  privileges  furnished  the  blind,  and  the 
literary  culture  and  opportunies  for  aesthetic  development.  I  am 
very  glad  to  know  that  all  these  advantages  are  afforded  the 
blind.  "They  should  have  all  that  the  seeing  enjoy;"  but  an 
institution  which  furnishes  only  these,  is  a  disadvantage  to  the 
State  and  the  blind  alike.  There  is  something  very  pleasing  in 
the  idea  that  the  blind,  in  this,  the  centennial  year,  are  being  so 
educated  that  they  are  able  to  "  appreciate  the  beauties  of  Mil- 
ton, comprehend  the  higher  mathematics,  and  intelligently  enjoy 
the  master-pieces  of  Mozart."  I  know  all  of  this,  while  it  is  in- 
spiring in  thought  and  theory,  is  decidedly  impracticable  when 
the  blind  are  brought  into  the  actualities  of  life.  All  of  these 
fine  appreciations,  all  of  these  poetical  and  musical  ideas,  are  in 
most  cases  perfectly  powerless  when  called  upon  to  furnish  the 
necessaries  of  life  to  those  possessing  them.  The  reports  and 
proceedings  of  our  National  Association  for  the  Education  of  the 
Blind  all  bear  testimony  that  a  majority  of  our  institutions  for 
that  purpose  have  not,  and  do  not  to-day,  accomplish  for  the 
blind  what  they  ought.  The  question  is,  Shall  the  literary  edu- 
cation be  made  more  prominent  than  the  industrial?  That  liter- 
ary education  in  the  past  has  been  more  prominent,  cannot  be 
doubted.  That  industrial  education  in  the  future  should  be,  is 
equally  true.  Those  who  graduate  from  our  institutions  ought 
to  be  prepared  to  enter  the  world  with  a  thorough  knowledge  of 
some  branch  of  industry.  They  should  be  good  workmen  in  the 
branches  chosen,  so  as  to  be  able  to  earn  their  own  living  in  an 
independent  and  respectable  manner. 

A  trade  for  the  blind  is  second  only  to  the  restoration  of  sight. 
But  while  we  feel  our  efforts  here  should  be  directed  chiefly  to 
the  securing  for  every  pupil  this  great  boon,  we  do  not  propose 
to  starve  the  intellect,  but  open  before  it  vast  fields  of  knowledge, 
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and  give  that  mental  discipline  that  shall  bring  into  full  play  all 
the  powers  of  the  deathless  mind.  The  mind  is  the  man.  It  is 
moral  power  that  can  elevate  these  faculties  we  desire  to  culti- 
vate and  direct  aright,  so,  that  reason  may  sit  erect  upon  her 
throne,  and  sway  her  sceptre.  Here  we  propose  to  furnish- 
knowledge  to  all  that  may  thirst  for  it,  and  lay  a  foundation 
from  which  all  may  rise  to  eminence  who  have  the  ability  to  do 
so.  It  is  not  the  intention  of  the  management  of  this  institution 
to  let  its  graduates  go  forth  into  the  world  with  no  other  means 
for  their  support  than  as  professional  solicitors  of  charity.  It  is 
no  uncommon  sight  to  see  graduates  of  some  institution  for  the 
blind,  offering  for  sale  "The  Blind  Man's  Appeal"  or  some 
trifling  thing,  for  what  some  kind  and  sympathetic  person  may 
give,  which,  at  best,  is  only  a  polite  way  of  begging.  An  institu- 
tion that  trains,  polishes  and  provides  its  pupils  with  the  means 
of  developing  the  finer  sensibilities  of  their  natures,  and  throws 
them  upon  the  world  in  a  dependent  state,  so  that  the  culture 
and  advantages  which  they  have  received  become  the  means  of 
making  their  lives  more  miserable,  has  utterly  failed.  If  the 
blind,  after  leaving  our  institutions,  are  to  spend  their  time  in 
seeking  charity,  then  the  less  education  they  have  the  less 
humiliation  they  will  be  called  upon  to  endure.  It  requires  no 
more  ability  on  the  part  of  a  young  man  to  enter  one  of  the 
professions  than  it  does  to  enter  any  mechanical  or  general  busi- 
ness. It  is  not  necessary  to  possess  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
classics,  in  order  to  become  a  good  and  successful  mechanic.  It 
is  essential  that  he  should  have  a  mathematical  education  in 
order  to  succeed  in  any  of  the  branches  of  mechanism. 

Our  blind  should  and  must  be  educated  in  the  industries. 
They  must  be  taught  some  useful  trade,  and  must  be  made  first- 
class  workmen  in  whatever  they  undertake.  They  must  be 
taught  to  know  and  appreciate  their  true  condition,  and  that 
there  is  no  sympathy  for  that  condition  in  the  business  world. 
It  is  absurd  to  teach  the  blind  that  they  are  as  able  to  work  for 
themselves  as  those  who  can  see.  They  have  to  labor  under 
serious  physical  disadvantages  that  should  not  be  overlooked, 
but  it  does  not  follow  because  they  are  so  afflicted  that  they  are 
wholly  incapacitated  to  provide  for  themselves.  It  only  needs 
an  extra  exertion  on  the  part  of  those  who  instruct  them,  to 
place  them  in  position  to  compete  successfully  with  seeing  labor. 
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The  blind  can  be  taught  to  earn  their  own  living  by  being  fur- 
nished with  some  useful  trade.  They  can  be  made  the  very  best 
of  workmen.  While  perhaps  they  may  not  be  able  to  earn  as 
much  wages  as  those  who  can  see,  they  can  earn  sufficient  wages 
to  provide  an  independent  living  for  themselves  and  those  depend- 
ent upon  them  for  support.  No  one  will  deny  that  if  the  blind 
are  to  succeed  as  mechanics,  they  must  be  superior  workmen  to 
those  who  can  see,  in  order  to  make  up  for  their  disadvantages. 

In  looking  over  the  reports  of  the  various  institutions,  and 
conversing  with  many  superintendents  this  season,  while  in  at- 
tendance at  the  National  Association  of  Instructors  of  the  Blind, 
held  at  Philadelphia,  I  found  this  same  perplexing  question, 
What  are  we  to  do  with  the  girls?  It  is  true,  they  can  manage 
to  keep  soul  and  body  together  by  the  sale  of  fancy-work,  where 
they  chance  to  live  in  some  of  th^  older-settled  States,  but  in 
these  new  and  sparsely-settled  Western  States  there  is  but  little 
demand  for  this  class  of  industry ;  hence  the  absolute  necessity  of 
seeking  some  new  avenue  of  trade.  In  selecting  the  manufacture 
of  chip  or  palmleaf  hats,  I  have  chosen  one  that  will  require  but 
little  capital  to  carry  it  on;  it  being  a  class  of  goods  in  common 
use,  and  not  liable  to  go  out  of  fashion.  It  should  sell  readily, 
and  afford  a  neat  profit  to  the  manufacturer.  It  is  easily  made, 
and  there  is  no  hindrance  to  the  youngest  pupils  in  the  institu- 
tion becoming  as  proficient  as  the  older  ones.  Now,  add  to 
these  vocations  a  good,  thorough  common-school  and  musical 
education  for  the  girls,  such  as  will  amply  qualify  them  to  solve 
the  practical  problems  of  life — then  they  are  fitted  to  go  forth 
into  the  world  to  make  those  with  whom  they  come  in  contact 
feel  that  our  institutions  for  the  education  of  the  blind  have  been 
an  actual  benefit  to  them  and  the  world  at  large.  Below  will  be 
found  an  exhibit  of  the  earnings  and  disbursements  of  the  indus- 
trial departments  since  the  last  report. 


RECEIPTS. 


By  cash  in  bank  

By  bills  receivable  

By  cash  paid  to  building  fund  

By  cash  paid  incidental  fund  

By  1,750  pounds  broom  corn  on  hand.. 

By  52  dozen  brooms  on  hand,  @  $2  

By  62    "         "  "     @  $1.50, 

By  4    "  "  «     @  $2.25, 


$74  43 
149  25 
188  50 

50  00 

51  5a 
104  00 

93  00 
9  00 
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By  11  dozen  brooms  on  hand,  @/  $3   $33  00 

By  900  hard-wood  handles   13  50 

By  100  soft       "        "    1  50 

By  wire,  twine  and  tacks   10  00 

By  broom  machinery  bought  during  the  year   43  00 

By  broom  machinery  repaired  during  the  year   27  00 

Total   $847  68 

DISBURSEMENTS. 
To  Cash  paid  labor  in  broom  shop  — 

December  1,  1875   $17  27 

January  1,  1876   17  15 

February  1,  1876   16  90 

March  1,  1876   26  70 

April  1   17  40 

June  1   44  20 

Amount  paid  for  material   384  67 

Total   $524  19 


By  adding  to  the  amount  on  hand  ($323.49  )  the  amount  paid 
to  building  and  incidental  funds  ($238.50),  it  will  be  seen  that 
the  proceeds  from  the  Industrial  Department  have  been  $561.99. 


INVENTORY  OF  PROPERTY  . 
Belonging  to  the  State  Asylum  for  the  Blind,  November  30,  1876. 


Names  of  articles. 


Chairs  , 

Sofa  

Table,  marble  top  

Curtains  

What-not  

Chandelier  

Chromos  

ottomans  

Rugs  

Chairs,  camp  

Spool  case  and  stand 

Lapboard  

Towel-rack  

Shelf,  toilet  

Cupboard  

Hat-rack  

Sewing  machine  

Work  baskets  

Lounge  

Table,  office  

Chairs,  office  

Book  cases  

Medicine  case  

Sundry  medicines.... 
Set  account  books.... 

Inkstands,  etc  

Dust-pans  

Dusters  

Legislative  picture.;. 

Broom-rack  

Sample  brooms  


Value. 


$40  00 
25  00 
10  00 
10  00 
5  00 
7  00 
20  00 

5  00 
3  00 

6  00 

5  00 
3  00 
1  00 
1  00 

6  00 
3  00 

40  00 

1  00 
3  00 

12  50 

6  00 

7  00 
5  00 

20  00 
10  00 
3  00 
50 

2  00 
1  00 
2-  00 

3  00 


No. 


Names  of  articles. 


Pianos,  old  

Organ   

Violins  

Bass  viols  

Piano  stools,  old  

Piano  covers  

Sheet  music-holder  

Flute  

Triangle  

Guitar  

Tamborine  

Sheet  music  

Clocks   

Bedsteads  

Stands  

Bureaus  

Washstands  

Rocking  chairs  

Tables  

Stoves,  and  pipe  

Earthen  slop  tubs  

Earthen  foot-bath  tub.. 

Ewers  and  basins  

Chambers,  with  covers 

Chairs,  at  60c  

Carpets  

Table  spreads  

Sets  bed  spring  

Book-rack  

Clothes  hampers  

Wardrobes  
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INVENTORY  OF  PROPERTY— Continued. 


Names  of  art  icles. 


Mirrors  

Spittoons  

School  desks  

School  desks  

Teacher's  desk  

Volumes  Chambers'  Encyclo- 
pedia   

New  York  point  slates  

Vols.  New  York  point,  Boston 
type,  and  Braille  system 
school  books,  Bibles,  etc.... 

Webster's  Dictionary  

Miscellaneous  volumes  

Mattresses  

Straw  ticks  

Moss  pillows  

Blankets  

Cotton  mattresses  

Counterpanes  

Sheets  

Pillow  slips  

Towels  

Feather  pillows  

Feather  bolster  

Bolster  slips  

Table  cloths  

Napkins  

Roller  towels  

Towel  rollers  

Comforts  

DINING  ROOM. 

Dining  plates  

Breakfast  plates  

Pie  plates  

Soup  plates  

Soup  tureen,  with  tray  and 

ladle  

Saucers  

Platters  

4-inch  bakers  

7-inch  bakers  

Covered  baker  

Stone  sauce  dishes  

Glass  sauce  dishes  

Tea  cups  

Sugar  bowls  

"Water  pitchers  

Bowls  

Table  spoons,  plated  

Dessert  spoons,  plated  

Plate  forks  

Butter  dishes  

Glass  cake  stand  

Glass  fruit  dishes  

Glass  pitcher  

Earthen  cake  dishes  

Spoon-holders  

Syrup  cups  

Milk  pitchers  

Tin  spoons  

Tin  teaspoons  

Plated  teaspoons  

Individual  salt  dishes  

Individual  butter  plates  

Scollop  bakers  

Call  bell  

Steel  forks  

Steel  

Carving  knife  and  fork  

Extension  tables  


Value. 


$3  00 
1  50 
56  00 
20  00 
10  00 

40  00 
60  00 


316  00 
10  00 
50  00 

62  00 
18  00 
16  50 
48  00 

8  00 
16  00 

63  00 

14  40 
7  80 

15  00 
3  50 
1  00 

22  50 
5  00 
5  76 
1  00 

48  00 


7  00 
1  50 

1  00 
4  50 

3  00 

4  50 
4  50 
3  50 

2  00 
1  00 
1  55 

70 
7  50 

1  50 

3  00 
60 

3  00 

2  50 
9  50 
1  50 
1  00 
1  80 

75 
1  50 
1  50 
1  00 


1  20 
4  00 
1  95 
3  00 
1  00 

60 
1  50 
3  00 
3  78 

50 
1  75 
36  00 


No. 


40 
100 
1 
30 
50 
30 
50 
50 
100 
1,000 
100 
150 
50 
130 
40 


M 

176 
3 
1 
1 

500 
52 
3 
55 
26 
12 
1 
1 


Names  of  articles. 


Dish  safe  , 

Bread  table  

Carving  table  , 

KITCHEN  FURNITURE. 

Tables  

Ch'r  Oak  stove  and  furniture 

Tin  coftee  pots  , 

Tea  pot  , 

Dish  pans  

Tin  buckets  

Tin  pans  

Tin  saucepans  

Tin  dippers  

Meat  saw  

Coffee  mill  , 

Meat  cutter  , 

Spice  mill  

Dinner  bell  , 

Spice  boxes  

Tea  can  , 

Meat  forks  

Basins,  tin  

Gravy  dishes,  tin  

Wash  dish  

Wooden  buckets  

Meat  knives  , 

STORE-ROOM. 

Gallons  syrup  

Pounds  coftee  

Box  raisins  ,  

Pounds  currants  

Pounds  rice  

Pounds  tea  

Pounds  butter  

Pounds  lard  

Pounds  corn  meal  

Pounds  flour  , 

Pounds  graham  flour  

Pounds  sugar,  white  

Pounds  prunes  

Bushels  potatoes  

Gallons  vinegar  

Barrel  pickles  

Dozen  eggs  

Barrel  mackerel   , 

Quarts  canned  fruit  , 

Bushels  sweet  potatoes  

Barrel  salt  

Bread  box  

Heads  of  cabbage  

Quarts  canned  pumpkin  

Market  baskets  

2-quart  glass  fruit  cans  , 

2-quart  tin  fruit  cans  , 

1-quart  tin  fruit  cans  , 

40-gallon  iron  kettle  

Churn  

OIL  ROOM. 

Safety  oil  can  

Gallons  oil  

Dozen  chimneys  

Oil  cans  

Table  

Hand  lamps  

Bracket  lamps  

Wicks,  burners,  etc  
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INVENTORY  OF  PROPERTY— Concluded. 


No. 


Names  of  articles. 


LAUNDRY. 


Laundry  range  , 

Boiler,  pipes,  pump  and  fix- 
tures for  hot  water  

Sadirons  

Wash  trays  , 

Wash  boiler  

Washtubs  , 

Bathtubs  , 

Washboards  , 

Moulding  table  for  bread.. 

Ironing  table  

Clothes  baskets  

Clothes  reel  

Clothesline  

Starch  pans  

Starch  box  

Clothes  rack  

Flour  sieve  

Bread  pan  

Yeast  pan  


MISCELLANEOUS  ARTICLES. 

Furnace  and  fixtures  for 

heating  house  

W'den  b'kets  for  fire  purp. 
Ash  pail,  large  sheet-iron.. 

Poker  and  shovel  , 

Composition  bell  

Chain  pumps  and  fixtures. 

Bucksaws  

Ax  

Hoe  

Shovels  

Rake,  iron  

Spade  

Scythes  

Plow  

Cultivator  

Harrow  

Lap  robes  

Whip  

String  bells  

Wheelbarrow  

Cords  of  wood,  dry  


STOCK  AND  GRAIN. 

Horse,  old  

Cows  


Value. 


$45  00 

155  50 

2  80 
18  00 

6  00 

3  00 
15  00 

1  25 
3  50 

2  50 
6  00 

10  00 
60 
75 
25 
1  50 
50 
1  00 


275  00 
3  60 
3  50 
2  50 
10  00 
24  00 
2  00 
50 
75 
2  00 
1  00 

1  00 

2  00 
5  00 

3  00 
5  00 

2  50 

1  00 

3  00 

2  50 
131  25 


40  00 
60  00 


No. 


5 
1 
2 
3 
30 
1,000 


,750 
52 
62 
4 
11 
900 
100 

1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
6 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
11 
1 
5 
2 
2 
5 
1 
1 
7 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
5 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 


Names  of  articles. 


Hogs  

Wagon  

Sets  harness  

Tons  hay  

Bushels  corn  

Pounds  bran  and  shorts.. 

INDUSTRIAL  DEPARTMENT. 

Pounds  broom-corn,  3c... 
Dozen  brooms,  @  $2.00... 
Dozen  brooms,  @  $1.50... 
Dozen  brooms,  (a,  $2.25... 
Dozen  brooms,  @  $3.00... 

Hard-wood  handles...  

Soft-wood  handles  

Wire,  twine,  and  tacks... 

Square,  steel  

Hand  saw  

Tenon  saw  

Keyhole  saw  

Chisels  

Bits  

Brace  

Try -square  

Draw  shave  

Pair  brush  shears  

Brush  comb  

Wooden  clamps  

Screwdriver  

Broom  machines,  foot  

Broom  presses  

Pair  sewing  cuifs  

Sets  of  hand  tools  

Topping  bench  

Oil  can  

Needles  

Hammers  

Mattress  stuffing-box  

Brush  bench  

Bleaching  box,  new  

Sink  

Wash  pans  

Water  bucket  and  dipper. 

Pair  steelyards  '. 

Seeding  machine  

Broom  comb  

Iron  vise  

Slack  tub  


I       Grand  total   $4,442  54 


The  articles  enumerated  in  the  above  inventory  are  placed  as 
nearly  as  possible  at  their  cash  value. 
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DISBURSEMENTS. 

Below  will  be  found  a  summary  of  the  disbursements  for  each 
quarter  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  November  30,  1876 : 

DIVISION  REPORT  for  the  first  quarter,  ending  March  30,  1876. 


Date. 


March  30.. 
March  30.. 
March  30.. 
March  .30.. 
March  30.. 
March  30.. 
March  30.. 
March  30.. 
March  30.. 
March  30.. 
March  30.. 
March  30.. 
March  30.. 
March  30.. 
March  30.. 
March  30.. 
March  30.. 
March  30.. 
March  30.. 


Articles  purchased. 


3,795  pounds  of  meat  

665  pounds  of  butter  

3,585  pounds  of  flour  

94  bushels  potatoes  

Vegetables  

Fruit,  fresh  and  dried  

504  pounds  of  sugar  

168  pounds  of  tea  and  coffee  

Groceries  in  bulk  

Fuel  

Wages  of  employes  

Superintendence  and  instruction. 

Medicine  

Furniture  and  bedding  

Clothing  for  indigent  pupils  

Feed  for  horse  and  cows  

Books  and  stationery  

Construction  and  repairs  

Extraordinary  expenses  


Total   83,957  25 


Cost. 


8303  64 
141  98 
124  25 
18  80 
13  28 

40  05 

49  73 
71  90 

584  24 
414  80 
491  25 
,131  07 

41  80 

50  13 
115  91 

7  65 
98  01 
112  76 
146  00 


DIVISION  REPORT  for  the  second  quarter,  ending  June  30,  1876. 


Date. 


June  30 
June  30 
June  30 
June  .30 
June  30 
June  30 
June  30 
June  30 
June  30 
June  30 
June  30 
June  30 
June  30 
June  30 
June  30 
June  30 
June  30 
June  30 
June  30 
June  30 
June  30 
June  30 


Articles  ptirchased. 


2,562  pounds  of  meat  

548  pounds  of  butter  

2,800  pounds  of  flour  

300  pounds  of  sugar..,  

Hardware  

Vegetables  

Fruit,  fresh  and  dried  

54  dozen  of  eggs  

Groceries  in  bulk  

Coal  oil  

Sundry  articles  of  consumption  

Superintendence  and  instruction... 

Wages  of  employes  

Outside  aid  '  

Medical  attendance  

Furniture  and  bedding  

Clothing  for  indigent  pupils  

Feed  for  cows  , 

Boots  and  shoes  for  indigent  pupils 

Books  and  stationery  

Construction  and  repairs  

197  pounds  of  lard  

Total  


Cost. 


$231  77 
126  60 
80  75 
28  22 
23  87 
.41  85 
19  75 

13  29 
119  02 

14  00 
65  00 

760  99 
223  86 
21  45 
100  00 
31  75 
12  35 
5  00 
43  95 
60  50 
31  85 
25  65 


82,081  46 
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DISBUESEMENTS  —  Coxclijded. 

DIVISION  REPORT  for  the  third  quarter,  ending  September  30,  1876. 


Date. 


Articles  purchased. 


September  30  '  325  pounds  of  meat  , 

September  30  '  64  pounds  of  butter  

September  30        650  pounds  of  flour  

September  30   Hardware  

September  30        Freight  and  expressage  

September  30  j  25  dozen  of  eggs  

September  30  '  Groceries  »  

September  30  ^  Fuel.  

September  30  ■  Wages  of  employes  

September  30        Superintendence  and  instruction. 

September  30        Outside  aid  

September  30   Medicine  

September  30  '  Furniture  and  bedding  

September  30  |  Clothing  for  indigent  pupils  

September  30        Feed  for  horse  and  cows  

September  30  i  Books  and  stationery  

September  30  '  Construction  and  repairs. 

September  30  |  75  pounds  of  lard. 

September  30        Extraordinary  expenses. 


DIVISION  REPORT  for  the  fourth  quarter,  ending  November  30,  1876. 


Date. 


Articles  purchased. 


November  30  ' 

November  30  

November  30  

November  30  

November  30  

November  30  

November  30  

November  30  

November  30  

November  30  

November  30  i 

November  30  \ 

November  30  ' 

November  30  i 

November  30  1 

November  30  ! 

November  30  | 

November  30  

November  30  

November  30  

November  30  

November  30  

November  30  

November  30  


1,826  pounds  of  meat  

Hardware  

284  pounds  of  butter  

50  pounds  of  rice  

2.200  pounds  of  flour  , 

175  bushels  of  potatoes  

Fruits,  dried  and  green  

50  dozen  of  eggs  

639  pounds  of  sugar  

42  pounds  of  tea  

133  pounds  of  coffee  

Groceries,  in  bulk  , 

Coal  oil  

Sundry  articles  of  consumption  . 

Wages'  of  employes  

Superintendence  and  instruction 

Medicines  

Furniture  and  bedding  

Clothing  for  indigent  pupils  

Feed  for  horse  and  cows  

Books  and  stationery  

Construction  and  repairs  

191  pounds  of  lard  

Extraordinary  expenses  


Total 


$2, 181  61 
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RECAPITULATION. 


Disbursements. 

Dr. 

Cr. 

$9,100  00 
$9, 100  00 

To  amount  expended  quarter  ending  September  :50th,  1876  

To  amount  expended  quarter  ending  November  ;50th,  1876  

$3,957  25 
2,081  46 
876  10 
2,181  61 
2  82 
76 

$9, 100  00 

GRADUATING  CLASS  OF  1876. 
At  the  close  of  last  term  this  institution  for  the  first  time  sent 
forth  into  the  world  four  graduates  to  practically  test  the  in- 
struction they  received  here;  two  ladies  and  two  gentlemen. 
One  of  the  ladies,  Miss  Kate  Parker,  who  was  but  partially 
blind,  has  secured  a  school  in  Linn  county,  and  is  succeeding  ad- 
mirably ;  Miss  Emmert  is  fully  qualified  to  teach  either  in  the 
literary  or  musical  departments,  but  her  health  does  not  permit 
of  her  teaching  this  season.  F.  W.  Syler,  one  of  the  gentlemen 
spoken  of  above,  has  his  arrangements  perfected  to  commence 
the  manufacture  of  brooms  as  soon  as  we  can  furnish  him  with 
the  necessary  machinery,  which  I  hope  to  do  in  a  short  time ; 
the  other  graduate,  Mr.  S.  S.  Moore,  is  at  present  our  efiicient 
master  of  handicraft,  spoken  of  elsewhere.  I  herewith  present 
the  Board  with  the  graduating  essays  of  the  class  of  1876. 

MUSICAL  DEPARTMENT. 
This  department  is  under  the  supervision  of  Prof  Jacob 
Mays,  an  accomplished  gentleman  and  a  thorough  instructor  in 
the  art  of  music  ;  but  in  order  to  place  the  department  in  a  condi- 
tion to  fill  all  the  requirements  of  the  institution,  and  fit  those 
who  possess  an  especial  taste  for  music  to  become  teachers,  it  is 
imperative  that  we  have  another  piano.  If  the  Legislature  will 
appropriate  for  this  purpose  six  hundred  dollars,  I  can  procure 
from  the  agent  one  of  Steinway's  grand  square  pianos.  This  will 
enable  us,  with  the  use  of  the  two  we  have  on  hand,  to  give  les- 
sons to  all  those  who  can  be  benefited  by  musical  instruction  for 
some  time  to  come.  In  order  to  accomplish  the  desired  object 
until  the  Legislature  shall  provide  us  sufiicient  funds  to  purchase 
one^^with,  Ifhave  rented  an  extra  instrument  at  five  dollars  and 
fifty ^cents  per  month.    To  meet  this  expense  we  contemplate 
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giving  one  or  two  entertainments  during  the  season,  thus,  as  far 
as  possible,  making  each  department  contribute  to  its  own  sup- 
port. 

GAKDEN  AND  OKCHAED. 
The  garden  has  furnished  us  the  usual  supply  of  early  vegeta- 
bles ;  also  contributed  liberally  towards  our  winter's  store, 
although  the  ground  cultivated  the  past  season  has  been  much 
less  than  usual.  Owing  to  rapid  growth  of  the  fruit  trees,  and 
the  consequent  shade,  the  orchard  has  to  be  abandoned  for  gar- 
dening purposes.  The  small  fruits,  made  necessary  to  replant  on 
account  of  the  destruction  by  grasshoppers,  are  doing  finely,  and 
will  soon  bear  in  abundance. 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 

We  are  placed  under  renewed  obligations  to  the  generous 
superintendents  of  the  following-named  railroads  for  free  trans- 
portation furnished  pupils  in  attendance  during  the  past  year. 
While  it  is  quite  a  tax  upon  them,  they  have  in  no  case  failed  to 
respond  promptly  when  called  upon  for  passes;  thus  enabling 
many  to  come  to  the  Institution  who  had  not  the  means  to  pro- 
cure passage :  Missouri  River,  Fort  Scott  and  Gulf,  Leaven- 
worth, Lawrence  and  Galveston,  Kansas  Pacific,  and  Atchison, 
Topeka  and  Santa  Fe  railroads. 

Thanks  are  also  due  to  the  publishers  of  the  following  news- 
papers for  copies  sent  to  the  Institution  during  the  past  year : " 
Wyandotte  Gazette,  Wyandotte  Herald,  Sabetha  Republican^ 
Goodsoh  Gazette,  and  the  Kansas  Star ;  the  latter  a  spicy  little 
paper  published  at  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  institution  of  this  State. 
It  is  valuable  for  the  reason  of  its  being  filled  with  so  many 
practical  things  bearing  upon  the  education  of  the  deaf  and  dumb 
and  blind  of  our  State,  with  a  view  of  making  them  independent 
workers  in  the  great  hive  of  industry  when  they  leave  these 
institutions. 

AMERICAN  ASSOCIATION  OF  INSTRUCTORS  OF  THE  BLIND. 

This  association  held  its  third  biennial  session  at  Philadelphia, 
commencing  August  15th.  It  was  well  attended  by  superintend- 
ents and  representatives  from  the  various  institutions  of  the 
United  States  and  Canadas,  and  had  under  discussion  various 
topics  calculated  to  promote  the  interests  of  our  institutions, 
such  as  a  national  printing  house  for  the  blind,  asking  our 
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Representatives  in  Congress  to  use  their  influence  to  secure  an 
endowment  from  the  general  government  for  this  purpose,  etc. 
If  this  object  can  be  effected,  it  will  largely  decrease  the  expense 
of  furnishing  the  blind  with  the  necessary  boohs  and  periodicals 
which  are  so  essential  to  them  after  they  have  left  our  institu- 
tions. At  present  prices,  which  the  publishers  are  compelled  to 
place  upon  them  to  meet  their  expenses,  they  are  placed  beyond 
the  reach  of  those  whom  it  is  calculated  to  benefit. 

Numerous  plans  were  presented  by  superintendents  and  teachers, 
and  some  fine  essays  read  before  the  association  upon  the  employ- 
ment of  the  Mind  .while  at,  and  after  leaving  our  institutions. 
Notwithstanding  they  were  interesting  in  many  respects,  and 
indicated  that  the  writers  had  exercised  great  care  in  their 
preparation,  they  completely  failed  to  show  how  the  blind  could 
put  a  dollar  into  their  pockets ;  in  fact,  industrial  education  was 
almost  entirely  ignored. 

It  is  a  matter  of  regret  and  surprise  to  me  that  our  institutions, 
with  few  exceptions,  appear  to  take  so  little  interest  in  the  future 
welfare  of  those  who  are  trying  to  fit  themselves  for  some  field 
of  usefulness.  Perhaps  it  is  fitting  that  Kansas  should  be  a 
pioneer  institution  in  this  new  departure,  and  fit  her  pupils  so 
they  will  be  independent  workers  in  the  place  of  dependent 
beggars. 

CONSTRLXTIOX  AND  REPAIRS. 

Being  appointed  by  you  to  superintend  the  erection  of  the 
laundry  and  bath-house  for  which  the  Legislature  made  at  its 
last  session  an  appropriation  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars,  I  make 
the  following  report : 

Mr.  E.  T.  Carr,  architect,  presented  us  with  a  full  set  of  plans 
and  detail  drawings  for  a  fine  brick  structure,  thirty-five  by 
twenty  feet,  consisting  of  three  stories,  the  first  of  stone,  the  two 
upper  of  brick,  the  whole  covered  with  a  tin  roof.  The  first 
story,  being  a  laundry  and  bakery,  is  fitted  up  with  a  laundry 
range  and  sadiron  heater,  with  all  the  connections  for  hot  and 
cold  water,  including  a  fine  force-pump  for  raising  water  to  the 
tank  situated  in  the  upper  story,  to  be  distributed  through  pipes 
to  the  six  wash-trays  in  the  laundry,  bath-tubs,  &c.  We  have 
long  iseen  the  inconvenience  arising  from  the  want  of  a  suitable 
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place  for  baking  bread,  which  want  has  been  fully  supplied  by- 
constructing  a  fine  oven  in  connection  with  the  range,  the  whole 
entirely  secure  from  liability  to  accident  by  fire,  it  being  in  the 
basement  or  laundry,  which  is  covered  with  a  good  brick  pave- 
ment laid  in  cement.  The  second  story  is  furnished  with  two 
fine  bath-rooms,  eight  by  eighteen  feet  each,  bath-tubs  provided 
with  pipes  for  hot  and  cold  water,  in  fact,  with  all  the  modern 
improvements  usually  found  comprising  a  first-class  bath-room, 
one  of  which  is  used  by  the  boys,  the  other  by  the  girls. 
Situated  in  this  story,  between  the  bath-rooms,  we  have  a  fine 
school-room,  eighteen  feet  square,  well  lighted,  heated  and  ven- 
tilated, which  is  made  use  of  for  the  primary  department. 
When  not  in  use  for  school  purposes  it  answers  a  want  which  has 
long  existed,  a  study  or  preparation  room  for  the  boys.  From 
this  room,  by  means  of  a  covered  stairway,  you  ascend  to  the 
third  story,  where  you  find  a  large,  well-lighted  and  aired  room, 
eighteen  by  thirty-three  feet,  capable  of  furnishing  sleeping 
accommodations  for  twenty  male  pupils.  Aside  from  this  we  are 
enabled,  so  far  as  desirable,  to  separate  the  small  boys  from  the 
larger  ones,  which,  on  many  accounts,  we  find  decidedly  pref- 
erable. In  case  of  fire  the  covered  stairway  leading  down  the 
outside  will  prove  an  unfailing  means  of  escape  to  a  place  of 
safety. 

I  would  also  suggest  this  same  precautionary  measure  be  adopt- 
ed for  the  building  known  as  the  workshop.  The  new  build- 
ing not  only  fully  answers  all  the  wants  and  purposes  for  which 
it  was  constructed,  but  increases  our  accommodations  to  such  an 
extent  as  to  meet  all  probable  demands  of  this  institution  for 
some  years  to  come.  The  full  cost  of  construction  was  $1,685.50, 
being  an  excess  of  $185.50  more  than  the  amount  appropriated 
by  the  Legislature,  which  excess  I  have  paid  out  of  the  proceeds 
of  the  industrial  department. 

The  repairs  embrace  those  of  fences,  drains,  walks,  &c.,  the 
expense  of  which  was  chiefly  paid  from  the  incidental  fund  of 
the  Institution. 

Before  closing  this  report,  I  wish  to  congratulate  your  honor- 
able body  upon  the  good  results  produced  by  the  changes 
inaugurated  by  you  upon  accepting  the  positions  to  which  you 
were  appointed  in  conformity  to  an  act  passed  by  the  last  Legis- 
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lature.  I  feel  coDfident  that  new  and  beneficial  results  will 
follow  each  other  as  our  necessities  shall  demand  changes  during 
your  term  of  office. 

Thanking  you  for  your  cordial  support  and  advice  during  the 
past  year,  this  report  is  respectfully  submitted. 

GEO.  H.  MILLER, 
Superintendent  Kansas  Institution  for  the  Blind. 
Wyandotte,  November  30,  1876. 


PHYSICIAN'S  EEPOET. 


To  the  Board  of  Trustees  Asylum  for  the  Blmd^  Kansas: 

Gentlemen:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report 
for  the  year  1876.  The  sanitary  condition  of  the  buildings  and 
surroundings  is  all  that  can  be  desired,  yet  owing  to  the  unusual 
degree  of  malaria  this  season,  our  pupils,  coming  from  all  parts  of 
the  State,  were  more  or  less  affected  by  this  influence,  in  conse- 
quence of  which,  in  addition  to  the  ordinary  intermittent  fevers, 
we  have  had  several  severe  cases  of  typho-malarial  fever,  all  of 
which  did  well,  however,  except  the  case  of  Mr.  Taylor,  whose 
death  occurred  on  the  16th  day  of  October.  Mr.  Taylor  had, 
during  the  preceding  year,  occupied  the  position  of  master  of 
handicraft,  and  having  been  chosen  by  you  for  the  position,  was 
about  to  assume  the  duties  of  teacher  of  music  for  the  Institution, 
for  which  he  was  well  qualified.  Mr.  Taylor  died  lamented  by  all 
connected  with  the  Institution,  in  full  hopes  of  a  blessed  immor- 
tality.      Respectfully  submitted.      FRED  SPECK,  M.  D. 
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TRUSTEES'  REPORT. 


Office  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  ") 
Institution  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind,  >■ 

Wyandotte,  Kansas.  ) 

To  his  Excellency  Geo.  T.  Anthony,  Governor  of  Kansas  : 

Sir:  Iu  obedience  to  the  statute,  we  respectfully  submit  this, 
the  first  biennial  report  of  the  Institution  for  the  Education  of 
the  Blind. 

The  condition  of  the  school  exhibits  a  healthful  state  of  prog- 
ress, and  the  results  attained  have  richly  repaid  the  State  for  the 
expenditure  in  behalf  of  this  class.  Here  it  is  now  possible  for 
the  State  to  make  an  independent  citizen  out  of  each  blind  child, 
who  will  thus  be  enabled  to  add  to  its  greatness  and  to  its  ad- 
vancement in  the  arts  and  sciences,  instead  of  being  a  clog  upon 
civilization  and  a  tax  upon  prosperity.  Through  the  knowledge 
acquired  in  the  literary  and  industrial  departments,  each  graduate 
is  qualified  to  successfully  grapple  with  the  world  in  the  struggle 
for  life.  Conscious  of  their  ability  to  succeed,  they  go  forth  from 
our  portals  without  any  trepidation,  and  settle  down  to  business  on 
even  terms  with  their  more  highly-favored  neighbors,  who  enjoy 
the  use  of  all  the  senses.  This  is  a  glorious  triumph  for  the  sys- 
tem, and  for  the  Institution. 

Every  school  board  in  the  State  should  be  required,  at  each 
enumeration  of  children,  to  report  the  blind  in  their  respective 
districts  to  the  county  superintendent,  who  should  report  the  same 
to  the  Superintendent  of  the  Institution  for  the  Blind,  simulta- 
neously with  his  report  to  the  State  Superintendent  of  Public 
Instruction.  Upon  the  receipt  of  said  report,  the  Superintendent 
of  the  Institution  should  be  required  to  forward  blank  applica- 
tions to  the  parents  of  such  children,  with  a  notification  that 
unless  a  voluntary  application  for  admission  into  the  school  should 
be  made,  the  provisions  of  the  compulsory -education  law  will 
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be  enforced.  Souud  political  economy  requires  that  they  should 
be  given  this  training,  to  the  end  that  they  may  become  contrib- 
uting members  of  society,  instead  of  useless  consumers  of  the 
fruits  of  the  labor  of  others. 

The  Industrial  Department  has  been  brought  up  to  its  present 
high  standard  through  many  difficulties.  In  1S75,  the  assets  of 
the  department  available  for  reinvestment  amounted  to  about 
$100.  There  was  no  stock  on  baud.  The  important  question  to 
be  settled  was.  How  could  it  be  reorganized,  and  phiced  on  a  self- 
supporting  basis?  The  Superintendent  conceived  the  plan  of 
stimulating  the  pupils  by  compensating  them  for  their  labor. 
The  effect  was  marvelous.  They  became  interested  in  the  depart- 
ment, interested  in  their  work,  and  alive  to  its  importance  to  them. 
The  small  capital  was  invested  and  reinvested.  Some  of  the  older 
male  pupils  whom  the  State  had  supplied  with  clothing,  now  by 
their  industry  purchase  their  own,  and  it  is  possible  by  frugality 
during  their  student  life  to  save  a  sufficient  sum  to  purchase  all 
the  necessary  tools  to  ply  their  vocation  after  they  shall  have 
graduated.  Some  have  already  done  this.  This  system  encour- 
ages industry,  induces  greater  care,  and  prompts  more  earnest 
effort  to  attain  a  high  degree  of  efficiency  in  the  craft;  at  the 
same  time  it  has  been  found  to  largely  increase  the  productive 
capacity  of  the  student.  Two  important  traits  of  character  are 
thus  fostered  and  developed:  industry  and  economy. 

In  addition  to  broom,  brush  and  hat  making,  the  Superintend- 
ent has  been  directed  to  give  instructions  ir^  basket-making,  and 
hereafter  to  make  it  one  of  the  trades  in  this  department.  It  is 
hoped  that  this  will  enlarge  the  field  now  open  to  the  pupils 
of  our  school. 

The  Trustees  have  given  careful  attention  to  the  different  sys- 
tems of  printing  in  vogue  in  the  publication  of  scientific  and 
miscellaneous  books  for  the  blind,  and  take  pleasure  in  indorsing 
what  is  said  by  the  Superintendent  in  favor  of  the  New  York 
Point,  believing  it  to  be  for  all  purposes  superior  to  the  "  line 
letter."  We  earnestly  desire  our  Senators  to  secure  an  amend- 
ment to  the  bill  to  endow  the  American  Printing  House  for  the 
Blind,  now  pending  in  the  United  States  Senate,  that  will  permit 
each  institution  to  draw  its  proportion  of  books  and  '•tangible" 
apparatus  in  whatever  style  of  letter  or  apparatus  the  Superin- 
tendent thereof  may  elect. 
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We  concur  in  the  request  made  by  the  Superintendent  for  an 
appropriation  of  $2,500,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  hospital 
building.  An  imperative  necessity  requires  it.  The  health  of 
the  students,  as  well  as  the  success  of  the  school,  demands  that 
the  sick  should  be  separated  from  those  in  good  health,  and  re- 
moved to  a  place  of  quiet.  Interruptions  have  occurred  in  the 
regular  exercises  of  the  school  because  of  the  inability  to  do  this, 
and  doubtless  will  in  the  future,  unless  this  appropriation  shall 
be  made.  The  further  sum  of  '$500  should  be  appropriated  to 
furnish  the  hospital  now  asked  for. 

The  estimates  for  the  current  expenses  of  the  Institution  for 
the  fiscal  years  ending  respectively  June  30,  1880,  and  1881 — 
$13,513  and  $13,903  —  an  itemized  statement  of  which  will  be 
found  in  the  Superintendent's  report,  have  been  carefully  made, 
and  cannot  be  reduced  without  injury  to  the  school  by  diminish- 
ing the  length  of  the  school  year.  It  will  appear  from  the  sub- 
joined comparative  exhibit  of  the  cost  of  similar  institutions  in 
sister  States,  that  prudence  and  frugality  have  prevailed  in  the 
administration  of  the  various  departments  of  our  Institution. 
This  statement  gives  the  average  number  of  pupils  in  attendance 
during  the  year,  and  the  cost  2^er  capita: 

No.  pupils.  Cost. 

New  York   185       S38o  25 

California   30         861  11 

Wisconsin   76         243  42 

Maryland....,   56         442  36 

Georgia   54         238  26 

Kentucky   80         316  15 

Pennsylvania   207         433  83 

Indiana   100         322  08 

Ohio   140         262  90 

Kansas   41         225  19 

"When  remembered  that  it  will  cost  no  more  to  provide  super- 
intendence, instruction,  lights,  fuel,  &c.,  for  an  institution  with 
100  pupils  than  it  does  an  institution  with  41,  it  will  be  readily 
seen  that  the^er  capita  in  this  institution  for  the  blind  falls  be- 
low all  others  of  like  character  in  the  United  States. 

We  have  the  pleasure  to  return  to  the  treasury  a  small  amount 
of  the  last  appropriation,  unexpended.  We  realize  the  fact  that 
experience  is  the  great  factor  in  the  successful  management  of 
this  and  kindred  institutions.  Development  is  the  natural  or- 
der, and  with  the  flight  of  time  and  sedulous  effort  come  efii- 
ciency  and  success.    This  is  noticeable  in  every  branch,  from 
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the  Master  of  Handicraft  and  the  Teachers  in  the  Literary  De- 
partment, up  to  the  Superintendent.  The  views  of  all  are  en- 
larged, and  their  perception  of  the  advantages  of  some  and  the 
disadvantages  of  other  methods,  and  the  needs  of  their  school 
and  pupils,  is  quickened  almost  daily  by  their  labors  and  asso- 
ciations. It  is  a  noble  work  and  a  serious  one,  requiring  the 
exercise  of  the  highest  virtues,  and  those  who  have  dedicated 
themselves  thereto  should  enlist  for  life  —  then  they  may  become 
literally  eyes  to  them  that  see  not. 

We  desire  to  express  our  great  gratification  at  the  substantial 
advancement  which  has  been  made  by  the  pupils  of  this  Insti- 
tution, to  the  Superintendent  and  his  faithful  coadjutors,  the 
Misses  May  Miller,  Mary  Lilly  and  Ella  L.  Houser,  of  the  Lit- 
erary, and  to  Mr.  Jacob  Mays,  of  the  Musical  Department,  and 
to  Mr.  S.  S.  Moore,  Master  of  Handicraft;  and  we  extend  our 
thanks  to  Mrs.  Julia  Miller  for  her  unremitting  efforts,  as  Mat- 
ron, to  promote  the  health,  comfort  and  welfare  of  all,  and  to 
guard  the  interests  of  the  State. 

For  a  detailed  and  complete  statement  of  the  operations  of 
the  Institution,  and  the  financial  condition  of  the  Industrial 
Department,  and  for  a  knowledge  of  the  requirements  of  the 
Institution,  you  are  respectfully  referred  to  the  report  of  the 
Superintendent,  herewith  published.  We  also  transmit  herewith 
the  reports  of  the  Physician  and  Treasurer. 

(Signed)  E.  KNOWLES, 

C.  E.  FAULKNER, 
A.  T.  SHARPE, 
J.  L.  WEVER, 
THOS.  T.  TAYLOR, 

Trustees, 
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TEEASUREE'S  EEPOET. 


To  the  Hon.  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Kansas  Institution  for  the 
Education  of  the  Blind: 
Gentlemen:  The  following  is  a  report  of  the  receipts  and 
expenditures  of  this  Institution  for  one  year  and  seven  months  — 
from  December  1,  1876,  to  July  1, 1878: 

FROM  DEC.  1,  1876,  TO  JULY  1,  1877. 

RECEIPTS. 

To  cash  on  hand  December  1, 1876...   $2  82 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer   7,130  50 

Total   S7,133  32 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

By  cash  paid  current  expenses  on  orders  Nos.  1  to  13,  inclusive   $3,729  88 

By  cash  paid  current  expenses  on  orders  (new  series)  Nos.  1  to  14,  inclusive...  3,400  62 
By  cash  on  hand   2  82 


Total   $7,133  32 

FROM  JULY  1,  1877,  TO  MARCH  1,  1878. 

RECEIPTS. 

To  cash  on  hand  July  1,  1877   $2  82 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer   7,144  44 

Total   $7,147  26 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

By  cash  paid  current  expenses  for  July  and  August   $1,403  50 

By  cash  paid  current  expenses  for  September   832  04 

By  cash  paid  current  expenses  for  October   1,005  44 

By  cash  paid  current  expenses  for  November   1, 056  33 

By  cash  paid  current  expenses  for  December   899  19 

By  cash  paid  postage  stamps   2  82 

By  cash  paid  current  expenses  for  January   1,187  83 

By  cash  paid  current  expenses  for  February   760  11 


Total   $7,147  26 

FROM  MARCH  1,  TO  JULY  1,  1878. 

RECEIPTS. 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer   $3,032  44 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

By  cash  paid  current  expenses  for  March   $850  92 

By  cash'paid  current  expenses  for  April   761  40 

By  cash  paid  current  expenses  for  May   898  71 

By  cash  paid  current  expenses  for  June   521  41 


Total   $3,032  44 

Respectfully  submitted. 

A.  T.  SHARPE,  Treasurer. 

June  30,  1878. 
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SUPERINTENDENT'S  REPORT. 


To  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Kansas  Institution  for  the  Ed- 
ucation of  the  Blind: 

Gentlemen:  It  becomes  my  duty  to  submit  this,  our  tenth 
report.  Heretofore  it  has  been  customary  to  submit  an  annual 
report,  but  owing  to  the  adoption  of  amendments  to  our  State 
laws,  our  reports  will  hereafter  be  biennial,  this  being  the  first, 
showing  the  workings  of  the  Institution  for  the  past  two  years. 

At  the  close  of  the  term  ending  June  7,  1877,  it  was  found 
necessary,  on  account  of  the  failing  health  of  Miss  C.  C.  Lilly,  to 
make  a  change  in  her  department,  which  was  filled  by  the  ap- 
pointment of  Miss  May  Miller,  a  former^teacher  of  this  Institu- 
tion/ with  whose  qualifications  as  a  literary  teacher  you  are 
thoroughly  familiar.  So  uniform  has  been  the  work,  and  so 
cheerfully  entered  into  by  those  in  charge  of  the  various  depart- 
ments, that  further  changes  have  not  been  found  necessary. 


NUMBER  OF  PUPILS  IN  ATTENDANCE. 

Whole  number  of  pupils  enrolled  since  my  last  report   51 

Number  in  attendance  at  term  ending  June  7,  1877   4& 

Average  attendance  term  ending  June  7,  1877    42 

Number  in  attendance  at  term  ending  June  7,  1878   45 

Average  attendance  at  term  ending  June  7,  1878   41 

Number  graduating  June  7,  1877  •   2 

Number  leaving  for  various  causes  before  the  close  of  term,  June  7, 
1877   4 

Total   6 

Number  graduating  June  7,  1878   1 

Number  leaving  for  various  causes  before  the  close  of  term,  June  7, 
1878   4 

Total   5 


FIRST  BIKNNIAL  REPORT. 


CATALOGUE  OF  PUPILS. 
The  names  of  the  pupils  enrolled,  including  their  places  of 
residence,  post-office  address,  and  county,  are  as  follows: 


Names. 


Males. 

J.  H.  Dawson  

Francis  L.  Friend  

W.  E.  Young  

Walter  K.  Hubbert  

Williara  Plowman  

Charles  Masterson  

Louis  C.  Jackson  

J.  W.  Janes  

Riley  Walker  

Charles  Reach  

Charles  F.  Messengale. 

John  H.  Reynolds  

Fred.  Willard  

John  W.  Plummer  

Albert  A.  Adams  

Willie  Robinson  

(t.  F.  Lucas  

L  N.  Albin  

Elijah  Drake....  

H.  Cone  

H.  V.  Hull  

John  Hughs  

Geo.  H.  Blain  

Geo.  W.  Sheets  

Samuel  Guss  

B.  V.  Hodgeson  

Fkmales 

Lillie  B.  McKnight  

Maria  J.  Cowan   

Martha  A.  Young   

Julia  M.  Gilliand  

Ellen  E.  Moore  

Martha  A.  Lusk  

Mary  R.  Waymire  

Jane  A.  Justus  

Martha  A.  Neill  

Isabel  Stilwell  

Ada  Brown  

C.  M.  Kennedy  ..;  

Montah  E.  Brooks  

Anna  G.  Brooks  

A.  M.  E.  Hoiineymann 

Lizzie  M.  Tibbetts  

Medora  Ambrose  

Virginia  A.  Culp  

Minnie  Ellis  

M.  F.  King  

M-  E.  Scribner  

Eldora  Piumuier  

Katie  N.  Hutchins  

Rosa  Smith  


Independence. 

Paola  

Paola  

Leavenworth  

Leavenworth  

Leavenworth  

Waraego  

Olathe  

Olathe  

Wyandotte  

Wyandotte  

James's  Crossing  

Concordia  

Mound  Valley.,  

Montana  

Atchison  

Kansas  City,  Kansas. 

Sherman  City  

Sherman  City  

Fredonia  

Smith  Center  

Arvonia  

Atchison  

Austin  

Cato  

Manhattan  


Independence., 
ludependence.. 

Paola  

Wyandotte  

Leavenworth.... 

Centerville  

Mound  City  

Prescott  

Baxter  Springs. 

Eureka  

Fame  

Newton  

Newton  


Counties. 


Montgomery. 

Miami. 

Miami. 

Leavenworth. 

Leavenworth. 

Leavenworth. 

Pottawatomie. 

Johnson. 

Johnson. 

Wyandotte. 

Wyandotte. 

Jackson, 

Cloud. 

Labette. 

Labette. 

Atchison. 

Wyandotte. 

Cherokee. 

Cherokee. 

Wilson. 

Smith. 

Osage. 

Atchison. 

Neosho. 

Crawford. 

Pottawatomie. 


Montgomery. 

Montgomery. 

Miami. 

Wyandotte. 

Leavenworth. 

Linn. 

Linn. 

Linn. 

Cherokee. 

Greenwood. 

Greenwood. 

Harvey. 

Harvey. 


Newton  I  Harvey 


Seneca 

Oswego  

Lane  

Atchison  

Empire  

Stanton   

Barnsville  

Mound  Valley. 
Independence. 
Lawrence  , 


Nemaha. 
Labette. 
Franklin. 
Atchison. 
Cherokee. 
Miami. 
Bourbon. 
Labette. 
Montgomery. 
Douglas. 
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ESTIMATES  FOR  1880  AND  1881. 
The  estimates  for  the  support  of  the  Institution  for  the  next 
two  years,  after  a  careful  calculation,  based  upon  an  increase  of 
twenty  per  cent,  in  pupils,  are  as  follows: 

ESTIMATES  FOR  YEARS  ENDING  JUNE  30,  1880,  AND  1881. 


For  what  purpose. 


Medical  attendance  

Salary  of  Superintendent., 
Salary  of  Matron  


Pay  of  employes  

Pay  of  Chaplain  

Furnituge  and  bedding  

Painting  and  repairs  , 

Fuel  and  lights  

Pupils'  clothing  

School  furniture  

Books  and  papers    

Feed  for  stock  

Contingent  fund  

For  horse  and  harness  , 

For  Industrial  Department. 


Total   $13,513  00 


$4,440  00 

$4,  810  00 

240  00 

260  00 

1,000  00 

1,000  00 

450  00 

450  00 

2,500  00 

2,500  00 

1,375  00 

1,  375  00 

108  00 

108  00 

500  00 

500  00 

300  00 

300  00 

600  00 

600  00 

225  00 

275  00 

75  00 

100  00 

400  00 

450  00 

200  00 

200  00 

200  00 

200  00 

125  00 

775  00 

775  00 

$13,513  00 

$13,903  00 

STUDIES  PURSUED. 

In  the  Literary  Department,  instruction  has  been  given  in  the 
following  branches:  Reading  in  Boston  Type,  reading  in  New 
York  Point,  writing  in  New  York  Point,  writing  with  grooved 
cards.  Arithmetic,  United  States  History,  Geography,  Grammar, 
Modern  History,  Spelling,  Elocution,  Literature,  Geology,  Ento- 
mology, and  Algebra. 

The  advancement  made  in  this  department  during  the  past 
term  has  no  precedent  in  the  history  of  this  Institution;  the  ex- 
amination at  the  close  of  the  term  showing  a  much  higher  per- 
centage than  ever  reached  before  in  the  various  departments. 
This  fact  I  attribute  to  the  free  use  of  the  New  York  Point  Tablet 
in  the  class  exercise.  At  the  commencement  of  the  last  term,  we 
introduced  for  the  first  time  the  use  of  the  New  York  Point  Tab- 
let; thus  enabling  the  pupils  to  sketch  in  full  or  outline  the  sub- 
ject-matter given  by  the  teacher,  in  place  of  depending  entirely 
on  the  memory.  By  its  use,  under  the  direction  of  the  teacher, 
the  pupil  prepares  a  synopsis  of  each  lesson,  which,  if  preserved, 
becomes  a  valuable  text-book  for  future  reference.  This  trial 
has  been  so  successful  the  past  term,  that  it  will  be  enlarged  upon 
in  the  future,  and  adopted  in  every  branch  of  study  where  it  is 
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practicable.  In  the  past,  we  have  used  iu  classes  the  embossed 
or  line  letter,  (better  known  as  "Boston  Type,")  with  such  poor 
results  that  we  shall  entirely  discard  it  in  the  future,  and  use  iu 
its  place  the  "New  York  Point"  letter.  Our  reason  fordoing 
so  is,  the  embossed  letter  is  one  the  pupil  has  no  power  to  form 
or  change;  the  great  similarity  of  the  letters  renders  it  extremely 
difficult  for  pupils  to  learn.  Admitting  that  they  can  learn  to 
read  it  after  months  and  perhaps  years  of  paCient  toil,  they  can- 
not communicate  a  thought  to  each  other,  when  separated,  as 
they  have  no  power  to  form  a  letter.  It  is  as  desirable  for  the 
blind  as  for  those  who  see,  to  have  a  system  which  they  can 
write  and  afterwards  read,  for  correspondence  and  class  work. 
This  is  indispensable.  The  New  York  Point  meets  this  need  — 
the  raised  letter  entirely  fails.  The  New  York  Point  is  far  more 
easily  learned,  being  more  tangible  than  the  raised  letter.  Nine 
out  of  ten  pupils  who  have  learned  to  read  the  raised  letter 
readily,  as  soon  as  they  commence  to  learn  a  trade,  where  the 
palms  of  the  fingers  become  a  little  hardened,  can  scarcely  read 
a  letter;  while  those  who  attempt  to  read  it  and  learn  a  trade  at 
the  same  time,  find  it  impossible  to  learn  to  read  the  raised  letter, 
while  all  can  learn  to  read  the  New  York  Point  easily  while 
learning  a  trade. 

By  the  publication  of  books  for  the  use  of  the  blind  in  raised 
letters  exclusively,  a  large  class  of  intelligent  and  industrious 
blind  persons  receive  no  benefit.  The  raised  letter  can  generally 
be  read  by  those  whose  condition  or  occupation  in  life  does  not 
impair  their  delicacy  of  touch.  But  for  the  sake  of  a  large  ma- 
jority of  the  blind  who  work  with  their  hands,  and  to  whom  the 
system  of  raised  letters  is  wholly  useless,  we  trust  if  the  appro- 
priation now  pending  be  made  by  Congress  to  endow  a  printing 
house  for  the  blind  with  a  subsidy  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars,  as  asked  for  by  the  Association  of  Superintendents 
at  their  biennial  session  in  Philadelphia,  August,  1876,  shall  be- 
come a  law,  it  may  be  so  amended  before  passing  the  Senate  that 
it  will  benefit  every  blind  person,  as  well  as  every  blind  institution 
in  the  land.  The  law  should  compel  those  having  the  publishing 
house  for  the  blind  in  charge,  to  expend  at  least  one-half  of  such 
appropriation  for  printing  books  in  New  York  Point  letter. 

While  doubtless  I  shall  be  severely  criticised  by  our  friends 
of  some  of  the  institutions  of  the  older  States,  for  opposing  this 
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scheme,  I  feel  it  a  duty  I  owe  to  those  under  my  charge  to  recom- 
mend a  remedy  for  this  evil.  I  had  hoped  to  see  some  of  the 
older  and  larger  institutions  interpose  an  objection  to  what  ap- 
pears to  be  a  growing  monopoly.  Our  necessities  demand  that 
we  should  take  some  action  in  the  matter,  as  we  are  compelled 
to  manufacture  our  own  text-books  in  the  New  York  Point  system 
at  a  heavy  expense,  in  order  to  avail  ourselves  of  the  advantages 
they  offer,  as  the  publishing  house  for  the  blind  does  not  find  it 
to  its  advantage  to  manufacture  them. 

To  illustrate  the  utility  of  the  New  York  Point  letter,  a -pupil 
of  this  Institution  may  take  his  tablet,  and  print  a  letter  to  one 
not  in  the  least  familiar  with  the  system,  and  by  simply  inclosing 
the  following  alphabet,  it  can  be  readily  deciphered  by  the  one 
receiving  it : 

a  b  c  d  e  f  g  hijklmnop  q  r  s  t  u  v  w  x  y  z 
»*  *»»        •  •••    ,      t  ***  ***  •**      **•     t*        ***••*  *** 

INDUSTRIAL  EDUCATION. 

As  I  devoted  considerable  space  in  the  eighth  and  ninth  annual 
reports,  showing  the  advantages  to  be  derived  by  the  blind  from 
an  industrial  education,  and  recognizing  the  fact  that  it  is  looked 
upon  by  the  Trustees  of  this  Institution  as  one  of  the  permanent 
branches  of  education — receiving,  as  it  does,  your  careful  at- 
tention—  it  will  hardly  be  necessary  for  me  to  refer  to  it,  further 
than  to  detail  its  workings,  and  the  difficulties  under  which  we 
have  been  compelled  to  labor.  Up  to  the  present  time,  this  de- 
partment has  received  no  direct  aid  from  the  State.  When  I 
assumed  control  of  this  Institution,  in  1875,  my  predecessor  left 
at  my  disposal,  in  stock  and  bills  receivable,  net  assets  to  the 
amount  of  $199.65,  nearly  one-half  of  which  amount  was  needed 
for  repairs  and  purchase  of  machinery,  leaving  about  one  hun- 
dred dollars  for  the  purchase  of  stock  with  which  to  operate  the 
department  the  ensuing  year. 

Owing  to  the  market  supply  being  nearly  equal  to  the  demand 
in  this  particular  branch  of  industry,  at  certain  seasons,  it  is 
necessary  for  us  to  store  the  bulk  of  our  manufactured  stock 
until  the  summer  months,  when  the  demand  nearly  always  ex- 
ceeds the  supply.  During  this  time  the  boys  must  be  paid  for 
their  labor,  the  material  of  which  the  brooms  and  brushes  are 
made  must  be  paid  for  —  and  all  must  be  done  without  a  bank 
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account.  lu  order  to  do  this,  I  have  found  it  necessary  to  be- 
come personally  responsible,  at  times,  to  the  amount  of  from 
thjee  to  five  hundred  dollars,  until  the  manufactured  stock  could 
be  sold,  and  the  proceeds  collected,  to  liquidate  the  indebtedness 
of  the  department. 

Notwithstanding  all  these  embarrassments,  we  have  been  able 
to  keep  the  industrial  department  in  a  healthy  condition,  as  a 
glance  at  the  following  exhibit  of  assets  will  show: 


ASSETS. 

Brooms  on  hand   $562  00 

Brushes  on  hand   59  61 

Raw  material  on  hand   45  00 

Handles,  wire,  twine,  etc.,  on  hand   78  72 

Bills  receivable   212  35 

Tools  and  machinery   220  70 

Total   11,179  38 

LIABILITIES. 

Bills  payable   $363  43 

Leaving  assets  over  liabilities   $815  95 


We  find  the  net  proceeds  from  the  Industrial  Department  to  be 
eight  hundred  and  fifteen  dollars  and  ninety-five  cents.  During 
this  time  six  boys  have  finished  their  trades  and  left  the  Institu- 
tion—  three  with  the  term  ending  June  7,  1877,  and  three  with 
the  term  ending  June  7,  1878.  It  is  particularly  gratifying  to 
me,  to  be  able  to  report  to  you  that  two  of  those  wdio  finished 
last  year  are  employed  for  themselves,  and  are  doing  well ;  one 
of  whom,  W.  K.  Hubbert,  is  located  at  San  Francisco,  Cal. ;  the 
other,  W.  A.  Plowman,  is  at  Leavenworth,  Kansas.  The  latter 
informs  me  that  he  is  earning  from  $10  to  $12  per  week.  Two 
of  those  who  finished  the  year  just  closed,  by  their  economy  and 
industry,  have  been  able  to  save  enough  from  the  money  paid  for 
their  labor  in  this  department,  to  purchase  for  themselves  a  com- 
plete set  of  tools  for  broom-making,  at  a  cost  of  $47  each,  and 
have  located  as  follows:  one  at  James's  Crossing,  Jackson  county; 
the  other  at  Kansas  City,  Kansas,  Wyandotte  county.  From  the 
energy  and  good  habits  displayed  while  in  attendance  at  this  In- 
stitution, I  am  confident  that  they  will  succeed  in  providing  for 
themselves  the  comforts  of  life.  Their  places  in  the  department 
will  be  filled  by  new  beginners  the  coming  term. 

The  experiment  of  hat -braiding,  for  the  girls,  is  only  in  its 
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infancy;  many  difficulties  have  had  to  be  overcome.  The  past 
term  they  made  a  trifle  over  two  hundred  hats,  for  which  we 
readily  found  a  sale.  As  soon  as  we  can  braid  and  press  a  hat 
uniformly  in  shape,  which  we  are  fast  accomplishing,  we  shall 
have  fully  settled  the  perplexing  question,  "What  shall  we  do 
for  the  benefit  of  the  girls?"  Some  of  them  can  finish  a  hat  in 
five  hours,  and  with  another  term's  practice,  will  do  it  in  much 
less  time. 

THE  MUSICAL  EDUCATION  OF  THE  BLIND. 

This  department  has  received  its  share  of  attention.  Since 
our  last  report,  it  has  been  under  the  immediate  supervision  of 
Prof  Jacob  Mays,  whose  untiring  eflTorts  have  placed  it  in  a 
position  to  benefit  those  w^ho  seek  its  advantages.  The  blind 
have  been  popularly  associated  with  music  from  remote  ages.  It 
was  so  even  prior  to  the  dawn  of  history,  "as  is  proven  by  recent 
discoveries  in  Egypt,  for  the  figure  of  a  blind  man  with  a  musi- 
cal instrument,  carved  in  stone,  may  be  seen  in  one  of  the  sub- 
terranean temples."  From  what  has  already  been  accomplished, 
I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  blind  can  excel,  and  in  fact  become 
expert,  in  vocal  and  instrumental  music,  as  performers  and  musi- 
cians, if  they  can  fully  overcome  the  technical  difficulties  which 
so  often  render  them  unfit  to  perform  even  the  most  simple  writ- 
ten music  for  the  piano.  In  order  to  do  this,  the  young  beginner 
must  be  encouraged  as  well  as  taught  in  this  particular  branch  of 
study.  Often  a  word  of  encouragement  from  older  and  more 
advanced  pupils  is  of  immense  benefit.  I  remember  of  one  in- 
stance where  a  pupil  had  labored  hard  for  several  days  to  learn 
the  scale,  and  had  been  rewarded  with  success,  to  become  com- 
pletely discouraged,  and  finally  to  discontinue  the  study  of 
music,  through  an  unguarded  remark  of  an  advanced  pupiL 
The  selection  of  pupils  for  musical  instruction  is  a  responsible 
duty,  which  should  be  exercised  with  marked  care.  The  future 
success  of  the  pupil  will  largely  depend  upon  the  course  which 
the  instructor  or  musical  director  shall  mark  out  for  him.  Al- 
though the  blind  pupil  may  possess  all  the  natural  taste  for  music 
that  his  seeing  brother  does,  yet  he  is  placed  at  an  extreme  dis- 
advantage unless  nature  has  especially  endowed  him.  Nothing 
but  the  closest  application  and  exercise  of  that  cardinal  virtue, 
patience,  will  cause  him  to  excel  in  this  branch  of  instruction. 

While  there  are  so  few  avenues  of  industry  open  to  the  blind, 
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we  feel  it  incumbent  upon  us  to  watch  closely  for  and  encourage 
every  indication  of  natural  talent.  I  am  well  aware  that  this 
subject  has  received  the  most  careful  and  earnest  attention  of 
superintendents  of  the  most  of  our  institutions,  still  I  am  led  to 
believe  that  in  many  cases  the  efficiency  of  the  musical  depart- 
ments of  some  of  our  institutions  is  greatly  impaired  by  reason 
of  trying  to  accomplish  too  much  in  organizing  orchestral,  string 
and  other  bands  of  music,  for  profit  and  amusement.  We  have 
strenuously  guarded  against  falling  into  this  error,  fully  believ- 
ing that  we  could  render  the  greatest  amount  of  good  to  the 
largest  number  of  pupils  by  giving  instruction  only  in  those 
branches  upon  which  they  must  chiefly  depend  for  their  support 
in  after-life. 

MORE  ROOM  WANTED. 

The  rapid  growth  and  increase  in  the  population  of  our  young 
and  prosperous  State,  brings,  as  a  natural  result,  a  relative  in- 
crease of  pupils  to  be  provided  for  by  this  Institution.  In  all 
probability,  before  the  close  of  the  next  fiscal  year,  we  shall  be 
called  upon  to  furnish  room  for  at  least  sixty-five  pupils,  who  will 
have  claims  upon  this  Institution  for  an  education.  From  a  care- 
ful inquiry,  I  find  that  on  March  15th,  1878,  there  were  in  the 
State,  forty-three  blind  children  of  school  age,  not  in  attendance 
at  this  school.  Our  utmost  capacity  is  not  more  than  fifty,  and 
in  order  to  accommodate  this  number,  they  must  be  equally 
divided  as  to  sex. 

Although  I  believe  you  came  to  the  conclusion  at  your  last 
meeting  not  to  call  upon  the  Legislature  for  an  appropriation  for 
building  purposes,  yet  I  think  it  imperative  that  we  should  erect 
a  building,  at  an  expense  of  $2,500;  the  lower  part  to  be  used 
for  hospital  purposes,  with  a  basement  where  food  can  be  cooked 
for  the  invalids  when  required;  the  third  story  to  be  used  as  a 
dormitory,  when  necessity  requires  its  use.  With  our  present 
conveniences  for  the  sick,  if  a  pupil  is  prostrated  with  any  nervous 
complaint,  the  exercises  in  the  musical  department  must  be  sus- 
pended entirely  or  in  part  for  days,  on  account  of  the  nervousness 
of  the  sick  pupil.  This  inconvenience  has  been  seriously  felt, 
especially  during  1877,  in  which  case  the  musical  department 
was  suspended  entirely  for  one  or  two  weeks  on  several  occasions. 
Added  to  this  difficulty,  situated  as  we  are,  contiguous  to  large 
cities  and  the  railroad  center  of  the  West,  the  pupils,  as  they  go 
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to  and  from  the  Institutiou,  are  often  exposed  to  contagious  dis- 
eases; consequently,  an  airy,  well-heated  and  ventilated  building 
should  be  furnished  to  the  sick,  where  they  can  be  entirely  sepa- 
rated from  the  other  pupils,  and  where  they  may  receive  the 
proper  medical  attendance,  and  thus  not  subject  others  of  the 
household  to  inconvenience  or  danger. 

THE  PROBLEM  OF  THE  EDUCATION  OF  THE  BLIND. 

I  desire  to  refer  briefly  to  the  peculiarly  complex  and  compre- 
hensive problem  involved  in  the  education  of  the  blind.  The 
general  tendency  of  the  age,  in  matters  educational,  is  to  the 
division  of  labor  schools  for  special  training,  and  to  multiply 
year  by  year.  The  very  babe  has  his  school.  Home  training 
and  influence  are  no  longer  sufficient  for  him.  He  is  put  into 
the  little  democracy  of  the  kindergarten,  conducted  by  cultured 
and  trained  teachers,  while  he  is  yet  an  infant.  Thence  he  goes 
on  through  primary,  intermediate,  grammar  and  high  school  — 
through  college,  and,  lastly,  the  professional  school,  before  he  is 
considered  an  educated  man.  In  the  home,  Sunday  school,  and 
the  church  he  receives  the  discipline  which  fits  him  for  the  social, 
moral  and  spiritual  duties  of  life. 

This  Institution  is  the  only  school  the  blind  child  has  in  the 
State.  There  is  no  kindergarten  for  him,  no  graded  schools  near 
his  home,  where  he  can  be  taught  at  home,  getting  the  better  part 
of  his  education  in  the'  charmed  home  circle.  For  the  blind 
young  man  or  woman  we  have  no  colleges,  no  industrial,  no  nor- 
mal schools;  no  opportunities  for  school  training  in  any  profes- 
sion or  industry,  except  such  as  we  can  give  them  here.  The 
number  of  blind  is  relatively  so  small,  that  it  will  be  many  years 
before  they  can  be  separated  into  graded  schools,  and  taught 
something  like  the  same  method  used  with  other  children.  The 
day  is  coming  —  I  think  I  see  the  signs  of  its  rising  now  —  when 
the  blind  children  of  our  State  will  have  a  whole  beautiful  vil- 
lage dedicated  to  the  wants  of  their  education.  It  will  consist 
of  cottage  homes,  all  well  warmed,  lighted  and  ventilated.  Into 
these  homes  the  children  will  be  gathered  in  family  groups,  each 
family  under  the  care  and  direction  of  a  wise  school-mother.  On 
one  side  of  the  village  green  will  be  placed  the  kindergarten, 
with  all  the  apparatus  which  a  second  wiser  Frobel  will  invent 
for  its  furnishment ;  primary,  intermediate  and  grammar-school 
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houses,  each  with  its  luiiple  play-grounds  and  workshops,  each 
occupying  separate  blocks;  and,  lastly,  the  high-school  house 
will  rear  its  towers.  In  it  the  blind  pupil  of  that  favored  day 
will  be  either  fitted  to  enter  the  great  national  university  for  the 
blind,  which  will  then  be  in  successful  operation,  or  be  prepared 
by  suitable  discipline  to  enter  at  once  upon  the  practical  duties 
of  life.  But  the  "good  time  coming"  is  not  yet  here.  Mean- 
while, our  school  has  to  do  all  the  work  from  kindergarten  to 
high  school  and  conservatory  of  music;  has  to  be  the  home, 
Bible  school,  workshop  and  society  —  a  little  world,  in  short,  to 
our  own  pupils.  It  is  not  pretended  that  at  this  Institution, 
weak  as  it  is,  all  is  done  for  the  pupils  that  ought  to  be  done. 
Three  things  we  aim  to  accomplish:  1st.  To  thoroughly  ground 
all  our  graduates  in  the  elements  of  an  English  common-school 
education,  and  to  give  them  a  fair  knowledge  of  history,  litera- 
ture, and  the  constitution  and  government  of  our  country. 
2d.  We  aim  to  prepare  every  one  who  goes  out  from  our  school 
into  life  to  earn  his  own  living.  Of  this,  the  industrial  branch 
of  our  school  course,  I  have  spoken  in  this  and  former  reports, 
and  it  will  not  be  necessary  for  me  to  repeat  what  I  then  said. 
3d.  We  aim,  lastly,  to  so  form  the  social  habits  and  the  moral 
and  spiritual  characters  of  our  pupils,  that  they  may  exhibit  the 
graces  of  good  breeding  in  their  social  intercourse,  always  to  be 
animated  by  the  spirit  of  good  citizenship,  and  always  to  live 
with  reference  to  eternity.  The  social  training  and  the  moral 
culture  imparted  is  mainly  by  the  home  character  of  the  school. 
Our  constant  aim  has  been,  and  will  be,  to  secure  to  our  pupils 
all  the  advantages  of  a  refined,  intelligent  and  Christian  home. 
The  moral  and  spiritual  instruction  given  is  not  dogmatic  in 
character,  but  familiar.  A  home  feature  is  given  to  the  school 
by  the  very  necessities  of  the  case. 

Many  of  the  pupils  are  mere  children  in  age  and  development. 
They  appeal  with  peculiar  and  resistless  power  to  the  parental 
elements  of  character  in  Superintendent,  Matron  and  teachers. 
Their  child-wants  are  not  to  be  denied.  The  teacher  soon  finds 
her  heart,  as  w^ell  as  her  thoughts,  going  out  to  meet  the  wants 
of  her  pupils.  The  Matron  and  teacher  take  the  mother's  place, 
as  far  as  it  is  possible  for  them  to  do  so.  By  evolution  and 
growth,  the  me7'e  school  becomes  a  family  school,  not  by  mere 
figure  of  speech,  but  of  a  truth.  This  home  character  of  the 
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school,  while  it  is  vitally  important  to  the  pupils,  makes  the  duties 
of  the  teachers  and  officers  peculiarly  exhausting.  Our  teachers 
know  no  respite  from  care,  from  the  beginning  to  the  ending  of 
the  school  year.  Although  their  duties  are  so  exacting,  each  has 
cheerfully  done  all  to  make  the  Institution  a  home  of  earnest 
industry,  contentment  and  purity  —  a  nursery  of  strong  and 
righteous  character. 

TERMS  OF  ADMISSION,  ETC. 

1.  All  blind  persons  residing  in  the  State  of  Kansas,  between, 
the  ages  of  ten  and  twenty-one  years,  who  are  not  incapacitated 
by  physical,  mental  or  moral  infirmity  for  useful  instruction, 
shall  be  considered  eligible  as  pupils  of  the  Institution;  but  no 
one  whose  age  does  not  come  within  the  limits  above  prescribed 
shall  be  received  or  retained  in  the  Institution,  except  in  peculiar 
cases,  and  then  only  by  action  of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 

2.  The  Superintendent  shall  have  authority  to  admit  applicants 
who  come  within  the  prescribed  rules,  but  shall  refer  all  other 
cases  to  the  Board. 

3.  Pupils  may  be  suspended  and  returned  to  their  homes  by 
the  Superintendent,  when,  in  his  judgment,  it  is  necessary  to 
maintain  discipline  or  promote  the  health  of  the  school;  but  his 
action  in  all  cases  of  suspension  must  be  reported  to  the  Board, 
for  final  adjustment,  at  their  next  meeting. 

4.  All  regular  pupils  shall  be  required  to  be  in  attendance  at  •  • 
the  Institution  at  the  commencement  of  each  session,  and  to  re- 
main until  the  close  of  the  same,  unless  prevented  by  sickness  or 
some  other  exigency,  which,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Superintend- 
ent, shall  be  deemed  a  sufficient  cause  for  a  leave  of  absence. 

SUGGESTIONS  TO  PARENTS. 

Application  for  admission  should  be  addressed  to  the  Super- 
intendent of  the  Kansas  Institution  for  the  Blind,  Wyandotte. 
Kansas.  Parents  and  guardians  must  provide  their  children 
with  good  and  suitable  clothing  to  last  them  for  nine  months, 
which  should  be  marked  in  plain  and  legible  hand,  in  order  to 
prevent  loss.  They  should  also  provide  them  with  sufficient 
money  to  defray  traveling  expenses  to  and  from  the  Institution. 

All  boxes  or  packages  sent  to  pupils  by  express,  or  as  freight, 
should  be  directed  in  care  of  the  Institution  for  the  Blind,  with 
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charges  prepaid.  When  writing  to  pupils,  if  directed  in  care  of 
Kansas  Institution  for  Education  of  the  Blind,  it  will  insure  a 
speedy  delivery. 

rp:patrs. 

From  the  allowance  made  by  the  Legislature  at  its  last  session, 
we  have  been  able  to  make  some  very  necessary  repairs  —  that  of 
painting  the  exposed  wood  and  tin  work  of  the  main  building, 
laying  of  some  new  walks,  rebuilding  the  barn,  etc.  Still  there 
are  many  repairs  which  demand  our  immediate  attention:  among 
which  are  the  substituting  of  a  new  cooking  range  in  the  place  of 
the  old  stove,  which  has  become  useless;  also,  a  new  furnace  for 
heating  the  house,  the  old  one  having  become  broken.  There  is 
danger  connected  with  its  use  another  winter.  There  should  be 
a  new  out-house  erected  before  another  term  commences.  Our 
repair  fund  is  hardly  sufficient  to  admit  of  these  much -needed 
improvements. 

THANKS  TO  OUR  RAILROADS. 

The  pupils,  through  me,  wish  to  return  thanks  to  the  various 
railroad  companies  and  their  gentlemanly  superintendents,  for 
passes  so  generously  furnished  by  them  during  the  past  terms, 
for,  without  their  timely  aid,  some  at  least  would  have  been 
obliged  to  stay  away  from  school. 

Maj.  B.  S.  Henning,  Missouri  River,  Fort  Scott  &  Gulf  R.  R. 

Maj.  B.  S.  Henning,  Leavenworth,  Lawrence  &  Galveston  R.  R. 

Col.  C.  F.  Morse,  Atchison,  Topeka  &  Santa  Fe  R.  R. 

Mr.  T.  F.  Oakes,  Kansas  Pacific  R.  R. 

Mr.  A.  A.  Talmage,  Missouri  Pacific  R.  R. 

Mr.  McKissock,  St.  Louis,  Kansas  City  &  Northern  R.  R. 

Maj.  W.  F.  Downs,  Central  Branch  Union  Pacific  R.  R. 

The  General  Superintendent  of  the  Texas  Central  R.  R. 

The  Superintendent  of  the  Missouri,  Kansas  &  Texas  R.  R. 

CONCLUSION. 

Gentlemen,  before  closing  this  report,  let  me  take  this  oppor- 
tunity to  thank  you  for  the  kind  and  watchful  care  you  have 
seen  fit  to  bestow  upon  this  Institution  in  the  past.  Its  growth 
and  prosperity,  in  a  great  measure,  depend  upon  your  aid  and 
wise  counsel;  and,  in  connection  with  the  teachers  of  the  various 
departments,  you  have  shown  your  zeal  by  your  work.    May  we 
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continue  to  assist  each  other  in  the  future  as  in  the  past,  that  the 
Institution  may  fully  carry  forward  its  beneficent  work  of 
ameliorating  the  condition  of  the  pupils  intrusted  to  its  care. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

GEO.  H.  MILLER,  Superintendent. 

Wyandotte,  Kansas,  June  30,  1878. 
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ANALYSIS  OF  ACCOUNTS 

Of  the  Institution,  commencing  witli  the  close  of  the  preceding  fiscal  year 
1876,  and  closing  with  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1877,  and  June  30, 
1878,  for  which  amounts  vouchers  are  on  file  in  this  office  to  correspond. 

ARTICLES  CONSUMED,  ETC. 


Amount. 


5  bushels. 


310  pounds. 
429  pounds. 
26  pounds.. 
10  pounds.. 
500  heads..., 
1.^4  pounds., 
60  pounds.., 


Articles. 


15  dozen.. 
]/^  barrel.. 


1000  pounds. 
100  pounds... 
50}^  pounds. 


Apples  , 

Balls  cotton. 

Bluing  

Butter  

Beef  


November,  1876. 


Baking  powder. 
Cotton  batting... 

Cabbage  

Coffee  

Crackers  

Cider  

Currants  

Corned  beef.  

Cartage  

Cranberries  


Cassia  '  

Dining-room  girl. 
Hemp  dusters  


80  pounds. 

dozen.... 
1  dozen  


18  bushels.. 
100  pounds., 

1  box  

88  pounds .., 
275  pounds. 

2  pounds  ... 
10  pounds.. 
180  pounds. 


Eggs. 

Salt  fish  

Taylor's  funeral  expenses., 

Flour,  white  

Flour,  graham  , 

Hams  

Hardware  

Lard  

Lamps  

Lamp  flues  

Medicine  

Mustard  , 

Sweet  potatoes  

Prunes  

Raisins  

Spare-ribs  

r  


8  pounds... 
49  pounds 


Sugar 

Spices  

Sausage  

Hard  soap  

Stoves  and  pipe. 

Sage  

Turkeys  

Construction  

Liver  


5  gallons. 


Pass-books  

Postage  

Clothing  for  pupils  

Catsup  

Horse  radish  

Total  for  the  month. 


8  bushels   Apples  , 

School  books.... 

42  pounds   Cotton  batting., 

247.  pounds   Butter  

1000  pounds   Bran  

630.pounds  |  Beef  


December,  1876. 


Value. 


$3  00 
35 
2  25 
46  70 
31  55 

6  70 

1  25 
25  00 

29  48 

2  53 
80 

2  50 
2  50 
35 
1  30 

1  00 

2  00 

2  40 

3  68 
5  50 

5  00 
27  00 

3  25 

7  68 
2  25 

10  10 

1  00 
50 

6  00 

2  55 

11  00 

7  75 

2  75 
6  40 

30  17 
1  10 

1  60 
10  65 
44  70 

3  20 
6  20 
9  10 

95 
60 

4  00 

5  97 
3  55 

2  00 


$382  26 


$5  40 
3  30 

5  20 
49  27 

6  00 
49  00 
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ARTICLES  CONSUMED,  ETC.— Continued. 


Amount. 


S}/2  dozen, 
dozen.... 


15  dozen. 


2000  pounds 
100  pounds.. 
100  pounds.. 

51  yards  

184  pounds.. 

100  pounds.. 
20  yards  

3  pounds  

1  dozen  

100  pounds.. 

Ibox  

yards... 

1  barrel  

16  pounds... 

2  bushels  

12  pounds... 

2  dozen  


2291^  yards.. 


Articles. 


December —  Concluded. 


Cedar  bucket  , 

Leather  belting  , 

Cups  and  saucers  

Chairs  

Cranberries  

Blue  check  

Corn  starch  

Sauce  dish  

Eggs  

Ewer  and  basin  

Fruit  

Freight  

Taylor's  funeral  expenses  

Flour,  white  

Flour,  graham  

Flour,  buckwheat  

Hardware  

Holland  

Glass  and  putty  

Knives  and  forks  

Lard  

Lamp  flues  

Lemons  

Meal  

Medicine  

Muslin  

Oats  

Oil  cloth  

Oysters  

Pepper  

Breakfast  plates  

Printing  

Prints  

Rice  

Raisins  

Sheeting  

Sacks,  

Salt  

Spice  

Salt  in  sacks  

Sausage   

Turnips  

Tinware  

Turkey  

Thread  

Books  

Boots  

Construction  

Clothing  

Employes  

Instruction  

Liver  

Medical  attendance  

Papers.  

Postage  

Prints  

Pupils'  clothing  

Repairs  

Superintendence    

Shoes  

Street  purchases  

Street-car  fare  for  pupils  

Traveling  expenses  

Curtain  fixtures  

Repairs  on  wagon,  and  horse-shoeing 

Marbleized  cloth  

Horse  radish  

Wood  


Total  for  the  month   81,119  60 
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ARTICLES  CONSUMED,  ETC.— Continukd. 


Amount. 


Q&}4  yards. 


1  dozen. 

2  dozen 


40  pounds... 
40  pounds... 
335  pounds... 
150  pounds.., 
1124  pounds 

15  bushels... 
40  pounds... 

25  yards  

40  pounds..., 

18  dozen  

1000  pounds. 
100  pounds... 
383^  pounds. 

68  pounds.... 

250  pounds  . 

pounds  . 
10  bushels  ... 

126  yards  .... 
45  pounds.... 

4  bushels  .... 


Articles. 


January,  1877. 


Dried  apples  ... 
Cotton  batting. 

Butter  

Bran  

Beef  

Burlaps  

Balls  cotton  

Corn  '.  


Crackers  

Cups  and  saucers. 
Chairs  


Crash  toweling 

('andles  

Dried  fruit  , 


Repairing  furniture. 

School  furniture  

Flour,  white  

Hominy  

Hams  

Honey  

Hardware  

Lard  

Matches  

Meal  

Medicine  

Nutmegs...!  

Oats  


Onions  

Canned  peaches. 

Spare-ribs  

Sheeting  

Salt  


Starch  

Soap,  hard , 

Scissors  

Turnips  .... 
Wood  


Books  

Construction  and  repairs ... 

Clothing   

Employes  

Lumber  for  repairs  

Horse-shoeing  and  repairs. 

Instruction  

Medical  attendance  

Sheet  music  

Concentrated  lye  

Papers  

Postage  

Printing   

Prints  

Yeast  cakes  

Plates   


Combs  

Superintendence  

Shoe  repairing  

Ginger  

Traveling  expenses 
Thread  and  needles. 

Towels  

School  books  

Goblets  

Horse  radish  


Total  for  the  month   81 ,066 
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ARTICLES  CONSUMED,  ETC.— Continued. 


5  bushels.... 
28  pounds... 

55  pounds... 
169  pounds.. 
845  pounds.. 
265  pounds.. 
5  bushels .... 

27  yards  

25  pounds... 

22  pounds... 
40  pounds... 

56  dozen  

36  quarts  

1000  pounds 
50  pounds... 
100  pounds.. 
73|4  pounds 
166  pounds.. 


A rticles. 


Value. 


February. 


Apples   

Dried  apples. 

Beans  

Butter  , 

Beef.  


4  pounds.. 

45  pounds 

2  bushels.. 
30  pounds 

46  gallons 
28  pounds 


Bran  

Beets  

Brooms  

Crash  

Crackers  

Cheese  

Currants  

Chickens  

Cream  tartar.... 

Dishes  

Eggs .   

Fruit  

Flour,  white  

Flour,  graham. 

Hominy  

Hams  

Lard  

Lemons  

Medicine  

Nails  , 

Oat  meal  

Ovsters  

oil  cloth  

Dried  peaches.., 

Padlock  

Pepper  

Rake  

Starch   

Sulphur  

Spoon  holder.... 

Turnips  

Turkey  , 

Twine  

Vinegar  

I  Zinc  

I  Wood  

I  Books  

!  Boots  

I  Blacksmithing. 
i  Brick  and  sand. 


Construction  and  repairs. 

Employes  

Horse  radish  

Instruction  

Table  linen  

Medical  attendance  

Iseedles  

Napkins  

Postage  

Pius  

Repairs  

Outside  help  

Superintendence  

Shoes  

Telegraphing  

Traveling  expenses  

Yeast  cakes  

Extract  lemon  

Vanilla  

Chocolate  

Corn  starch  

Velvetine  

Furniture  


Total  for  the  month. 


57  20 

2  38 

1  70 
36  55 
66  29 

2  GO 

2  50 

7  50 

3  63 

2  76 

3  91 

2  00 

4  00 
90 

1  15 

8  32 

3  25 
36  50 

1  85 
3  25 
10  68 
19  92 
1  30 
26  95 
10 
1  50 
3  90 
16  92 
1  10 
25 
1  40 
85 
1  20 
25 
35 

1  50 

2  25 
90 

10  80 

3  50 
149  50 

3  75 
6  40 

4  20 

5  76 

15  59 
97  00 

6  00 
263  00 

4  38 

16  66 
1  60 

75 
12  20 
45 
4  25 
12  00 
116  66 
4  80 
1  00 
3  80 
25 
60 
45 
70 
35 
1  08 
124  60 

$1,161  04 
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ARTICLES  CONSUMED,  ETC.— Contixlep. 


Amount. 


Articles. 


Value. 


1  bushel   Apples  

32  pounds   Dried  apples   

2V.j  bushels    Beans  

275  pounds    Butter  

91tJ  pounds    Bran  

942  pounds    Beef  

1^^  dozen   Blacking  

27  pounds   Bacon  

131  pounds   Coffee  

20  bushels   Corn   

30  pounds   Crackers  

19  pounds   Cheese  

20  pounds   Currants  

8  quarts   Cider  

15  pounds   Clover  seed  

118  doEen   Esrgs  

Fish,  salt  

1100  pounds         Flour,  white  

100  pounds           Flour,  graham  

8S  pounds   Hams  

1350  pounds   Hay  

Hardware  

Library,  circulating.. 
251  pounds   Lard...'.  

3  dozen   Lemons  

100  pounds   Corn  meal  

1  bushel  ,  Unions  

1  keg  '  Nails  

I  Medicine  

10  bushels   Oats  

}X  bushel  I  Onion  sets  

2' <  dozen   Oranges  

1  bushel   Orchard  grass  

40  bushels..        '  -  •  • 

4  gallons.... 
.309  pounds. 
60  pounds  . 


March. 


[rish  potatoes  

Pickles  

Sugar  

Soap,  hard  

Garden  seeds  

Soda  

2  bushels   Turnips  

Vegetables  

Clothing  for  pupils .. 

Employes  

Instruction  

;  Medical  attendance.. 

!  Papers  

j  Postage  , 

1  Superintendence  

'  Yeast  cakes  

1  case   Lima  beans  

1  case   Green  peas  

Salmon  

Pepper  sauce  

1   Clock  

Telegraphing  

Freight  and  express. 


Total  for  the  month. 


$1  50 

2  70 
4  25 

66  15 
7  10 
76  31 
8U 

3  10 
30  79 

6  66 
2  42 
2  85 
2  00 

35 

2  00 
14  48 

1  60 
40  25 

3  75 
11  70 

7  20 

2  40 
1  25 

29  50 
1  20 
1  10 
1  00 

3  15 

8  19 
3  34 

75 
80 

3  00 
34  35 

1  60 
33  22 
.  3  90 
35 
25 
50 
20  20 
10  40 
108  00 
229  44 
16  66 

4  00 
7  34 

116  66 
25 
4  00 
4  00 

1  20 
25 

9  50 

2  20 

3  85 

J954  76 


April. 


^  bushel    Apples. 

1  bushel   Beans... 


333  pounds   Butter  

500  pounds   Bran  

958  pounds   Beef  

Bacon  

:  Dried  berries.... 
j  Cabbage  plants 
Canne<i  corn  


SO  70 
1  50 
55  63 

3  75 
77  99 

1  30 

4  00 
40 

2  40 
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INSTITUTION  FOR  THE  BLIND. 


ARTICLES  CONSUMED,  ETC.— Cotesued. 


AmoujU.  Articles.  Value. 


30  pounds  

134  dozen  

*24 'pounds  

50  jHJunds  

58  dozen  , 

1000  pounds  ' 

40  pounds  


175  pounds.... 

1  dozen  

120  pounds..... 

53  pounds  

14  bushel  

2214  bushels.. 

1  bushel  

134  bushels... 

2  dozen  cans. 
%  barrel  

•4  pounds  

1  barrel  , 

60  pounds  

15  yards  

1  bushel  

dozen  

81  yards  


Crackers.... 
Chickens ... 

Codfish  

Dried  corn. 


A  PRiL  —  Concluded. 


Flour,  white-  

Flour,  graham  

Hardware  

Halibut  

Plowing  garden  

Repairing,  on  account  of  wind  storm. 

Lemons  

Lard  


Lemons  

Corn  meaJ„. 

Medicine  

Nails  


Onions  

Irish  potatoes.... 
Sweet  potatoes. 

Parsnips  

Peaches  

Pickles  

Peppersauce  

Ground  pepper. 
Salt  


Soap,  hard  

Cassimere  

Bed  spreads  

Turnips  

Canned  tomatoes  

Thread  

Bed-ticking  

Vegetables  

Suspenders  

Tape,  buckles,  etc  

Books  


To  yards. 
1  barrel.. 


Construction  

Employes  

Instruction  , 

Medical  attendance  

Musical  instruments  

Mop  stick  , 

Sheet  music  

Repairs  on  laundry  

Prints  

Yeast  powder  „  

Express  and  freight.-  

Repairs  , 

Superintendence  

Shoes  

Sheeting  

Lime  

Traveling  expenses  

Garden  seeds  , 

Dried  beef.  

Ginger..  

Washboard  

Hops  

Gravy  tureen  

Extract  lemon  

Extract  vanU'a  

Combs  

Buttons.-  

Trimmings  for  boys'  clothes. 

Total  for  the  month  

Piano*  


$2  35 

4  50 
1  92 

50 

7  25 
36  50 

1  80 

2  50 
60 

5  60 
30  00 

1  15 

19  69 
40 

1  10 

8  18 

2  20 
75 

20  00 
40 
95 

5  75 
7  50 
25 

1  40 

2  .35 

3  96 
12  24 

9  00 
60 

7  50 

4  25 
12  80 

5  95 
75 

1  60 
19  -25 

8  15 
108  00 
229  44 

16  66 
30  00 
25 

9  60 

6  75 
1  35 

7  50 

4  10 

5  00 
116  66 

8  75 
8  95 
1  80 
4  70 

75 

4  32 
80 
50 
50 

1  00 
1  15 
1  50 
50 
1  15 

5  13 

$976  12 
$450  00 


*New  piano,  purchased  in  compliance  with  the  law  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of 
1877,  authorizing  the  same. 
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ARTICLfS  CONSUMED  —  Coxti.vled. 


Articles. 


Valve. 


•2],4  bushels  i 

10  pounds  '. 

203*2  pounds  

JlO  pounds  ; 

JiT  pounds-  1 

I 

1  1 

146  pounds  

26  pounds  

22  fwunds  

40  pounds  

45  dozen—  

25  pounds  

800  pounds  

70  pounds  

1  dozen  

100  pounds  

22  bushels  

■2S  pounds  

13^  dozen  

309  pounds  

52  pounds  

60  pounds  


Apples  

Dried  beef- 
Butter  


May. 


Bran  

Beef  

Baking  powder. 
Bucket  


CoflFee  

Crackers  

Pitted  cherries- 
Candles  

Eggs 


Salt  fish  

Repairing  furniture. 

Flour,  white  

Flour,  graham  

Flour,  buckwheat  

Hardware  

Lamps 


Lamp  flues  

Lamp  wicking_  

Meal  

Mackerel  

Mpdicine  

Irish  potatoes  

Dried  peaches  

Lead  pencils... ^  

Rope  

Susar  

Starch  

Soap,  hard  

Maple  sugar  „  

Soda  

Books  

Boots  

Clothing  for  pupils... 

Employes  

Horse-shoeing  

Instruction  

Medical  attendance.. 
Musical  instruments 

Paper  , 

Printing  

Lumber  

Repairs  

Superintendence  

Shoes  

Shingles-  

Mop  sticks-  

Force  pump.-  

Vegetables 
Brick 
Lime 

Tinware  and  repairs. 
Letter-press  stand 


$4  00 
1  10 
34  58 

1  90 
78  42 

3  40 
•25 

33  45 

2  21 
5  50 
7  20 

4  50 
1  80 
4  50 

40  00 

3  71 
85 

10  85 
50 

1  70 
15 

1  20 


28  60 
6  .33 
.50 

1  10 
33  61 

2  60 

3  60 
2  80 

•25 
■22  74 
5  00 
13  00 
108  00 
2  20 
229  44 
16  66 

5  00 

1  00 
33  95 
•26  87 
15  75 

116  66 
15  70 

6  33 
50 

12  .50 
•23  .50 

2  40 
1  00 

12  55 

4  00 


150  pounds. 
400  pounds. 

1  dozen  

25  dozen  

^•'jO  pounds. 

bushels 
275  pounds, 
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INSTITUTION  FOR  THE  BLIND. 


ARTICLES  CONSUMED,  ETC.— Continued. 


Amount. 


40  pounds.., 
225  pounds.. 
150  pounds., 
4  pounds...., 
2  


10}/^  pounds. 


S}4  pounds. 

17  dozen  

10  pounds.., 
12  pounds.. 


35  pounds., 
110  pounds. 
80  pounds.. 


21^  bushels., 
ll^  bushels., 
21^  pounds.. 


5  cords. 


17  pounds. 


4  dozen 


Articles. 


June  —  Concluded. 


Thread  

Employes  

Instruction  

Medical  attendance. 

Postage  

Superititeudence  .... 
Traveling  expenses. 

Carpets  

Telegraphing  


Total  for  the  month. 


July. 


1  pound  

24  pounds,. 
100  pounds 


Butter  

Bran  

Beef  

Baking  powder  

Baskets  

Cabbage  

Cheese    

Coal  oil  

Codfish   

Eggs  

Fresh  fish  

Hominy  , 

Hardware  

Labor  in  garden  

Lard  

Lumber  

Meal   

Mackerel  

Nails  

Paper  sacks  

Irish  potatoes  

Peas  

Rope  

Turnip  seed  

Tinware  

Wood  

Books  and  stationery  

Clothing  for  pupils  

Employes  

Ham  , 

Medical  attendance  

Musical  instruments  

Telegraphing  , 

Painting  and  repairs  

Fruit  jars  , 

Papers  

Postage  

Freight  and  drayage  

Repairs  on  water  pipe  

Tin  fruit  cans  

Speaking  tube  

Superintendence  

Wire  

Carpets  

Repairs  on  roof  

Traveling  expenses  

Fairbanks's  platform  scales. 
Beets  

Total  for  the  month  


Bluing, 
Butter.. 
Bran.... 


August. 
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ARTICLES  CONSUMIOD,  ETC.— ('ontinukd 


Articles. 


Value. 


August  —  Concluded. 


Beef  

Bacon  

Construction 

5%  bushels    Corn 

Chicken 

(i  dozen   Eggs. 

8  dozen  

200  pounds 
17  pounds., 


Glass  fruit  jars  

Flour,  white  

Hams  

Hardware  

Lard   

Lemons  

Meal  

Medicine  

Salt  

Repairs  on  musical  instruments 

Tea  

Rubbers  for  fruit  jars  

Employes  

Farm  work  

Medical  attendance  

Postage  

Printing  

Cisterns  

House  cleaning  

Superintendence 
Rope 


S8  00 
1  60 
58  65 

1  85 
40 
65 

6  00 

7  50 

2  20 

1  90 

4  35 
20 
80 

4J21 

2  00 
20  00 

1  00 
40 
27  01 

5  90 
16  66 

5  40 
10  95 
75  00 

3  00 
116  66 

1  05 


$387  14 


September. 


3  bushels   Apples  

Affidavits  

1  Bedstead  

3^  bushel  I  Beans  

142  pounds  i  Butter  

600  pounds  i  Bran   

37314  pounds  ....I  Beef  

'  Bacon  

1  dozen   Cabbage  

15  bushels  I  Corn   

24  pounds   Crackers  , 

40  pounds   Cheese  

50  gallons   Coal  oil  

23^  dozen  '  Chickens  

Corn  husks  

16  dozen   Eggs  

House  cleaning... 

Hauling  

1000  pounds  ■  Flour,  white  

1  Hinges  

i  Hardware  

I  Hauling  baggage 

1  load  i  Straw  

127  pounds 

]4  dozen  

3%  dozen .. 

3  dozen  

200  pounds. 


20  pounds... 

4  bushels... 
P/i  pounds. 

1  dozen   

20  bushels.. 

5  bushels  .. 
4  pounds.... 


Lard  

Lamp  burners.... 

Lamp  flues  

Lemons  

Meal  

Medicine  

Lamp  wicks  

Nails  

Oats  

Nutmegs  

Teaspoons  — 

Irish  potatoes  .... 
Sweet  potatoes..., 

Pepper  

Repairing  clock. 


U  00 
3  35 
3  50 

1  50 
25  21 

2  80 

29  92 

1  05 
50 

5  25 

2  04 

3  60 
9  62 

1  05 
8  00 

2  20 
1  25 
5  00 

30  00 
70 

1  55 

2  45 

2  50 
13  66 

1  10 

3  30 

1  25 

2  00 
11  95 

35 
1  00 
1  00 
1  35 

3  50 
8  00 
1  41 
1  40 
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INSTITUTION  FOE  THE  BLIND. 


ARTICLES  CONSUMED,  ETC.— Coxtinced. 


50  pounds. 
283  pounds 
3^  pound... 
46  pounds. 
60  pounds 
1  barrel .... 


September  —  Concluded. 


55  pounds. 


Rice  

Sugar  

Spice  

Siarch  , 

Hard  soap. 

Pickles  

Cartage  

Tea  


1  case  

12  yards. 


Tacks  

Lock  

School  furniture  

Washboard  

Books  

Employes  

Instruction  

Furnace  casting  

Medical  attendance  

Freight  and  express  

Mattress  

Conductor  pipe  

Tin  cut-off.  

Papers  

Postage  

Printing  

Repairing  tinware  

Chamber  pail  

Repairs  on  house  and  barn. 

Repairs  on  harness  

Lumber  

Superintendence  

Pupils'  railroad  fare  

Mirror  

Soap  

Traveling  expenses  

j  Yeast  cakes  

!  Baking  powder  

Laundry  bluing  

Buckets  

Carpet  

Chaplain  


391^  bushels. 


27  pounds  , 

105  pounds  

178^  pounds. 

625  pounds  

851^  pounds. 


Total  for  the  month. 


October. 


Apples  

Atfidavits... 
Ball  cotton. 

Beans  

Butter  

Bran  

Beef  


1  bushel  [  Beets  

10  pounds  !  Baking  powder.. 

Buttons  

2  pounds   Cocoa  nut  

4  dozen   Cabbage  

1  dozen  ■  Corn  in  cans  

108  pounds   Coffee  

2}/^  dozen   Chickens  

1  pound   Cinnamon  

2)4  pounds  '  Chocolate  

3  pounds   Castile  soap  

18  bushels   Corn  

52  dozen   Eggs  

Exchange  

Express  

\  Freight  

1000  pounds...:..!  Flour,  white  

100  pounds  I  Flour,  graham... 
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ARTICLES  CONSUMED,  ETC.— COKTlxcEir 


Amouni. 


Articles. 


October  —  Concluded. 


Value. 


50  pounds. 
25  pounds. 


123  pounds. 

2  dozen  

14  dozen.  .. 
100  pounds. 


Hominy.... 

Hams  

Hardware.. 

Lumber  

Lard  

Lemons  

Matches.... 
Meal   


5U  bushels... 

1]4  dozen  

2  dozen  

43)^  bushels. 
15  Sushels.... 
1  dozen  

1  dozen  

2  dozen  

2  dozen........ 

49K  yards.... 

26  gallons.... 


Medicine  

Oat  meal  

Onions  j 


Pumpkins  

Pencils  

Irish  potatoes... 
Sweet  potatoes. 
Plates  


13  bushels. 
1^^  dozen.. 


16  papers. 


48  yards.. 
27  vards.. 


barrel. 


Pie  pans  

Sauce  plates  

.Saucers  

Sheeting  

Syrup  

Hard  soap  , 

Soda  

Yeast  cakes  

Turnips  

Tomatoes,  canned  , 

Tinware  

Carting  trunks  

Books  

Boots  and  shoes  

Clothing  

Employes  

Lumber  

Horse-shoeing  

Hoes  

Superintendence  

Instruction  

Chaplain  

Medical  attendance  

Musical  instruments  

Needles  

Gingham  , 

Rope  

Prints  

Crash  

Car  fare  

Repairs  

Shoe  blacking  , 

Pins  

Thread  

Kraut  

Melons  

Castings  

Labor  on  drain  

Telegraphing  

Drayage  from  Kansas  City. 

Buttons  

Woolen  yarn  

Cotton  varn  


81  GO 

3  .50 

4  70 
13  65 
12  91 

1  00 
.3  20 
1  00 

8  90 
65 

4  90 
1  15 
60 
30  79 

10  75 
1  40 

60 

1  50 

2  00 
4  70 

17  68 
1  85 

20 
1  85 

3  75 
1  05 
3  55 
1  00 

9  85 

11  80 

18  50 
10.=)  25 

44  94 

3  60 
1  25 

116  66 
209  44 
11  00 
16  66 

4  6» 
1  25 

85 

1  90 

3  70 

2  95 
25 

18  22 
95 
.30 
60 

5  OO 
40 
48 

11  55 

1  00 

4  50 
25 

2  40 
1  00 


Tjtal  for  the  month   §1,005  44 


November. 


3  bushels   Apples  

552 V<  pounds   Butter  

1300'pounds   Bran  

762  pounds   Beef  

11  pounds  ;  Baking  powder. 


SI  50 

133  10 
6  00 
53  48 
3  30 
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INSTITUTION  FOR  THE  BLIND. 


ARTICLES  CONSUMED— Continued. 


Amount. 


Articles. 


November  —  Concluded. 


109  bushels  i  Irish  potatoes....... 

24  pounds   Printing  paper  

3  pounds  I  Pepper  

50  pounds  I  Rice  

;  Raisins  

500  pounds   Sugar  

Spices  

16  bushels  |  Turnips  

1  dozen  I  Tomatoes, canned. 

54  pounds  I  Turkeys  

Lantern   

44  gallons.. 


Vinegar  

Knives  and  forks.... 

Books  

Boots  and  shoes  

Employes  

Purap  chain  

Instruction  

Clock  

Medical  attendance. 
Clothing  for  pupils.. 


103  yards. 


40  yards., 


Printing  

Prints  

Notary  seal  

Repairs  

Chaplain  

Superintendence. 

Sheeting  

Exchange   

Salt  beef.  

Corn  in  cans  


360  pounds., 
1  dozen   

425  heads  ]  Cabbage 

110  pounds   Coffee  

15  bushels   Corn  

53  pounds   Crackers  

29i^dozen   Chickens.... 

1  bushel   Carrots  

Cranberries 

26  dozens   Eggs 

1,000  pounds., 

50  pounds  

32  pounds  


2]4  dozen.... 
120  pounds.. 


4  bushels.... 
2%  bushels. 


5  bushels  

106  pounds  

117^  pounds.. 

691  pounds  

10  pounds  , 


Flour,  white  

Flour,  buckwheat  

Hams  

Hay  

Hardware  

Lemons  

Lard  

Lamp  flues  

Lumber  

Medicine  

Oats  

Onions  

AflQdavits  

Express  

Street-car  fare  

Labor  

Freight  

Extract  lemon  

Drain  pipe  

Molasses  cups  

Total  for  the  month. 


December. 


Apples  , 

Beans  

Butter  

Beef  

Baking  powder , 


FIRST  BIENNIAL  REPORT. 


ARTICLES  CONSUxMED,  ETC.— ("oXTixrEO. 


33 


Amount. 


Articles. 


Valtie. 


December  —  Concluded. 


Coffee  cups... 

5  busbels   Corn  

23  pounds   Crackers  

5  pounds  !  Currants  

8  quarts  '  Cranberries.. 

lO.pounds  :  Candy   

23  pounds  |  Tenderloin... 

45  pounds   Ribs  

24  dozen   Eg<^s  

1000  pounds          Flour,  white. 

50  pounds   Hominy  

Hardware  

2  dozen   Lemons  

134  pounds   Lard  

Medicine  


Milk  pitchers  

25  bushels   Oats    

2  bushels   Onions  

Oysters  

1  dozen   Dinner  plates  

Pickles  

1  dozen   Sauce  dishes  

1  barrel  i  Salt  

!  Svrup  

8  pounds  I  Soda  

Tea  

Tomatoes   

Tinware  

I  Turkeys  

3K  pounds   Ginger  

1  dozen  '  Individual  butter  dishes 


yi  dozen   Water  pitchers. 

29>^,  cords   Wood  


Books  and  paper  

Boots,  shoes,  and  repairing. 

Chaplain  

Dust  pans  

Employes  

Horse  hire  

Instruction  

Medical  attendance  

Lumber  

Postapre  and  box  rent  

Goblets  

Repairs  

Umbrella  

Boys'  hoes   

Superintendence  

Indigent  pupils'  clothing  ... 

Baker's  yeast  

Car  fare  

Gordon,  for  pig  

Affidavits  

Telegraphing  

Advertising  for  help  


S3  60 
1  75 

1  97 
50 
75 

2  00 
26 

1  80 
5  85 

31  00 
1  50 
5  95 
60 

12  73 


Total  for  the  month. 


1  50 

1  00 
85 

2  10 
2  40 

50 

1  40 

2  00 

3  20 

1  70 
90 
35 

2  00 
123  95 

2  75 
11  80 
11  10 

50 
111  09 
44  00 
,  220  94 
16  66 

3  36 
5  09 
1  50 
3  50 
1  50 
1  50 

116  66 
10  60 
30 
50 
1  50 
1  50 

1  00 

2  15 

^899  19 


!  January,  1878.  . 

S}4  bushels   Apples  

250  pounds   Beans  

85  pounds   Butter  

1400  pounds  ,  Bran  

927  pounds   Beef.  

12  pounds   Baking  powder  

269  pounds   Coffee  

150  pounds  '  Crackers  

40  pounds  j  Candles  

24  bushels  !  Corn  

3 


S7  10 

9  50 
12  35 

7  70 
62  46 

S 

55  14 

8  9.? 

6  40 

7  27 
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ARTICLES  CONSUMED,  ETC.— Continued. 


Amount. 


Articles. 


January  —  Continued. 


2  bushels   Parsnips  

Tureen  

66  dozen  :  Eggs  

1  dozen   Butterdishes.... 

Ewer  and  basin. 


12  pounds.... 

1800  pounds. 
82  pounds.... 
120  pounds... 

12  pounds.... 


1  dozen. 

2  dozen. 


153^  bushels. 


Soup  plates  

Codfish   

Large  platter  

Flour,  white  

Flour,  graham  

Flour,  buckwheat. 

Hominy  , 

Hams  

Hardware  

Lamp  globes  

Lemons  

Medicine  

Oats  

O  Jesters  

Prunes  

Dinner  plates  

Pickles  

Bowls  

Ribs  


100  pounds.. 

2  dozen  

1  barrel  

3^  dozen  

42  pounds... 

50  pounds   Rice  

956  pounds   Sugar  

27  gallons   Syrup  

49  pounds  '  Starch  

360  pounds   Hard  soap.... 

18  pounds   Fresh  fish.... 

Maple  syrup 
1  case   Tomatoes  

Tinware  

1  dozen   Towels  

15  pounds  I  Tenderloin.. 

42^  cords.. 


44>^  yards., 


2  

2  

2  dozen. 
1  case... 


Wood . 

Books  

Boots  and  shoes  repaired. 

Exchange  

Employes  , 

Horse  shoeing  

Hemp  duster  

Instruction  

Chaplain's  salary  

Medical  attendance  

Castings  and  repairs  

Drayage  

Postage,  box  rent,  etc  

Point  paper  , 

Repairs  on  fence  , 

Mouse  trap  

Mop  stick  

Chain  pumps  

Superintendence  

Sheeting  

Express  

Bread  pan  

Dried  beef.  

Traveling  expenses  

Thread  

Washboards  

Cedar  pails  

Patent  pails  

Cups  and  saucers  

Corn  

Yeast  powder  

Freight  

Milk  

Buttons  

Combs  


5  55 
75 
1  00 

1  00 

2  60 
1  15 

40 
1  00 

30 
1  50 

3  25 
75 

10  15 
SO- 
SO 
.  50 
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ARTICLES  CONSUMED,  ETC.— Continued. 


2  yards.. 
25  yards. 


8  bushels  

36  pounds.... 
93  pounds.... 
898  pounds... 

3^  dozen  

503^  gallons. 


1  gallon. 


1000  pounds. 
25  pounds.... 
33  pounds.... 
1380  pounds. 

1  dozen  

134  pounds... 

2]/^  dozen  

3  dozen  

3  dozen  

100  pounds... 


4  bushels., 

2  bushels., 

3  pounds., 
3  boxes.... 
2  dozen.... 


2  dozen  

\Z]4.  yards. 
17  yards.... 


2  dozen.. 


Articles. 


January  —  Concluded 

Cloth  

Crash   

Total  for  the  month  


February. 


Apples  

Bair  cotton  

Butter  

Beef  

Baking  powder  

Coal  oil  

Cough  candy  

Drilling  

Mop  sticks  

Molasses  

Twine  

Pruning  shears  , 

Flour,  white  

Flour,  graham  

Hams  

Hay  

Hardware  

Handkerchiefs.  

Lard  ■  

Lamp  flues  

Lamp  wicks  

Lemons  

Matches  

Corn  meal  

Medicine  

Nutmegs  

Onions  

Parsnips  

Ground  pepper  

Lye  

Napkins  

Repairs  on  lock  

Tinware  

Towels  

Table  cloth  

Linen  

Chaplain's  salary  

Employes  

Instruction  

Medical  attendance  

Musical  instruments  

Sheet  music  

Needles  

Papers  

Postage  and  box  rent  

Printing....;  

Repairs  on  hat  blocks  

Halter  

Repairs  on  harness  

Superintendence  

Shoes    

Affidavits  

Freight  

Traveling  expenses  

Thread  

Express  

New  York  point  tablets  

New  York  point  styles  

Patterns  

Clothing  for  indigent  pupils.. 

Total  for  the  month  


36 


INSTITUTION  FOR  THE  BLIND. 


ARTICLES  CONSUMED— Continued. 


Amount. 


6  bushels..., 
27  pounds.., 
187  pounds., 
955  pounds., 
14  pounds.. 

18  pounds.. 

19  bushels.., 
12  pounds.. 


Articles. 


Value. 


Apples  

Dried  apples 
Butter  


March. 


Beef  

Baking  powder 

Dried  beef  

Corn  


1  case 
56  dozen. 


25  pounds. 


Currants  

Concentrated  lye. 

Corn  

Eggs  

Express  

Exchange   

Codfish   

Fruit  


40  pounds.... 

1500  pounds. 
14^2  pounds. 
525  pounds... 


Feathers  , 

Flour,  white.. 
Hams  


2  dozen  , 

3^  dozen  , 

129  pounds. 
17  pounds.. 

100  pounds., 

23  gallons.. 


6  bushels. 
3  pounds.. 
5  pounds.. 


1  case... 
8  cords. 


1  bushel  

60  pounds... 
40  pounds... 
93  pounds... 
1000  pounds 
932  pounds.. 
1  dozen  


Hay  

Hardware  

Hauling  sand  , 

Lemons  , 

Extract  lemon  

Lard  

Lima  beans  

Matches  

Meal  , 

Medicine  , 

Milk  

Moss  pillows  , 

Irish  potatoes  , 

Pepper  , 

Raisins  

Rhubarb  

Corn  starch  

Garden  seeds  

Tomatoes  

Tinware..,  

Wood  

Washing  machine  

Books  

Boots  

Employes  

Horse-shoeing  

Repairs  

Instruction  

Medical  attendance  

Chaplain's  salary  

Paper  points  

Postage  

Printing  paper  

Yeast  cakes  

Repairs  on  boots  and  shoes. 

Superintendence  

Shoes  

Ginger  

Traveling  expenses  

Telegraphing  


2  03 
39  92 
07  05 

4  20 

2  03 
6.10 
1  00 

30 

3  00 

4  93 
1  25 
1  75 


Total  for  the  month. 


Apples  

Dried  apples. 

Beans  

Butter  , 

Bran  

Beef  

Blacking.  


I  70 
24  00 
45  50 

1  45 
3  15 

6  50 
1  50 

80 
1  50 
10  32 
1  77 

75 

1  00 
9  30 
3  30 

15  00 

2  60 
90 
50 
2© 
25 

2  25 

3  10 

1  80 
40  00 

2  50 

7  30 
9  50 

112  50 

2  50 
1  00 

221  44 

16  66 

II  10 

5  00 

6  56 
1  00 

45 
6  80 
116  66 

3  55 
30 

3  00 

4  10 

S850  92 


80  75 
3  60 
2  10 

23  30 
6  25 

64  00 
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ARTICLES  CONSUMED,  ETC.— Continued. 


Articles. 


AvRih  —  Concluded. 

Cinnamon 
Corn 
Cheese 
Cloves 
Eggs 

Flour,  white 
Flour,  graham 
Hams 
Hay 

Concentrated  lye 
Lard 

Lamp  flues 
Lemons 
Meal 
Mustard. 
Onions 

Market  basket, 

Rice  

Soda  

Syrup  

Salt  

Soap,  hard  

Tomato  plants  

Vegetables  

Yeast  cakes  

Washboard  

Boots  and  shoes  

Employes  

Instruction  

Medical  attendance  

Printing  and  paper  , 

Printing  abstracts  

Meal  sieve  

Vaccine  lor  pupils  

Chaplain  

Superintendence  

Express  

Traveling  expenses  

Freight  and  drayage  

Affidavits  , 

Telegraphing  

Milk  

Plowing  garden  , 

Clothing  for  indigent  pupils  

Total  for  the  month  

May 

Beans  

Butter  

Beef.  

Baking  powder  

Cabbage  plants  

Corn  

Corn  

Eggs  

Flour,  white  

Hams  

Hardware  

Horse-shoeing,  

Lime  

Lard  

Lemons  

Meal  

Mackerel  

Medicine  , 

Nutmegs  

Onions  

Irish  potatoes   


Value. 


$0  30 

4  85 
3  57 

60 
6  20 
59  00 
G  10 

2  84 

3  30 
75 

12  00 
75 

1  90 
50 
35 
40 
10 

3  75 
50 
8  63 

2  75 
2  75 

60 
16  10 
25 
20 
6  85 
109  50 
221  44 
16  66 
6  00 
8  00 
25 
2  00 
11  10 
116  66 
1  00 
1  00 

5  05 
1  00 

1  60 

2  25 
8  00 
8  25 

$761  40 


13  60 
43  72 
75  07 
2  80 
21 

6  60 

7  20 
7  20 

2  90 
1  45 

16  66 

3  95 
1  60 

10  62 
1  40 
1  50 
60 

7  65 
90 

1  40 

8  00 
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ARTICLES  CONSUMED,  ETC.— Continued. 


Ariieles. 


Value. 


May —  Concluded. 


Dried  peaches  

Pickles   

Pepper  

Garden  seeds  

Sugar  

Syrup  

Spices  

Tomatoes  

Vegetables  

Washboard  

Wood  

Books  

Boots  and  shoes  

Employes  

Instruction  

Chaplain  

Medical  attendance  

Papers  

Printing  

Extra  help  

Repairs  

Repairs  on  sewing  machine., 

Superintendence  

Affidavits  

Traveling  expenses  

Express  

Milk  

Freight  

Telegraphing  

Tripoli  blotters  

Strawberries  

Rhubarb  

Indigent  pupils'  clothing  


Total  for  the  month. 


June. 


Butter  

Shorts  

Beef  

Bowls  

Knives  and  forks  

Com  

Flour,  white  

Hardware  

Lemons  

Lard   

Lumber  

Meal  

Mackerel  

Knives  

Irish  potatoes  

Plates  

Handled  coffee  cups. 

Heavy  goblets  

Creamers  

Sauce  boats  

Sauce  plates  

Teaspoons  

Tinware  

Forks  

Cask  and  cartage  

Vegetables  

Blankets  

Books  

Employes  

Affidavits  

Bedsteads  

Medical  attendance.. 


«5 

00 

2 

55 

5 

80 

2 

00 

6 

00 

2 

00 

2 

75 

13 

25 

80 

2 

80 

03 

1 

00 

55 

5 

00 

2 

40 

5 

80 

4 

55 

5 

60 
88 

1 

69 
20 

6 

00 

2 

50 

6 

00 

65 

4 

45 

35 

00 

13 

00 

65 

06 

1 

50 

24 

00 

16 

73 
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ARTICLES  CONSUMED,  ETC.— Concluded. 


Articles. 


June  —  Concluded. 

Mattresses  

Terry  

Feather  duster  

Papers  ;  

Postage  

Printing.  

Painting  

Street-car  fare  for  pupils  

Hauling  baggage  

Express  

Telegraphing  

Superintendence  

Railroad  fare  for  pupils    

Transfer  of  baggage  

Traveling  expenses  

Extra  labor  

Street-car  fare  

Exchange  

Total  for  the  month  
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INSTITUTION  FOR  THE  BLIND. 


LIST  OF  PROPERTY. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  property  in  use  at  the  Kansas  Institution  for 
the  Blind,  at  the  close  of  the  fi:^cal  year  ending  .June  30,  1878. 


Articles. 


No. 


Chairs  I  6 

Sofa  !  1 

Marble-top  table  i  1 

Curtains   6 

What-not   1 

Chandelier   1 

Chromos   2 

Ottomans   3^ 

Rugs   -6 

Chairs,  camp   3 

Spool-case  and  stand  

Lap  board  ; 

Towel  rack  

Toilet  shelf  

Cupboard   

Hat  rack  ^ 

Sewing  machine  

Work  baskets  '.  j 

Lounge  

Office  table  } 

Office  chairs  ,  i 

Carpet  .'  

Desk  \ 

Medicine  case  

Sundry  medicines  ;. 

Set  of  account  books  

Inkstand,  pens,  etc  

Legislative  picture  

Broom  rack  

Sample  brooms,  dozen  

Letter  press  and  book  

Letter-press  stand    

Miscellaneous  library,  volumes   35 

Washstand  

Ewer  and  basin  

Slop-tub  

Piano  

Pianos,  old   2 

Violins   3 

Bass  viols   2 

Piano  stools   5 

Piano  covers   2 

Sheet-music  holder  

Flute  

Clarionet  

Triangle  

Guitar  

Tamborine  

Sheet  music  

Bedsteads   30 

Stands   6 

Bureaus   4 

Washstands   7 

Rocking  chairs   6 

Tables   6 

Stoves  and  pipes   7 

Earthen  tubs   3 

Foot-bath  tub  '  1 

Ewers  and  basins   4 

Chambers  with  covers  I  8 
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Articles. 


Chairs  

Carpets  

Table  spreads  

Bedsprings,  sets  

Book  nicK  

Clothes  hampers  

Wardrobes  

Mirrors    

Spittoons  , 

Teacher's  desk  

Volumes  Chambers's  Encyclopedia  

New  York  Point  Tablets  

Volumes  New  York  Point,  Boston  Type,  etc. 

Webster's  Dictionary  

Stationery  

School  desks  

School  desks,  without  seats  , 

Napkins  

Sheets  

Bolster  covers  

Pillow  slips  

Table  cloths  

Mattresses  

Cotton  mattresses  

Moss  pillows  

Towels  

Roll  towels  

Feather  bolsters  

Comfortables  

Straw  beds  

Feather  pillows  

Bed  spreads  

Towel  rollers  

Dining  plates  

Breakfast  plates  

Soup  plates  

Goblets    

Saucers  

Sugar  bowls  

Bowls  

Gravy  boats  

Scollop  dishes  

Covered  vegetable  dishes  , 

Soup  tureen  and  ladle  

Milk  pitchers    

Sauce  dishes  

Butter  dishes  

Small  bakers  

Glass  salts  

Individual  salts  

Individual  butter  dishes  

Egg  cups  

Pepper  boxes  

Glass  sauce  dishes  

Plated  tablespoons  

Plated  tea  spoons  

Iron  forks  

Iron  knives  

Tin  table  spoons  

Tin  tea  spoons  

Iron  forks  

Steel  knives  

Large  platters  

Bakers,  lO-iuch  

Syrup  cups  

Castor  

Water  pitchers  

Tea  cups  

Earthen  cake  dishes  

H.  coffee  cups  

Tables  
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LIST  OF  PROPERTY 


Articles,  Sj. 


FrKXiruKK. 


Chan^r  Oak 
Pish  safes-.. 

Tables  

:*dar  t. 
P 


i 


biickeiii. 


Tea  t^.i^-  


lea  i-C' 

Spic-e  i 
Milt  t 


bcses. 
pans.-. 


Coffee  and  spic*  i 
Port-elain  keiiles- 

Dish  pans  , 

Larg^e 


Mea:-c-hoppiD2  i 
Tin  breaa  b^.i"- 


Martei  baskets. 


Fairtianks's  >eale5. 

Barrel  sail  

Cake  t»<:.x  


EmpTT  l>arrels. 
Tin  frail  eans_ 


Glass  fm::  cans. 


ijua.ns  canned  fruit. 


Meal  cleaver-   .  1  1 


Faucets   _ 

Two-irallon  jags. 
?:c»ne~ijxilk  p«aris-. 


On.  Book. 


Lamp  flaes... 
Ljunp  wick... 

Table  

Candle  stieks, 
Scrub  b; 
Safety  oil 
Gallons  h 
Lamps,  b] 


haidsiMp. 


Pounds  JxpMn  tea. 
Pounds 

FlMUMis] 


Pounds  prunes,  '  10 

Pounds  dried  apiOes  15 

30 

m 

13 

t 


Pounds  starch  

Oanseora   — 

Wooden  buckets  

Gallons  cider  rinegar. 

Gallons  srrup  

Gallons; 


Boiler      1  1 

satcr  I  1 
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LIST  OF  PROPERTY— CONTi-N-L  ED. 


Articles.  ! 


Ijavudry  —  Concluded. 

Hat  blocks   5 

Laundry  tables   2 

Sad  irons   11 

Boiler,  pipes  and  fixtures,  etc  

Wringer   1 

Clothes  pounder   1 

Ironing  boards   4 

Washboards  '   2 

Clothes  rack   1 

Slop  pails  •   2 

Step-ladder   1 

Miscellaneous. 

Furnace  and  fixtures  for  house   1 

Wagon   1 

Wheelbarrow   1 

Drag   1 

Plow   1 

Cultivator   1 

Kettle,  forty  gallons   1 

Cistern  pumps   5 

Cords  wood   So 

Ladder   1 

Hand  force  pump   1 

Stands  bees   11 

Ax   1 

Wood  saw   1 

Hoes   2 

Mattock     1 

Rakes   2 

ShoTel   1 

Post  auger   1 

Scythes   3 

Pruning  hook   1 

Pair  hedge  shears..  ■   1 

Pitchfork   1 

Tons  clover  hay   5 

Hogs   19 

Hens   50 

Horse   1 

Cow   1 

Set  single  harness   1 

Saddle  and  fixtures   1 

Potato  fork   1 

Hay  knife   1 

Scoop  shovel   1 

Corn  knife   1 

Bushel  baskets   3 

Sled   1 

IXDUSTBIAL  Department. 

Brooms,  dozens   281 

Brushes,  dozens   35 

Broom  corn,  pounds   900 

Broom  handles   1700 

Purple  twine,  pounds   70 

Gray  twine,  pounds   22 

Wire,  pounds   48 

Brimsione,  pounds   165 

Broom  machines   6 

Broom  presses   2 


Steelyards,  pair  

Broom-corn  seeder. 

Reel  

Topping  bench  

Brush  bench  

Brush  shears,  pair. 

Brush  comb  

Iron  vises,  pairs  
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LIST  OF  PROPERTY  — Concluded 


Articles.  No. 


Industrial  Bepartnkut  — Concluded. 

Iron  last   1 

Glue  pot   1 

Bleach  box   1 

Shoulder  knives     8 

Small  knives  i  8 

Pounders   9 

Scrapers  ,  '  5 

Pair  cuflFs   2 

Needles  |  5 

Oil  can  l  1 

Wrench   1 

Saw   1  1 

Rip  saw  ■  1 

Spirit  level   1 

Saws,  key-hole  

Brace-and-bits  

Planes  

Spring  scale  

Squares  

Pairs  hurl  shears  [  2 

Chisels   3 

Rasp  I  1 

Screwdrivers  ^  I  3 

Drawing  knife  j  1 

Gauge  1  1 

Hatchet   1 

Hammer   1 

Oil  can  i  1 

Spoke  shave  i  1 

Sink  and  pipe  |  h 

Wash  pans  I  3 

Grindstone   1 

Bath  tubs   2 
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PHYSICIAN'S  EEPORT. 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Kansas  Institution  for 
the  Education  of  the  Blind: 

Gentlemen:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report, 
as  the  medical  officer  for  the  years  1877  and  1878. 

At  the  opening  of  the  session  before  the  last,  a  number  of  the 
pupils  returned,  suffering  more  or  less  from  malarial  influences. 
This,  however,  by  vigilant  attention,  was,  in  a  great  measure, 
overcome.  During  the  winter  of  1876-77  an  epidemic  of 
measles  broke  out  among  the  pupils,  attacking  all  those  who 
were  unprotected.  We  had  not  less  than  sixteen  prostrated  at 
one  time,  a  number  of  them  with  quite  serious  complications. 
Subsequently,  after  convalescence,  four  of  the  larger  pupils  were 
attacked  with  pneumonia,  so  severely  as  to  cause  serious  appre- 
hensions for  several  days.  lu  one  case,  indeed,  the  convales- 
cence was  protracted  until  the  end  of  the  session,  and  her  return 
at  the  next  session  was  considered  quite  doubtful.  She  did  re- 
turn, however,  thoroughly  recovered,  looking  better  than  she  had 
for  several  years. 

Prof.  Mays,  your  music  teacher,  suffered  during  this  session 
from  an  exceedingly  painful  attack  of  suppuration  of  the  eye- 
ball. It  will,  therefore,  be  seen  that  the  studies  and  work  of 
this  session  were  seriously  interrupted. 

As  an  offset  to  the  calamities  of  the  last  term,  it  affords  me 
pleasure  to  report  that  a  few  words  will  record  the  condition  of 
things  during  the  last  session.  The  pupils,  at  the  opening  of  the 
last  session,  with  perhaps  a  few  exceptions,  returned  looking  bet- 
ter than  they  had  ever  done  before  at  the  opening  of  the  school 
since  my  connection  with  the  Institution,  w^hich  indeed  has  been 
since  its  foundation.  During  the  term,  what  sickness  we  had  to 
contend  with,  principally  mild  intermittents,  yielded  readily  to 
treatment,  though  we  had  a  few  cases  of  pneumonia,  but  one, 
however,  proving  at  all  serious. 

We  were  exceedingly  fortunate,  both  last  year  and  this,  in 
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having  do  scarlatina  in  the  Institution,  although  it  prevailed 
somewhat  in  the  immediate  neighborhood.  During  its  greatest 
prevalence  we  quarantined  our  pupils  as  thoroughly  as  possible, 
to  which  cause,  and  the  exceedingly  thorough  sanitary  regula- 
tions of  your  worthy  and  efficient  Superintendent,  I  attribute  in. 
great  part  our  fortunate  exemption,  so  far,  from  this  scourge. 
Respectfully  submitted.  FRED.  SPECK,  M.  D. 

Wyandotte,  Kansas,  June  30,  1878. 
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Office  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  ') 
Institution  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind,  > 
Wyandotte,  Kansas,  June  30,  1880.  ) 
To  his  Excellency  John  P.  St  John,  Governor  of  Kansas  : 

Sir:  We  respectfully  submit  to  your  Excellency's  attention  the  second 
biennial  report  of  the  Kansas  Institution  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind. 

It  is  with  great  pleasure  that  we  report  the  full  success  of  the  system  and 
of  the  Institution  —  conditions  indicative  of  the  fact  that  the  successful  educa- 
tion of  this  most  important  class  of  citizens  is  comparatively  easy  of  accom- 
plishment, when  the  wisdom  and  generosity  of  the  people  afford  the  means. 
The  Institution  is  now  as  prosperous  as  could  be  desired,  and  Kansas  has 
reason  to  congratulate  herself  that  she  is  occupying  a  proud  place  in  the 
front  rank,  and  of  all  the  States  the  foremost  in  this  noble  educational  work. 
The  labor  has  been  hard,  but  the  result  is  amply  satisfactory.  The  Board 
has  paid  very  especial  attention  to  the  education  of  its  charges,  and  desires 
to  formally  acknowledge  its  indebtedness  to  the  hard-working  and  conscien- 
tious assistants  who  have  so  efficiently  discharged  their  duties. 

We  feel  again  impelled  to  call  attention  to  the  negligence  too  generally 
prevalent  on  the  part  of  school  boards  in  properly  enumerating  blind  chil- 
dren. Although  not  a  statutory  provision,  it  is  nevertheless  a  duty  that  each 
board  should  annually  report  the  blind  in  their  respective  districts  to  their 
County  Superintendent;  he,  being  thus  possessed  of  the  information,  should 
report  the  same  to  the  Superintendent  of  the  Institution  for  the  Blind.  It 
should  then  be  the  duty  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  Institution  to  forward 
the  proper  blanks,  with  copies  of  the  compulsory-education  law,  to  the 
parents  of  such  children,  and  the  provisions  of  this  law  should  be  rigorously 
enforced  now  that  there  is  an  opportunity  for  the  sightless  to  be  made  to  see 
by  the  reflected  light  of  culture.  Vigorous  measures  to  bring  about  this  end 
should  be  pushed.  We  would  also  direct  attention  to  another  matter  to 
which  the  Trustees  have  paid  a  great  deal  of  careful  attention :  printing  for 
the  use  of  the  blind.  We  have  studied  all  of  the  different  systems  in  vogue, 
and  have  concluded  that  the  "New  York  Point"  is  far  superior  to  all  others. 

In  the  accompanying  Superintendent's  report  will  be  found  the  estimate 
for  the  current  expenses  of  the  Institution  for  the  fiscal  years  1882  and  1883 
These  estimates  are  the  product  of  careful  consideration,  based  on  the  full 
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experience  of  practical  men,  and  to  reduce  them  would  be  simply  to  dimin- 
ish the  length  of  the  school  year,  a  result  that  would  be  seriously  injurious 
to  the  interests  of  the  Institution.  We  do  not  apprehend,  however,  that  any 
of  the  items  will  be  considered  in  the  least  extravagant,  particularly  when 
the  bills  of  expense  of  this  Institution  are  compared  with  those  of  similar 
institutions  in  other  States.  Contrast,  for  instance,  the  following  institutions 
—  the  figures  being  taken  from  the  respective  reports  for  1879: 


Maryland  Institute,  cost  per  capita  $379  91 

New  York  "  "  "    247  84 

Ohio  "  "  "    3U  41 

Minnesota  '  "  "  "    225  77 

Indiana  "  "  "    233  90 

Pennsylvania  "  "  "    377  93 

N.  Y.  City  "  "  "    294  42 

Iowa  "  "  "    223  72 

Wisconsin  "  "  "    227  90 

Virginia  "  "  "    21G  G8 

Perkins  (Boston)  Institute,  cost  per  capita   426  77 

California  "  "  "    344  95 

Louisiana  "  "  "    319  80 

Kentucky  "  "  "    243  50 

Kansas  "  "  "   207  30 


The  above  comparative  list  of  maintaining  pupils  in  eighteen  of  the 
twenty-nine  institutions  of  the  United  States  presents  the  fact  that,  while  we 
believe  that  the  Kansas  Institution  is  the  peer  of  any  named  for  good  work 
in  all  its  departments,  these  most  satisfactory  results  have  been  reached  by 
a  far  less  expenditure  per  capita  to  the  tax  payer  than  in  any  other  State  in 
the  Union.  For  this  happy  condition,  credit  is  due  to  the  economical  and 
wise  administration  of  the  Institution;  and  it  should  be  considered  that  the 
expense  would  be  far  less  proportionally,  were  the  number  of  pupils  in- 
creased to  a  limit,  say,  of  two  hundred.  The  Superintendent  very  properly 
calls  especial  attention  to  the  excellence  of  the  work  being  done  in  the  mu- 
sical department.  This  is  one  of  the  most  important  of  all  the  departments 
of  the  Institution,  and  the  Trustees  respectfully  ask  your  especial  consider- 
ation of  the  Superintendent's  suggestions  and  requests. 

The  Board  takes  pleasure  in  presenting  with  this  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  assist  in  the  conduct  of  the  examinations  in  the  literary 
department.  We  were  anxious  to  learn  from  a  practical  standpoint  the 
actual  condition  of  this  noble  institution,  and  with  that  idea  in  view,  selected 
gentlemen  from  among  the  best  educators  in  the  State  to  assist  in  a  critical 
examination  of  the  lit-^rary  department  of  this  Institution.  The  gentlemen 
who  accepted  this  duty  have  made  a  very  complete  and  interesting  report. 

Agreeably  to  the  request  of  the  Trustees  two  years  since,  the  Legislature 
at  its  last  session  appropriated  the  sum  of  $4,000  for  the  erection  of  a  hos- 
pital building  for  the  use  of  the  Institute.  Of  this  amount,  the  Board  has 
expended  $3,994.66  in  the  erection  of  a  handsome  and  commodious  brick 
building.  This  building  is  two  stories  in  height,  with  a  substantial  stone 
basement  eight  feet  high.  The  first  story  above  the  basement  is  used  for 
hospital  purposes.    It  is  divided  into  two  wards,  and  furnished  with  very 
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comfortable  quarters  for  the  sick  of  both  sexes.  The  building  is  of  the 
neatest  modern  style  of  architecture,  provided  with  a  tin  roof  and  stone  caps 
and  sills,  the  size  being  25x52  feet.  In  addition  to  this  excellent  build- 
ing, the  Board  has  also  been  enabled  to  erect  a  barn,  ground  size,  25x40 
feet,  an  outhouse  (brick),  14x14  feet,  and  to  lay  about  500  feet  of  cement 
drain-pipe,  which  adds  materially  to  the  advantage;  and  we  have  still  a 
small  surplus  left  in  the  treasury  to  the  credit  of  the  building  fund.  It  is 
with  a  pride  which  we  trust  is  commendable,  that  we  lay  before  your  Excel- 
lency these  facts,  hoping  that  the  past  of  the  Institution  may  be  but  an  index 
of  its  future — a  consummation  we  feel  assured  will  be  reached. 

(Signed)  EDWIN  KNOWLES,  President 

C.  E.  FAULKNER,  Secretary. 

A.  T.  SHARPE,  Treasurer. 

T.  T.  TAYLOR. 

J.  M.  HOGUE. 
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SUPERINTENDENT'S  EEPORT. 


To  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Kansas  Institution  for  the  Education  of  the 
Blind : 

Gentlemen  :  While  a  duty,  at  the  same  time  it  is  a  pleasure  to  be  able 
to  present  in  this  my  second  biennial  report  of  this  Institution,  a  harmonious 
condition  in  all  its  departments,  embracing  the  two  years  ending  June  30, 
1880. 

Instruction  has  been  given  in  all  the  departments,  as  usual.  The  history 
of  the  two  years  since  our  last  report  has  been  marked  by  no  remarkable 
success  of  any  special  pupil,  but  by  a  commendable  desire  on  the  part  of  the 
most  of  them  to  do  right,  and  drink  deep  from  the  fountains  of  knowledge. 
This  has  had  its  inspiring  effect  upon  the  teachers,  who  have  labored  dili- 
gently to  meet  every  want  in  this  direction. 

At  the  close  of  the  terra,  June  8th,  1879,  some  changes  were  made  in  the 
literary  and  musical  departments,  which  in  most  part  were  for  the  benefit  of 
those  wishing  to  change  localities,  on  account  of  health  or  otherwise. 

The  enrollment  of  pupils  since  my  last  report  has  been  69;  of  this  num- 
ber, 25  have  been  admitted  during  the  term  closing  with  June  17,  1880;  of 
these,  58  have  received  instruction  in  the  literary  pursuits,  the  past  term,  as 
follows : 

Classes.   No.  Pupils. 

Arithmetic   4  45 

Algebra   1  6 

Geography   2  22 

Grammar   2  20 

Spelling   3  68 

New  York  Point  Printing   2  59 

Reading  Point  Printing   2  58 

Ancient  History  

English  Literature  

Physiology  

U.  S.  History  

Modern  History  

One  pupil  was  admitted  during  the  past  year  for  an  industrial  education 
only  —  an  adult,  46  years  of  age.  His  success  in  mastering  a  trade  far  ex- 
cels any  former  efforts  I  ever  saw  put  forth  by  a  blind  person  —  a  man  who 
for  several  years  has  supported  himself,  wife  and  five  children  by  sawing 
wood.  Although  we  were  crowded  for  room,  I  had  neither  the  heart  nor 
disposition  to  say  no.  And  this  man,  though  entirely  blind,  has  in  eight 
months  put  himself  in  a  condition  to  be  ^nearly  able  to  support  his  family 
from  the  proceeds  of  his  labor  in  the  broom  department.  After  learning,  in 
the  first  place,  to  make  a  broom,  he  made,  during  the  term,  147  dozen,  for 
which  he  received,  at  the  regular  rates  paid  per  dozen  for  labor  in  this  de- 
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partment,  $45.10.  With  this  amount,  he  purchased  an  outfit  for  carrying 
on  the  broom  trade,  and  returned  to  Chautauqua  county  at  the  close  of  the 
term,  with  a  far  brighter  prospect  for  the  future  than  ever  before  during  the 
18  years  he  has  been  compelled  to  work  in  darkness  for  his  daily  bread. 

CATALOGUE  OF  PUPILS  FOR  1879  AND  1880. 


Names. 


Males. 

Charles  Messingale  

L.  C.  Jackson  

C.  K.  Reach  *  

Frank  L.  Friend  

Charles  W.  Masterson  

Jesse  H.  Dawson  

Isaac  N.  Albin  f  

John  W.  Plummer  

Albert  A.  Adams  f  

Willie  Robinson  

John  K.  Hughes  

Edward  Young  

H.  V.  Hull  

Riley  Walker  

Harry  Cone  

George  W.  Sheets  , 

A.  L.  Myers  

George  H.  Bain  , 

Samuel  Guss  

Guy  W.  Gibson  t  

W.  S.  Brennermannf  

James  Conner  

John  D.  Plumley  , 

Wm.  Morrison  

Edward  Chauteau  , 

James  Mavity  

Frank  Muswick  

William  D.  Lee  

John  E.  Taylor  

Henry  Plought  

Isaac  Raines  

Joseph  W.  Lefever  

Hamilton  T.  Gordon  

Oliver  P.  Cooper  

James  Jones  

Fred.  B.  Willard  

J.  W.  Janes  t  


Females. 

I.  B.  Stillwell*  

I.  B.  Winship  

Julia  Gilliland+  

C.  M.  Kennedy  

Martha  A.  Young  

Hattie  A.  Angell  

A.  E.  Honeymann  

May  Tibbetts  

Montah  E.  Brooks  J....  

Anna  G.  Brooks  

Jane  A.  Justus  

Medora  B.  Ambrose  

Ada  Brown  

Minnie  E.  Ellis  

Eldora  Plummer  

V.  A.  Gulp..  

Mary  F.  King  

Jennie  Cowan  f  

Emily  H.  Dougherty  

Eliza  J,  Woosley  

Anna  G.  Smith  

Hattie  B.  Sheets  

Lillian  L.  Taylor  

Katie  Killeen  

A.  L  Nichols  

Emma  Moraine  

Mary  R.  Lockwood  

Sarah  E.  Hamilton  


P.  O.  Address. 


Wyandotte  

Wamego  

Wyandotte  

Paola  

Oak  Mills  

Independence 

Columbus  

Mound  Valley 
Mound  Valley 

Atchison  

Arvonia  

Paola  

Smith  Center. 

Olathe  

Fredonia  

Austin  

Zahnsville  

Atchison  

Cato  

Beulah  

Newton  

Sedan  

Mound  Valley, 

Americus  

Edwardsville .. 

Olathe  

Marysville  

Fredonia  

Cherokee  

Glasco  

Galena  

Beloit  

Ellis  

Elk  Falls  

lola 

Concordia 
Olathe 


Wyandotte. 

Pottawatomie. 

Wyandotte. 

Miami. 

Atchison. 

Montgomery. 

Cherokee. 

Labette. 

Labette. 

Atchison. 

Osage. 

Miami, 

Smith. 

Johnson. 

Wilson. 

Neosho. 

Cloud. 

Atchison. 

Crawford. 

Crawford. 

Harvey. 

Chautauqua. 

Labette. 

Lyon. 

Wyandotte. 

Johnson. 

Marshall. 

Wilson. 

Cherokee. 

Cloud. 

Cherokee. 

Mitchell. 

Ellis. 

Elk. 

Allen. 

Cloud. 

Johnson. 


Eureka   Greenwood. 

Parsons   Labette. 

Wyandotte   Wyandotte. 

Newton   Harvey. 

Paola   Miami. 

Phillipsburg   Phillips. 

Seneca   Nemaha. 

Oswego   Labette. 

Sedan   Chautauqua. 

Sedan   Chautauqua. 

Prescott   Linn. 

Lane   Franklin. 

Eureka.   Greenwood. 

Columbus   Cherokee. 

Mound  Valley  !  Labette. 

Doniphan  I  Doniphan. 


County. 


Stanton. 
Independence.. 

Parsons  

Sedgwick  

Lola  

lola  

Snow  Hill  

Wyandotte  

Parsons   . 

Mound  Valley. 

Parsons  

Mound  Valley.. 


Miami. 
Montgomery. 
Labette. 
Harvey. 
Labette. 
Allen. 
Labette. 
Wyandotte. 
Labette. 
Labette. 
Labette. 
Labette. 


*Graduated  from  the  literary  and  musical  departments  of  the  Institution,  at  the  close  of  term  end- 
ing June  8,  1879,  qualified  in  all  respects  to  provide  for  their  own  support. 

fLeft  the  Institution  at  the  close  of  term  with  a  fair  literary  knowledge,  and  a  good  industrial 
education. 

^Graduated  at  close  of  term  ending  June  17,  1880,  fully  capable  to  instruct  others. 
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CATALOGUE  OF  PUPILS  FOR  1879  AND  nsO— Concluded. 


....  J 
Barnes. 

P.  0.  Address. 

County. 

Females. 

Osborne. 
Leaven  worth. 
Miami. 
Cherokee. 

Miuy  E.  Young*  

Martba  A.  Neill*  

*Graduatf(i  from  the  litHrary  and  musical  d''f)ai  tiiients  of  the  Institution,  at  the  close  of  term  end- 
ing June  8,  1879,  qualified  iu  all  respects  to  proviid  fjr  their  o^^u  support. 


INDUSTRIAL  DEPARTMENT. 

Under  this  heading  will  be  found  the  working  of  the  industrial  depart- 
ment for  the  two  years  embracing  the  period  from  July  1,  1878,  to  June  30, 
1880.  The  first  year  of  this  period  we  were  well  supplied  with  experienced 
or  skilled  labor  in  this  department,  but  at  the  close  of  the  term,  June  8, 
1879,  the  most  of  this  5-killed  labor  sought  and  found  positions  outside  of 
the  Institution,  which  left  the  i-hop  to  be  filled  by  raw  recruits,  of  which 
number  fifteen  were  set  at  work  who  had  never  attempted  to  make  a  broom 
before  the  opening  of  the  past  term.  Notwithstanding  this  serious  disad- 
vantage under  which  we  labored,  by  comparing  the  work  of  the  two  years 
separately,  as  given  in  the  table  below,  the  reader  will  see  that  the  depart- 
ment has  made  rapid  advancement  during  the  last  school  year.  Boys  in 
this  depaitment  are  expected  to  apply  themselves  four  hours  each  day;  thi& 
is  done  cheerfully.  The  price  paid  for  their  labor  removes  from  it  all  ap- 
pearance of  task  work.  In  fact,  so  industrious  are  the  majority,  that,  if 
allowed  to  do  so,  they  would  devote  double  the  time  assigned  them  in  the 
industrial  department. 

I  cannot  help  calling  your  attention  to  the  benefits  arising  from  our  sys- 
tem of  paid  labor  in  this  department.  Sixteen  of  the  twenty-two  boys  em- 
ployed the  past  term  iu  the  shop,  were  it  not  for  the  compensation  paid  them 
for  their  labor,  would  have  been  entirely  dependent  upon  the  Institution  for 
their  clothing,  but  through  their  industry  and  economy  they  have  been  able 
to  provide  for  their  wants  in  this  respect  without  calling  upon  the  State, 
This  shows  the  wisdom  of  adopting  this  plan  of  paying  for  the  labor  per- 
formed in  the  industries. 

The  girls  are  making  a  steady  advancement  in  the  art  of  hat  making. 
While  they  are  not  able  to  earn  as  much  as  the  boys,  yet  they  manage  to 
supply  the  most  of  the  little  demands  for  replenishing  their  wardrobes  from 
the  amount  paid  them  for  their  labor  in  this  department. 

MATERIALS  USED  IN  THE  INDUSTRIAL  DEPARTMENT. 
Term  ending  June  8,  1879,  there  were  716 J  dozen  of  brooms  manufac- 
tured, at  the  following  cost  for  material  and  labor: 


16  5n9>^  pounds  corn   8522  85 

444  p.Minds  wire  „   48  34 

129^  pounds  twine   42  94 

65  p  >unds  hiiiustoue   3  90 

9,0U0  handles   156  70 

Labor   244  62 


Total   $1,019  35 

Average  cost  per  dozen  81.42  2-10 
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Term  eading  June  17, 1880,  brooms  manufactured  at  the  following  cost  for 
material  and  labor,  corn  being  much  higher  the  past  year.    Number  of 


dozen,  567. 

13,039  pounds  corn   8652  80 

312  pounds  wire   34  80 

124  pounds  twine     34  47 

7,300  handles   119  25 

Labor   170  75 

Brimstone,  and  repairs  on  machinery   25  44 


Total   $1,037  51 

Average  cost  per  dozen  ,   $1  83 

EXHIBIT  OF  THE  INDUSTRIAL  DEPARTMENT. 

By  cash  on  hand   853  38 

Bills  receivable   365  85 

Raw  material  on  hand.   150  00 

Brooms  on  hand   26G  50 

Handles,  wire  and  twine  on  hand,   20  00 

Tools  and  machinery  on  hand   260  00 


Total   SI,  115  73 

To  bills  payable   37  25 


Total  assets  over  liabilities   SI, 078  48 


REPAIRS. 

From  the  one  thousand  dollars  granted  by  the  last  Legislature  for  repairs, 
remodeling  kitchen,  etc.,  we  have  been  able  to  make  the  following  much- 
needed  alterations:  Enlargement  of  the  dining-room  to  accommodate 
seventy  persons;  construct  a  kitchen;  also  a  vegetable  cellar  or  cave,  thirty 
feet  long,  by  fifteen  feet  wide,  by  ten  feet  deep,  with  a  wall  twelve  inches  in 
thickness,  cemented  inside  and  out,  connected  by  a  subterraneous  passage  to 
the  kitchen;  lay  a  new  floor  upon  red  cedar  joists  in  dining-room  and 
kitchen;  plaster  and  paint  both  rooms;  also  lay  a  hard-wood  floor  in  main 
hall;  rebuild  the  stairs;  construct  new  ones  to  the  basement;  paint,  grain 
and  paper  the  entire  main  building;  plaster  and  re  floor  the  dormitory  of 
the  industrial  building;  lay  new  floors,  paint  and  plaster  the  first  and  second 
stories  of  the  laundry  building;  thus  furnishing  a  greatly-needed  school-room, 
besides  constructing  walks,  etc.,  for  the  comfort  and  protection  of  pupils. 

ESTIMATES  FOR  1882  AND  1883. 

1SS2.  188S. 

Salaries  of  officers,  teachers,  and  employes                                                   $5,485  00  S5,485  00 

Care  and  maintenance                                                                               7,075  00  8,255  00 

Totals   $13,460  00        $13,740  00 

The  above  estimates  for  the  support  of  the  Institution  for  the  next  two 
years,  like  the  two  preceding  years,  are  based  upon  an  increase  of  twenty 
per  cent,  in  pupils.  As  this  anticipated  increase  was  fully  verified  in  the 
past,  there  is  every  reason  to  believe,  on  account  of  the  rapid  influx  of  popu- 
lation, it  will  be  in  the  future. 

MUSICAL  DEPARTMENT. 

This  department  was  reorganized  last  term,  by  the  appointment  of  Miss 
Emma  Hamblin,  a  lady  of  rare  merit,  at  its  head. 
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The  work  accomplished  during  the  term  just  closed,  gives  evidence  of  her 
eflBciency.  She  has  had  under  her  instruction  thirty-four  pupils  during  the 
past  term,  on  the  piano  and  organ.  To  these  are  added  one  class  in  har- 
mony, and  two  in  vocal  music. 

The  demands  of  this  department  are  becoming  so  urgent  that  it  will  be 
necessary  to  provide  another  piano,  in  order  that  all  may  be  benefited  who 
seek  its  advantages. 

The  instruction  of  the  blind  in  music  is  deemed  to  be  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance, yet  it  is  a  well-known  fact,  that  a  great  portion  of  the  time  since 
this  work  commenced  has  been  passed  without  any  fixed  system  of  musical 
instruction  —  notwithstanding  there  has  been  regularly  presented  at  each 
biennial  session  of  superintendents,  the  two  systems  of  musical  notation 
(the  Braille  and  Xew  York  Point),  and  as  often  referred  to  special  commit- 
tees, who,  after  discussing  their  merits  pro  and  con,  have  failed  to  agree  as 
to  which  should  be  used.  As  a  result,  neither  system  has  been  adopted,  and 
they  have  been  compelled  to  depend  upon  the  oral  system  for  instruction. 

It  is  very  essential  that  some  uniform  musical  text-book  be  decided  upon 
soon ;  this  would  greatly  benefit  both  the  instructor  and  the  pupil. 

NECESSITY  FOR  ONE  UNIFORM  SYSTEM  OF  WRITING  AND  PRINT- 
ING FOR  THE  BLIND. 

An  able  writer  says:  "Use  the  pen;  there  is  no  magic  in  it,  but  it  will 
keep  the  mind  from  staggering."  Break  the  pens  of  the  youth  in  our  public 
schools,  remove  their  books,  and  let  the  voice  of  the  teacher  be  the  only  ut- 
terance of  knowledge;  then,  at  the  close  of  the  pupil's  school  days,  ask  one 
of  these  voice-instructed  pupils  to  write  elegantly  or  even  correctly,  demand 
that  he  read  with  ease  or  appreciation  from  any  well-known  author:  do  you 
imagine  that  the  result  would  vindicate  the  adoption  of  the  oral  method? 
Impossible!  With  the  use  of  the  style,  however,  the  New  York  Point, 
which  we  consider  superior  to  the  Braille  and  all  other  systems  of  writing 
or  printing,  may  successfully  be  used  to  impart  instruction,  and  to  give  ac- 
curacy, and  simultaneously,  through  daily  practice,  to  improve  the  pupil  in 
the  use  of  language  and  in  the  art  of  reading.  Again:  we  are  compelled 
to  have  recourse  to  this  method  to  supply  our  Institution  with  suitable  text 
and  reading-books,  as  those  procurable  through  the  publishing  houses  com- 
prise in  the  main  brief  compilations  from  Swedenborg,  and  small  tales 
adapted  to  small  children,  but  not  calculated  to  instruct  advanced  scholars 
and  those  of  mature  understanding. 

Of  the  Braille  Point  as  compared  with  the  New  York  Point  letter,  it  may 
be  said  the  latter  system  is  the  most  compact,  and  can  be  more  rapidly 
printed  and  read;  it  is  also  much  more  legible  to  the  calloused  touch. 

AYe  have  successfully  instructed  several  middle-aged  men  in  New  York 
Point,  whose  hands  were  so  hardened  by  constant  toil,  that  it  would  seem  to 
an  observer  that  the  sense  of  touch  was  completely  destroyed.  Another 
case  within  our  recollection  is  that  of  a  boy  partially  paralyzed,  who  has 


SECOND  BIENNIAL  REPORT. 


11 


learned  to  read  it  slowly  but  well.  So  in  point  of  legibility,  which  is  every- 
thing to  the  blind,  the  New  York  letter  seems  to  be  far  ahead  of  all  other 
raised  letters. 

Taking  pupils  of  all  ages  and  grade  of  ability,  the  average  time  occupied 
in  learning  to  read  New  York  Point  has  been  about  two  months,  and  about 
the  same  time  is  consumed  in  learning  to  print  it.  Pupils  soon  become  able 
to  print  from  two  to  four  large  pages  in  an  hour,  and  do  it  correctly.  What 
the  pen  is  to  the  seeing,  the  style  is  to  the  blind ;  by  it  they  can  transfer 
their  thoughts  to  paper ;  they  can  revise  and  correct  their  own  composition 
without  help  from  the  overworked  teacher ;  they  can  and  do  take  full  notes 
of  each  day's  lesson,  which  may  be  preserved  and  bound  into  complete  text- 
books. By  this  simple  method,  we  have  provided  this  Institution  with  a 
manual  of  English  literature,  at  a  nominal  cost  of  four  dollars  and  thirty 
cents  per  volume;  also  two  editions  of  spellers. 

NEED  OF  MORE  SYSTEMATIC  WORK. 

We  must  not  fail  to  note  that  a  vast  amount  of  scientific  and  literary 
work  of  a  very  high  order  is  being  performed  in  State  institutions,  good, 
not  only  in  itself,  but  as  the  seed-corn  of  future  harvest.  The  question 
arises,  Can  we  like  master  workmen  distribute  the  parts  of  the  building 
among  all  the  orders  of  the  craft,  so  that  the  various  toilers  will  recognize 
their  tasks?  The  prosperity  of  an  institution  depends  not  upon  its  sur- 
roundings, however  beautiful  and  attractive  they  may  be,  but  upon  the  selec- 
tion of  teachers  who  are  disposed  to  devote  their  lives  to  this  noble  work. 
The  large  corps  of  instructors  who  have  charge  of  the  blind,  although  skilled 
in  their  specialties,  eminent  in  their  calling,  loving  to  teach,  "first  and  fore- 
most meet  in  their  work  a  peculiar  and  marked  lack  of  confidence  in  the 
blind  man  on  his  own  part,  and  on  the  part  of  the  general  public.  So  far 
as  the  blind  themselves  are  concerned,  this  lack  of  confidence  on  their  part 
is  due  in  many  instances  to  an  ignorant,  morbid  sympathy  on  the  part  of 
their  earliest  instructors."  The  blind  child  sits  in  the  chimney-corner  help- 
less, to  be  waited  on  by  others  from  morning  until  night.  Parents  should 
be  made  to  understand  that  their  blind  children  need  the  same  training  as 
their  seeing  children,  only  more  of  it.  Their  education  should  commence  at 
home,  and  not  be  deferred  until  they  come  to  the  Institution.  They  can  be 
taught  to  read,  count,  and,  most  of  all,  should  receive  especial  care  as  to  the 
development  of  order.  They  should  be  made  to  understand  that  there 
should  be  a  place  for  every  plaything,  book  or  piece  of  clothing,  and  that  it 
should  always  be  put  in  that  place,  for  much  valuable  time  is  spent  by  the 
blind  pupils  in  looking  for  some  misplaced  article,  which,  had  it  been  put  in 
its  proper  place,  could  have  been  found  at  once. 

No  one  will  deny  that  the  State  owes  to  its  blind  children  the  same  educa- 
tional advantages  that  it  owes  to  its  seeing  children;  the  only  question  aris- 
ing is,  How  far  should  a  State  undertake  to  provide  for  the  education  of  the 
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blind  at  public  cost?  Shall  the  instruction  be  rudimentary,  or  shall  it  also 
include  a  classical  training?  Opinion  is  divided  upon  this  question;  but 
my  experience  impels  me  to  declare  in  favor  of  the  former.  The  State 
should  develop  the  pupil  into  an  intelligent,  useful,  self-reliant  citizen- 
This  will  be  attained  through  a  common-school  and  mechanical  education. 
I  believe  that  the  very  best  and  grandest  thing  a  commonwealth  can  do  for 
its  children  is  to  educate  them.  No  other  expenditure  of  public  money 
yields  such  rich  and  sure  returns.  The  question  for  enlightened  statesman- 
ship to  ask  is,  not  how  little,  but  how  much  can  be  done  for  universal  edu- 
cation. I  would  that  every  State  had  its  Institution  for  the  Blind ;  I  would 
that  the  American  Congress  add  a  grand  National  University,  as  a  fitting 
top-stone  to  the  whole  magnificent  edifice;  and  I  would  have  the  whole  free 
—  every  door  wide  open  —  and  the  invitation  repeated  to  the  blind  who  dis- 
close an  extraordinary  aptness  to  acquire  knowledge,  or  who  may  exhibit  an 
especial  fitness  for  any  professional  or  commercial  pursuit,  upon  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  respective  superintendents,  indorsed  by  a  board  of  exam- 
iners, to  gather  within  its  walls,  and  perfect  themselves  in  the  science  or 
calling  for  which  they  may  seem  to  be  especially  fitted  by  nature.  The  State 
institutions  can  then  be  used  strictly  as  training-schools,  where  the  entire  at- 
tention may  be  given  to  the  essential  education,  as  before  described.  It  is 
self-evident  that  this  is  what  the  blind  need.  Teach  every  blind  student  to 
w'ork  for  a  purpose.  If  superintendents  would  carefully  observe  their  pupils 
Avhen  they  enter  the  institutions,  and  see  for  what  special  calling  they  are 
naturally  inclined,  a  vast  amount  of  valuable  time  could  be  saved  by  start- 
ing the  pupil  in  the  right  direction.  When  this  has  been  neglected,  the  blind 
boy,  grown  to  manhood,  who  has  passed  successfully  through  his  course  of 
instruction,  goes  from  the  institution  filled  with  buoyant  hope,  with  a  feel- 
ing of  confidence  that  he  has  a  thorough  knowledge  of  his  business,  and  can 
embark  on  the  sea  of  life,  believing  that  the  fruits  of  his  labor  will  increase 
his  capital  stock,  but  doomed  to  be  bitterly  disappointed,  when  he  comes  to 
put  to  practical  test  the  education  which  he  has  acquired  with  so  much  pa- 
tience, to  find  it  altogether  theoretical. 

At  the  last  biennial  session  of  the  American  Association  of  Instructors  of 
the  Blind,  held  at  the  Ohio  Institution,  at  Columbus,  a  report  was  made  by 
Mr.  William  Chapin,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Statistics,  showing  the 
whole  number  taught  and  prepared  to  follow  the  various  branches  of  instruc- 
tion in  all  the  institutions  in  the  country.  That  report  gave  the  principal 
part  of  the  graduates  and  their  occupations,  as  far  as  could  be  ascertained, 
as  follows: 

Superintendents  of  institutions   16 

Emuloyed  as  teachers  or  otherwise  in  other  institutions   214 

Ministers  of  the  Gospel   34 

Authors,  publishers,  and  lecturers   8* 

Teachers  of  music  and  vocalists   310 

Piano  tuners   125 

Instructors,  enaploy^s,  and  workers  in  handicrafts   937 
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store-keepers  and  traders   277 

Females  at  house  work,  cane-seating  chairs,  etc   760 

In  homes  of  employment   76 

Total   2,8  33 

Total  in  all  institutions  in  1878   2,292 

Total  admission  since  the  beginning   8,942 


It  will  appear  that  less  than  one-third  of  the  pupils,  who  have  entered  the 
American  institutions,  are  provided  with  any  practical  means  of  support. 
There  is  still,  as  is  apparent,  an  abundance  of  room  for  improvement. 

In  addition  to  the  education  hereinbefore  recommended,  tliey  should  be 
taught  how  to  commence  business;  how,  when  and  where  to  obtain  materials 
proper  to  carry  that  business  on  advantageously;  how  to  sell,  pack,  and  ship 
goods;  how  to  economize  in  the  use  of  stock.  These,  as  well  as  all  other 
wants  pertaining  to  their  calling,  and  in  which  the  seeing  have  so  much  the 
advantage  over  the  blind,  should  receive  special  attention.  In  short,  our 
American  institutions  for  the  blind  should  be  in  this  respect  reorganized. 
Superintendents  should  give  this  matter  more  of  their  attention. 

WESTERN  RAILROADS. 

We  are  again  placed  under  obligations  to  the  railroad  companies  of 
Kansas  for  their  timely  assistance  in  the  form  of  transportation  for  those 
pupils  whose  friends  were  not  in  a  condition  to  bear  their  expense  to  and 
from  the  Institution.  Among  those  roads  extending  such  favors  will  be 
found  the  Atchison,  Topeka  &  Santa  Fe,  Central  Branch  of  Union  Pacific, 
Kansas  City,  Fort  Scott  &  Gulf,  Kansas  City,  Lawrence  &  Southern,  Mis- 
souri Pacific,  and  Kansas  Pacific.  We  also  extend  thanks  to  the  following 
editors  for  copies  of  their  papers:  Wyandotte  Herald,  Wyandotte;  Wyan- 
dotte Gase^^e,  Wyandotte;  Kansas  City  Daily  Journal;  Nemaha  Republican; 
Michigan  DeaJ  Mute  Mirror;  DeaJ  Mute  Companion;  Kansas  Star;  Goodson 
Gazette;  and  to  the  Western  Methodist  Book  Concern  for  the  National 
Repository. 

FINALLY. 

The  results  of  the  past  year's  work  have  been  very  gratifying.  Teachers 
have  been  faithful  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  and  have,  from  appear- 
ance, been  possessed  of  but  one  desire,  namely,  to  benefit  the  pupils.  They 
have  unfolded  to  their  minds,  with  rare  tact  and  ability,  their  studies,  as  well 
as  their  mission  in  life,  and  have  thus  awakened  them  to  the  necessity  of 
thorough  work.  While  our  Institution  is  a  plant  of  slow  growth,  yet  through 
the  energies  of  our  efiicient  corps  of  teachers,  it  nevertheless  is  certain  to 
yield  an  abundant  crop  of  pure,  ripe  and  healthful  fruit,  the  beneficial  eflfects 
of  which  will  continue  to  increase  with  every  passing  year. 

Gentlemen,  your  influence  as  a  Board  has  had  an  inspiring  eff*ect  upon 
the  inmates  of  the  Institution.  Your  broad  and  comprehensive  views  of  the 
wants  of  our  school  have  helped  to  put  us  in  our  present  prosperous  condi- 
tion. It  is  our  earnest  wish  in  the  future,  as  in  Uie  past,  that  all  our  efforts 
as  teachers,  pupils  and  officers  may  be  directed  to  the  advancement  of  the 
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material  interests  of  those  whose  physical  condition  compels  them  to  seek 
admission  to  this  Institution. 

I  am  under  renewed  obligations  for  your  kind  and  wise  counsels  during 
the  past  year,  by  which  I  have  been  able  to  conduct  the  affairs  of  the  Insti- 
tution, remembering  that  harmony  should  prevail  in  all  well-regulated  homes, 
more  especially  in  this  one  of  ours. 

Respectfullv  submitted. 

GEORGE  H.  MILLER, 
Wyandotte,  June  30,  1880.  Superintendent. 
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TEEASUEER^S  EEPOET. 


To  the  Hon.  Board  of  Trustees  Kansas  Institution  for  the  Blind : 

Gentlemen  :  I  beg  herewith  to  lay  before  you  a  report  of  the  financial 
operations  of  this  Institution  for  the  past  two  years: 

CURRENT  EXPENSES  FROM  JULY  1,  1878,  TO  JUNE  30,  1879. 

RECEIPTS. 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer,  on  sworn  vouchers,  duly  examined  and  approved  by 

Finance  Committee   $10,483  86 

To  cash  received  from  sale  of  hogs   45  03 

"         "         "     Wyandotte  county,  for  clothing  furnished  indigent  pupils   34  05 


Total   $10,562  94 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

By  cash  paid  State  Treasurer   $79  08 

"      "   as  per  vouchers  in  State  Auditor's  office,  July,  1878   636  25 

"     August,  1878   288  63 

"         "              "          "          "     September,  1878   895  93 

"     October,  1878..:   1,272  44 

"               "           "           "     November,  1878   1,094  73 

"        "         "               "           "           "     December,  1878   968  09 

"      "        "         "               "           "           "     January,  1879   1,079  00 

"      "        "         "               "           "           "     February,  1879   997  46 

"      "        "         "               "           "           "     March,  1879   762  41 

"     April,  1879   1,028  19 

"      "        "         "               "           "           "     May,  1879   875  92 

"        "         "               "           "           "     June,  1879   584  81 

Total   $10,562  94 

CURRENT  EXPENSES  FROM  JULY  1,  1879,  TO  JUNE  30,  1880. 

RECEIPTS. 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer,  on  vouchers  duly  examined  and  approved   $11,816  26 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

By  cash,  as  per  vouchers  in  State  Auditor's  office,  July,  1879  '   $614  14 

"     August,  1879   421  76 

"     September,  1879   724  53 

"            "     October,  1879   1,063  77 

"         "         "               "         "            "     November,  1879   1,211  94 

"         "         "               "         "            "     December,  1879   1,134  03 

"         "               "         "            "     January,  1880   1,336  88 

"     February,  1880   1,071  93 

"     March,  1880   1,067  94 

"     April,  1880   922  74 

"                         "         "            "     May,  1880   874  79 

"     June,  1880   1,371  81 


Total   $11,816  26 
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BUILDING  AND  EQUIPMENT  FUND,  FROM  MARCH  12,  1879,  TO  JUNE  30,  1880. 

RECEIPTS. 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer,  on  vouchers  duly  sworn  to  and  approved   SC,086  80 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

In  erecting  dormitory  and  hospital   $3,994  66 

Reraodeliog  dining-room  and  coDstructing  cellar   998  39 

Furniture  and  necessary  equipments   593  75 

Well  and  water  tank   495  00 

Total   §6,086  80 

Respectfully  submitted.  A.  T.  SHARPE,  Treasurer. 

Wyandotte,  Kas.,  June  30,  1880. 
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PHYSICIAN'S  EEPOET. 


To  the  Board  of  Trustees  Kansas  Institution  for  the  Blind : 

Gentlemen:  The  medical  history  of  the  Institution  for  the  Blind  for 
the  past  year  affords  nothing  peculiar.  We  have  been  visited  by  no  epi- 
demic, and  had  nothing  to  contend  against  except  the  ordinary  complaints 
of  the  climate.  We  have  had,  to  be  sure,  several  grave  cases  of  typho- 
malarial  fevers,  also  a  number  of  cases  of  pneumonia  of  the  same  type,  all 
of  which,  we  are  happy  to  say,  terminated  favorably. 

The  most  of  our  sickness  occurs  at  the  beginning  of  the  term,  when  a 
number  of  our  pupils  return,  more  or  less  affected  by  the  malaria  of  the 
regions  in  the  neighborhood  of  their  homes;  but  in  a  few  weeks,  by  the  sani- 
tary arrangements  and  watchful  care  of  the  Superintendent  and  Matron,  a 
fair  share  of  health  is  maintained  for  the  remainder  of  the  term.  Indeed, 
among  so  many  children  whose  physical  constitutions  are  defective,  each 
season  brings  ills  which  require  a  good  deal  of  care. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

FKED.  SPECK,  M.  D. 
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EEPOET  OF  EXAMINING  COMMITTEE. 


Below  will  be  found  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed  by  you  to  as- 
sist in  conducting  the  examinations  of  the  various  classes  in  the  literary 
department  of  this  Institution,  at  the  close  of  term  ending  June  17,  1880. 

To  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  State  Charitable  Institutions  for  the  State  of 
Kansas : 

Gentlemen  :  In  compliance  with  your  request,  we  visited  the  Institution 
for  the  Blind  on  the  16th  of  June,  and  examined  what  is  known  as  the  lit- 
erary department  of  the  school. 

As  the  committee  was  inexperienced  in  examining  the  blind,  we  had  no 
definite  means  of  judging  of  their  true  merits.  We  were  anxious  on  the 
one  hand  to  do  injustice  to  neither  teachers  nor  pupils,  and  on  the  other  to 
make  the  examination  both  searching  and  thorough. 

For  the  sake  of  securing  some  standard  of  comparison,  it  was  decided  to 
take  questions  given  to  pupils  of  equal  attainments  in  one  of  our  best  graded 
schools  in  the  State,  and  test  the  blind  upon  them. 

One  of  the  committee  had  the  questions  given  at  the  oral  examination  of 
the  pupils  of  the  Kansas  Normal  Training  Schools,  of  Paola;  upon  these 
questions  the  blind  were  chiefly  examined.  The  committee  took  the  classes 
into  their  charge,  and  examined  them  after  their  own  peculiar  method. 

To  satisfactorily  examine  all  the  classes  in  the  Institution  in  one  day  was 
found  to  be  impossible,  hence  it  was  thought  best  to  thoroughly  examine  a 
few  selected  classes.  The  classes  examined  were  as  follows:  One  in  Arith- 
metic, one  in  Ancient  History,  one  in  English  Literature  and  Grammar,  one 
in  Geography.  The  time  devoted  to  the  examination  of  each  class  was  from 
one  to  one  and  a  half  hours. 

The  first  class  examined  was  Arithmetic.  This  class  had  completed  the 
book.  During  the  last  term  of  the  year,  special  attention  had  been  given  to 
square  and  cube  root,  geometrical  progression,  and  mensuration.  A  variety 
of  problems  was  given  to  the  class  in  common  fractions,  decimal  fractions, 
percentage,  mensuration,  etc.  The  problems  presented  were  practical,  such 
as  are  daily  used  in  business.  The  pupils  were  timed  to  the  second  by  the 
watch.  On  every  example  given,  except  two,  the  blind  pupils  were  not  only 
as  accurate,  but  as  rapid  as  those  of  the  Kansas  Normal  Training  Schools. 
This  was  a  great  surprise,  as  we  had  no  idea  that  the  average  blind  pupils 
could  be  brought  to  the  same  degree  of  efficiency  as  those  in  our  graded 
schools.  From  the  examination  of  this  class  we  were  compelled  to  infer 
that  to  be  blind  is  no  disadvantage  in  the  study  of  Arithmetic,  for  here  we 
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found  a  whole  class  of  blind  boys  and  girls  able  to  work  precisely  the  same 
examples  in  their  heads  as  accurately  and  as  rapidly  as  the  children  in  our 
public  schools. 

The  class  in  Ancient  History  was  the  second  tested.  An  examination  of 
nearly  one  and  a  half  hours  developed  the  following:  (a)  That  the  topical 
recitations  of  the  pupils  were  above  the  average;  they  were  excellent. 
(6)  The  pupils  had  the  leading  facts  well  digested,  and  systematically  asso- 
ciated, (c)  The  pupils'  comprehension  of  the  subject  was  just  as  broad  as 
that  of  the  pupils  in  the  high  schools  of  the  State. 

The  class  in  English  Literature  was  especially  interesting,  and  was  the 
next  examined.  The  name  of  some  celebrated  author  was  given  to  each 
member  of  the  class.  From  each  was  required  a  biographical  sketch  of  the 
author,  a  list  of  his  most  important  works,  and  a  brief  statement  of  their 
relative  merits.  There  was  not  a  single  failure  in  this  exercise.  The  pupils 
were  then  required  to  recite  selections  from  several  authors,  which  they 
promptly  did.  After  this,  the  committee  selected  Byron's  Apostrophe  to  the 
Ocean,  which  was  analyzed  in  some  of  its  parts  line  by  line.  The  examina- 
tion showed  that  the  pupils  were  well  trained ;  that  they  possessed  a  good 
comprehension  of  the  subject,  and  were  capable  of  fully  appreciating  the 
beauties  of  English  literature. 

The  class  in  Geography  was  principally  tested  in  the  relations  of  cities, 
States,  countries,  rivers  and  mountains  to  each  other.  It  would  be  useless 
to  expatiate  on  any  special  points,  as  our  opinion  can  be  summed  up  in  a 
few  words,  viz. :  This  class  of  blind  boys  and  girls  passed  a  better  examina- 
tion in  geography  than  any  class  we  have  ever  examined  in  any  school. 
Their  proficiency  was  simply  wonderful,  which  may  be  largely  owing  to  the 
method,  the  pupils  having  learned  their  geography  through  [the  sense  of 
touch,  by  means  of  dissected  wooden  maps. 

The  examination  of  the  several  classes  suggested  many  points  which 
should  receive  the  careful  attention  of  the  management  and  Legislature.  A 
few  of  these  points  we  beg  leave  to  submit: 

1st.  The  literary  training  and  education  which  the  blind  are  receiving  in 
the  Kansas  Institution  are  as  good  as  that  which  pupils  are  receiving  in  any 
of  the  public  schools  of  the  State. 

2d.  This  equality  of  literary  attainments  and  culture  can  only  be  accom- 
plished by  the  expenditure  of  an  immense  amount  of  additional  labor  on  the 
part  of  the  blind. 

3d.  This  great  additional  labor  can  only  be  secured  at  some  sacrifice,  which 
is,  probably,  the  general  health  of  the  pupils.- 

4th.  Under  the  most  favorable  conditions,  circumstances,  and  surround- 
ings, the  blind  must  necessarily  exercise  a  greater  amount  of  labor  to  acquire 
the  same  degree  of  proficiency  in  a  given  subject  than  the  same  pupils  in  a 
normal  condition. 

5th.  The  pupils  of  our  Institution  for  the  Blind  have  not  had  those  facili- 
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ties  which  they  ought  to  have  had.  They  have  labored  under  too  maDy  dis- 
advantages, and  have  been  compelled  to  lift  themselves  up  to  the  present 
high  standard  by  overtaxing  their  physical  strength. 

6th.  That  these  blind  pupils  should  be  required  to  do  this  any  longer,  no 
one  will  admit.  That  every  facility  should  be  furnished  which  will  save 
them  as  much  labor  as  possible,  no  one  can  deny.  Hence,  a  most  liberal 
appropriation  should  be  demanded  of  our  next  Legislature,  for  the  purpose 
of  furnishing  the  Institution  with  all  the  apparatus  necessary  to  facilitate 
the  acquisition  of  ideas  through  the  sense  of  touch. 

7th.  The  great  aim  and  object  of  educating  the  blind  should  be  to  prepare 
them  to  go  out  into  the  world,  and  earn  their  living  honestly,  and  without 
begging  for  it. 

8th.  No  subject  or  parts  of  subject  should  be  taught  in  the  Institution  for 
the  Blind  which  did  not  directly  aid  them  in  the  practical  duties  of  life,  and 
which  they  could  not  daily  use  in  their  business  relations. 

9th.  That  the  National  Government  should  establish  and  maintain  a 
National  University  for  the  Blind,  for  their  higher  education  and  culture. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  WHERRELL, 
Principal  Kansas  Normal  School. 
P.  SHERMAN, 
Superintendent  Wyandotte  Public  Schools. 

June  21,  1880. 
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INVENTORY. 


.  -Below  will  be  found  a  list  of  the  property  in  use  at  the  Kansas  Institution 
for  the  Education  of  the  Blind,  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 
30,  1880: 


Ar  licks. 


Piano/ 

(iiiitar. 

Piano  stool. 

Iron  bedstead. 

W>  o(i  btdsteads. 

Single  mattresses. 

Doiilile  mattresses. 

Pillows. 

Chairs. 

Wash-stand. 

Cham  hers. 

Curtains. 

Brooms. 

Piano  stool. 

Chairs. 

Ticks. 

Feather  bolster. 
Blankets. 
Moss  pillows. 
Feather  pillow. 
Chairs. 
Rocker. 

Bureau,  with  glass. 

Wash-stand. 

Bedstead. 

Wash  bowl  and  pitcher. 

Soap  dish. 

Slop  bucket. 

Table  cover. 

Towel. 

Mattress. 

Sheets. 

Blanket. 

Mattress. 

Books. 

Lambrequin. 

Piano  and  cover. 

Wood  stool. 

Iron  stool. 

Chairs. 

Stand. 

Lamp  bracket. 
M  usic  books. 
Iron  bedstead. 
Wood  bedsteads. 
Pillows. 
Chairs. 
Step-ladder. 
Wash-stand. 
Curtains. 

Double  mattresses. 

Single  mattress. 

Bureau. 

Chairs. 

Carpet. 

Bedstead. 

Spring  bed. 

Sheets. 

Pillows. 

Spread. 

Curtains. 


Amount. 

Articles. 

1  

Slop  jar. 
Ewer  and  basin. 
Towel. 
Set  mats. 
Soap  dish. 
Stand. 
Wash-stand. 
Spittoon. 
Lambrequins. 

1  

1  

1  

1  

1  

1  

1  

2  

1  1  Reflector. 

1  i  Bedstead. 

1  j  Table. 

2  1  Chairs. 

1   Rocker. 


6  volumes. 

1  

1  

1  set  , 


1  

5  

1  

1  

1  

1  

1  

1  

1  

1  

1  

1  

1  

1  

1  

I'.'.'.'.Z........ 

1  

1  

1  

3  volumes... 
70  volumes. 

1  

1  set  

1  


Ipair. 

1  


Table  spread. 

Wash-stand. 

Ewer  and  basin. 

Lamp  bracket. 

Looking  glass. 

Work  basket. 

Stool. 

Books. 

Soap  dish. 

Hair  brush. 

Bed  springs. 

Mattress. 

Spread. 

Sheets. 

Blanket. 

Pillows. 

Curtain. 

Bracket  lamp. 

Wall  brush. 

Stove. 

Chairs. 

Medicine  chest. 
Letter  press  and  stand. 
Table. 
Desk. 

Bracket  lamp. 

Legislative  picture. 

Waste  basket. 

Notary  seal. 

Croquet  set. 

Bath  tub. 

Violin  and  box. 

Wash  stand. 

Ewer  and  basin. 

Slop  jar. 

Comb  and  brush. 

Mirror. 

Carpet. 

Lounge. 

English  literature. 

Euslish  literature. 

Bedstead. 

Bed  springs. 

Mattress. 

Blanket. 

Sheets. 

Spread. 
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INVENTORY—  Continued. 


Articles. 


Bureau  and  glass. 

Ewer  and  basin. 

Towels. 

Wash-stand. 

Curtain. 

Chair. 

Pillows. 

School  books. 

Chamber. 

Soap  dish. 

Piano. 

Piano  cover. 

Curtains. 

Bedstead. 

Ewer  and  basin. 

Mattress. 

Cotton  mattress. 

Quilt. 

Sheets. 

Pillow  and  slips. 

Chamber. 

Table. 

Table-spread. 

Chairs. 

Towel. 

Looking-glass. 
Lamp. 
Curtain. 
Towel. 
Bureau. 
Bedstead. 
Wardrobe. 
Wash-stand. 
Ewer  and  basin. 
Soap  dish. 
Brush  dish. 
Slop  bowl. 
Foot-bath  tub. 
Chamber. 
Toilet  soap. 
Castile  soap. 
Chamber. 
Toilet  shelf. 
Towel  rack. 
Clothes  hamper. 
Chair. 
Carpet. 
Curtains. 
Clock. 

Hanging  lamp. 

Bracket  lamp. 

Feather  duster. 

What-not. 

Center  table. 

Sofa. 

Chairs. 

Secretary. 

Ottomans. 

Bracket  lamp. 

Chandelier. 

Chromos. 

Carpet. 

Lap-board. 

Towels. 

Dish  cloths. 

Table  cloths. 

Bolster  cases. 


In  Laundry  Store  Room. 

Sheets. 
Pillow  slips. 
Towels. 
Roller  towels. 
Napkins. 
Single  mattress. 
Indian  Head  muslin. 
Indian  Head  muslin. 
42-inch  black  muslin. 


Amonnt. 

Articles. 

Laundry  Store  Room.— CStmcZ. 

Canton  flannel. 

100  yards... 
4634  yards. 
534  yards... 

1  

1  

1  

2  

1    

1  

1  

1  

1  


4  gross. 


16  

1  

10  volumes. 
58  volumes. 

1  

1  set  

7  


1  , 

1  , 

3  volumes. 


24  volumes. 

I  

1  

2  

22  

11  copies.... 

1  

1  


24  volumes. 

20  volumes. 

21  volumes. 

1  

47  


28  volumes. 


In  No.  4. 

Prints. 

Dress  goods. 

Crash. 

Carpet. 

Bed  spread. 

Mattress. 

Sheets. 

Bolster  and  cover. 
Clothes  hamper. 
Rug. 
Lamp. 

Ewer  and  basin. 
Slop  jar. 

Soap  and  brush  dish. 
Towel. 

Window  shade. 
Chair,  wood. 
Work  baskets. 
Net. 

Matches. 


In  School  Room. 
Organ. 

Bracket  lamp. 
Table. 

Table  spread. 

Chairs. 

Stool. 

Curtains. 

Blackboard. 

School  desks. 

Stove  and  pipe, 

Chambers's  Encyclopedia. 

School  books. 

Globe. 

Mensuration  blocks. 
Writing  cards. 
Map  of  Kansas. 
Map  of  South  America. 
Section  map  of  Kansas. 
Boston  type. 
Waste  basket. 
Pictures. 
Waste  basket. 
Clothes  basket. 
Teacher's  desk. 
Stove  and  pipe. 
School  desks. 
Raised-type  book. 
Bracket  lamp. 
Bell. 

Curtains. 
Slates. 

St,  John's  Gospel. 

Large  globe. 

Small  globe. 

Point  spelling  books. 

Line  letter  books. 

Old  primers. 

Map  United  States. 

Primers, 

Writing  cards. 

School  books. 

In  Dining  Room. 

Goblets. 
New  saucers. 
Old  saucers. 
Sauce  plates. 
Coffee  cups. 
Soup  tureens. 
Gravy  boats. 
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INVENTORY—  Continued. 


Articles. 


In  Dining-Room  —  Concluded. 

Covered  dish. 

Vegetable  dishes. 

Pie  plates. 

Platters. 

Cream  pitchers. 

Bowls. 

Butter  dishes. 
Tin  teaspoons. 
Soup  plates. 
Stee"l  forks. 
Steel  knives. 
Breakfast  plates. 
Tea  plates. 
Glass  sauce  dishes. 
Wire  table-mats. 
Pickle  dishes. 
Individual  salts. 
Water  pitchers. 
Bread  knives. 
Castor,  complete. 
Steels. 

Molas$es  cups. 
Plated  forks. 
Plated  knives. 
Tin  table-spoons. 
Plated  table-spoons. 
Knife  basket. 
Chairs. 
Call  bell. 
Plated  teaspoons. 
Egg  cups. 

Individual  butter  cups. 

Servers. 

Carving  knife. 

Sugar  bowls. 

Spoon  holders. 

Milk  pans. 

Dish-pan. 

Curtains. 

Dish  cupboards. 

Table  brush  and  pan. 

Tumblers. 

Vegetable  dishes. 

Tin  pepper-box. 

Extension  tables. 

Long  tables. 

Ice  box. 


Miscellaneous. 

Cows. 
Hogs. 

Wheelbarrow. 
Old  sled. 
Plow. 

Iron  kettle. 
Drag. 

Shovel-plow. 
Wood. 

Composition  bell. 
Sleigh. 
Wood  saw. 
Saw  horse. 
Ax. 

Small  hose. 
Oil  tank. 
Hoe. 

Wagon  and  cushions. 

Wrench. 

Saddle. 

Oil  can. 

Shovels. 

Hay  rakes. 

Iron  rake. 

Horses. 

Old  harness. 

New  harness. 

Scoop  shovel. 

Four-tined  fork. 


Amouni. 


10  bushels., 

2  tons  

300  pounds. 


7  bottles. 
4  


1  pound.. 

4  

17  boxes., 

13  

1  

1  


6  dozen  

4  

1.579  pounds. 
Half-chest.... 
30  gallon*..... 
24  pounds  

1  box  

2  boxes  

4  dozen  

4  dozen  

2  boxes  

95  pounds  

2  boxes  


30  bottles.. 

23  

10  pounds. 
10  pounds. 
10  pounds. 
10  pounds. 
40  gallons. 
66  quarts.., 

2  

1  


3  

1  box. 
4  


22  gallons., 

1  

2  

3  


5  

1  pound. 

1  

2  


1  

1  pair. 
1  pair., 

1  

2  

1  


Articles. 


300  pounds. 
1  


Miscellaneous  —  Concluded. 
Horse  blanket. 
Potato  fork. 
String  bells. 
Oats. 
Hay. 
Bran. 


In  Store  Room. 
Vanilla. 

Bracket  lamps,  fountain. 

Lamp  shades. 

Nutmegs. 

Scrub  brushes. 

Blacking. 

Bowls. 

Gravy  boat. 

Cream  pitcher. 

Sugar  bowls. 

Water  pitchers. 

Dinner  plates. 

CoflFee  cups. 

Pickle  dish. 

Individual  salts. 

Platters. 

Soup  dish  base. 

Glass  fruit  jars. 

Bath  brick. 

Scollop  dish. 

Tin  molasses  cups. 

Tin  gravy  dishes. 

Coifee  pots. 

Auger. 

Toilet  soap. 

Tin  wash  basins. 

Granulated  sugar. 

Tea. 

N.  O.  molasses. 

Royal  baking  powder. 

Corn  starch. 

Laundry  starch. 

German  silver  table  spoons. 

German  silver  tea  spoons. 

Candles. 

Banner  soap. 

Raisins. 

Lamp  flues. 

Laundry  bluing. 

Three-hoop  pails. 

Ginger. 

Pepper. 

Musta'-d. 

Cinnamon, 

Vinegar. 

Canned  fruit. 

Fruit  dishes. 

Castor. 

Individual  salts. 
Tin  pepper  boxes. 
Salt  cellars. 
Extra  cinnamon. 
Soup  ladles. 
Pendent  lamps. 
Stone  ware. 
Tin  bread  box. 
Tin  boilers. 
Half-gallon  tin  cups. 
One-gallon  tin  buckets. 
Sage. 

Tin  lard  can. 

Pendent  lamps,  single  burner. 
Cake  pan. 

Fairbanks's  platform  scales. 

Counter  scales. 

Spice  box. 

Dust  pans. 

Dish  pan. 

Coffee. 

Table. 
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AmoufU.  Articles.  Amouni.  ArticUs. 


Is  KiTCHEX. 

1„   Salt  scoop,  tin. 

1   Sugar  scoop,  wood. 

1   Chair. 

2  barrels.-   Salt. 

1„  ~   Refrigerator. 

1„   Dish-pan. 

1    Chopping  bowL 

15   Dripping  pans. 

■L.   Frying  pans. 

2_   Steamers. 

4   Cake  pans. 

■i„    I  Gem  pans. 

1„  ^  — :  Meat  saw. 

1™  Broiler. 

2_  —  j  Soapstone  cake  baters. 

2_  _  j  Iron  pots. 

1   ]  Stone  milk  pan. 

2     ....I  Buckets. 

1  !  Mop. 

2   One-bushel  baskets. 

1_   Cake  box. 

1   Chair. 

8_  ;  Old  knives. 

28   Milk  pans. 

1   Range. 

1   Tea  kettle. 

Cake  pans. 
Pic  pans. 
Potato  mashers. 
Tea  can. 
;  Bowl, 
j  Meat  block. 
'  Spice  box. 

2-  —  !  Stew  pails. 

1  Clock. 

2   Chairs. 

1-  Iron  poker. 

1„   Iron  shoTel. 

1-      Towel. 

1   Dust  pan. 

1-  „   Bracket  lamp. 


Ix  Lower  Hall. 

5   Fire  buckets. 

2   Ash  buckets. 

1  ;  Scraper  and  shoTeL 

1  '  Furnace. 

1   Spice  mill. 


10 

13  

2..  

1   

1-  :  


I>-  GlKLS'  DORMITOBT. 


16  

Iron  bedsteads. 

16  

Mattresses. 

16  

Pillows,  feather. 

8-  

Chairs. 

2_  „  

Chambers. 

1-  

Table. 

1  _ 

Wash-stand. 

1  

Ewer  and  basin. 

1„  

Soap  dish. 

1-  

Chamber. 

1    

Bracket  lamp. 

1  

Carpet. 

1  

Chair. 

1  

Candle  stick. 

20  

Window  shades. 

In-  Caepexteb  Shop. 


1   Po'St  auger. 

1   Pick. 

1_  i  Mattock. 

1-    Round  table. 

3   Chairs. 

1-   Ash  bucket, 

1  '  Ax. 

1   Corn  knife. 

1-  ^Ji  Spirit  level. 


•  I>-  Carpenter  Shop— Cbiwr^. 

5  '  Saws. 

2  pairs   Hedge  shears. 

1   Glue" pot. 

4   Iron  vises. 

1    Brace. 

1   ■  Drawing  knife. 

1    Hatchet. 

1   Gouge. 

7   Bitts. 

3   Chisels. 

1   Oil  stone. 

2  ^   Try  squares. 

2  i  Screw  drivers. 

1..  ;  Compass. 

8   Planes. 

1   Iron  last-stand. 

1   Broom  corn  seeder. 

1   Step  ladder. 

189  5-12  dozen....  Brooms. 

2C0  feet.-   Hose. 

5  dozen   Wisp  brooms. 

Is  Hospital. 

5   Iron  bedsteads. 

4   Mattresses. 

9    Pillows,  feather. 

30-   Bed  spreads. 

1   Sewing  machine. 

2  _   Chairs. 


1  

1 ...... 

1  

6  

13_... 


Table. 

Clock. 

Pitcher. 

Bracket  lamp. 

Reflector. 

Window  shades. 

Grav  blankets,  doable. 


37   Towels. 

54  yards   Lonsdale  muslin. 

 •  Bed  pan. 

Ix  Teacher's  Rook. 

1   Iron  bedstead. 

1    Mattress. 

1   Feather  pillow. 

1   Rncking  chair. 

1   Wash-stand. 

1   Ewer  and  basin. 

1    Towel. 

1   Table. 

1   Chair. 

1    Carpel. 

1  :  Bracket  lamp. 

3  ~   Window  shades. 

1  ;  Webster's  Unabridged  Dictio'y. 

1   Chamber. 


Ix  Girls*  Dormitort. 

  Comforts. 

8_   Double  blankets. 

3_   Single  blankets. 

1   I  Iron  bedsteads. 


 „  „  \  Mattress. 

I   Chambers. 

  Table. 

 Chair. 

 „    Window  shades. 

  Bracket  lamp. 

5  pounds-   Hat  straw. 

 _   Chair. 

 Bath  tub. 

  j  Clothes  hamper. 

    Blacking  brush. 

Bucket. 
Slop  bucket. 
Dust  pan. 
PiUow  slip. 
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INVENTORY— Concluded. 


Articles. 


In  Girls'  Dormitory  —  Cone. 

Roller  towel. 
Hand  towels. 
Window  shade. 

In  Shop. 

Steelyard. 
Grindstone. 
Broom  corn. 
Tying  machines. 
Presses. 
Wire  reel. 
Stove. 

Brush  comb. 
Brush  shears. 
Shovel. 
Iron  poker. 
Wood  buckets. 
Wash  basins. 
Sink. 

Toping  bench. 
Hand  scrapers. 
Knives. 
Pounders. 
Needles. 
Hand  shears. 
Oil  can. 
Wrench. 
Square. 
Patterns. 
Bleach  box. 
Twine. 

Broom  handles. 
Wood  bedsteads. 
Iron  bedstead. 

In  Boys'  Dormitory. 

Mattresses. 
Pillows. 
Heating  drum. 
Chairs. 
Wash-stands. 
Clock. 
Ladder. 
Round  table. 


Amount. 


Articles. 


In  Boys'  Dormitory  —  Cone. 


2   Curtains. 

  Looking-glass. 

 I  Wood  bucket. 

 j  Iron  bedstead. 

  Wood  bedsteads. 

10   Mattresses. 

set  I  Wire  springs. 

 I  Pillows. 

  Clothes  box. 

 [  Heating  drum. 

 t  Chairs. 

  Table. 

  Desk. 

 I  Wash-stand. 

  Wash-bowl. 

 j  Soap  slab. 

 I  Looking-glass. 

 •  Bass  violin. 

  Old  carpet. 

 I  Desks. 

  Teacher  table. 

 I  Chairs 


  Stove. 

 I  Book  case. 

too  gallons   Soft  soap. 

3  1  Wash  boards. 

7   Wash  tubs. 

3   Wood  buckets. 

3   Baskets. 

2   Long  tables. 

1   Round  table. 


In  Laundry. 

3   Ironing  tables. 

10   Smoothing  boards. 

4   Hat  blocks. 

1   Stove. 

1   Clothes  horse, 

3  1  Chairs. 

1  !  Fire  shovel. 

1  .',   Eureka  wringer, 

1   Fluting  iron. 

1   Tailors'  goose. 
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INSTITUTION  FOR  THE  EDUCATION  OF  THE  BLIND,  WYANDOTTE,  KANSAS. 


EXTRACT  FROM  THIRD  BIENKIAL  REPORT  OF  BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES  OF  THE 
STATE  CHARITABLE  INSTITUTIONS  OF  THE  STATE  OF  KANSAS. 


RELATING  TO  THE  MANAGEMENT 

OF  THE 

INSTlTUTIOISr  FOR  THE 

EDUCATION  OF  THE  BLIND, 

AT 

WYANDOTTE,  KANSAS, 

FOR  THE 

BIENNIAL  PERIOD  ENDING  JUNE  30,  1882. 


TOPEKA,  KANSAS: 

KANSAS    PUBLISHING  HOUSE. 

1882. 


BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES. 


EDWIN  KNOWLES,  President,      -     -     -  Saheiha. 

C.  E.  FAULKNER,  Secretary,  ...     -  Salina, 

A.  T.  SHARPE,  Treasurer,        -     -     -     -  Ottawa, 
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C.  R.  MITCHELL,   Geuda  Springs. 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  INSTITUTION. 


GEO.  H.  MILLER,  Superintendent. 

MRS.  JULIA  A.  MILLER,      -     -     -  Matron. 
FRED.  SPECK,  M.  D.,  Physician. 


TEACHERS. ' 


MISS  KATE  PARKER,    -  - 

MISS  FANNIE  McELROY,  - 

FRANK  W.  SYLER,  -     -  - 

MISS  EMMA  HAMBLIN,  - 

S.  S.  MOORE,       -     -     -  - 


Literary  Department. 
Literary  Department. 
Literary  Department. 
Musical  Department. 
Master  of  Handicraft. 


INSTITUTION  FOR  THE  EDUCATION  OF  THE  BLIND, 

GEO.  H.  MILLER,  Superintendent. 


We  are  glad  to  report  the  continued  and  increasing  prosperity  of  this  In- 
stitution. That  the  education  of  the  blind  is  a  matter  of  easy  accomplish- 
ment when  proper  facilities  for  the  work  are  within  reach,  is  an  assured  and 
gratifying  fact,  and  as  the  result  of  her  broad  and  generous  policy,  Kansas 
can  point  with  a  just  pride  to  her  Institution  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind. 
The  general  condition  of  the  school  is  all  that  can  be  desired.  The  industrial 
department  affords  a  valuable  and  essential  branch  of  instruction,  and  is  more 
than  self-sustaining,  having,  during  the  past  two  years,  returned  a  net  profit 
over  all  expenditures  of  $820.06. 

The  last  Legislature  appropriated  $25,000  for  additional  buildings.  In 
compliance  with  the  requirements  of  the  act,  the  authorities  of  the  county 
and  city  of  Wyandotte  executed  deeds  of  the  land  upon  which  the  Institu- 
tion is  located,  which  conveyances  were  approved  by  the  Attorney  General 
as  vesting  a  perfect  title  to  said  land  in  the  State.  The  further  sum  of  $3,000 
was  appropriated  for  steam  heating.  The  work  contemplated  by  these  appro- 
priations was  let  to  the  lowest  and  best  bidders,  in  the  manner  prescribed  by 
law,  and  has  been  completed  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 

We  respectfully  ask  an  appropriation  of  funds  for  additional  furniture, 
and  to  extend  the  system  of  steam  heating  into  the  old  wing.  Estimates  for 
these  items  and  the  current  expenses  of  the  Institution  will  be  found  in  the 
tabular  statement  of  appropriations  required,  at  the  close  of  this  report. 

The  practice  of  paying  the  boys  a  per  cent,  of  the  proceeds  of  their  labor 
is  entirely  satisfactory.  An  account  is  kept  with  each  one,  and  he  is  paid 
a  certain  price  per  dozen  for  brooms  made  by  him.  The  sum  of  $815.25  was 
paid  to  the  boys  during  the  past  two  years,  the  larger  portion  of  which  was 
judiciously  expended  by  them  for  clothing  and  other  necessary  items.  Add- 
ing the  amount  thus  paid  to  the  boys  for  their  labor,  to  the  sum  stated  above 
as  net  profit,  $820.06,  and  we  have  the  sum  of  $1,635.31,  which  represents 
the  value  of  the  labor  of  the  boys  for  two  years.  The  average  number  of 
boys  working  in  this  department  during  the  above  period  was  sixteen,  mak- 
ing the  earnings  of  each  boy  employed  $51.10  per  annum,  (or  during  the 
school  term  of  nine  months.) 

The  reports  of  the  Superintendent  and  Treasurer  of  the  Board  exhibit  the 
details  of  management. 

Our  thanks  are  due  to  the  officers  and  teachers  for  the  patient  zeal  and 
fidelity  which  have  wrought  such  good  results. 
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TREASURER'S  REPORT. 

To  the  Hon.  Board  of  Trustees  Kaiuas  Institution  for  the  Blind,  Wyandotte, 
Kansas  : 

Gentlemen  —  I  beg  to  lay  before  you  a  report  of  the  financial  operations 
of  this  Institution,  from  July  1st,  1880,  to  June  30th,  1882  —  two  years. 

BECEIPTS. 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer,  on  sworn  vouchers  duly  examined  and  approved  by 


Finance  Committee,  on  account  of  the  respective  appropriations,  as  follows: 

Care  and  maintenance  and  current  expenses,  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1881   $7,756  79 

Salaries  officers  and  employes,  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1881   4,715  00 

Appropriation  for  purchase  of  pianos,  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1881   450  00 

Care  and  maintenance  and  current  expenses,  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1882   6,792  96 

Salaries  officers  and  employes,  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1882   5,709  81 

Additional  buildings,  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1882...   24,999  07 

Steam  heating,  additional  buildings,  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1882   3,000  00 

Improvement  o  water  supply,  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1882   273  00 

Material  for  manufacture  in  industrial  department,  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1882   1,197  60 

Total   $54,894  23 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

By  cash  paid  on  account  of  respective  appropriations,  as  follows: 

Care  and  maintenance  and  current  expenses,  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1881   $7,756  79 

Salaries  officers  and  employes,  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1881    4,715  00 

Appropriation  for  purchase  of  pianos,  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1881   450  00 

Care  and  maintenance  and  current  expenses,  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1882   6,792  96 

Salaries  officers  and  employes,  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1882   5,709  81 

Additional  buildings,  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1882   24,999  07 

Steam  heating,  additional  buildings,  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1882   3,000  00 

Improvement  of  water  supply,  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1882   273  00 

Material  for  manufacture  in  industrial  department,  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1882   1,197  60 

Total   $54,894  23 


Respectfull}^  submitted. 
Wyandotte,  Kas.,  June  30,  1882.  A.  T.  SHARPE,  Treasurer. 


SUPERINTENDENT'S  REPORT. 

To  the  Board  of  Trustees  .of  State  Charitable  Institutions  : 

Gentlemen  —  I  herewith  submit  the  third  biennial  report  of  the  Kansas 
Institution  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind,  for  the  biennial  term  ending  June 
30,  1882.  The  period  intervening  since  our  last  report  has  been  marked  by 
a  constant  improvement  in  every  department.  The  students  have  labored 
diligently  to  store  their  minds  with  useful  knowledge,  and  have  yielded  a 
ready  and  cheerful  obedience  to  the  rules  you  have  seen  fit  to  enact  for  the 
government  of  our  Institution. 

While  our  discipline  has  not  been  rigid,  it  has  accomplished  the  desired 
result  —  cementing  the  aims  and  efforts  of  all  into  one  common  interest,  thus 
promoting  that  harmony  so  essential  to  the  symmetrical  development  of  the 
character  of  the  young. 
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With  gratitude  to  an  overruling  Providence,  we  record,  that  in  the  main 
the  health  of  the  pupils  and  teachers  has  been  exceptionably  good ;  but  few 
cases  of  sickness,  and  only  one  of  a  serious  character.  Miss  Girtrie  Brooks, 
of  Sedan,  was  taken  sick,  a  few  days  after  the  opening  of  the  term,  with  ma- 
larial-typhoid fever,  and  in  spite  of  the  highest  medical  skill  and  unremitting 
attention,  her  disease  terminated  fatally,  November  10,  1881. 


CATALOGUE  OF  PUPILS. 
In  the  following  table  will  be  found  a  list  of  the  names  of  pupils,  with 
their  county  and  post-office  address : 


Name. 


Females 

Adams,  Nellie  

Ambrose,  Dora  

Angell,  Hattie  

Billings,  Jessie  

Brown,  Ada  

Brown,  Alma  

Gulp,  Jennie  

Gulp,  Frances  

Dougherty,  Helen  

Graham,  Emily  

Honnymann,  Lida  

Racket,  Almina  

Kablar,  Louise  

Kenedy,  Lizzie  

Killeeu,  Katie  

King,  Florence  

Lockwood,  Ollie  

McGool,  Viola  

Moore,  Ella  

Nichols,  Lulu  

Plummer,  Eldora  

Pryor,  Mary  

Packard,  Edith  

Rockwood,  Mary  

Sheets,  Hettie  

Seip,  Anna  

Smith,  Josie  

Thompson,  Hannah  

Tibbitts,  May  

Taylor,  Lillian  

Wiseman,  Jennie  

Wiseman,  Rosa  

Woosley,  Eliza  

Winship,  Belle  

Williams,  Ella  

Males. 

Bosely,  Thomas  

Bane,  George  

Ghouteau,  Edward  

Gone,  Harry  

Gooper,  Oliver  

Galvin,  Alfonso  

Downing,  George  

Drake,  Elijah  

Friend,  Frank...  

Guss,  Samuel  

Gordon,  Hamilton  

Hughes,  John  

Hull,  Herschel  V  

Jones,  James  

Kauffman,  Samuel  

Kastner,  Otto  

Lee,  Willie  

LeFevre,  Joseph  

McConnell,  Gyrus  

Masterson,  Gharles  

Maswick,  Frank  

Messengale,  Thomas  

Plumbly,  John  

Plought,  Henry  

Packard,  Fred  


Residence. 


Topeka  

Lane  

Phillipsburg... 

German  

Eureka  

Bethany  , 

Atchison  

Atchison  

Parsons  , 

La  Gygne  

Seneca  

Solon  

Richland  

Newton  

Wyandotte  

Stanton  

Aldine  

Gloverdale  , 

Leavenworth.. 

Parsoos  

Mound  Valley, 

La  Gygne  

Little  Walnut. 

Parsons  

Allen  

Beloit  

Solon  

Eureka  

Oswego  

Snow  Hill  

Field  Valley... 
Field  Valley.., 

Sedgwick  

Parsons  , 

Oswego  

Osage  

Atchison  

Edwardsville.. 

Fredonia  

Elk  Falls  

Perry  

Sedan  

Montana  

Paola  , 

Gato  , 

Ellis  

Arvonia  

Smith  Genter. 

lola  

Hartford  

Westmoreland 

Fredonia  , 

Beloit  

Rossville  

Marysville  

Oak  Mills  

Wyandotte  

Mound  Valley, 

Glasco   

Little  Walnut. 


County. 


Shawnee. 

Franklin. 

Phillips. 

Smith. 

Greenwood. 

Osborne. 

Atchison. 

Atchison. 

Labette. 

Linn. 

Nemaha. 

Gherokee. 

Harvey. 

Harvey. 

Wyandotte. 

Miami. 

Norton. 

Ghautauqua. 

Leavenworth. 

Labette. 

Labette. 

Linn. 

Butler. 

Labette. 

Allen. 

Mitchell. 

Gherokee. 

Greenwood. 

Labette. 

Labette. 

Morris. 

Morris. 

Harvey. 

Labette. 

Labette. 

Neosho. 

Atchison. 

Wyandotte. 

Wilson. 

Elk. 

Jefferson. 

Ghautauqua. 

Labette. 

Miami. 

Grawford. 

Ellis. 

Osage. 

Smith. 

Allen. 

Lyon. 

Pottawatomie. 

Wilson. 

Mitchell. 

Shawnee. 

Marshall. 

Atchison. 

Wyandotte. 

Labette. 

Gloud. 

Butler. 
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CATALOGUE  OF  PUPILS— Concluded. 


r>  -,7 
xiestcl€nc6. 

County. 

Males —  Concluded. 

Phillips. 

Neosho. 

Cherokee. 

Labette. 

Miami. 

Cloud. 

Snow  Hill  

Olathe  

Willard,  Fred  

The  average  number  of  pupils  in  attendance  for  the  school  year  ending 
June  7,  1881,  was  52.  In  attendance  during  the  year  ending  June  9,  1882, 
53.  Pupils  graduating  at  the  close  of  term  ending  June  7,  1881,  2;  term 
ending  June  9,  1882,  3;  as  follows: 

Miss  Lulu  Nichols,  of  Labette  county,  in  1881. 

Mr.  Frank  L.  Friend,  of  Miami  county,  in  1881. 

Miss  May  Tibbitts,  of  Labette  county,  in  1882. 

Miss  Ella  E.  Moore,  of  Leavenworth  county,  in  1882. 

Miss  Jennie  Gulp,  of  Atchison  county,  in  1882. 

I  take  pleasure  in  saying  that  the  above-named  pupils  labored  diligently 
during  their  school-life,  and  were  successful  in  fitting  themselves  to  faith- 
fully discharge  the  various  trusts  committed  to  them,  thus  giving  them  an 
equal  chance  with  their  more  fortunate  seeing  companions.  Information  in 
my  possession  from  former  graduates  of  this  Institution,  who  are  providing 
for  themselves  either  as  teachers  or  in  the  industries,  fully  demonstrates  the 
fact  that  the  blind  can  be  taught  to  work  for  a  purpose. 

While  the  attendance  of  students  during  the  last  biennial  period  has  been 
sufficient  to  occupy  all  available  space,  yet  there  are  no  doubt  many  more  in 
the  State  who,  since  the  addition  of  our  new  building,  should  be  gathered 
into  the  Institution,  in  order  that  they  may  be  fitted  for  self-support  and  use- 
fulness by  receiving  the  advantages  offered  for  securing  a  literary,  musical,  or 
industrial  education.  The  shortest,  surest  and  least  expensive  way  to  reach 
this  result  would  be  the  enactment  of  a  law  making  it  the  duty  of  assessors 
of  cities  and  townships  throughout  the  State  to  report  to  the  county  clerk  of 
their  respective  counties  the  number  and  names,  with  sex  and  age,  of  the 
blind  in  their  respective  districts;  and  make  it  the  duty  of  each  county  clerk 
to  report,  before  the  30th  day  of  June  of  each  year,  to  the  Superintendent 
of  the  Institution.  If  such  a  requirement  be  made  and  observed,  it  will  not 
only  be  the  means  of  lifting  many  an  unfortunate  child  out  of  the  perpetual 
darkness  in  which  it  dwells,  but  will  at  the  same  time  furnish  reliable  data 
from  which  to  calculate  the  amounts  necessary  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
Institution. 

ESTIMATES  FOR  1884  AND  1885. 

18SU.  1885. 

Salaries  of  officers,  teachers  and  employes   ?6,730  86,730 

Care  and  maintenance   8,170  8,710 

The  above  estimates  will  be  required  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Institu- 
tion for  the  next  two  years,  which  have  been  increased  over  the  preceding 
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years,  barely  sufficient  to  provide  for  the  anticipated  increase  of  pupils, 
which  the  past  has  demonstrated  to  be  twenty  per  cent,  annually. 

LITERARY  DEPARTMENT. 
The  literary  department  has  made  a  satisfactory  and  steady  advance  since 
my  last  report. 

The  whole  number  of  students  receiving  instruction  in  this  department, 
since  last  report,  is  sixty-three  (63),  classified  as  follows : 


Branches  of  Study. 


Physiology   1  5 

Anatomy   1  4 

Geology   1  4 

Moral  science   1  5 

Composition   1  5 

Ancient  history   1 

United  States  history   2  42 

Rhetoric   1  8 

Literature,  American   1  13 

Literature,  English   1  5 

Elocution   1  63 

Arithmetic   4  56 

Reading,  New  York  Point   1  |  39 

Writing,  New  York  Point   1  I  33 

Writing  script  |  1  |  13 

Spelling  j  4  63 

Grammar   1  j  14 

Geography  \  2  1  47 


No. 
Classes. 


No.  of 
Pupils. 


During  the  past  year  there  have  been  admitted  seventeen  (17)  new  pupils. 
These  have  been  put  into  classes  as  follows:  Spelling  and  defining,  reading 
in  New  York  Point,  arithmetic  and  geography.  They  have  made  remarkable 
progress  for  new  beginners.  It  however  is  a  work  of  time  to  free  the  minds 
of  pupils  on  entering  the  Institution  from  the  erroneous  impression  that  their 
education  is  to  be  completed  in  our  institutions  for  the  blind,  and  to  impress 
upon  their  minds  that  however  important  the  instruction  they  receive  here, 
it  is  to  be  regarded  as  only  the  key  to  the  vast  treasure-house  of  knowledge 
to  which  they  gain  access;  that  education  in  its  largest  sense  is  a  life-work, 
and  that  the  instruction  here  received  is  but  a  preparation  to  successfully 
enter  upon  that  work. 

The  design  of  the  Institution  is  to  prepare  pupils  for  special  professions 
and  trades,  and  to  impart  aptness  and  general  intelligence,  and  to  inspire 
the  mind  with  a  desire  for  the  acquisition  of  knowledge. 

The  education  of  the  blind  is  steadily  advancing,  and  is  no  longer  regarded 
as  a  charity,  but  as  an  essential  part  of  our  free-school  system.  More  and 
more  all  classes  of  children  of  defective  sight,  whether  white  or  black,  are 
recognized  as  coming  within  the  meaning  of  the  school  law.  The  course  of 
instruction  for  the  blind  necessarily  diflTers  somewhat  from  that  of  the  ordi- 
nary school  of  the  State;  partly  because  of  the  peculiar  limitations  of  the 
pupil,  and  partly  by  reason  of  the  introduction  of  industrial  training. 

That  the  training  of  the  blind  child  should  begin  at  home,  and  at  a  much 
earlier  age  than  has  heretofore  been  assigned,  is  an  opinion  which  is  gaining 
ground  among  instructors.    A  great  economy  in  time  would  be  gained,  if 
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parents  who  have  children  of  defective  sight  would  take  the  trouble  to  send 
to  the  Institution  and  secure  for  their  little  unfortunate  ones  our  alphabet 
sheet,  or  primer,  in  the  Xew  York  point  letter;  by  the  aid  of  this  the  child 
could  be  taught  to  read,  thus  saving  the  first  year's  work  in  the  Institution. 
This  work  may,  and  in  many  instances  ought  to  be,  accomplished  within  the 
limits  of  the  charmed  home  circle,  where  peculiar  traits  of  character  so 
often  developed,  may  in  the  incipient  stages,  under  the  skilled  hand  of  the 
mother,  be  so  moulded  as  to  contribute  to  the  happiness  and  usefulness  of 
the  child,  instead  of  being  a  source  of  constant  annoyance  in  school  life. 

Children  can  also  with  a  little  care,  while  young,  be  taught  the  habit  of 
working.  A  prime  factor  in  this  habit  should  be  method,  as  this  will  com- 
pel economy  of  time,  and  a  wise  disposition  of  it.  And  when  the  art  of 
packing  life  with  useful  thoughts  and  employments  is  once  acquired  by 
practice,  every  moment  of  school  life  will  be  turned  to  account;  and  leisure, 
when  it  comes,  will  be  enjoyed  with  the  greatest  zest.  If  the  idle  pupil  may 
be  described  as  killing  time,  the  methodical  pupil  can  be  described  as  calling 
into  life  and  organizing  time  into  hours,  enabling  him  to  find  a  proper  period 
for  each  duty  demanded.  This  same  systematic  method,  when  once  entered 
upon  by  the  pupil,  will  follow  him  after  leaving  the  Institution,  and  will 
mark  his  days,  months  and  years  as  the  punctuation-marks  in  the  record 
of  duties  performed.  It  is  because  application  to  business  teaches  method 
most  efifectually,  that  it  is  so  useful  as  an  educator  of  character.  The 
highest  working  qualities  are  best  trained  by  active  and  sympathetic  contact 
with  others  in  the  aflfairs  of  daily  life.  Power  and  success  belong  only  to  the 
workers  —  the  idlers  are  always  powerless.  It  is  the  laborious  and  painstak- 
ing pupil  who  becomes  the  close  student,  and  attains-  eminence.  Nothing 
great  or  durable  was  ever  improvised.  It  is  only  by  persistent  labor,  and 
the  exercise  of  that  noble  virtue,  patience,  that  the  master-pieces  of  genius 
have  been  achieved. 

HOME  INFLUENCE  OVER  THE  PUPIL. 

Home  influence  can,  and  should  be,  exerted  over  the  pupil  after  entering 
the  Institution,  in  helping  to  shape  the  character,  so  that  it  may  contribute 
in  a  degree  toward  assisting  those  intrusted  with  the  responsible  duty  of  de- 
veloping a  vigorous  moral  growth. 

The  child  enters  the  school,  say  at  ten  or  twelve  years  of  age,  with  a  very 
limited  idea  of  the  duties  required  of  it,  but  if  it  comes  with  the  conscious- 
ness that  the  parents  are  keeping  a  careful  watch  over  its  conduct,  and  will 
hold  it  to  a  strict  account  on  its  return  home  at  the  close  of  each  term,  for 
its  misspent  time  and  opportunities,  it  would  greatly  assist  those  in  charge  of 
the  Institution  in  sending  out  into  society,  at  the  close  of  school-life,  a  man- 
or woman  fully  capable  of  taking  positions  of  honor  or  trust,  instead  of 
placing  in  society  those  of  opposite  characteristics.  The  natural  education 
of  the  home  is  prolonged  far  into  life;  indeed,  it  never  entirely  ceases.  But 
the  time  arrives,  in  the  progress  of  events,  when  the  home  ceases  to  exercise 
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an  exclusive  influence  on  the  formation  of  character,  and  is  succeeded  by 
the  more  artificial  education  of  the  school,  and  the  companionship  of  friends 
and  comrades  which  continue  to  mould  the  character  by  the  influence  of 
example,  which  becomes  an  important  factor,  as  children,  like  adults,  are  so 
unconsciously  imitators  of  example  that  its  effects  are  almost  unheeded,  but 
its  influence  is  none  the  less  permanent  on  that  account. 

It  is  only  when  our  impressive  nature  is  brought  in  contact  with  an  im- 
pressionable one,  that  the  alteration  in  the  character  becomes  perceptible; 
yet  the  weakest  natures  exercise  some  influence  upon  those  about  them. 
Thought  and  habit  are  constant,  and  the  influence  of  example  unceasing: 
hence,  an  occasional  letter  from  home,  filled  with  advice  and  counsel  to  the 
pupil,  often  has  a  telling  effect,  and  leaves  its  imprint  in  softening  the  trials 
of  the  little  ones.  Though  much  of  the  education  of  character  by  example 
is  spontaneous  and  unconscious,  the  young  need  not  be  passive  followers  or 
imitators  of  those  about  them.  Their  own  conduct,  far  more  than  the  con- 
duct of  their  companions,  tends  to  fix  the  purpose  and  form  the  principal 
part  of  their  lives.  Each  possesses  within  himself  a  power  of  free  will  and 
activity  which,  wisely  and  courageously  exercised  and  directed  by  home  coun- 
sel and  advice,  will  enable  him  to  make  his  own  individual  selection  of  friends 
and  associates.  It  is  generally  through  weakness  of  purpose  and  lack  of 
proper  counsel  that  young  people,  as  well  as  old,  become  the  slaves  of  their 
inclinations.  There  is  always  a  period  in  a  child's  life  when  an  entirel)^  new 
phase  may  be  given  to  the  character  by  a  timely  suggestion  or  hint  by  an 
honest  friend  from  the  old  home  circle. 

MUSICAL  DEPARTMENT. 
This  department  has  fully  sustained  its  high  standard  in  our  system  of 
education  during  the  past  two  years,  and  continues  to  grow  in  usefulness  and 
importance  under  the  most  excellent  and  efficient  management  of  Miss  Emma 
Hamblin,  the  present  musical  directress.  Connected  with  this  department 
during  the  past  year  there  have  been  forty-five  pupils.  The  branches  taught 
have  been  piano,  parlor  organ,  guitar,  clarionet,  violin,  violoncello,  class  and 
solo  singing,  harmony,  and  the  art  of  teaching.  In  order  to  do  full  justice 
to  this  department,  a  pipe  organ  is  greatly  needed;  its  absence  is  felt  to  be  a 
great  hindrance  to  the  proper  training  of  the  pupils  for  the  profession  of 
music.  Were  this  supplied,  our  pupils  would  then  have  the  greatest  facil- 
ities for  gaining  a  livelihood  through  their  musical  attainments.  In  all  parts 
of  our  country  as  well  as  in  Europe,  blind  musicians  receive  liberal  patron- 
age as  organists,  using  the  instrument  referred  to.  Musical  notation,  accord- 
ing to  the  New  York  Point  system,  has  been  introduced  and  used  most 
successfully  in  this  departm'ent,  and  is  justly  considered  far  superior  to  all 
others.  Its  method  is  simple  and  easy  of  acquisition;  the  characters  occupy 
less  space,  and  are  more  legible  than  those  of  any  other  embossed  note.  A 
system  of  musical  notation,  by  which  the  blind  can  read  and  write  music,  is 
of  coarse  as  great  an  assistance  to  them,  and  equally  as  important,  as  a  sys- 
tem of  notation  for  those  blessed  with  sight. 
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INDUSTRIAL  DEPARTMENT. 
The  working  of  this  department  is  so  familiar  to  to  you  in  all  its  parts, 
that  it  will  not  be  necessary  for  me  to  go  into  details  concerning  its  aims  and 
objects.  By  reference  to  the  tables  below  you  will  find  the  whole  number  of 
brooms  manufactured  in  each  year,  together  with  the  cost  per  dozen,  amount 
of  material  consumed,  with  the  cost  of  same,  including  the  price  paid  the 
boys  for  labor  performed  in  shop,  out  of  this  amount ;  those  who  were  able 
to  earn  wages  fully  supplied  themselves  with  clothing,  and  such  necessary 
articles  as  were  required  for  their  comfort,  without  calling  on  the  State  for 
assistance. 

COST  OF  MATERIAL  AND  LABOR  IN  THE  INDUSTRIAL  DEPARTMENT,  FOR  THE  YEAR 

ENDING  JUNE  30,  1881. 


To  22,637  lbs.  of  broom  corn  @  4.91c   $1,113  37 

To  270  lbs.  of  broom  twine  @  30c   81  04 

To  544  lbs.  of  broom  wire  @  ll^c   63  95 

To  15,200  broom  handles   243  50 

To  amount  paid  pupils  for  making  1,13334  dozen  brooms   393  45 

To  sundries  used  in  shop   25  13 

Total   81,920  44 


It  will  be  seen  from  the  foregoing,  that  during  the  year  ending  June  30, 
1881,  the  department  manufactured  eleven  hundred  and  thirty-three  and 
one-half  dozen  brooms,  at  a  cost  per  dozen  of  61.70. 

COST  OF  MATERIAL  AND  LABOR  IN  THE  INDUSTRIAL  DEPARTMENT,  FOR  THE  YEAR 

ENDING  JUNE  30,  1882. 


To  21,055  lbs.  of  broom  corn  (a,  6.1.3c   $1,289  53 

To  186  lbs.  of  broom  twine   61  00 

To  627  lbs  of  broom  wire   57  26 

To  13,500  broom  handles   205  80 

To  amount  paid  boys  far  labor  in  shop   421  80 

To  sundries  consumed,  and  for  repairs  in  shop   128  25 

Total   $2,163  64 


Number  of  brooms  made,  1,075^  dozen,  at  a  cost  per  dozen  of  S2.01. 

By  comparing  the  cost  of  brooms  for  the  period  embraced  in  this  report, 
it  will  be  seen  that  it  has  cost  the  department  thirty-one  cents  per  dozen 
more  for  the  past  than  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1881.  This  is  charge- 
able to  the  advance  in  material,  and  the  increased  wages  paid  boys  in  shop; 
the  latter  advance  being  ten  cents  per  dozen.  Notwithstanding  the  expenses 
of  this  department  have  been  a  little  in  advance  of  former  years,  yet  a  glance 
at  the  following  exhibit  will  show  that  our  assets  over  liabilities  have  been 
increased  since  our  last  report.  Assets  over  liabilities  June  30,  1880, 
$1,078.48;  assets  over  liabilities  June  30,  1882,  $1,898.54  — which  last  ex- 


hibit is  itemized  as  follows : 

290  doz.  brooms  on  hand   $715  50 

Broom  material  on  hand   20  00 

Tools  and  machinery  on  hand  *.   275  00 

Bills  receivable  :   163  00 

Cash  in  bank   4  54 

Paid  into  State  treasury  June  28,  1882   800  00 


Total   $1,978  04 

Bills  payable   79  50 

Total   $1,898  54 
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This  department  has  gained  since  last  report,  $820.06. 

The  amount  paid  the  boys  for  labor  during  the  past  two  years,  S815.25, 
has  with  few  exceptions  been  wisely  expended  by  them  for  such  articles  as  were 
essential  to  their  comfort.  So  nicely  have  the  boys  provided  for  themselves, 
that  I  am  inclined  to  provide  machinery  for  broom-making  for  such  of  our  girls 
as  may  choose  to  try  the  experiment.  Quite  a  number  of  them  have  signified 
their  desire  to  undertake  the  art  at  the  opening  of  the  coming  term.  With 
your  consent,  I  shall  devote  the  second  story  of  the  laundry  building  to  this 
purpose,  and  if  the  experiment  should  prove  successful,  I  see  no  reason  why 
the  girls  cannot  provide  for  themselves  as  well  as  the  boys,  after  leaving  the 
Institution. 

TERMS  OF  ADMISSION,  ETC. 

1.  All  blind  persons  residing  in  the  State  of  Kansas,  between  the  ages  of 
ten  and  twenty-one  years,  who  are  not  incapacitated  by  physical,  mental  or 
moral  infirmity  for  useful  instruction,  shall  be  considered  eligible  as  pupils 
of  the  Institution;  but  no  one  whose  age  does  not  come  within  the  limits 
above  prescribed  shall  be  received  or  retained  in  the  Institution,  except  in 
peculiar  cases,  and  then  only  by  action  of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 

2.  The  Superintendent  shall  have  authority  to  admit  applicants  who  come 
within  the  prescribed  rules,  but  shall  refer  all  other  cases  to  the  Board. 

3.  Pupils  may  be  suspended  and  returned  to  their  homes  by  the  Superin- 
tendent, when  in  his  judgment  it  is  necessary  to  maintain  discipline  or  pro- 
mote the  health  of  the  school;  but  his  action  in  all  cases  of  suspension  must 
be  reported  to  the  Board,  for  final  adjustment,  at  their  next  meeting. 

4.  All  regular  pupils  shall  be  required  to  be  in  attendance  at  the  Institu- 
tion at  the  commencement  of  each  session,  and  to  remain  until  the  close  of 
the  same,  unless  prevented  by  sickness  or  some  other  exigency,  which  in  the 
judgment  of  the  Superintendent  shall  be  deemed  a  suflScient  cause  for  a  leave 
of  absence. 

SUGGESTIONS  TO  PARENTS. 

Application  for  admission  should  be  addressed  to  the  Superintendent  of 
the  Kansas  Institution  for  the  Blind,  Wyandotte,  Kansas.  Parents  and  guar- 
dians must  provide  their  children  with  good  and  suitable  clothing  to  last  them 
for  nine  months,  which  should  be  marked  in  a  plain  and  legible  hand,  in  or- 
der to  prevent  loss.  They  should  also  provide  them  with  suflficient  money 
to  defray  traveling  expenses  to  and  from  the  Institution. 

All  boxes  or  packages  sent  to  pupils  by  express  or  freight,  should  be 
directed  in  care  of  the  Institution  for  the  Blind,  with  charges  prepaid.  When 
writing  to  pupils,  if  directed  in  care  of  Kansas  Institution  for  Education  of 
the  Blind,  it  will  insure  a  speedy  delivery. 

LENGTH  OF  TERM. 
The  session  commences  on  the  second  Wednesday  after  the  first  Monday 
in  September,  and  closes  on  the  first  Wednesday  after  the  first  Monday  in 
June. 
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BOARD  AND  LODGING. 
Persons  bringing  pupils  to  this  Institution,  or  visiting  them  or  teachers 
while  there,  cannot  be  accommodated  with  board  and  lodging  at  the  Insti- 
tution during  their  stay. 

WESTERN  RAILROADS. 

The  pupils  of  this  Institution  wish  to  express  thanks  to  those  in  charge  of 
the  following-named  railroads,  for  their  kindness  in  assisting  them  to  procure 
transportation  over  their  lines:  Atchison,  Topeka  &  Santa  Fe,  Kansas  City, 
Fort  Scott  &  Gulf,  Kansas  City,  Lawrence  &  Southern,  Union  Pacific,  and 
Missouri  Pacific  and  its  branches  —  for  without  the  aid  of  these  kindly-dis- 
posed and  generous  superintendents  many  of  our  students  whose  friends  were 
unable  to  defray  their  traveling  expenses  would  have  been  obliged  to  remain 
away  from  the  Institution. 

CONCLUSION. 

Gentlemen,  before  closing  this  report,  I  desire  to  express  to  you  the  thanks 
of  those  connected  with  this  Institution  for  your  uniform  courtesy,  and  your 
kind  expressions  of  confidence  in  those  bearing  the  responsible  trust  of  lead- 
ing such  as  come  to  the  Institution  in  physical  darkness  into  light,  and  giving 
that  noble  training  to  the  intellects  which  exhibits  itself  in  the  disposition  to 
contribute  to  the  happiness  of  others  —  thus  cementing  our  school  into  that 
band  of  honest  workers  "amongst  whom  no  contention  should  ever  exist, 
but  that  noble  contention,  or  rather  emulation,  who  can  best  work  and  best 
agree."  Respectfully  submitted. 

GEO.  H.  MILLER,  Superintendent. 

Wyandotte,  June  30,  1882. 


PHYSICIAN'S  REPORT. 

To  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  State  Charitable  Institutions  : 

Gentlemen  —  The  medical  report  of  the  Institution  for  the  Blind  is  here- 
with submitted.  The  sanitary  condition  of  the  house  and  grounds,  owing  to 
the  careful  attention  to  details,  guided  by  the  practical  knowledge  of  the  Su- 
perintendent, is  all  that  can  be  desired;  consequently  there  is  very  little  sick- 
ness to  report,  other  than  that  incidental  to  so  large  a  family. 

We  are  fortunate  in  not  being  obliged  to  report  the  visitation  of  any  epi- 
demic. Owing  to  the  thorough  vaccination  and  re-vaccination  of  all  the 
inmates  of  the  Institution,  we  have  wholly  escaped  the  ravages  of  small-pox, 
notwithstanding  its  occurrence  on  all  sides  of  the  Institution  at  diflferent 
times  during  the  year.  Notwithstanding  the  favorable  character  of  our  re- 
port, we  have  to  chronicle  one  death  among  the  pupils  —  Miss  Gertrude 
Brooks,  aged  seventeen  years.    Her  death  occurred  from  typhoid-malarial 
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fever,  November  10,  1881.  The  seeds  of  the  disease  were  doubtless  brought 
with  her  from  her  home,  as  her  illness  dated  from  the  time  of  her  arrival,  a 
few  days  after  the  opening  of  the  term.  Her  sister  Martha,  a  former  pupil, 
died  of  the  same  disease,  as  I  am  informed,  at  her  home,  a  few  days  before. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

FRED.  SPECK,  M.  D. 


ARTICLES  PURCHASED 
By  the  Kansas  Institution  for  the  Blind  during  fiscal  years  of  1881  and  1882, 


Articles. 


Butter , 


Breadstuffs. 


1881. 


Quantity. 


2,544  pounds. 


White  fiour  ;  12,000  pounds. 

Graham  flour  |  565  pounds  

Buckwheat  flour  j  162  pounds  

Corn  meal  i  475  pounds  

Crackers  j  271  pounds  

Hominy  :..    50  pounds  

Grits   

Ginger  .snaps   , 

Jumbles    


Meats,  Fish,  Poultry,  Etc.  i 

Beef   11,118  pounds., 

Chickens   25  dozen  

Turkeys   2  dozen  

Ribs   427  pounds  

Bacon   35  pounds  , 

Fish   24  pounds  

Ham   278  pounds  

Dried  beef   25  pounds  , 

Mackerel  |  1  kit  , 

Codfish   20  pounds  , 

Oysters  i  71  cans...  , 

Sardines  I  


Lard  akd  Eggs. 

Eggs  '  339  dozen.... 

Lard  |  522  pounds. 

Fruit  and  Berries.  j 

Apples  !  105  bushels. 

Peaches   1  bushel  

Grapes    t  7  pounds.... 

Melons    

Fruit,  sundry  i  

Cranberries.'   8)4  gallons. 

Berries  '  12U  quarts... 


Lemons. 
Pears .... 
Oranges, 


Vegetables. 

Potatoes,  Irish  

Onions  

Vegetables,  sundry  

Celery  

Turnips  

Cabbage  

Parsnips  

Pumpkins  

Tomatoes  

Potatoes,  sweet  


19  dozen, 
bushels 


538  bushels. 
14  bushels.., 


11  bushels. 
510  head.... 


2  

1  bushel. 
1  bushel. 


Amount. 


$542  00 


310  50 

16  38 
7  25 
4  75 

17  73 
1  50 


773  67 
60  22 
19  41 
19  52 
3  30 
2  95 
35  44 
5  95 
1  50 
1  30 
31  95 


73  33 
65  26 


60 


0^ 
IT 


20  04 
3  30 
7  50 
6  00 


296  39 
18  10 
78  66 
2  35 
5  25 
37  06 


1882. 


Quantity/. 


1,795  pounds. 


12,300  pounds 
125  pounds.... 
104  pounds.... 
865  pounds.... 
377  pounds.... 
300  pound.s.... 
250  pounds.... 

40  pounds  

30  pounds  


11,484  pounds. 

22  dozen  

1)4  dozen  

35  pounds  

7  pounds  

48  pounds  

526  pounds  

16  pounds  

1  barrel  

88  pounds  

78  cans  

1  dozen  


482  dozen   

307^  pounds. 


39  bushels.. 
3  bushels.... 
310  pounds. 


10^^  gallons., 

23  quarts  

30  dozen  


7  dozen 


294  bushels. 
7  bushels.... 


29  bushels. 
300  head  ... 

I  bushel..., 
50  

II  bushels. 
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ARTICLES  PURCHASED— Continued. 


1881. 


1882. 


Articles. 


Quantity. 


Amount. 


Quantity. 


Amount. 


Groceries. 

Honey   17  pounds  

Krout  

Jelly  ;. 

Mince  meat   . 

Matches   1  case  

Maple  sugar  

Mustard  ,  

Gelatiue  

Ginger,  ground  ,  

Extract  vanilla  '  1  dozen  bottles... 

Extract  lemon   1  dozen  bottles... 

Pepper,  ground     20  pounds  

Prunes   75  pounds  

Pickles  '  31 2  barrels  

Rice   136  pounds  

Molasses   3  barrels  

Soap,  hard  '  660  pounds  

Soap,  toilet   1  gross  

Salt  ,  21^  barrels  

Soda  '  10  pounds  

Sal  soda  ^  20  pounds  

Shoe  blacking  '  2  dozen  

Sugar   3,802  pounds  

Tea   110  pounds  

Yeast  cake  

Syrup    

Vinegar  

Starch  :  

Beans   2  bushels  

Baking  powder   70  pounds  

Bluing    

Cider   3  barrels  

Currants   45  pounds  

Coal  oil   2  barrels  I 

Coffee  1  569  pounds  | 

Candles  ■  80  pounds  j 

Chocolate  :  15  pounds  ! 

Cheese   49  pounds  

Citron  !   . 

Chow-chow  j 

Canned  beans  |. 

Canned  corn  1  16  cases  

Canned  peaches   4  cases  

Canned  plums  j  

Canned  pears  I  2  cases  

Canned  peas  j  4  cases  

Canned  pumpkin  1  4  cases  

Cream,  ice  1  

Corn  starch  |  40  pounds. 

Canned  tomatoes  ■  8  dozen  , 

Apple  butter  ,  

Cocoa  1  

Dried  fruit  ^    


S3  06 


30  00 


3  pounds..., 
2^  barrels , 

2  dozen  

35  pounds... 


20  pounds. 
18  pounds. 
1  dozen  


3  00 
2  00 
2  70 
6  00 

31  65 
9  82 
66  58 
28  15 
9  13 

4  10 
50 

1  00 
1  00 
413  18 
55  00 

5  85 


3/^  dozen  

dozen  

3  pounds  

215  pounds  

2  barrels  

50  pounds  

]4  barrel  

1,089  pounds  


3  barrels  

11  pounds  

112  pounds... 

2  dozen  

2,578  pounds 
52  pounds  


6  00 


25  76 
3  05 

26  38 
83  75 
10  40 

5  73 
7  84 


dozen. 


5  75 


24  80 
7  20 


5  00 
10  00 
5  00 
7  75 
3  20 
10  40 
1  60 
40 


Sundries. 


Sage  

Baskets  

Pop  corn-.  

Spice  (sundry). 
Raisins  


7  gallons. 


Castile  soap  1  

Lye  I  

Ice  I  560  pounds. 

Garden  seeds  

Boiled  oil  

Burial  expense  of  indigent  pupil  

Fence  posts  

Empty  barrels  

Stationery  

Wax  '  

Upholstering  

Rock  candy  

Medicine.."  

Knives  and  forks  


2  pounds. 


2  80 

2  00 

3  65 
26  00 

6  20 
2  75 
48  72 
10 
23  20 
30 
159  03 


5  barrels.... 

2  barrels.... 
50  pounds... 
16  bushels... 
149  pounds. 

3  dozen  

1  gallon  

65  pounds... 

1  3  barrels  .... 
I  661  pounds. 

40  pounds... 

7  pounds.... 
!  48  pounds... 

!  1  

i  3  dozen  

I  4  cases  


3  cases   

2^  dozen. 
2  cases   


161  pounds. 


dozen. 


25  pounds  

36  pounds  

1,200  pounds 


SO  90 
28  00 
6  50 

3  27 

4  18 

2  43 
6  30 

3  50 

1  80 

2  00 
1  25 

50 
16  59 
21  35 

3  75 
14  00 
38  00 


5  00 
65 

2  27 
1  25 

257  80 
26  00 
•    7  65 
151  29 
19  15 

3  80 
60  67 
53  49 

4  10 
40 

4  50 
23  75 
77  62 

5  70 

1  85 

6  95 
40 

17  15 
9  10 
9  60 
8  44 

2  85 
4  00 


3  40 
5  60 

21  54 


28  91 

175  73 
17  35 
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ARTICLES  PURCHASED  — Continued. 


Articles. 

1881. 

1882. 

Quantity. 

Amount. 

Quantitp. 

Amount. 

Sundries — Continued. 

2  00 

1  23 
1  00 

7  50 

8  50 
1  75 

45 

1  

50  

1  

3  

98  00 
4  70 
30  00 
530  63 
6  50 
641  40 
1  30 

1  

14  00 
7  75 
74  60 



j 

6  00 
22  49 
35  00 

3  00 
31  55 

7  50 
12  50 
22  00 

35 
1  00 
5  94 

1  

1  

1  

1  

1  dozen  

300  

3  bushels  

2  00 

2  85 

1  

2  00 

7  dozen  

14  06 
1  75 
5  00 
58  33 
5  25 
22  55 
5  00 
1  80 
238  87 
14  20 
47  05 
92  99 
10  80 

1  dozen   

1  

57  34 

120  00 
6  90 
22  00 
47  50 

34  85 
186  48 
188  65 
53  80 
30  00 
27  00 
3  00 
30  00 

60  00 
31  67 

16  

16  00 
3  40 
1  00 
85 
5  50 

1  70 

25 

12  

1  

1  box  

Pails  

3  

3  

60 
25  30 
12  50 
347  62 
100  50 
68  55 
79  30 
2  70 
5  20 
4  40 
74  10 
63  58 

28  40 
62  98 

8  00 
154  88 
7  55 

29  60 
2  25 

5,060  pounds  

6,900  pounds  

31  40 

Wood  

68  cords  

133  cords  

694  68 
11  10 
45  15 
30  00 

Plates  

12,676  pounds  

7,115  pounds  

61  75 
115  74 
53  03 
60  30 
10  00 
123  00 
3  95 
27  00 

14  90 

15  24 
12  70 

5  55 
14  88 
1  88 

Hay  

11,380  pounds  

21,300  pounds  

Oats  

73  bushels  

81  bushels  

43  pairs  

30  pairs  

27  yards  

25  yards  

1  dozen  

11  13 

10  vards  

Thread  

4  10 

2  83 

Pins  

6  dozen  
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STATE  CHARITABLE  INSTITUTIONS. 


ARTICLES  PURCHASED— CoscLUDED. 


Articles. 

1881. 

1882. 

QuarUUy. 

Amount. 

Quantitj/. 

j  Amount. 

SiXDRiES —  Concluded. 

S3  60 

$0  95 
3  30 
7  70 
24  35 
'        11  00 
1  65 
16  64 
10  72 
19  20 
1  66 
35 

7  dozen  



57  Tards.  

110  yards  

25 
11  22 
15  34 

1,000  

lOOYards  

151  

200  ^  

100  

Hose..  

6  dozen  

Cotton  

12  pounds  

1  87 

12  

1  dozen  

50 
50 

2  25 
29  60 

3  85 
32  66 

7  50 

4  85 
15  50 
21  25 
20  00 

1  00 
4  00 

10  00 
7  00 

17  50 

2 dozen  

92  vards  

2 dozen  

Bjoks  

27  90 

Harness  

i  set.  

Sewing  machine  

1  



Papers  

47  70 

Fruit  trees  

Sewer  pipe  

179  09 

1  

137  50 

110  00 
1,400  00 

212  46 
1,S33  51 
90  00 
1,618  86 

187  .38 

1  

1,600  00 
200  00 
1,840  00 
96  00 
1,685  70 
3-27  29 
68  10 
3  45 
19  50 
51  39 
12  50 
75 

5  00 
43  90 
32  70 

1  10 
68  21 

6  95 
51  98 

172  88 
18  00 

49  75 
22  86 
6  00 
8  00 
40  44 
39  S6 

Liverv  for  committee  of  the  Legislature  

Freight  



Telegraphing  



10  00 
1  15 
87  39 

 — 

Expense  pupils  visiting  Topeka  as  per  invi- 

30  00 
28  00 

Expense  attending  Association  for  the  Blind 
to  look  after  State  appropriation  from 

812,921  89 

S13,199  47 

1 

  i 
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PROPERTY  AND  SUBSISTENCE  STORES  on  hand  at  the  close  of  the  biennial  year  ending  June 

30, 1882. 


Property. 


Apple  parer. 

Axes. 

Auger. 

Bedsteads,  double,  wood. 
Bedsteads,  single,  iron. 
Bed  springs. 
Blankets,  white,  wool. 
Blankets,  gray,  wool. 
Bolsters. 

Bureaus,  with  mirror. 

Bed  spreads. 

Bolster  covers. 

Buttons,  agate. 

Buttons,  vest. 

Buttons,  pants. 

Books,  raised  Boston  type. 

Books,  point-print. 

Books,  miscellaneous. 

Bench  for  school. 

Bell,  call. 

Bell,  composition. 

Bell,  dinner. 

Book  cases. 

Basket,  hand. 

Baskets. 

Basket,  waste. 

Bath  tubs,  foot. 

Brushes  and  combs. 

Bracket  for  lamp. 

Bleached  cotton,  6-4  wide. 

Bleached  cotton,  4-4  wide, 

Bass  viol. 

Boilers,  tin,  round. 

Boiler,  tin,  square. 

Boiler,  tin,  common. 

Bluing. 

Bowls. 

Butterdishes. 
Broiler. 

Butter  plates,  individual. 

Bakers. 

Bowl,  wood. 

Butter  knife. 

Buffalo  robes. 

Bevel  square. 

Brace. 

Bitts. 

Blackboard. 
Carpet,  parlor. 
Carpets,  bedroom. 
Carpet,  office. 
Curtains. 

Chairs,  upholsterd. 

Chairs,  common. 

Chairs,  rocking. 

Chairs,  office. 

Cards,  grooved,  writing. 

Chambers. 

Coal  hod. 

Clothes  hampers. 

Clothes  baskets. 

Comforters. 

Clothes  wringers. 

Candles. 

Concentrated  lye. 
Casters,  plated. 
Coffee  pots. 
Coflee  mills. 
Cake-turner. 
Colander. 
Chopping  knife. 
Cake  dishes. 
Candle-stick. 
Churn,  wood. 
Carvers. 
Cupboards. 
Coffee  cups. 
Coffee-pot  stands. 


Quantity. 


\^  ton.... 

2  

1  barrel. 

1  

1  


10  volumes., 

7.V  

2  


2  

20  yards,, 
24  yards.. 


3  

1  pair... 
200  feet, 
2  


2  dozen  pairs. 

2  sets  

1  pair  

1  


1  

2  doz.. 

1  

3  

1  

2  

1  

1  

1  


2  

15  

3  

4  

1  

7  doz  

2  

1  

1  

1  

3  

41^  gross. 

6  

2  


Property. 


113., 
1  


Coal. 

Can  openers. 
Coal  oil. 
Compass. 
Corn  knife. 

Chambers'  Encyclopedia. 

Calculators,  arithmetical. 

Clocks. 

Clarionet. 

Desks,  school. 

Desk,  office. 

Desks,  teachers'. 

Dustpans. 

Desk,  writing. 

Dusters,  feather. 

Dippers,  tin. 

Dippers,  enameled. 

Dish  pans,  tin. 

Dripping  pans. 

Deep  dishes. 

Drays. 

Drawing  knife.  . 

Egg  cups. 

Ewer  and  basins. 

Fruit  cans,  glass. 

Forks,  steel. 

Flatirons. 

Fire  shovels. 

Flannel,  cotton. 

Flannel,  red  wool. 

Geom.  forms,  for  object  teaching. 

Guitar  and  box. 

Goblets. 

Gravy  boats. 

Gem  irons. 

Gas  tongs. 

Hose. 

Hoes,  garden. 

Hose,  women's. 

Harness. 

Horse  blankets. 

Hatchet. 

Hedge  trimmer. 

Handkerchiefs,  colored,  cotton. 

Hat  rack. 

Iron  kettles. 

Ironing  board. 

Iron  boilers. 

Iron  rake. 

Iron  square. 

Iron  vise. 

Knives,  steel. 

Kettles,  enameled. 

Lamps,  bracket. 

Lamps,  hanging. 

Lamps,  hand. 

Lamp,  hall. 

Lamp  chimneys. 

Lounges. 

Letter  press. 

Letter  press  stand. 

Lambrequin, 

Lanterns. 

Matches. 

Milk  pitchers. 

Meat  forks. 

Mop  sticks. 

Meat  block. 

Milk  pail. 

Mat,  door. 

Maps,  raised,  sectional. 
Mirrors. 

Mattresses,  double. 
Mattresses,  single. 
Mattresses,  cotton. 
Medicine  case  and  contents. 
Napkins. 
Organ. 
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STATE  CHARITABLE  INSTITUTIONS. 


PROPERTY  AND  SUBSISTENCE  STORES- Concluded. 


Quantity. 


74  

149  

48  yards., 
29  


10.. 
219.. 
10... 
11... 
20... 
14... 
16... 

2  

4  

2  

12... 
12... 


1  pair. 

2  

2  

2  

1  

1  

1  


1  

2  packages. 

13  boxes  

10  pounds.. 
56  pounds.. 
7  


1  , 

1  

174  

102  cakes., 
1  


24. 


Property. 


Oil  stone. 
Oil  cans. 
Oil  tank. 

Pictures  and  frames. 

Pillows. 

Pillow  slips. 

Prints. 

Point  slates. 

Piano  stools. 

Pianos. 

Piano  covers. 

Pails,  wood. 

Pickle  dishes. 

Preserve  dishes. 

Porcelain  shades. 

Platters. 

Plates,  dinner. 

Plates,  nine-inch. 

Plates,  seven-inch. 

Plates,  pie. 

Pans,  tin,  six-quart. 

Pie  tins. 

Potato  mashers. 

Pot  covers. 

Pitchers,  cream. 

Plated  knives. 

Plated  k  nives,  celluloid  handles. 

Plated  forks. 

Plows. 

Plow,  shovel. 

Planes,  carpenters'. 

Pincers. 

Potato  forks. 

Pickaxes. 

Mattocks. 

Post  auger. 

Refrigerator. 

Range. 

Rasp,  wood. 

Stove  blacking. 

Shoe  blacking. 

Soap. 

Starch. 

Sugar  bowls. 

Scalloped  tureen. 

Scalloped  vegetable  dish. 

Saucers. 

Soap,  glycerine. 

Soapstone  griddle. 

Spoons,  basting. 

Spoons,  table,  G.  S. 

Spoons,  tea,  G.  S. 

Spoons,  tea,  S.  S. 

Spoons,  table,  plated. 

Spoons,  tea,  plated. 

Spoons,  table,  albata. 

Spoons,  tea,  albata. 

Spoons,  tea,  iron. 

Spoons,  tea,  G.  S. 

Syrup  cup,  plated. 

Syrup  cups,  common. 

Spiders. 

Safes,  milk. 

Spice  box. 

Salts,  individual. 

Steels. 

Sauce  plates. 
Server. 


Quantity. 


Property. 


201. 


Soup  tureens. 
Scale,  platform. 
Scale,  counter. 
Sled. 

Saws  wood. 
Saw  horse. 
Saws,  hand. 

Secretarv,  or  writing  desk. 
Sofa. 

Spittoons. 
Stool 
Slop  jars. 
Soup  dishes. 
Sheets. 


100  yards   Sheeting. 

4  dozen  1  Socks,  wool. 

8   Stoves  and  pipe. 

1   Stove,  laundry. 


Stove  zinc  board. 
Spool  case. 
Sewing  machines. 
Stove  drums. 

11  gallons   Stoneware. 

2   Tables,  center. 

12  j  Tables,  common. 

1  1  Table,  round. 

5  1  Tables,  dining. 

189   Towels. 

6   Towels,  bath. 

1   Towel,  roller. 

9   Table  cloths,  linen. 

5   Table  covers. 

1   Table,  cutting. 

20  yards   Table  linen. 

23  1  Table  damask. 

2   Tables,  side. 

5  j  Towel  racks. 

8   Tureens. 

3  1  Tureens,  gravv. 

Tin  kettles. 
Toaster. 
Tumblers. 

55  i  Tea  cups. 

Tin  pepper  boxes. 
Tin  gravy  cups. 
Try  square. 
Vegetable  dishes. 
Water  pitchers. 
Wash  ^asins,  tin. 
Wash  basin,  enameled. 
Water  tank. 
Wicks,  lamp. 
Wash  ijoards. 
Wash  tub. 
Wheelbarrow. 
Wagon  and  cushions. 
Wagon,  lumber. 
Wood  hay  rake. 
Wood. 
Wrenches. 
Wood  vise. 
Wash  stands. 
Wardrobe. 

Webster's  Unabridg'd  Diction'ry. 
Writing  boards,  grooved. 

3   Work  baskets. 

2   Violins  and  boxes. 


gross. 


90  cords. 
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SUBSISTENCE  STORES  on  hand  at  the  close  of  the  biennial  year  ending  June  30, 1882. 


Quaniiiy. 

Articles. 

Quantity. 

Articles. 

6  bottles  

3  bottles  

10  boxes  

Beans. 
Crackers. 
Coffee. 
Cheese. 

Cayenne  pepper. 
Currant  jelly. 
Chow  chow. 
Cinnamon,  ground. 
Dried  apples. 
Extract,  lemon. 
Extract,  vanilla. 
Ginger. 
Gelatine. 
Gages,  green. 
Honey. 

1  pound  

100  gallons  

1,456  pounds  

1  barrel  

63  pounds  

Jumbles. 

Mackerel. 

Mustard. 

Nutmeg. 

Rice. 

Raspberries. 
Pepper,  ground. 
Pickles. 
Syrup. 

Sugar,  granulated. 
Salt. 

Corn  starch. 

Sardines, 

Tea. 

Vinegar. 

2  cans  

25  pounds  

STOCK  on  hand  at  the  close  of  the  biennial  school  year  ending  June  30,  1882. 

Quantity. 

Articles. 

Quantify. 

Articles. 

3  

Cows. 
Calf. 

2j^  

3  

Hogs. 
Horses. 

f 

PROPERTY  OF  THE  INDUSTRIAL  DEPARTMENT  on  hand  at  the  close  of  the  biennial  school 

year  ending  June  80,  1882. 

Quantiiy. 

Articles. 

Quantity. 

Articles. 

1  pair  

1  

2  

1  

Ash  bucket. 
Brush  shears. 
Brush  comb. 
Benches.  . 
Brimstone  keg. 

24  

4  

13  

1  

2  

Needles. 
Presses. 
Pounders. 
Sink. 

Sprinklers. 

Scales. 

Stove. 

Shovel. 

Straps. 

Scrapers. 

Thread  reel. 

Wash  pans. 

Twine. 

Tacks. 

Wind  machines. 
Wood  bucket. 
Wire  reels. 
Water  barrel. 

1  

100  pounds  

300  

2  

6  pairs  

1  

1  

Bleach  tub.  * 

Broom  corn. 

Broom  handles. 

Brooms. 

Corn  racks. 

Cuffs. 

File. 

Glue  pot. 
Grindstone. 
Hurl  shears. 
Iron  poker. 
Knives. 
Machines,  old. 

1  pair  

1  

1  

7  

2  

1  

3  

30  pounds  

1  

4  pairs  

24  

2  

!    1  dozen  papers... 
i  7  

1  

2  

FOURTH  BIENNIAL  REPORT 


KANSAS  INSTITUTION 


EDUCATION  OF  THE  BLIND, 


AT  WYANDOTTE,  T^ANSAS, 


FOR  THE 


BIENNIAL  PERIOD  ENDING  JUNE  30,  1884. 


TOPEKA,  KAKSAb: 
KANSAS  PXTBLISHINO  HOUSE  :  T.  D.  THACHER,*  STATE  PRINTER. 


BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES. 


D.  o.  McAllister,   Ottawa 

AUGUST  HOHN,  Mary  n 

SAMUEL  L.  GILBERT,    ------  Wjnfiei  i- 

(tEO.  C.  ROGERS,      -------  ELTtEKA. 

AUGUST  BONDI,  Salina. 

OFFICERS  OF  THE  BOARD. 

D.  o.  McAllister,  PreKhhnf. 

AUGUST  HOHN,  Trea, 
SAMUEL  L.  GILBERT,  Secretary. 


RESIDENT  OFFICERS. 

GEO.  H.  MILLER,  Superintendent. 

Mrs.  JULIA  A.  MILLER,  V 

Miss  M.  E.  RANES,  Teacher 

Miss  S.  D.  LUDLOW,  Tenchr. 

Miss  L.  C.  HINCKLE,  Teacher. 

Miss  P.  M.  SPENCER,  TeacJier. 

Miss  E.  W.  HAMBLIN,  Mmie  Teacher. 

THOS.  R.  HAYES,  Teacher  of  Handtcrafi . 

FRED.  s:pErK.  Phnslehm. 


Compliments  of 

Geo.  H.  Miller, 

Superintendent. 


INSTITUTION  FOR  THE  EDUCATION  OF  THE  BLIND. 

GEORGE  H.  MILLER,  Superintendent. 


We  submit  herewith  the  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  this  Institution, 
and  heartily  approve  the  suggestions  it  contains.  The  details  of  all  opera- 
tions relative  to  the  management  of  the  Institution  will  be  found  in  the 
reports  of  the  Superintendent,  and  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 

We  would  respectfully  recommend  an  appropriation  of  eighteen  thou- 
sand dollars  ($18,000)  for  the  completion  of  north  wing  of  present  building, 
erection  of  boiler  house,  and  completion  of  system  of  heating. 

The  estimate  for  current  expenses  for  this  Institution  for  the  biennial  • 
period  beginning  July  1st,  1885,  and  ending  June  30,  1887,  is  $31,976, 
divided  as  follows :  first  year,  $15,738 ;  second  year,  $16,238.  Total,  $31,976. 


TREASURER'S  REPORT. 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Kansas  State  Institution  for  the 
Education  of  the  Blind: 
Gentlemen  —  I  beg  leave  to  lay  before  you  a  report  of  the  financial 
operations  of  this  Institution  from  July  1,  1882,  to  June  30,  1884  —  tw^o 
years : 


RECEIPTS. 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer,  on  sworn  vouchers  duly  examined  and  approved  by 
Finance  Committee,  on  account  of  the  respective  appropriations,  as  follows: 

Care  and  maintenance,  and  current  expenses,  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1883  

Salaries  of  oflicers  and  employes,  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1883  

Material  for  industrial  department  

Total  

Care  and  maintenance,  salaries,  etc.,  1884  

Additional  furniture  

Steam-heating  apparatus,  west  wing  

Total  for  two  years  

DISBURSEMENTS. 

By  cash  paid  on  account  of  respective  appropriations,  as  follows: 

Care  and  maintenance,  and  current  expenses,  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1883  

Salaries  of  oflficers  and  employes,  fiscal  year  eudiog  June  30,  1883  

Material  for  industrial  department  

Total  

Care  and  maintenance,  salaries,  etc.,  for  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1884  

Additional  furniture  

Steam-heating  apparatus,  west  wing  

Total  for  two  years  


Respectfully  submitted.  AUGUST  HOHN,  Treasurer. 

Wyandotte,  Kas.,  June  30,  1884. 


2  State  Chabitable  institutions. 


SUPERINTENDENT'S  REPORT. 


To  the  Hon.  Board  of  Trustees  of  Charitable  Institutions: 

Gentlemen  —  So  familiar  are  you  with  all  the  details  of  the  work  of  this 
Institution,  that  it  would  seem  needless  for  me  to  make  a  report,  were  I  not 
required  by  law  to  do  so,  in  order  that  the  same  may  be  transmitted  through 
you  to  the  Governor  and  Legislature  of  Kansas. 

The  period  of  two  years  just  closed,  has,  in  many  respects,  been  the  most 
successful  of  any  like  period  since  the  opening  of  the  Institution  for  the 
Education  of  the  Blind.  Principal  among  the  causes  contributing  to  this 
success,  is  the  increased  number  of  rooms  furnished  us  by  the  appropriation 
of  a  former  Legislature.  Thereby  we  have  been  able  to  employ  teachers 
enough  to  grade  our  school  thoroughly,  a  thing,  however  desirable,  impos- 
sible until  the  requisite  facilities  were  provided. 

The  enrollment  for  the  two  years  embracing  this  biennial  period  is  as 
follows:  For  1883,  69;  average  attendance,  65.  For  1884,  75;  average  at- 
tendance, 71. 

During  this  period  of  two  years  there  was  manifested  both  by  teachers 
and  pupils  a  commendable  spirit  to  accomplish  objects  not  heretofore  at- 
tained, and  I  am  happy  to  state,  that  by  adopting  the  most  improved 
methods  of  giving  and  gaining  knowledge  in  such  institutions,  the  results 
have  been  singularly  gratifying  to  all  concerned. 

The  teachers  appear  to  realize  the  great  truth,  that  the  corner-stone  and 
entire  foundation  of  a  State  rest  upon  the  intelligence  and  virtue  of  its 
people,  and  that  what  applies  to  the  seeing  schools,  with  equal  if  not  greater 
force  applies  to  those  for  the  blind. 

The  people  are  the  government.  The  system  of  common  schools  for  the 
education  of  the  people  is  the  only  method  known  to  us  by  which  the  requi- 
site intelligence  for  self-government  can  be  obtained. 

Our  schools  for  the  education  of  the  blind  must  have  competent  instruct- 
ors, competent  not  only  to  teach  elementary  branches,  but  competent  to 
give  sound  moral  instruction  by  precept,  strictly  followed  by  undeviating 
example  —  persons  whose  manners  and  general  deportment  are  so  correct 
that  children,  who  are  vividly  and  lastingly  impressed  by  immediate  sur- 
roundings, may  feel  the  good  influence  and  be  thereby  helped  to  perfect 
themselves  for  performing  the  duties  of  good  citizens. 

The  family  is  the  highest  type  of  the  race.  The  fathers,  mothers,  broth- 
ers and  sisters  are  the  most  perfect  of  all  human  societies,  and  God's  seal  is 
set  upon  these  sacred  relationships.  As  brothers  and  sisters  are  together  in 
the  family  coequals  in  every  respect,  so  should  the  pupils  of  the  blind 
school  be  closely  allied  by  the  ties  of  friendship.  Their  close  relationship 
for  nine  months  of  the  year  makes  it  desirable,  because  it  will  contribute 
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largely  to  their  comfort  and  happiness.  Our  teachers  have  labored  with 
praiseworthy  devotion  to  develop  a  spirit  of  loving  to  do  good  because  it  is 
right  to  do  so  in  their  pupils,  and  induce  them  to  guard  with  zealous  care 
and  unflinching  firmness  the  rights  and  privileges  of  others,  as  if  they  were 
their  own  to  defend.  In  return,  the  pupils  have  shown  the  highest  regard  for 
their  teachers,  and  have  been  greatly  benefited  by  their  precepts  and  ex- 
amples. The  teachers  have  been  conscientiously  careful  in  giving  instruc- 
tion to  impart  only  such  germs  as  would  ripen  into  the  most  useful  and 
practical  results. 

The  course  of  instruction,  as  at  present  arranged,  is  believed  to  be  judi- 
cious in  the  main,  and,  if  faithfully  carried  out,  well  calculated  to  accom- 
plish all  the  objects  sought.  Its  requirements  have  been  modified  during 
the  last  few  years,  and  the  course  made  simpler  and  more  practical.  What 
students  learn  through  our  present  course  of  training,  they  are  enabled  to 
acquire  thoroughly,  and  thus  make  it  easy  for  them  to  adapt  the  knowledge 
so  acquired,  when  they  close  their  school  life,  to  the  varying  wants  and  re- 
quirements of  the  localities  in  which  they  may  chance  to  live. 

HEALTH  OF  THE  INMATES. 

With  gratitude  to  an  overruling  Providence  we  are  enabled  to  report  that 
both  pupils  and  teachers  have  in  general  enjoyed  excellent  health  since 
our  last  report.  The  perfect  drainage  system  adopted  leaves  our  grounds 
and  buildings  in  a  first-rate  sanitary  condition,  and  this,  augmented  by  the 
care  and  experience  of  our  physician.  Dr.  Fred.  Speck,  enables  us  to  handle 
even  contagious  diseases  successfully,  as  was  instanced  during  an  attack  oi 
scarlet  fever  last  term. 

GRADUATES  OF  1883. 

There  were  four  graduates  at  the  close  of  the  term.  May  30,  1883,  viz. : 

Miss  Hettie  Sheets,  of  lola,  Allen  county. 

Miss  Ada  Brown,  of  Eureka,  Greenwood  county. 

Miss  Annie  Honneyman,  of  Seneca,  Nemaha  county. 

Miss  Katie  Killeen,  of  Wyandotte,  Wyandotte  county. 
They  were  thoroughly  qualified  to  teach,  and  we  see  no  reason  why  they 
cannot  enter  into  successful  competition  with  the  seeing,  providing  sufficient 
interest  be  taken  in  their  welfare  by  the  communities  in  which  they  choose 
permanent  homes.  A  helping  hand  held  out  to  these  young  ladies,  who 
are  compelled  to  grope  their  w^ay  through  life  in  physical  darkness,  will  be 
like  scattering  rays  of  sunlight  along  their  gloomy  paths.  Thus,  while  the 
seeing  are  making  their  cares  lighter  and  increasing  their  happiness,  they 
will  add  to  the  number  and  worth  of  their  own  good  deeds,  which  in  the 
grand  hereafter  are  sure  of  ample  reward. 

The  influence  of  surroundings  and  associations  in  moulding  character 
are  subjects  of  general  observation,  and  certainly  at  no  period  of  life  do 
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they  exert  so  powerful  a  sway  in  shaping  the  minds  and  developing  the 
powers  of  young  ladies  and  gentlemen  as  when  they  step  forth  from  school 
to  mingle  for  the  first  time  in  society,  in  which  they  are  to  take  a  part  more 
or  less  consj^icuous  and  become  factors  of  greater  or  less  prominence, 
while  their  initial  progress  wdll  of  course  depend  much  on  the  kindly  recep- 
tion given  them  by  patrons  and  the  assistance  extended  them  by  generous 
friends. 

Who  of  us  does  not  remember  when  he  first  tried  to  rely  upon  his  own 
efforts  and  vividly  recall  the  fact  that  but  for  the  timely  aid  of  an  unselfish 
friend  he  would  have  fallen  vastly  below^  his  present  standing,  or  perhaps 
given  up  in  blank  despair  I  No  man,  no  woman,  is  strong  enough  or  wise 
enough  to  enter  the  social  world  and  successfully  encounter  vigorous  com- 
petition unless  cheered  and  sustained  by  brave  approving  friends,  who  have 
the  sagacity  to  detect  worth  in  humble  guise,  and  the  hardy  courage  to  pub- 
licly recognize  and  foster  it  while  beginning  the  real  struggle  of  life.  Since, 
then,  all  need  friends,  and  none  more  than  the  blind,  we  earnestly  bespeak 
for  those  who  go  forth  from  this  institution  the  good-will  and  kind  considera- 
tion of  their  more  fortunate  fellow-citizens. 

COMPARATIVE  EXPENSE  OF  EDUCATING  THE  BLIND. 


States. 


Average 
No.  pupils. 


Expense 

per 
capita. 


Illinois  

Arkansas  

New  York  city... 

Missouri  

Pennsylvania...., 

Maryland  

Massachusetts... 
North  Carolina.. 

New  York  

Kansas  


114 
44 
210 

88 
187 

78 
160 

90 
182 


S243  75 
263  36 
292  64 
324  54 
340  07 
351  24 
417  88 
207  03 
236  61 
204  40 


NEED  OF  MEANS  FOR  THE  HIGHER  EDUCATION  OF  THE  BLIND. 

While  this  Institution  is  ample  enough  in  most  respects  to  meet  the  re- 
quirements of  the  blind,  there  are  two  classes  that  cannot  be  benefited  as 
desired,  viz.,  those  over  school  age,  and  those  wishing  to  fit  themselves  for 
one  of  the  professions.  (  The  former  will  be  referred  to  again  in  this  report 
under  another  head.) 

In  the  absence  of  a  national  university  for  the  blind,  where  they  can  pur- 
sue higher  studies  than  can  be  taught  in  State  institutions  with  profit  to  the 
majority,  some  provision  should  be  made  for  those  seeking  such  additional 
advantages  in  order  to  fit  themselves  more  completely  for  an  advanced  po- 
sition in  the  world.  As  a  business  pro2:)Osition  it  certainly  will  not  be  de- 
nied that  it  is  cheaper  to  fit  this  class  of  the  blind,  so  far  as  can  be  done  by 
education,  to  provide  for  themselves  than  to  maintain  them  through  life  at 
the  expense  of  the  State. 

The  limit  to  the  education  of  the  blind  is  found  in  the  means  and  will  of 
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the  citizens  of  the  State.  If  the  State  regards  the  education  of  the  blind 
as  a  disagreeable  but  necessary  charity,  the  extent  of  such  education  will  be 
narrow  and  the  result  of  limited  worth  ;  but  if  the  State  looks  upon  the 
education  of  its  blind  children  as  an  im})erative  duty  to  be  performed  to 
the  full  means  of  its  ability,  and  sees  that  it  is  performed,  the  extent  of  such 
education  will  be  large  and  the  result,  as  an  instrumentality  toward  the  so- 
lution of  the  social  problem,  correspondingly  great. 

If  the  citizens  of  the  State  purpose  to  do  the  best  they  can  for  themselves 
and  their  wards,  they  will  unhesitatingly  appropriate  so  much  of  their 
abundance  as  is  necessary,  to  educate  completely  such  pupils  as  wish  to  fit 
themselves  for  the  ministry  or  any  other  profession  which  they  could  follow, 
so  that  they  might  enter  into  honorable  competition  wdth  the  seeing.  Since 
every  dollar  so  expended  for  the  education  of  the  blind,  is  more  than  a  dol- 
lar gained  to  the  State,  both  in  the  decrease  of  expense  for  their  common 
wants  and  in  the  increased  value  of  every  educated  child,  there  can  be  no 
reasonable  objection  to  such  appropriation  and  certainly  no  question  as  to 
the  result. 

I  know  that  there  are  citizens  who  will  urge  that  the  State  has  no  right 
to  provide  educational  advantages  beyond  those  afforded  by  the  common 
school.  Their  argument  may  be  summarized,  as  follows:  The  State  should 
educate  its  children  just  so  far  as  will  enable  them  to  understand  their  duties 
and  exercise  their  rights  as  citizens  of  a  country  governed  by  the  popular 
voice.  A  primary  education  is  sufficient  for  this ;  therefore,  the  State  has  a 
right  and  is  in  duty  bound  to  furnish  a  primary  education  and  nothing 
more. 

While  this  argument  might  hold  good  so  far  as  regards  seeing  children,  it 
seems  uncharitable  to  apply  it  to  their  blind  brothers  and  thus  deny  them 
all  the  advantages  a  thorough  education  could  afford. 

Since  know^ledge  will  ever  govern  ignorance,  a  people  who  mean  to  be 
their  own  governors  must  arm  themselves  with  the  w^eapons  which  knowl- 
edge gives,  and  sustain  with  masculine  energy  their  higher  as  well  as  their 
lower  institutions  of  learning.  In  case  they  find  a  deficiency  in  the  number 
or  grade  of  either,  they  should  supply  such  deficiency  w^ithout  hesitation  or 
delay. 

It  has  been  the  settled  policy  of  this  State  from  its  organization  to  grant 
State  support  to  its  schools  of  every  grade,  from  the  primary  up  to  and  in- 
cluding its  University.  Will  it  not,  in  accordance  with  this  policy,  go  a  little 
further  and  make  provision  whereby  such  of  its  w^orthy  blind  young  men 
and  w^omen  as  may  desire  it  and  have  made  such  progress  in  their  studies  as 
to  secure  the  recommendation  of  the  Superintendent  of  this  Institution,  sup- 
plemented by  the  approval  of  the  President  and  Secretary  of  the  Board  of 
Charities,  may  enter  the  State  University  and  finish  a  course  of  instruction 
ample  enough  to  fit  them  for  some  of  the  higher  positions  in  social  life  ? 
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CATALOGUE  OF  PUPILS. 
In  the  following  table  will  be  found  a  list  of  the  names  of  pupils,  with  the 
post  office  and  county  of  each.    By  referring  to  the  register  I  find  that  the 
number  of  pupils  —  including  those  who  have  j^assed  through  the  school, 
and  those  now  in  attendance — to  be  one  hundred  and  eighty-six. 


Names. 


County. 


Bain,  George  

Cooper,  Oliver  

Colvin,  Allie  

Cone,  Harry  

Choteau,  Edward... 

Gorman,  Robert  

Cherry,  Albert  

Drake,  Elijah  

Hulburt,  Clayton... 

Hughes,  Johii  

Hull,  Herschell  

Ingram,  Eddie  

James,  Willie  

Kastner,  Otto  

Lefevre,  Joseph  

Masterson,  Charles. 
Messingale,  C.  M.... 

Mitchell,  Willie  

Muswick,  Frank.... 

McGill,  Wallace  

McConuell,  Tyrus.. 

McElroy,  Henry  

Packard,  Fred  

Pollard,  George  

Plumley,  John  

Plummer,  John  

Plought,  Henry  

Pobinson,  Will'ie.... 

Shaw,  :\Iyron  

Sheets,  Geoi-ge  

Smith,  Charles  

Simmons,  James  

Taylor,  John  

Woods,  James  

Willard,  Fred  

FKMALES. 

Angell,  Hattie  

Ambrose,  Dora  

Aberle,  Bessie  

Bressman,  Alice  

Brown,  Alma  

Brown,  Ada  

Billings,  .Jessie   

Cherry,  Hattie  

Cowan,  Lizzie  

Graham,  Emma..  .. 
Honneyman,  Lida.. 

Houston,  Emma  

Hocket,  Almina  

Hamilton,  Lucy  

Kennedy,  C.  M  

Killeen,  Katie  

Kabler,  Louise  

Lockwood,  Ollie  

Lewis,  Lottie  

Morain,  Emma  

McCool,  Viola  

McPherson,  Louie.. 

Packard,  Edith  

Pryor,  Mary  

Rowley,  Florence.. 

Shelton,  Eliza  

Sipe,  Annie  

Stevens,  Dell  

Smith,  Lucy  

Smith,  Josie  

Sheets,  Hettie  

Smith,  Minnie  

Taylor,  Lillian  


Atchison   Atchison. 

Elk  Falls   Elk. 

Perryville   Jefferson. 

Hari)er   Harper. 

Chouteau   Wyandotte. 

Fairmount   Leavenworth. 

I  t.  Scott   Bourbon. 

McCune   Labette. 

Mound  Valley   Labette. 

Osage   Osage. 

Smith  Center   Smith. 

Brenner  ;   Doniphan. 

Montana  j  Labette. 

Westmoreland   Pottawatomie. 

Beloit   Mitchell. 

Leavenworth   Leavenworth. 

Wyandotte   W^-andotte. 

Bo'dock   Butler. 

Wyandotte   Wyandotte. 

Leavenworth  )  Leavenworth. 

Roseville  \  Shawnee. 

Fort  Scott  I  Bourbon. 

Leon   Butler. 

Leavenworth   Leavenworth. 

Mound  Valley   Labette. 

Mound  Valley   Labette. 

Delphos  I  Ottawa. 

Wyandotte     Wvandotte. 

Kirwin  [  Phillips. 

Burdenville  t  Cowley. 

Sedan  i  Chautauqua. 

Sedan   Chautauqua. 


Hallowell. 

Derby  

Concordia. 


Cherokee. 
Sedgwick. 
Cloud. 


Phillipsburg   Phillips. 

Lane  '  Franklin. 

Leavenworth  '  Leavenworth. 

Wyandotte  [  Wyandotte. 

f»s'borne   Osborne. 

Eureka  I  Greenwood. 

Smith  Center  j  Smith. 

Fort  Scott   Bourbon. 

Cambridge   Harper. 

Fontana   Miami. 

Seneca  '  Nemaha. 

Cedar  Junction  !  Johnson. 


Hallowell  

Anthony  

Newton  

W^yandotte  

Newton  

Hanback  

Montrose  

Mound  Valley. 

Tola  

Fort  Scott  

Leon  

La  Cygne  

Emporia  

Burlington  

Topeka  

Clyde  

Sedan  

Osage  Mission.. 

Tola  

Wyandotte  

Ah-lu-we  


Cherokee. 

Harper. 

Harvey. 

Wyandotte. 

Harvey. 

Norton. 

Elk. 

Labette. 

Allen. 

Bourbon. 

Butler. 

Linn. 

Lyon. 

Coffey. 

Shawnee. 

Cloud. 

Chautauqua. 

Neosho. 

Allen. 

Wyandotte. 

Cherokee. 
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CATALOGUE  OF  PUPILS  — Concluded. 


Names. 


Town. 


County. 


FEMALES. 

Truesdell,  Allie  

Thompson,  Hannah  

Williamson,  Fiila  

Wiseman,  Jane  

Wiseman,  Rosa  

Williams,  p]ila  

Woosley,  Eliza  

Winship,  Belle  

Yingling,  Lee  


Leavenworth , 

Eureka  

Cherryvale.... 

Strong  

Strong  

Oswego  

Newton  

Wyandotte.... 
Wyandotte.... 


Leavenworth. 

(Greenwood. 

Labette. 

Chase, 

Chase. 

Labette. 

Harvey. 

Wyandotte. 

Wyandotte. 


Of  the  pupils  named  in  the  foregoing  catalogue,  twenty-seven  have  been 
admitted  since  our  last  report,  fifteen  of  whom  entered  during  the  last  year. 
These  have  been  classed  as  follows :  Spelling  and  defining,  reading  in  New 
York  Point,  arithmetic,  and  geography.  The  examination  at  the  close  of  the 
term  showed  not  only  the  most  favorable  results  for  this  class  of  pupils,  but 
the  highest  average  results  for  all  classes  of  pupils  ever  attained  at  any  ex- 
amination but  one,  since  the  Institution  was  opened.  In  fact,  the  literary 
department  of  the  Institution  is  all  that  could  be  wished,  fully  accomplishing 
the  purposes  of  its  organization.  Teachers  without  exception  have  labored 
zealously,  not  merely  in  giving  instructions,  but  have  endeavored  to  inspire 
their  pupils  with  the  idea  that  to  succeed  they  must  pursue  a  regular  method 
of  study,  and  be  steady  in  application.  As  the  test  of  the  examination 
showed,  the  patience  and  fidelity  of  teachers  and  the  dutifulness  of  pupils 
were  rewarded  with  success. 

BLIND  WOKKINGMENS  HOME. 

It  is  becoming  apparent  that  another  institution  should  be  provided  by 
the  generous  people  of  the  State,  to  be  known  and  maintained  as  "The  Blind 
Workingmen's  Home."  The  name  "Asylum,"  which  was  applied  to  this 
Institution  when  it  was  organized,  was  changed  to  "  Institution  for  the  Edu- 
cation of  the  Blind,"  some  six  years  ago.  This  change  was  made  to  dispel 
the  impression  throughout  the  State  that  the  object  is  to  furnish  a  home  for 
the  old  and  infirm  blind,  and  also  quarters  for  such  blind  persons  as  were  to 
have  their  eyes  treated  by  the  oculists  of  Kansas  City,  the  expense  of  board, 
&c.,  being  borne  by  the  State.  This,  of  course,  is  not  the  purpose  of  the 
State,  since  this  Institution  is  intended  to  fill  an  otherwise  vacant  place  in 
its  grand  public-school  system,  for  the  education  of  the  blind. 

The  reports  from  the  various  counties  incline  me  to  believe  that  there  are 
some  twenty-five  or  thirty  blind  men  in  the  State  who,  in  part  or  wholly, 
are  dependent  on  the  charity  of  citizens  for  support.  Many  of  these  have 
made  application  for  admission  to  the  mechanical  department  of  this  Insti- 
tution ;  but  we  are  not  able  to  provide  for  them,  for  two  reasons :  first,  for 
want  of  the  proper  means  to  give  them  the  mechanical  education  desired ; 
second,  because  it  is  not  proper  to  place  adults,  who  have  been  accustomed 
in  most  instances  to  live  in  large  towns  or  cities,  where  many  of  them  have 
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contracted  vicious  habits  Avhicli  they  are  too  old  or  have  no  disposition  to 
change,  in  contact  with  young  boys.  Such  persons,  when  associated  with 
boys  whose  plastic  minds  are  easily  moulded,  act  as  models.  The  child  is 
but  too  prone  to  imitate  what  he  sees  and  hears.  Everything  to  him  is  a 
model  —  of  manners,  of  gesture,  of  speech,  of  habit,  and  of  character.  "For 
the  child,"  says  an  eminent  writer,  "  the  most  important  era  of  life  is  that 
of  childhood,  when  he  begins  to  color  and  mould  himself  by  companionship 
with  others.  Every  new  educator  effects  less  than  his  predecessor,  until  at 
last,  if  we  regard  all  life  as  an  educational  institution  —  a  circumnavigator 
of  the  world  is  less  influenced  by  all  the  nations  he  has  seen  than  by  his 
nurse."  Models  are  therefore  of  every  importance  in  moulding  the  nature 
of  the  child,  and  if  we  would  have  fine  character,  we  must  place  before  him 
fine  models.  Xow^  the  models  most  constantly  before  the  child's  eye  are  his 
older  associates  of  an  institution.  Imitation  and  example  there  are  constant, 
and  far  outweigh  precept ;  they  are  teaching  without  words,  often  teaching 
what  tongue  cannot  tell.  In  the  face  of  bad  example,  the  best  of  precepts 
are  of  little  or  no  avail ;  the  example  is  followed,  while  precepts,  though  the 
result  of  great  experience,  are  forgotten.  Indeed,  precepts  at  variance  with 
practice  are  worse  than  useless.  Hence  it  is,  that  by  bad  exam23le  so  many 
boys  of  early  promise  fall  short  of,  and  disappoint  the  expectations  of  friends 
and  instructors,  and  fail  to  become  of  any  w^orth  to  the  commonwealth. 

Therefore,  to  provide  for  the  fast-increasing  number  of  blind  adults  in 
this  State,  there  should  be  provided  a  place  where  they  can  be  gathered  to- 
gether, put  under  the  control  of  a  practical  superintendent  or  manager, 
furnished  with  tools,  machinery  and  material  to  instruct  them  in  some  use- 
ful trade,  and  set  to  work  on  the  cooperative  plan;  the  products  of  their 
labor  should  be  sold  on  the  market,  and  the  proceeds  applied  toward  their 
support,  the  State  annually  appropriating  enough  to  make  up  any  deficiency 
in  the  means  required  to  maintain  the  institution.  The  experience  of  Penn- 
sylvania, where  this  system  has  been  in  practical  operation  for  some  time, 
justifies  the  statement  that  such  an  institution  can  be  made  nearly  self-sup- 
porting. In  this  way  a  home  can  be  furnished  for  this  class  of  the  blind  in 
the  State,  at  a  small  cost  to  its  citizens. 

Possibly,  dime-wise  men  may  raise  the  objection  that  the  necessity  for  such 
an  institution  has  already  been  anticipated  in  most  counties,  by  the  opening 
of  poor-houses  or  poor-farms  for  the  support  of  those  who  are  forced  to  de- 
pend on  the  charity  of  their  neighbors  for  subsistence.  They  forget,  how- 
ever, that  no  rational  man,  though  blind,  would  prefer,  if  in  health,  to  live 
without  laboring  for  his  own  maintenance,  provided  he  could  find  employ- 
ment suited  to  his  abilities.  On  the  poor-farm,  even  under  the  most  favor- 
able circumstances,  the  blind  man  cannot  earn  a  tithe  of  the  means  needed 
to  give  him  a  decent  living.  What  the  blind  adult  needs  in  order  to  help 
himself,  is  a  trade,  but  rare  indeed  are  the  opportunities  for  him  to  learn 
one  in  the  shops  or  factories,  where  the  trades  are  followed  which  he  is  com- 
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petent  to  learn.  Neither  at  poor-houses  nor  at  poor-farms  can  the  facilities 
to  enable  him  to  learn  or  follow  a  trade  be  provided.  Again,  though  master 
of  a  trade,  the  blind  man  cannot  often  secure  a  situation  as  journeyman  to 
practice  it,  and  should  he  set  up  for  himself  the  chances  for  a  prosperous 
outcome  from  year  to  year  would  be  exceedingly  uncertain,  if  not  abso- 
lutely futile.  Besides,  the  blind  'man  would  work  much  more  contentedly 
and  much  more  profitably  were  he  surrounded  by  his  equals  in  mit^fortune, 
than  he  could  or  would  were  he  placed  among  those  who  could  see,  and  for 
that  reason  outwork  him.  The  cooperative  plan  is  the  sole  one  that  will 
justify  reasonable  expectation  of  prosperity. 

For  these  reasons,  the  plan  proposed  is  earnestly  commended  to  the  calm 
consideration  of  the  people  and  their  legislative  representatives,  Avith  the 
confidence  that  at  an  early  day  an  institution  wall  be  provided  for  this  class 
of  the  blind.  Surely,  public  beneficence  which  has  thus  far  been  bestowed  by 
generous  friends  on  other  suffering  and  needy  classes  of  our  fellow-citizens, 
will  not  be  denied  those  who,  next  to  the  insane,  deserve  public  protection 
and  support. 

MUSICAL  DEPARTMENT. 

In  schools  for  the  blind  there  is  no  branch  of  instruction  wdiich  deserves 
greater  attention  than  music.  The  benefits  vrhich  the  blind  derive  from  the 
study  of  music  are  great,  not  alone  in  social  life,  but  chiefly  because  it  fur- 
nishes to  them  a  means  by  which  they  may  gain  a  livelihood.  During  the 
last  tw^o  years  this  department  has  made  rapid  progress,  both  in  its  tech- 
nical work  and  in  literary  knowledge  of  music.  Connected  wdth  this  de- 
partment during  the  past  year  have  been  fifty  pupils.  The  instruments 
taught  w^ere,  piano,  parlor  organ,  guitar,  clarionet,  violin,  violoncello,  and 
cornet ;  also,  class  and  solo  singing,  harmony,  and  the  art  of  teaching. 

The  Institution  needs  in  its  musical  department  a  pipe-organ,  and  it  is  felt 
most  keenly  that  this  want  should  be  supplied,  in  order  to  place  the  pupils 
of  our  Institution  on  equal  ground  w^ith  the  musical  profession,  with  which 
they  must  compete  when  they  enter  musical  circles.  Our  school  is  increas- 
ing so  rapidly  that  we  are  also  compelled  to  ask  for  two  new  pianos,  to  take 
the  place  of  those  purchased  sixteen  years  ago,  when  the  Institution  was 
opened.  They  are  entirely  unfit  for  practice,  but  can  be  employed  for  the 
use  of  a  training  class  in  piano-tuning — a  vocation  particularly  adapted  to 
the  blind,  and  one  in  which  they  can  successfully  compete  with  the  seeing, 
on  account  of  their  acute  hearing.  Up  to  this  time  we  have  been  unable  to 
give  any  instruction  in  this  branch,  because  we  lacked  the  necessary  piano 
on  which  to  do  the  work. 

Notation,  according  to  the  Wait  system  of  musical  notation,  has  been 
thoroughly  used  in  this  Institution  with  grand  success,  and  is  considered  by 
us  far  superior  to  any  other  system  in  use,  and  for  this  reason  we  adopt  it 
to  the  exclusion  of  all  other  methods.  This  is  desirable,  for  the  reason  that 
it  affords  the  pupils  the  means  to  write  and  read  easily  their  own  music,  thus 
placing  the  blind  child  in  a  position  to  instruct  the  seeing. 
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This  department  has  been  for  the  past  five  years  in  charge  of  Miss  E.  W. 
Hamblin,  a  young  lady  of  most  excellent  qualities  of  head  and  heart,  but 
on  account  of  failing  health  we  are  reluctantly  compelled  to  fill  her  place 
at  the  opening  of  the  coming  term.  It  is  a  tribute  due  to  her  unremitting 
efibrts  to  say  we  shall  miss  her  influence  and  untiring  zeal  in  this  depart- 
ment. 

INDUSTKIAL  DEP  ARTMENT. 

The  work  of  this  department  does  not  vary  much  from  that  of  former 
years.  The  whole  number  of  boys  who  have  received  instruction  in  the 
mechanical  department  since  the  last  report,  is  thirty-five.  Five  pupils  who 
finished  this  branch  of  their  education,  have  gone  to  various  parts  of  the 
State  to  practice  the  trades  taught  them.  So  far  as  I  am  able  to  learn,  they 
are  doing  well. 

During  the  past  year  I  have  had  under  instruction  in  this  department, 
five  young  ladies  who  made  rapid  progress  in  broom-making  and  caning 
chairs.  In  fact,  they  fully  proved  that  the  girls  of  this  institute,  where 
physical  development  is  sufiicient  to  enable  their  making  the  trial,  can  suc- 
cessfully cope  with  the  boys,  in  any  of  the  branches  of  industry  taught.  I 
am  quite  convinced  that  if  a  few  hours  each  day  were  spent  in  the  broom 
shop  by  the  girls,  it  would  be  of  more  practical  benefit  to  them  than  the 
same  number  of  hours  spent  in  the  gymnasium,  since,  while  the  exercise 
would  not  be  so  violent,  it  would  stimulate  and  equalize  the  flow  of  blood 
and  quite  as  evenly  develop  the  muscles.  I  would  not  have  such  wholly 
relinquish  gymnastic  exercise,  but  would  limit  it  by  substituting  the  work 
above  mentioned. 

We  have  experienced  some  difficulty  in  disposing  of  our  brooms  this  year, 
owing,  in  part,  to  the  numerous  small  factories  in  and  about  Kansas  City, 
but  chiefly  in  the  market  being  flooded  with  brooms  made  by  steam  machines, 
which,  while  they  do  not  produce  as  good  a  broom  as  the  hand-made  brooms, 
cut  off"  the  demand  for  the  latter.  This  will  be  a  matter  of  interest  to  us  in 
the  future,  as  it  must  have  its  effect  on  the  industrial  education  of  this  Insti- 
tution. 

Below  will  be  found  the  cost  of  material  and  labor  in  the  Industrial  De- 
partment for  the  term  ending  June  30,  1883 : 


To  20,399  pounds  broom  corn  @  6ic  

To  175  pounds  broom  twine  

To  615  pounds  broom  wire  

To  13,000  broom  handles  

To  amount  paid  pupils  for  making  1,0421  dozen  brooms. 
To  amount  paid  for  sundries  

Total  


81,274  93 

57  75 

58  42 
208  00 
433  24 

21  60 


82,053  94 


It  will  be  seen  by  the  foregoing  that  during  the  year  ending  June  30, 
1883,  the  department  manufactured  ten  hundred  and  forty-two  and  one- 
fourth  dozen  brooms,  at  a  cost  of  $1.97  per  dozen. 
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Below  is  the  cost  of  labor  and  material  in  the  Industrial  Department  dur- 
ing the  year  ending  June  30,  1884: 


To  15,298  pounds  broom  corn,  @  G^c  

To  130  pounds  broom  twine  

To  453  pounds  broom  wire  

To  9,75U  broom  handles  

To  amount  paid  pupils  for  making  781  dozen  brooms 
To  sundries  

Total  


$956  17 
43  30 
43  57 
15(5  00 
315  32 
9  60 

$1,523  90 


Number  of  brooms  made  during  year  ending  June  30,  1884,  seven  hun- 
dred and  eighty-one  dozen,  at  a  cost  of  $1,954  per  dozen. 

The  number  of  brooms  made  last  year  was  two  hundred  and  sixty-one 
and  one-fourth  dozen  less  than  the  preceding  year,  embraced  in  this  report. 
This  is  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  we  had  in  the  broom  shop  last  year,  a 
large  number  of  boys  who  must  be  taught  how  to  make  their  first  broom, 
in  place  of  experienced  workmen. 

By  a  glance  at  the  amount  paid  boys  in  the  broom  shop  during  the  two 
years  just  closed  ($784.56),  it  will  be  found  to  have  been  sufficient  to  afford 
them  all  necessary  articles  of  clothing  required  during  the  school  year,  thus 
saving  an  appropriation  for  indigent  pupils'  clothing,  and  at  the  same  time 
stimulating  in  them  habits  of  industry  and  economy. 

ASSETS  OVER  LIABILITIES. 

The  following  table  shows  amount  of  assets  in  excess  of  liabilities,  June 
30,  1884: 


406  doz.  brooms  on  hand,  @  $1,95  

6,000  lbs.  corn  on  hand,  @  6ic  

11,200  handles  on  hand,  @fl3  >. 

2,000  broom  braces  on  hand,  @  $3.50  

24  doz.  papers  Swede  tacks,  @  $1.09  

130  lbs.  twine,  @  30c  

732  lbs.  wire,  @  11c  

Sundries  

Tools  and  machinery  on  hand  

Bills  receivable  

Cash  on  hand  

Total  

Bills  payable  

Total  


$491  70 
375  00 
145  60 
7  00 
26  16 
39  00 
84  18 
5  00 
325  00 
430  95 
214  07 


$2,143  66 
19  62 


$2,124  04 


ESTIMATES  FOR  CURRENT  EXPENSES  FOR  1886  AND  1887. 


1885-6. 

1886-7. 

$7,538  00 
8,200  00 

$15,738  00 

$7,538  00 
8,700  00 

$16,238  00 

Total  

The  amount  asked  for  the  years  1883-4  and  1884-5  was  $30,240,  but  by 
some  error  we  were  only  given  $27,800,  leaving  us  short  on  our  estimate  for 
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the  period  $2,440,  a  portion  of  which  amount  we  shall  be  compelled  to  ask 
for  as  a  deficiency. 

KEPAIRS  AND  IMPROVEMENTS. 

I  should  be  falling  far  short  of  my  duty,  were  I  to  close  this  report  without 
calling  your  attention  to  the  inadequate  condition  of  our  heating  apparatus ; 
also  to  the  necessity  of  some  more  available  means  of  escape  from  the  main 
building  in  case  of  fire ;  this  can  and  should  be  done  by  building  the  north 
wing,  a  portion  of  the  foundation  wall  of  which  is  already  completed.  This 
building  is  required  in  order  to  complete  our  system,  and  give  us  sufficient 
school,  music  and  library  rooms,  which  our  constantly  increasing  numbers 
demand.  When  this  is  completed  a  means  of  exit  can  be  furnished  from  the 
fourth  story  of  main  building,  for  the  escape  of  thirty-five  or  forty  blind 
girls  who  occupy  the  dormitory  on  that  floor.  Should  a  fire  occur  without 
this  provision  being  made,  it  would  look  like  criminal  negligence  on  the 
part  of  the  management  of  this  Institution. 

The  boiler  capacity  of  our  steam-heating  apparatus  is  not  sufficient  to  heat 
the  buildings,  as  was  fully  demonstrated  during  the  severe  cold  weather  of 
the  past  Avinter.  We  find  it  requires  another  boiler  equal  in  power  to  the  one 
already  in  use,  to  accomplish  the  desired  result.  My  experience  has  taught 
me  that  to  place  the  steam-heating  apparatus  under  the  buildings,  is  not  only 
expensive  in  many  respects,  but  highly  dangerous  on  account  of  liability  to 
accident,  even  when  the  most  experienced  and  skilled  engineer  is  provided. 
I  would  therefore  suggest  to  your  honorable  body,  that  you  provide  for  the 
erection  of  a  suitable  boiler  house  separate  from  the  Institution  proper,  as 
the  temporary  one  we  constructed  some  years  since  will  barely  answer  for 
the  coming  winter. 

TERMS  OF  ADMISSION,  ETC. 

1.  All  blind  persons  residing  in  the  State  of  Kansas,  between  the  ages  of 
ten  and  tAventy-one  years,  who  are  not  incapacitated  by  physical,  mental  or 
moral  infirmity  for  useful  instruction,  shall  be  considered  eligible  as  pupils 
of  the  Institution ;  but  no  one  w^hose  age  does  not  come  within  the  limits 
above  prescribed  shall  be  received  or  retained  in  the  Institution,  except  in 
peculiar  cases,  and  then  only  by  action  of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 

2.  The  Superintendent  shall  have  authority  to  admit  applicants  who  come 
within  the  prescribed  rules,  but  shall  refer  all  other  cases  to  the  Board. 

3.  Pupils  may  be  suspended  and  returned  to  their  homes  by  the  Superin- 
tendent, when  in  his  judgment  it  is  necessary  to  maintain  discipline  or  pro- 
mote the  health  of  the  school ;  but  his  action  in  all  cases  of  suspension  must 
be  reported  to  the  Board,  for  final  adjustment,  at  their  next  meeting. 

4.  All  regular  pupils  shall  be  required  to  be  in  attendance  at  the  Institu- 
tion at  the  commencement  ot  each  session,  and  to  remain  until  the  close  of 
the  same,  unless  prevented  by  sickness  or  some  other  exigency,  which  in  the 
judgment  of  the  Superintendent  shall  be  deemed  a  sufficient  cause  for  a  leave 
of  absence. 
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SUGGESTIONS  TO  PARENTS. 

Application  for  admission  should  be  addressed  to  the  Superintendent  of 
the  Kansas  Institution  for  the  Blind,  Wyandotte,  Kansas.  Parents  and 
guardians  must  provide  their  children  with  good  and  suitable  clothing  to 
last  them  for  nine  months,  which  should  be  marked  in  a  plain  and  legible 
hand,  in  order  to  prevent  loss.  They  should  also  provide  them  with  suffi- 
cient money  to  defray  traveling  expenses  to  and  from  the  Institution. 

All  boxes  or  packages  sent  to  pupils  by  express  or  as  freight,  should  be 
directed  in  care  of  the  Institution  for  the  Blind,  with  charges  prepaid.  When 
writing  to  pupils,  if  directed  in  care  of  Kansas  Institution  for  Education  of 
the  Blind,  it  will  insure  a  speedy  delivery. 

LENGTH  OF  TERM. 

The  session  commences  on  the  second  Wednesday  after  the  first  Monday 
in  September,  and  closes  on  the  first  Wednesday  after  the  first  Monday  in 
June. 

BOARD  AND  LODGING. 

Persons  bringing  pupils  to  this  Institution,  or  visiting  them  or  teachers 
while  there,  cannot  be  accommodated  with  board  and  lodging  at  the  Institu- 
tion during  their  stay. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

GEO.  H.  MILLER,  Superintendent. 
Wyandotte,  Kas.,  June  30,  1884. 


PHYSICIAN'S  REPORT. 


To  the  Hon.  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Kansas  State  Charitable  Institutions: 

Gentlemen  —  The  fortunate  exemption  of  the  Institution  for  the  Blind, 
during  the  last  session,  from  any  epidemic  sickness,  or  other  ailments  arising 
from  local  causes,  other  than  those  incident  to  the  vicissitudes  of  the  weather, 
argues  well  for  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  Institution.  My  report,  conse- 
quently, for  the  term  consists  simply  of  the  above  statement  and  congratu- 
lations. Respectfully  submitted. 

FRED.  SPECK,  M.  D. 
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INVENTORY  OF  THE  KANSAS  INSTITUTION  FOR  THE  EDUCATION  OF  THE  BLIND,  taken 

June  30,  1883,  and  June  30,  1884. 


Articles. 


Ami.. 


Axes  

Single  beds  

Double  beds  

Single  blankets  

Double  blankets  

Miscellaueous  books,  point. 

Miscellaneous  books  

Bureaus  

Broom  braces  

Cans  Lima  beans  

Bits  

Empty  barrels  

Bug^y  

Tin  basins  

Ironing  boards  

Hair  brushes  

Whitewash  brushes  

Horse  brushes  

Rubber  blankets  

Saddle  bridles  

Pounds  bran  

Book-cases..;  

Tin  boilers  

Pounds  baking  powder  

Wire  basket  

Baskets  

Clothes  baskets  

Individual  batters  

Dinner  bells  

Call  bells  

Broom  bands  

Brackets  

Corner  bracket  

Bread  bowl  

Bread  boards  

Bars  Bath  brick  

Bottles  bluing  

Carpets  

Chairs  , 

Otfice  chairs  

Rocking  chairs  

Curtains  

Pounds  cheese  

Clocks  

Pounds  broom  corn  

Couches  

Medicine  case  

Spool  cases  

China  cuspidores  

Pounds  coal  

Cows  

Two-quart  tin  cans  

Four-gallon  tin  can  

One-pint  tin  can  

Two-quart  glass  cans  

Cultivator  

Calf  

Tea  cups  

Gravy  cups  

Egg  cups  

Creamers  

Pounds  dried  currants  

Dish  cloths  

Plated  castors  

Pounds  dried  cherries  

Pounds  crackers  

Pounds  candles  

Pounds  chocolate  

Pairs  sewing  culTs  

Bottles  chow-chow  

Cans  corn  

Pounds  cinnamon  

Single  comforts  

Double  comforts  

Oil  cloths  

Bread  cutter  

Dusters  

School  desks  


2 
69 
8 

186 
29 
144 
115 

5 

,000 


24 
14 
155 
7 
8 
117 


3 

,000 
2 
1 
2 
2 


326 
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INVENTORY—  Continued. 


Articles. 


Desks,  teachers'  

Desks,  office  

Dippers,  tin  

Dishes,  soup  

Dishes,  sauce  

Dishes,  pickle  

Dressers  

Pounds  extract  

Egg  beater  

Forks  

Forks,  plated  

Quarts  fruit,  canned  

Fork,  carving  

Pounds  flour  

Goblets  

Yards  gingham  

Pounds  ginger  , 

Grater,  nutiucg  

Hatchet,  G.  U  

Hammer,  stone  

Hoe,  grub  

Bunches  handles,  broom.. 

Pounds  hominy  , 

Feet  hose,  fire  

Hives,  bee  

Horses  

Sets  harness  

Halters  

Pounds  brimstone  

Flatirons  

Quarts  ink,  Arnold's  

Jars,  slop  

One-gallon  jars,  stone  

Packages  gelatine  , 

Knives  

Knives,  plated  

Knives,  celluloid  

Lamps,  bracket  

Lamps,  stand  

Lamps,  hall  

Lanterns,  dash  

Barrels  lime  

Ladders,  fire  

Ladders,  step  

Cans  lye  

Labels,  broom  

Lap  spread  

Lamp  founts,  No.  9  , 

Lemon  squeezer  

Mattresses,  single  

Mattresses,  double  

Mirrors  

Mops  

Mop  sticks  

IVrugs  

]\rachines,  sewing  

Pounds  mustard  

Masher,  potato  

Machines,  broom  

Packages  matches,  parlor. 

Match  safes  

Milk  pans  

Meat  chopper  

Meat  block  

Milk  can  

Sets  nets,  fly  

Needles,  broom  

Needles,  bunching  

Pounds  nutmeg  

Dozen  napkins  

Pounds  oats  

Oil  tank  

Gallons  oil  

Oil  can  

Organ  

Oven,  bake  , 

Opener,  can  

Pitchers,  water  

Pitchers,  milk  
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INVENTORY— Continued. 


Articles. 


Pianos  

Piano  stools.. 

Stoves  

Pillows  

Planes  

Pots,cotfee.... 

Pots,  tea  

Pans,  tin  

Pans,  dish  

Pans,  muffin. 

Pails  

Plows  


Pulley  

Plates  

Packages  polish,  stove. 

Peppers,  ind  

Platters  


Presses,  broom. 
Cans 


pears. 


Cans  peaches  

Pounds  pepper. 
Pictures  


Pounders,  broom. 

Pump,  force  

Pans,  earthen  

Pans, 


IS,  pie. 


Pans,  cake  

Pins,  rolling... 
Robes,  bull'alo. 
Ringers  


Racks,  clothes  

Pounds  rope,  tar. 
Feet 


rope. 


Stand,  marble  top., 

Stands,  wash  

Sheets,  single  

Sheets,  double  

Soap,  slabs  


Spreads  

Pair  shears  

Pair  shears,  hurl  

Slates  

Saws  

Squares  

Set  "  caneing,"  eel  

Saw  horses  

Saddles  

Boxes  and  bars  soap  

Bars  soap,  castile  

Spoons,  ladle  

Pounds  starch  

Box  soap,  toilet  

Bars  soap,  castile  

Sets  springs,  bed  

Shovels  

Spade  

Sofa  

Spellers,  point  

Sleds  

Shades,  lamp  

Swings  

Stand  covers  

Sticks,  candle  

Saw  bucks  

Shade,  lamp,  14-inch  

Barrels  and  pounds  salt.. 

Packages  sage  

Strainer  

Saucers  

Saucer  dishes  


Ami., 
1883. 


Ami., 
188U. 


Rake. 
Reels 
Rugs. 

Pounds  rice   152 

Racks,  hat  I  3 


Pounds  raisins   25 

Rack,  towel   2 

Range  and  boiler  

Stands  
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1 NVENTORY— CONCLUDKI). 


Articles. 


Salts,  individual  

I'ouiuis  sugar  

Spoons  

Spoons,  table  

Spoons,  tea,  plated  

Spoons,  table,  plated  

(iallons  syrup  

Pounds  soda  

Pounds  sal  soda  

Secretaries   

Skiunuers  

Towels  

Towels,  roller  

Towels,  dish  

Tubs,  bath  

Dozens  papers  tacks  

Tablecloths  

Yards  tablecloth  

Yards  toweling  

Tubs,  foot  

Tubs,  clothes  

Pounds  twine  

Tureens  

Tureens,  potato  

Tumblers  

Triangle  

Cello,  bass  

(Gallons  vinegar  

Violins  

Wheelbarrows  

Wrenches  

Wagon  

Wagon  box  

Wagon  seat  

Pounds  wire,  broom  

What-nots  

Abacus  

Wash-boards  

Geometrical  figures  

Gross  buttons  

Auger  

Barrels  pickles  

Cans  pineapples  

Grindstone  

Scythe  

Yards  shirting  

Yards  sheeting  

Spider  

Scales  

Sprinklers  

Seeder,  broom  

Refrigerator  

Ottomans  

Reels,  twine  

Yards  netting,  wire  

Coffee  mill  

Gallons  molasses  

Yards  muslin  

Pounds  cotFee  

Combs  

Dozens  eggs  

Cans  gooseberries  

Two-quart  glass  measure. 

Hoisting  machine  

Lamp  harps  

Pairs  hose,  ladies  

Hamper,  clothes  

Cups  jelly  

Jugs,  water  

Kettles,  iron  

Dozen  pencils  

Pounds  prunes  

Cans  tomatoes  

Dozens  spools  thread  

Pounds  tea  

Trays  


Amt., 
1883. 


39 
,085 
181 
26 
81 


35i 

21 

20 

2 

2 
88 
22 


105 
2 


298 


1 
1 
42 
3 
2 
5 
1 
I 
1 

,116 
2 
1 
7 
1 
3 
1 

2! 
34 

1 

1 
47 
112 

1 

3 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

18 
65i 
380 
13 
19 
24 
1 
1 
2 
8 
1 
4 
15 
4 
1 

100 

58 
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INSTITUTION  FOR  THE  EDUCATION  OF  THE  BLIND. 


GEORGE  H.  MILLER,  Superintendent. 


The  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  this  Institution  presents  a  history  of  its 
operations  during  the  last  biennial  period. 

The  sum  of  $7,000  was  appropriated  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30th,  1886,  for 
the  erection  of  a  boiler  house  and  smoke  stack,  the  purchase  of  a  new  boiler,  and 
the  removal  and  resetting  of  the  old  boiler.  This  work  was  completed  under  con- 
tract to  the  lowest  bidder,  in  a  satisfactory  manner,  and  adds  greatly  to  the  comfort 
and  convenience  of  the  Institution.  The  following  statement  shows  all  disburse- 
ments under  this  appropriation: 

FOR  ERECTION  OF  BOILER  HOUSE. 


To  whom  paid. 


Haskell  &  Wood  

Preston  Anderson  

Theodore  F.  Douglas,  Wyandotte  

Kansas  City  Cement  Co  

T.  R.  Hayes,  Wyandotte  

Richard  Thwarts,  Wyandotte  

W.  T.  Taylor,  Wyandotte  

Robinson  &  Harness,  Wyandotte  

John  F.  Meyer,  Wyandotte  

John  Thomas,  Wyandotte  

John  Thomas,  Wyandotte  

Wyandotte  Pressed  Brick  Co  

John  Gayer  

Frank  S.  Mertester  

John  F.  Meyer.  

Richard  Thwarts  

Kansas  City  and  Wyandotte  Pressed  Brick  Co. 

Samuel  I.  Pope  &  Co  

Empire  Laundry  Machine  Co  

John  F.  Meyer  

Wyandotte  Lumber  Co  

U.  S.  Wind  Engine  Co  

Wm.  A.  Taylor  

Wm.  A.  Taylor  

V.  J.  Lane  &  Co  

Wyandotte  Lumber  Co  

John  F.  Meyer  


Total   $7,000  00 


The  completion  of  the  plant  by  the  erection  of  the  north  wing  would  add  to  the 
comfort  and  convenience  of  the  Institution,  and  increase  its  capacity.  This  can  be 
accomplished  with  all  proper  arrangements  for  furnishing  and  heating,  for  the  sum 
of  $15,000,  although  we  would  not  urge  the  appropriation  to  the  exclusion  of  more 
pressing  matters.  In  all  that  pertains  to  the  educational  advancement  and  moral 
culture  of  the  pupils,  nothing  seems  wanting.  We  indorse  the  recommendation  of 
the  Superintendent  in  regard  to  the  construction  of  a  sidewalk  along  the  south  side 
of  the  Institution,  and  an  estimate  will  be  presented  for  this  purpose.  Estimates 
for  the  support  of  the  Institution  for  the  biennial  period  ending  June  30,  1889,  as 
made  by  the  Superintendent  in  his  report,  are  approved. 
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TREASURER'S  REPORT. 

To  the  Hon.  Board  of  Trustees  —  Gentlemen:  I  herein  submit  my  report  of  the 
financial  operations  of  the  Institution  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind  for  the  bien- 
nial period  ending  June  30,  1886. 


RECEIPTS. 


To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer,  on  sworn  vouchers  duly  examined  and  approved 
by  Finance  Committee,  on  account  of  respective  appropriations,  as  follows: 

Salaries  and  care  and  maintenance,  year  ending  June  30,  1885  

Deficiency  appropriation,  March,  1885  

For  purchase  of  pianos  


Total  

Care  and  maintenance,  year  ending  June  30,  1886. 

Salaries  of  officers,  teachers  and  employes  

Erection  of  boiler  house,  smoke  stack,  etc  


DISBURSEMENTS. 


By  cash  on  account  of  respective  appropriations,  as  follows: 

Salaries  and  care  and  maintenance,  year  ending  June  .30,  1885  

Salaries  and  care  and  maintenance  account  undrawn,  year  ending  June  30, 1885. 


Pianos. 


1886. 


Care  and  maintenance  for  year  ending  June  30, 

Care  and  maintenance  account  undrawn  

Salaries  of  officers,  teachers  and  employt's,  June  30,  1886  

Salaries  of  officers,  teachers  and  employes,  account  undrawn  June  30,  1886., 
For  boiler  house  and  smoke  stack,  June  30,  1886  


$13,917  54 
1,000  00 
800  00 


S15,717  54 
8,200  00 
7,629  00 
7.000  00 


Total   $38,546  54 


$14,916  50 
1  04 

800  00 
8,199  75 
25 

7,516  23 
112  77 
700  00 


Totals....   i    $38,546  54 


A.  T.  SHARPE,  Treasurer. 


SUPERINTENDENT'S  REPORT. 


To  the  Hon.  Board  Trustees  —  Gentlemen:  In  presenting  this  my  fifth  biennial 
report,  ending  June  30,  1886,  I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  state  that  the  inmates  of  the 
Institution  have  been  blessed  with  an  unusual  degree  of  health.  This  fact  alone  has 
contributed  largely  to  our  success  during  the  two  years  just  closed.  The  pupils  have 
been  regular  in  their  attendance,  and  studious  in  their  efforts  to  be  benefited  by  the 
advantages  offered  them  through  the  wise  provisions  of  those  who  were  intrusted 
with  the  framing  of  our  laws  providing  for  this  class  of  defective  citizens. 

The  enrollment  for  the  biennial  period  just  ended  is  as  follows:  For  1885,  77 — 
average  attendance,  73;  for  1886,  72  —  average  attendance,  67.  At  the  close  of  the 
term,  June  7,  1885,  twenty  pupils  left  the  school  for  various  causes  —  mostly  on  ac- 
count of  finishing  the  course  of  instruction,  or  moving  to  other  States.  At  the 
opening  of  the  term,  October  1,  1885,  twenty-two  new  pupils  were  admitted,  who 
were  classified,  and  received  especial  attention  in  the  primary  department.  The  re- 
sults attained  by  these  have  been  most  satisfactory.  The  same  may  be  said  of  older 
and  more  advanced  pupils.  The  pleasures  and  advantages  to  be  derived  from  the 
possession  of  an  education  by  the  blind  youth  of  our  State  need  not  be  amplified 
here;  they  are  surely  worthy  the  attention  of  the  philanthropist,  and  the  best  efforts 
of  both  teachers  and  pupils. 

Our  efforts  are  more  especially  directed  to  those  branches  of  study,  and  that 
training,  which  enable  each  pupil  to  do  the  most  good,  and  derive  the  greatest 
amount  of  pecuniary  profit  from  the  exercise  of  his  or  her  accomplishments.  The 
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pupils  who  have  finiahed  their  course  of  instructions  during  the  period  embraced  in 
this  report,  have  gone  into  society  fully  equipped  to  compete  with  their  more  fortu- 
nate seeing  brothers.  We  ask  from  the  citizens  of  the  State  where  they  may  chance 
to  locate,  that  assistance  which  will  place  them  on  an  equal  footing  with  honorable 
competitors  in  such  vocations  as  they  may  choose  to  follow.  I  find  by  careful  in- 
quiry, such  pupils  as  have  gone  into  the  social  world  from  this  Institution,  to  provide 
for  themselves  and  those  dependent  on  them,  with  scarcely  an  exception,  have  suc- 
ceeded beyond  our  most  sanguine  expectations,  and  are  enjoying  comfortable  homes 
and  making  an  honest  and  honorable  living,  enjoying  the  confidence  of  the  com- 
munities in  which  they  have  located.  Many  times  this  can  be  traced  to  the  helping 
hand  of  some  sympathizing  friend,  who  has  always  been  ready  to  give  wise  and 
timely  counsel  at  a  time  when  it  could  be  of  substantial  benefit,  for  which  those 
connected  with  this  Institution  are  very  thankful.  This  unselfish  principle  exhibited 
by  those  communities  in  which  our  pupils  choose  to  make  their  homes,  is  only  an 
evidence  of  the  higher  type  of  civilization  which  characterizes  our  State. 

CATALOGUE  OF  PUPILS. 

In  the  following  table  will  be  found  a  list  of  the  names  of  pupils,  with  the  post 
office  and  county  of  each.  By  referring  to  the  register,  I  find  the  number  of  pupils 
—  including  those  who  have  passed  through  the  school  and  those  now  in  attend- 
ance—  to  be  two  hundred  and  fifteen: 


Name. 


Males. 


Bain,  George  

Bookout,  Rufus  

Billichick,  Martin  

Cooper,  Oliver  

Colvin,  Allie  

Chouteau,  Edward  

Gorman,  Robert  

Gherry,  Albert  

Gurtis,  Fred  

Cutter,  Preston  

Drake,  Elijah  

Hughes,  John  

Hull,  Herschell  

Hopkins,  Willie  

Ingram,  Eddie  

James,  Willie  

Jones,  John  

Kastner,  Otto  

Lefevre,  Joseph  

Lottie,  Lewis  

Masterson,  Charles  

Messingale,  C.  M  

Mitchell,  Willie  

Musnick,  Frank  

McGill,  Wallace  

McConnell,  Cyrus  

McElroy,  Henry    

Packard,  Fred  

Pollard,  George  

Plumley,  John  

Robinson,  Willie  

Reeves,  James  

Shaw,  Myron  

Sheets,  George  

Smith,  Charles  {  Sedan 

Saxton,  Earle  |  Newton.... 

Smith,  Tommy   Wichita.... 

Taylor,  John   Hallowell. 

Tindall,  Willie   LaCygne.. 

Truax,  John  !  Anthony.. 

Woods,  James  I  Derby  

Willard,  Fred   Concordia. 

Walters,  Charles  j  Hillsdale.. 

Wilson,  Arthur   Perry ville 

Zimmerman,  Chris  I  Dunlap  


Town. 


Atchison  

Lenexa  

Ben  Ranch  

Elk  Falls  

Perry  ville  

Chouteau  

Fairmount  

Fort  Scott  

Concordia  

Ellsworth  

MeCune  

Osage  , 

Smith  Center,.. 

Leroy  

Brenner  

Montana  

Kiowa  

Westmoreland 

Beloit  

Fall  River  

Leavenworth ... 

Wyandotte  

Bodock  

Wyandotte  

Leavenworth... 
Rossville. 
Fort  Scott . 
Leon. 

Leavenworth. 
Mound  Valley. 
Wyandotte. 
Emporia 

Kirwin  

Burdenville. 


County. 


Atchison. 
Johnson. 
Ellsworth. 
Elk. 

Jefferson. 

Wyandotte. 

Leavenworth. 

Bourbon. 

Cloud. 

Ellsworth. 

Labette. 

Osage. 

Smith. 

Coffey. 

Doniphan. 

Labette. 

Kiowa. 

Pottawatomie. 

Mitchell. 

Elk. 

Leavenworth. 

Wyandotte. 

Butler. 

Wyandotte. 

Leavenworth. 

Shawnee. 

Bourbon. 

Butler. 

Leavenworth. 

Labette. 

Wyandotte. 

Lyon. 

Phillips. 

Cowley. 

Chautauqua. 

Harvey. 

Sedgwick. 

Cherokee. 

Linn. 

Harper. 

Sedgwick. 

Cloud. 

Miami. 

Jefferson. 

Morris. 
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CATALOGUE  OF  PUPILS  — Concluded. 


Name.  Town.  County. 


Females. 


Wvandotte  

Smith  Center  

Baker,  Alice  

Olean  

Fort  Scott  

Crawford,  Eva  

Copple,  Minnie  

Waverly  

Graham,  Emma  

Hockett,  Almina  

Hallowell  

Hamilton,  Lucy  

Kennedy,  C.  M  

Lockwood,  Ollie  

Lewis.  Lottie  

Montrose  

Morale,  Emma  

Mound  Valley  

McCool,  Viola  

lola  

Miller,  Lona  

Packard,  Edith  

Shelton,  Eliza  

Sipe,  Annie  

Topeka  

Smith,  Josie  

Osage  Mission  

Smith,  Minnie  

Schimmelfening,  Inez  

Tavlor,  Lillian  

Truesdell,  Allie  

Leavenworth  

Eureka  

Thompson,  Emma  

El  Dorado  

Williamson,  Tula  

Strong  

Williams.  Ella  

Oswego  

Wooslev,  Eliza  

Winship,  Belle  

Webb,  Eva  

Phillips. 

Franklin. 

Leavenworth. 

Wyandotte. 

Osborne. 

Smith. 

Graham. 

Bourbon. 

Harper. 

Franklin. 

Franklin. 

Miami. 

Cherokee. 

Johnson. 

Cherokee. 

Harper. 

Harvey. 

Norton. 

Elk. 

Labette. 

Allen. 

Douglas. 

Butler. 

Linn. 

Brown. 

Lyon. 

Coffey. 

Shawnee. 

Chautauqua. 

Neosho. 

Wyandotte. 

Wyandotte. 

Montgomery. 

I.feavenworth. 

Greenwood. 

Butler. 

Labette. 

Chase. 

Labette. 

Harvey. 

Wyandotte. 

Rush. 


THE  LITERARY  EDUCATION  OF  THE  BLIND. 

Very  many,  though  not  all,  of  the  beauties  of  nature,  science  and  art,  will  forever 
remain  shut  out  from  the  sightless  student,  but  our  course  of  training  is  such  as 
will  develop  to  the  highest  degree  all  the  remaining  faculties.  In  his  knowledge  of 
all  natural  objects  he  must  lose  all  perception  of  color;  but  color  is  only  one  of  the 
qualities  of  objects;  he  gains  a  correct  knowledge  of  their  surface,  form,  size,  and 
of  distance,  through  the  sense  of  touch.  His  ideas  of  abstract  subjects  are  limited 
only  by  his  mental  ability.  When  we  consider  what  vast  storehouses  of  thought  he 
finds  in  the  wide  field  of  literature,  we  must  conclude  that  he  is  in  a  great  measure 
compensated  for  the  loss  of  sight.  Our  pupils  are  systematically  trained  in  the  cor- 
rect use  of  the  English  language;  they  are  taught  to  understand  the  depth  of  mean- 
ing in  every  word,  and  to  appreciate  the  beauties  of  expression.  This  training 
prepares  them  for  a  wide  range  of  reading,  from  treatises  on  the  affairs  of  the  an- 
cients, 3,000  years  B.  C,  to  the  books  and  periodicals  of  yesterday.  That  the  literary 
culture  of  the  blind  is  a  success,  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  no  advanced  pupil  find? 
any  pleasure  in  a  trashy  work  of  fiction  or  the  sensational  newspaper  article,  but  he 
selects  and  enjoys  the  best  productions  of  the  best  minds.  There  is  at  present  a 
very  small  amount  of  desirable  literature  in  a  readable  alphabet  which  the  blind 
student  can  peruse  unaided.  The  supply  is  not  five  per  cent,  of  the  demand.  Out- 
side of  the  reading  on  subjects  connected  with  essays,  debates,  and  all  required  work 
of  the  pupils,  teachers  are  kept  constantly  engaged  in  reading  to  them  books  which 
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ought  to  be  printed  in  the  New  York  Point,  and  thus  enable  them  to  read  and  study 
for  themselves.  Let  every  one  interested  in  the  education  of  the  blind  take  hold  of 
this  subject  and  not  relax  his  efforts  until  every  blind  institution  in  America  has 
a  library  well  filled  with  books  printed  in  the  New  York  Point  letter,  which  will  be  a 
vast  help  to  further  the  cause  for  which  we  labor. 

The  training  necessary  to  reach  a  high  standard  of  excellence,  though  a  difficult 
and  unceasing  task,  is  not  without  its  enjoyable  features.  Teachers  who  would 
succeed  in  the  work  must  devote  mind,  hand,  and  heart  to  it.  And  the  more  they 
study  it,  the  higher  possibilities  they  will  find.  We  labor  not  simply  to  store  the 
mind  with  vast  accumulations  of  facts  and  ideas,  but  to  teach  pupils  how  to  think, 
how  to  reason,  how  to  make  a  right  use  of  the  knowledge  gained,  how  to  expand  and 
round  out  every  good  quality  of  the  head  and  heart.  They  see  with  the  "  mind's 
eye,"  and  with  this  sight  they  have  a  broad  and  enlightened  view  of  the  world  and 
the  world's  progress.  A  person  unacquainted  with  the  educated  blind  would  suppose 
their  misfortune  would  have  a  tendency  to  make  them  selfish,  peevish,  indolent,  and 
narrow-minded.  The  reverse  of  this  is  the  case.  They  are  self-sacrificing  and  in 
their  helplessness  help  others  in  many  ways.  They  are  very  happy  in  their  work, 
and  have  neither  time  nor  inclination  for  peevishness.  They  work  with  unremitting 
industry  and  astonishing  zeal  to  attain  some  cherished  hope,  and  in  the  numerous 
volumes  of  history,  science  and  art  which  they  are  constantly  perusing,  the  mind 
finds  food  for  meditation  which  precludes  all  thought  of  narrow-mindedness.  That 
our  system  of  educating  the  blind  is  a  success,  can  be  proven  in  many  ways,  as,  by 
comparing  their  scholarship  with  that  of  seeing  pupils  of  the  same  grade;  by  com- 
paring their  courses  of  reading  with  those  of  the  best-read  people;  by  comparing 
their  stock  of  information  on  religious,  political,  scientific  and  social  topics,  with 
that  of  their  wide-awake  and  seeing  neighbors. 

The  cold  restraint  too  often  observed  in  the  school  room  is  unknown  in  this  home- 
like school.  At  the  sound  of  the  bell  the  students  enter  the  school  room  with 
smiling  faces  and  happy  voices,  though  with  sightless  eyes,  and  heartily  engage 
in  the  work  of  the  hour  ;  no  pupil  feels  any  timidity  in  asking  questions,  however 
indirectly  connected  with  the  lesson  ;  the  teacher  explains  every  word,  thought  and 
sentence  thoroughly.  In  this  manner  all  progress  is  sure  ;  nothing  is  passed  over 
slightly,  and  they  acquire  habits  of  research  and  exactness.  After  the  lesson  is 
recited  it  is  treated  on  the  conversational  plan,  the  pupils  and  teacher  all  asking 
and  answering  questions,  advancing  ideas,  and  exchanging  opinions.  I  strongly 
recommend  this  method  as  being  one  of  the  best  means  of  obtaining  the  very  best 
results  ;  it  stimulates  the  indolent,  encourages  the  timid,  and  cultivates  the  conversa- 
tional powers  ;  tends  toward  correctness  of  statement  and  language,  originality 
of  thought,  and  gives  an  animation  and  vigor  to  a  class  that  is  very  gratifying  to 
see.  The  teacher  must  be  master  of  the  subject  and  the  situation  ;  must  have 
fine  tact  and  good  talent,  or  the  adoption  of  this  method  would  produce  not  only 
disputes  and  waste  of  time,  but  defeat  the  very  ends  for  which  it  is  recommended. 
Skillfully  managed,  we  have  found  it  productive  of  remarkably  good  results  ;  the 
cheerful,  ready  obedience  yielded  by  all,  shows  them  to  be  not  only  interested  in 
class-room  work,  but  eager  to  learn.  The  first  duty  of  the  teacher  is  to  exert  his 
influence  in  producing  this  happy  feature  of  school  work.  Particular  attention 
should  be  paid  to  the  study  of  mathematics.  The  course  of  training  in  this  branch 
gives  a  discipline  to  the  mind  which  can  be  gained  by  no  other  study.  All  problems, 
however  difficult,  must  be  solved  mentally,  and,  as  all  the  numbers  must  be  remem- 
bered and  carried  along  with  the  reasoning,  till  the  final  step  is  finished,  one  may 
readily  see  what  powers  of  concentration  of  thought  are  necessary.  Daily  scriptural 
teachings,  besides  their  effect  on  character,  have  also  an  intellectual  effect  in  the 
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spirit  of  inquiry  they  produce,  and  in  furnishing  the  mind  with  subjects  for  thought, 
which  are  not  only  valuable  for  their  influence  on  the  heart,  but  the  mind. 

In  observing  the  influence  at  work  upon  the  character  of  the  young  blind  student, 
one  should  not  fail  to  notice  the  effect  produced  by  the  daily  system  of  regulations 
and  government  established  in  the  Institution.  The  daily  habits  of  a  student  hav- 
a  greater  influence  over  him  than  the  facts  he  gathers  in  learning  his  lessons;  and 
his  habits  should  be  watched  as  closely  and  with  as  much  careful  patience  as  any 
recitation.  He  has  certain  hours  for  work  and  others  for  recreation.  Every  day's 
work  is  planned,  leaving  no  time  to  waste  in  idleness  or  mischief.  Regular  meals, 
recitations,  work  hours,  study  hours,  recreation  hours,  all  combine  to  produce  the 
most  beneficial  results.  These  results  are  manifest,  even  to  the  careless  observer,  in 
the  good  health,  neatness,  industry,  cheerfulness,  and  business-like  air  of  the  pupil. 
These  habits  are  formed  at  school,  and  will  prove  a  blessing  to  him  all  his  life;  and 
they  should  be  so  thoroughly  established  as  to  make  it  impossible  for  him  to  lead 
the  life  of  a  loafer. 

HOME  CULTURE. 

I  wish  that,  through  this  report,  I  could  reach  the  hearts  of  the  parents  of  every 
blind  child  in  the  State  of  Kansas,  and  impress  upon  them  the  necessity  of  a  wise 
home  training  of  their  children.  It  is  no  uncommon  thing  to  find  parents  who  feel 
that,  because  a  child  is  without  sight,  he  is  necessarily  doomed  to  a  life  of  helpless- 
ness and  dependence.  These  parents,  in  their  mistaken  fondness  and  sympathy,  do 
all  in  their  power  to  increase  their  helplessness,  by  injudicious  petting  and  lack 
of  instruction.  There  could  be  no  greater  mistake;  and  the  only  really  wise  course 
to  pursue  is,  in  every  particular,  to  rear  the  little  blind  one  exactly  as  his  seeing 
brothers  and  sisters.  It  may  require  more  time  and  much  patience,  but  by  all  means 
give  him  his  little  duties  to  perform,  constantly  increasing  them,  and  you  will  be 
surprised  and  amply  repaid  to  find  how  many  things  he  can  do,  how  well  he  can  do 
them,  and  how  happy  he  is  in  the  doing.  Only  one  who  has  been  associated  with  the 
blind  can  tell  how  heavily  hangs  the  time,  when  both  the  mind  and  hands  are  idle; 
yet  it  is  an  easy  thing  to  foster  a  habit  of  idleness,  which  years  of  school  life  will 
not  overcome;  and  this  habit  is  too  often  a  fixed  one  before  the  child  enters  the  In- 
stitution, where  he  finds  that  he  must  labor  with  his  hands  as  well  as  with  his  mind. 
Especially  would  I  say,  teach  the  child  habits  of  personal  neatness  and  order  —  to 
dress  himself  properly,  and  to  feel  pride  in  a  neat  appearance.  The  little  boy  can 
learn  to  blacken  his  boots,  and  the  little  girl  to  dress  her  hair,  as  well  as  to  call  upon 
others  to  do  it.  This  self-helpfulness  must  be  learned  at  home,  where,  in  fact,  it  can 
be  learned  under  the  eye  of  the  inother  far  better  than  elsewhere;  then  when  the 
little  one  is  old  enough  to  go  to  school,  send  him  with  his  seeing  brothers  and  sisters. 
The  watchful  care  which  his  associates  will  have  over  him  will  tend  to  a  constant 
development  of  brotherly  love,  and  there  is  very  little,  except  reading,  that  he  can- 
not learn  in  a  public  school,  until  he  is  old  enough  to  leave  home  for  the  Institution. 

Parents  should  strive  unceasingly  to  prevent  the  formation  of  personal  habits 
which  will  render  a  child  conspicuous  and  peculiar  among  his  associates;  among 
these  habits  are  swaying  movements  of  the  body  or  head,  awkward  motions  of  the 
hands  and  feet,  and  especially  unpleasant  table  manners.  If  eternal  vigilance  is  the 
price  of  success  with  seeing  children,  the  same  is  true  in  a  fourfold  measure  with 
their  blind  companions;  and  parents  can  do  much,  very  much,  to  aid  in  a  symmetri- 
cal development  of  their  minds  and  bodies.  We  have  spoken  thus  far  only  in  gen- 
eral terms,  but  there  is  one  subject  of  very  great  importance,  with  which  I  wish  to 
impress  the  parents  of  every  blind  boy  in  our  State,  and  that  is  non-use  of  tobacco. 
All  wise  physicians  forbid  its  use,  and  always  with  benefit  to  those  who  abstain.  In 
France  the  government  has  enacted  a  law,  forbidding  the  use  of  tobacco  by  students 
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in  the  public  schools.  In  Germany  a  still  more  stringent  law  forbids  its  use  by  boys 
and  young  men.  These  laws  have  been  made  on  account  of  the  serious  injury  result- 
ing from  the  use  of  tobacco,  to  both  the  health  and  the  morals  of  the  young  men  of 
those  countries.  There  are  few  things  more  adapted  to  inspire  disgust,  or  deep  ap- 
prehension for  the  future  welfare  of  boys  and  young  men,  than  this  habit;  the 
evils  wrought  by  it  on  the  human  system  are  so  many  and  serious  that  the  only 
wonder  is,  that  a  person  who  does  not  wish  to  invite  disease  and  danger  will  allow 
himself  to  use  it.  Tobacco  and  liquor  are  twin  enemies  of  human  happiness.  Right 
here  I  ask  the  cooperation  of  the  parents  during  the  summer  vacation,  earnestly 
asking  you  to  exert  every  influence  at  home  to  prevent  the  formation  of  this  vicious 
habit. 

The  State  Board  of  Trustees  have  taken  steps  strictly  forbidding  the  use  of 
tobacco  by  pupils  while  at  the  Institution,  thus  repressing  a  growing  and  pernicious 
evil. 

INCREASED  FACILITIES  FOR  THE  HIGHER  EDUCATION  OF  THE  BLIND 

DESIRED. 

There  can  be  no  reasonable  objection  to  such  an  outlay,  since  the  increased  worth 
of  every  educated  youth  will  fully  compensate  the  cost,  and  the  outcome  in  each  case 
prove  most  favorable  to  public  moral  progress. 

Our  Blind  Institution  has,  year  by  year,  availed  itself  of  every  improvement  sug- 
gested for  the  education  of  its  pupils,  and  annually  accomplished  a  good  work.  But 
each  year  pupils  complete  the  course  of  instruction  now  provided  for,  who  are  com- 
petent and  well  prepared  to  pursue  advanced  studies,  yet  the  facilities  to  meet  their 
wants  and  help  them  onward  are  not  at  our  command. 

What  we  need  is  an  appropriation  sufficiently  large  to  enable  the  Superintendent 
to  employ  one  or  two  teachers  in  addition  to  the  present  force,  who  will  take  charge 
of  such  advanced  pupils  and  give  them  the  needed  instruction. 

The  oft-repeated  remark  that  primary  education  is  sufficient,  and  is  all  the  State 
should  undertake  to  provide  for  its  youth,  is  contradicted  with  great  unanimity,  not 
only  by  the  best  educators,  but  by  the  great  majority  of  its  intelligent  people,  who 
are  constantly  seeking  to  enlarge  the  course  of  instruction  in  their  local  schools,  and 
when  all  has  been  acquired  in  these  that  can  well  be  attained,  they  send  their  children 
to  schools  where  they  can  pursue  an  advanced  course  of  study,  thus  preparing  them- 
selves for  the  higher  duties  and  demands  of  citizenship.  Fortunately,  Kansas  has 
these  institutions,  where  those  endowed  with  sight  can  gratify  their  scholarly  taste 
and  ambition.  The  blind  are  limited  to  this  one  school,  and  here  must  begin  and 
end  their  scholastic  work. 

In  view  of  this  fact,  as  well  as  the  praiseworthy  desire  on  their  part  to  fit  them- 
selves for  occupying  a  more  useful  position  in  society,  it  does  seem  incumbent  on 
this  Institution  to  provide  a  higher  course  of  instruction  for  those  who  are  prepared 
to  receive  and  profit  by  it,  than  we  are  now  able  to  give. 

The  xecent  project  of  a  national  school  for  the  higher  education  of  the  blind  is 
neither  warranted  by  the  scope  of  government,  outlined  by  the  constitution,  nor  in 
accord  with  past  congressional  legislation.  The  National  Government  was  not  in- 
stituted for  paternal  purposes,  such  as  the  education  of  any  specific  class,  except 
those  to  be  employed  in  its  army  and  navy. 

Besides,  after  its  munificent  donations  to  the  several  States  for  educational  pur- 
poses, they  should  not  ask  it  to  open  or  maintain  a  school  or  schools  for  any  class 
of  their  people.  They  should  willingly  and  abundantly  provide  for  their  own  un- 
fortunate individuals,  and  not  permit  their  responsibility  to  be  transferred  to,  or 
even  shared  with,  the  National  Government.    The  resources  of  our  people  are  abun- 
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dant  and  yearly  increasing,  their  public  debt  a  mere  trifle,  their  taxes  moderate, 
their  disposition  to  favor  educational  advances  certain,  and  I  feel  confident  they 
would  approve  the  legislation  necessary  to  authorize  the  relief  asked.  Further,  no 
new  building,  or  additional  ones,  beyond  those  contemplated  by  our  present  system, 
will  be  needed,  and  very  little,  if  any,  expense  need  be  incurred  to  furnish  rooms 
for  such  pupils  as  would  remain  to  prosecute  advanced  studies.  The  sole  outlay 
required  would  be  an  appropriation  to  pay  one  or  two  additional  teachers,  and  for 
the  support  of  those  advanced  pupils. 

Should  it  be  objected  that  such  students  would  need  reading  parallel  to  their  other 
instruction,  I  have  only  to  reply  that  such  reading  would  be  done  by  their  teachers 
as  a  part  of  their  regular  duties,  and  thus  the  means  for  a  complete  course  would  be 
provided. 

Having  thus  set  before  you  the  only  plan  feasible  at  present  for  an  advanced 
course  of  instruction  for  those  blind  pupils  who  on  graduating  prove  themselves 
competent,  and  are  anxious  to  pursue  it,  and  having  answered  the  objections  that 
may  be  raised,  I  leave  the  matter  in  your  hands  with  the  feeling  that  you  will  urge 
its  early  adoption  on  the  attention  of  the  legislative  powers  of  our  State. 

MUSICAL  DEPARTMENT  FOR  THE  BLIND. 

Music,  like  language,  has  unlimited  power  for  good  or  evil.  What  cheerful  influ- 
ence in  the  family  can  so  cordially  bind  together  its  members  as  the  faithful  study 
and  practice  of  the  highest  and  best  forms  of  concert  music?  At  all  times  and  in 
all  places,  "  the  concord  of  sweet  sounds completely  fills  those  moments  between 
the  more  prosaic  acts  in  life  which  otherwise  might  be  a  succession  of  painful  inter- 
vals. Connected  with  the  Musical  Department  for  the  past  two  years  have  been 
forty-five  pupils,  all  of  whom  have  done  excellent  work.  During  the  past  year  we 
have  maintained  an  orchestra.  There  is  no  better  method  of  employing  time  than 
by  concert  playing;  although  our  boys  are  mostly  young  musicians  and  our  music 
not  of  the  highest  order  of  excellence,  we  hope  in  a  short  time,  with  labor  and  per- 
severance, to  give  them  a  broader  musical  culture  than  is  now  attainable.  We  use 
Wait's  System  of  Musical  Notation  in  orchestra,  cornet  and  violin  teaching,  in  fact, 
in  all  other  music  taught,  with  great  success. 

Mr.  Wait  should  receive  the  praise  "  well  done,"  from  every  blind  person  in  the 
land,  for  the  blessings  he  has  bestowed  on  this  class  of  people  in  the  production  of 
his  musical  notation.  Boys  have  paid  particular  attention  to  violin  concert  and  solo 
playing,  the  girls  accompanying  them  on  the  piano,  which  renders  it  enjoyable  and 
instructive  to  both  sexes.  I  cannot  refrain  from  calling  your  attention  again  to  the 
much-needed  pipe-organ,  in  order  to  instruct  such  pupils  in  its  use  as  really  desire 
to  use  the  organ  as  a  means  of  livelihood  when  they  leave  the  Institution  to  provide 
for  themselves.  We  need  a  small  appropriation  to  provide  for  the  teaching  of  piano 
tuning,  since  we  have  instruments  for  this  purpose,  also  an  assistant  teacher  in  the 
Musical  Department,  as  the  work  is  becoming  too  much  for  one  teacher. 

INDUSTRIAL  DEPARTMENT. 
The  instruction  in  this  department  has  kept  pace  with  that  of  former  years,  with 
uniformly  good  results.  Boys  have  received  instruction  in  broom-making,  chair- 
seating  and  hammock  work;  the  latter  bids  fair  to  be  of  profit  to  the  pupils.  Each 
year  makes  it  more  difficult  for  us  to  compete  with  steam  machine-made  brooms, 
thus  closing  to  a  great  extent  the  only  avenue  open  to  a  blind  boy  by  which  he  may 
earn  his  bread  when  he  leaves  the  Institution;  still  such  boys  as  are  conducting  little 
shops  in  the  interior  of  the  State,  appear  to  be  doing  quite  well.  The  girls  under 
instruction,  mentioned  in  my  last  report,  have  become  expert  broom-makers,  and 
others  will  be  placed  in  that  department  this  year. 
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Below  will  be  found  an  exhibit  for  the  years  closed  with  'this  report;  also  will  be 
found  cost  of  material  and  labor  in  the  Industrial  Department  for  term  ending 
June  30th,  1885: 


To  17,069  lbs.  broom  corn,  @  4J  c  , 

To  7,250  broom  handles,  @  fl;i3  per  1,000  

To  braces,  glue,  and  hand  tools  

To  445i  lbs.  of  wire,  (d),  7c  

To  97  lbs.  of  twine,  @  30c  

To  paid  pupils  for  manufacture  of  594^  doz.  brooms . 


Total   $1,244  81 


$810  77 
94  25 
20  55 
30  18 
27  16 
261  90 


Cost  per  dozen,  $2.06  2-5. 

Below  will  be  found  cost  of  material  and  labor  in  the  Industrial  Department  for 
term  ending  June  30th,  1886: 


To  14,772  lbs.  broom  corn,  @  5jc  

To  110  lbs.  broom  twine,  @  30c  

To  462  lbs.  broom  wire,  (a)  7c  

To  6,500  broom  handles,  @  $13  per  1,000  

To  paid  pupils  for  manufacturing  615  1-6  doz.  brooms. 
To  tape,  tools,  glue,  brimstone,  etc  


Total. 


$786  84 
33  00 
32  34 
92  00 
272  61 
19  44 


$1,236  23 


Cost  per  dozen,  $2.01. 

ASSETS  OVER  LIABILITIES. 

The  following  table  shows  amount  of  assets  over  liabilities  June  30th,  1886: 


Brooms  on  hand  June  30,  1880,  198  doz.  @  $2.01  

8,182  lbs.  broom  corn  on  hand  June  30th,  1886,  @  4c. 
8,590  broom  handles,  @  $13  per  1,000,  June  30,  1886  .. 

2,000  broom  braces,  @  o5c.,  June  30,  1886  

15  lbs.  broom  twine,  @  30c.,  June  30,  1886  

72  lbs.  broom  wire,  @  7c.,  June  30,  1886  

Tools  and  machinery,  June  30, 1886  

4  packages  S  tacks,  June  30,  1886  

Brimstone,  needles,  cuffs,  etc.,  June  30, 1886  

Cash  on  hand  June  30, 1886  

Bills  receivable  


Total   $2,163 


$379  89 
327  28 
110  50 
7  00 

4  50 

5  00 
325  00 

4  36 
10  30 
553  16 
436  95 


The  boys  employed  in  the  shop,  for  the  term  just  closed,  were  many  of  them 
beginners,  and  had  to  be  taught  how  to  make  brooms,  which  necessitated  some  loss 
in  material,  as  well  as  to  leave  us  with  some  unsalable  brooms  ;  but  with  care  we  have 
been  able  to  dispose  of  them  with  but  little  injury  to  the  department. 

The  amount  paid  boys  in  the  Industrial  Department  ($534.51)  has  been  sufficient, 
in  most  cases,  to  clothe  those  dependent  on  their  own  labor  for  support.  With 
hardly  an  exception,  they  have  been  industrious,  and  economical  in  the  expenditure 
of  their  earnings.  Each  year's  experience  more  fully  justifies  your  wisdom  in  pay- 
ing the  boys  for  their  labor  in  the  shop. 


ESTIMATES  FOR  CURRENT  EXPENSES  FOR  1888  AND  1889. 


Salaries  of  officers,  teachers,  and  employes  

$8,267  00 

$8,267  00 

9,900  00 

10,700  00 

$18,167  00 

$18,967  00 

REPAIRS. 

It  will  be  necessary  for  us  to  have  a  small  amount  to  rebuild  our  fences,  which, 
from  their  long  use,  have  become  very  much  decayed  in  places,  and  must  be  replaced 
with  new  ones;  also  some  repairs  of  walks,  which  are  much  needed.    I  have  made 
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a  careful  estimate,  and  find  it  will  not  exceed  $450,  as  much  of  the  old  material 
can  be  reused. 

I  desire  to  compliment  the  teachers  for  their  patience,  energy  and  unremitting 
efforts  to  promote  both  the  interest  of  pupil  and  parent  in  the  dissemination  of 
knowledge,  as  expected  at  their  hands. 

TERMS  OF  ADMISSION,  ETC. 

1.  All  blind  persons  residing  in  the  State  pf  Kansas,  between  the  ages  of  ten  and 
twenty-one  years,  who  are  not  incapacitated  by  physical,  mental  or  moral  infirmity 
for  useful  instruction,  shall  be  considered  eligible  as  pupils  of  the  Institution;  but 
no  one  whose  age  does  not  come  within  the  limits  above  prescribed  shall  be  received 
or  retained  in  the  Institution,  except  in  peculiar  cases,  and  then  only  by  action  of 
the  Board  of  Trustees. 

2.  The  Superintendent  shall  have  authority  to  admit  applicants  who  come  within 
the  prescribed  rules,  but  shall  refer  all  other  cases  to  the  Board. 

3.  Pupils  may  be  suspended  and  returned  to  their  homes  by  the  Superintendent, 
when,  in  his  judgment,  it  is  necessary  to  maintain  discipline  or  promote  the  health 
of  the  school ;  but  his  action  in  all  cases  of  suspension  must  be  reported  to  the 
Board,  for  final  adjustment,  at  their  next  meeting. 

4.  All  regular  pupils  shall  be  required  to  be  in  attendance  at  the  Institution  at  the 
commencement  of  each  session,  and  to  remain  until  the  close  of  the  same,  unless 
prevented  by  sickness  or  some  other  exigency,  which,  in  the  judgment  of  the 
Superintendent,  shall  be  deemed  a  sufficient  cause  for  a  leave  of  absence. 

SUGGESTIONS  TO  PARENTS. 

Application  for  admission  should  be  addressed  to  the  Superintendent  of  the  Kan- 
sas Institution  for  the  Blind,  Wyandotte,  Kansas.  Parents  and  guardians  must 
provide  their  children  with  good  and  suitable  clothing  to  last  them  for  nine  months, 
which  should  be  marked  in  a  plain  and  legible  hand,  in  order  to  prevent  loss.  They 
should  also  provide  them  with  sufficient  money  to  defray  traveling  expenses  to  and 
from  the  Institution. 

All  boxes  or  packages  sent  to  pupils  by  express  or  as  freight  should  be  directed 
in  care  of  the  Institution  for  the  Blind,  with  charges  prepaid.  When  writing  to 
pupils,  if  directed  in  care  of  Kansas  Institution  for  Education  of  the  Blind,  it  will 
insure  a  speedy  delivery. 

LENGTH  OF  TERM. 

The  session  commences  on  the  second  Wednesday  after  the  first  Monday  in  Sep- 
tember, and  closes  on  the  first  Wednesday  after  the  first  Monday  in  June. 

BOARD  AND  LODGING. 

Persons  bringing  pupils  to  this  Institution,  or  visiting  them  or  teachers  while 
there,  cannot  be  accommodated  with  board  and  lodging  at  the  Institution  during 
their  stay.  Respectfully  submitted. 

GEO.  H.  MILLER,  Superintendent. 

Wyandotte,  Kas.,  June  30,  1886. 
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PHYSICIAN'S  REPORT. 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Trustees  for  Charitable  Institutions  of  the  State  of  Kansas 
—  Gentlemen:  In  accordance  with  the  regulations,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the 
following  health  statistics  for  biennial  period  ending  June  30,  1886,  of  the  State 
Institution  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind. 

I  take  pleasure  in  reporting  the  excellent  sanitary  condition  of  the  Institution, 
which  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  judgment  of  the  Superintendent  in  laying  the  founda- 
tion for  a  healthy  condition  of  buildings  and  grounds,  and  to  his  vigilance  in  car- 
ing for  the  same.  The  pupils,  I  think,  returned  to  the  school  in  better  condition 
than  in  former  years,  though  there  were  some  cases  of  chronic  malaria  — ^a  few  weeks, 
however,  being  generally  sufficient  to  note  an  improvement  in  this.  Aside  from  the 
ordinary  ailments  incidental  to  so  many  persons,  and  especially  to  this  class  of  the 
community,  two  cases  of  scarlatina  occurred  —  one  in  February  and  one  in  April,  1885; 
on  each  occasion  the  disease  was  limited  to  the  individual  cases  by  isolation  in  the 
hospital  building  and  strictly  quarantining  the  other  inmates.  Subsequently,  about 
the  21st  of  May,  a  well-marked  case  of  varioloid  appeared;  those  unprotected  were 
immediately  vaccinated,  and  the  case  managed  as  in  the  cases  of  scarlatina,  with  the 
effect  of  limiting  the  disorder  —  no  other  case  occurring. 

Respectfully  submitted.  FRED.  SPECK,  M.  D. 


EXPENDITURES. 


TOTAL  EXPENDITURES  for  support  of  the  Kansas  lustitution  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind,  dur- 
ing  the  biennial  period  ending  June  30,  1886. 


Articles. 

1885. 

1886. 

Amouni. 

Value. 

Amount. 

Value. 

$102  23 

180  bushels  

m  50 

8  57 

1  75 
12  50 
31  20 
33  06 
15  58 

6  00 
23  36 
29  11 
13  03 

86 

213  32 
1,315  75 
110  40 
3  30 
32  65 
44  60 
75  78 
1  44 
1  75 
1  40 

Ill  pounds  

1,830  pounds  

1,110  pounds  

21,332  

Beef  

19,048  pounds  

1,244  85 

26  60 
54  60 
63  14 

Boots  and  shoes  

3  25 
9  75 

3  60 
790  08 

3,413i  pounds  

716  18 

1  70 

2  50 
15 

1  00 

2  gross  

1  pail  

50  00 
2  15 

2*  87 
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EXPENDITURES  —  Continued. 


1885. 


Articles. 


Amount. 


Cement.. 
Cabbage 
Chairs ... 


Value. 


SO  55 

30  02 


Candles  ;  40  pounds... 

Cheese  ;  394  pounds. 

Cheviot  

Chickens   45^  dozen  ... 

Carriage  

Chocolate    

Chow-chow   1  dozen  

Cider  for  vinegar    

Cord,  sash  '  

Clothing    

Coal  hauling  j  

Coal  oil  ,  3  barrels.... 

Codfish  

Car  fare  

Coffee  

Combs,  coarse  

Corn  

Com,  canned  

Corn  starch  

Crackers  

Cranberries  

Crash  


4  80 
40  17 
4  77 
125  98 
4  00 


6  50 
22  20 


Dishes  

Dry  goods  

Dried  fruit  

Eggs  

Extract  of  vanilla. 

Fish,  fresh  

Flannel  

Flour,  white  

Flour,  buckwheat 

Flour,  graham  

Fruit  

Furniture  

Gingham  

Glass  


Grits  

Hose  

Hose  and  reel.. 

Hams  

Handkerchiefs. 

Hardware  

Hay  

Hominy  

Horseradish  ....>, 
Ice  


Horse  shoeing  and  repairs. 

Honey  

Ink  


Horse  physician 

Kraut  

Lard....  

Lye. 


887  pounds . 


8  00 
458  11 
23  79 
10  25 

3  05 
97  66 


220  bushels . 
434  pounds. 


65  00 


29  42 


66  pounds. 
764  dozen  . 


59  90 
152  03 
8  36 
112  96 


18,975  pounds. 
431  pounds  


51  13 
20  65 
427  24 
19  43 


186  yards. 


1  barrel . 


497  pounds. 


16,205  pounds. 


60  89 

11  00 
14  02 

4  07 
3  60 
10  82 

12  50 
49  74 

6  60 
162  95 
78  19 


40  31 
22  75 


1  barrel  

172  pounds . 


8  00 
8  62 


Lamps  I  

Lumber    ,  

Laundry  supplies    

Lime  I  2  barrels  . 

Lemons  '  39  dozen  . 

Labor  '  


Mackerel  

Meal  

Medicine  and  drugs  

Milk  

Mattresses  

Moving  coal  house  

Mincemeat  

Molasses  

Mucilage  

Music  and  instrument. 

Mustard  

Mutton  

Machine  sewing  

Napkins  


3  dozen 


14  76 
39  52 

2  63 

15  45 
269  90 

5  60 
8  05 
106  38 
19  66 


2  25 
57  80 

6  00 
35 
42  50 


Amount. 


Value. 


49  barrels. 


80  pounds.... 
267i  pounds. 


$67  99 
41  11 

3  75 
8  85 
24  47 


13|  dozen 


45  51 
4  00 
4  38 


3  barrels .... 
275  pounds . 


41  85 
4  20 

52  75 
226  45 

23  33 
2  00 


154  bushels. 
15  cases  


316  pounds. 


215  pounds. 
999  dozen.... 


30  87 

2  63 
50  45 

31  00 

3  10 
16  19 

60 
8  50 
35  15 
172  90 
34  50 
131  98 
14  50 
2  84 


19,671  pounds. 
600  pounds  


444  68 
20  30 
5  50 

11  59 

12  50 


7  14 


504  pounds'  

20,220  pounds. 


61  35 


16  pounds. 


H  barrels... 
668  pounds. 


4  barrels , 
14  dozen. 


168  48 
117  26 

2  90 
6  25 

56  85 

5  65 

4  00 

6  43 
6  00 

12  50 
63  85 

3  07 
11  25 
88  97 

114  80 

5  05 
5  05 

128  85 
25  27 
8  80 
107  44 


32  50 
22  00 
12  58 
1  70 


30 


5  34 
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EXPENDITURES  —  Continued. 


Articles. 


Oats  

Oat  meal  

Oil,  lard  

Oysters  

Onions  

Pails  

Paints  

Papers  

Papers,  point,  for  class  work. 

Peaches,  canned  

Pears,  canned  

Peas,  canned  

Pepper  

Pickles  

Pork  

Postage  *.... 

Putty  

Potatoes  

Potatoes,  sweet  

Plumbing  

Printing  

Prunes  

Pumpkins  

Raisins  

Rubber  bands  

Rope  

Report,  biennial  

Repairs  

Salt  

Sapolio  

Sardines  

Soap,  laundry  

Soap,  toilet  

Soda  

Soda,  sal  

Starch,  laundry  

Sugar  

Syrupi.  

Tea  


Thread  

Tinware  

Toweling  

Tomatoes  

Tomatoes,  canned  

Turkeys  

Turnips  

Tools  

Telephone  

Telegraphing  

Traveling  expenses  (pupils,  indigent). 

Tuning  pianos  

Tapioca  

Table  linen  

Veal  

Vinegar  

Vegetables  

Wagon,  platform  , 

Washboards  

Wheat,  cracked  

Wood  

Yeast  

Freight,  express,  etc  


Totals. 


1885. 


86  bushels . 
2  barrels ... 


4  dozen. 


11  cases. 
1  case.... 
13  cases . 


4  barrels  .. 
15  pounds. 


Vulue. 


$25  43 
14  30 
58  82 


659  bushels. 


4 

55 

52 

05 

20 

00 

104 

87 

59 

68 

6 

50 

26 

23 

2 

80 

30 

75 

1 

85 

85 

56 

25 

340 

12 

1 

25 

133 

35 

2  boxes. 


3  barrels 


6  80 

10  40 
1  75 
3  03 

11  00 
33  75 

7  53 


6  dozen  

900  pounds. 


9  10 
73  15 
6  13 
2  24 


3,013i  pounds. 

157  gallons  

121  pounds  

5  dozen  


17  bushels. 


5  64 
210  96 

56  54 
65  17 
3  33 
29  95 

6  07 
17  97 
19  00 


Amount. 


89  bushels. 
1  barrel  


2  dozen. 


6  cases .. 
3  cases .. 
15  cases . 


5  barrels 


723  bushels. 


3  boxes.. 


2  barrels . 


2  dozen  

800  pounds. 


3  50 
75  25 


25  85 
27  00 


3,801  pounds. 
208  gallons... 
91  pounds  


20  bushels. 
10  cases  


96  gallons 


7  50 
2  25 
18  80 
60  43 
105  00 


1  barrel.. 
10  cords.. 


5  65 
50  00 
1  05 
128  26 


Salaries  and  Wages. 

Officers  and  teachers  

Medical  attendance  

Employes  


$7,187  03 


$4,585  79 
I  199  80 
;  2,372  15 


25  00 
1  25 



50 
11  54 
23  27 

86  gallons  

2  15 

28i  cords  

143  10 
7  60 
504  63 

$8,109  75 

$4,905  00 
199  80 
2,524  43 

16 


EE  POET  STATE  CHARITABLE  INSTITUTIONS. 


EXPENDITURES — Concluded. 


Extraordinary  Items. 

Ri^ilfn*  ViAilrfii'  ViniiG^   cjn/l  diir»lrp  fttiiplr 

1885. 

1886. 

S5,82o  00 
1  175  00 

Ls/Undry  mjicliiuBry 



$479  25 
800  00 
175  00 

100  00 
$22,838  98 

Totals  

$15,799  02 

r 


if 


